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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies
Continental Congress, Philadelphia, Pa., July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s
God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. —That to secure
these rights, Governments are insti-
tuted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned, —That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its founda-
tion on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, in-
deed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to
provide new Guards for their future security. —Such has been
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
[George III] is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till
his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable
to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for op-
posing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the
people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large
for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither
swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for

any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by

Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended

offences:
For abolishing the free System of

English Laws in a neighbouring Prov-
ince, establishing therein an Arbi-
trary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once
an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abol-
ishing our most valuable Laws, and
altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

For suspending our own Legisla-
tures, and declaring themselves in-
vested with power to legislate for us
in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here,
by declaring us out of his Protection
and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged
our Coasts, burnt our towns, and de-
stroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to
compleat the works of death, desola-
tion and tyranny, already begun with
circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy

scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose charac-
ter is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.

The signers of the Declaration represented the new states as
follows: New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple,
Matthew Thornton; Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel
Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry;
Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery; Connecticut:
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver
Wolcott; New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis
Lewis, Lewis Morris; New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John
Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark;
Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George
Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross; Delaware: Caesar Rodney,
George Read, Thomas McKean; Maryland: Samuel Chase,
William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton;
Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton; North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes,
John Penn; South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward,
Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton; Georgia: Button
Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

You, We the Citizens
We believe the best way to celebrate Independence

Day is to dedicate oneself to act with courage and
honor, just like our forefathers - and our fighting men
of today. Stand up to villainy. Defy our enemies,
many of whom are from within.

Don’t shirk from the wrongdoers, the aggressors,
the manipulators or the bullies. Let everyone know
you’re an American and proud of it - for “Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

As Benjamin Franklin said during dark times, “We
must hang together, gentlemen...else, we shall most
assuredly hang separately.”

You, we the citizens, are being pillaged by subver-
sion and mendacity ensconced in our nation’s capi-
tal, in Trenton and Wall Street. Our sons’ and daugh-
ters’ futures are being despoiled.

The marauders’ appetites are voracious, their greed
unbridled. Will their tyranny take everything from
you, we the citizens?

You, we the citizens - stand up. Stop the ravage or
the panoptic taxation will be rooted without regnant
recourse.

You, we the citizens, this Independence Day -
demand redress. Call your elected officials now.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spruit – A small stream or creek that

is often dry
2. Pilum – A heavy javelin used by the

Roman infantry
3. Meed – Reward or merit
4. Rumal – A handkerchief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TITAR
1. Trembling; shaking
2. The gray partridge
3. Enormous; huge
4. A type of ocher or red clay used in

marking sheep
DARQUE

1. Scottish for a day’s work
2. A type of dugout canoe
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

of sheep
4. To be or become dim

PARTAN
1. An exclamation of disgust or

comtempt
2. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
3. Scottish for crab
4. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
FRUMENTACEOUS

1. Occurring or growing in small,
woolly or hairy tufts

2. Of or made of cereals
3. Producing smoke or soot
4. Abundant; plentiful

Mr. Delaney’s Letter Was Lacking In
All Facts Concerning WPD Incident

Why Has Flag Continually Been
Missing at Edison Summer Concerts?

Thanks to All for Supporting Our
Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale

SPF Turf Field Was
Perfect for Graduation

As I sat in the stands at Perry Tyson
Field in Scotch Plains Wednesday night
watching my daughter and her class of
2011 graduate, I felt extremely fortunate
that we had somehow dodged all the bad
weather around the state.

I also was proud that the turf commit-
tee had persevered through 2006 and
2007 to get the turf field and track con-
structed. While many in town were against
the project, it would have been difficult to
find anybody in the stands who didn’t
think the field and track provided a per-
fect backdrop to the festivities. Although
I didn’t ask them, I would guess that
Board of Education members Trip
Whitehouse and Don Parisi, who gave us
key support and also saw their children
graduate, are pleased that they made the
tough decision four years ago.

Parents and children, who get to use
the field for sports and events in future
years should also laud Anthony Giannaci,
whose sons didn’t get to use the field, but
whose perseverance made it a reality.

David Lazarus
Fanwood

Last week Tom Delaney questioned
the transparency of my candidacy and
asked me to make public the reports from
my disciplinary hearings when I was a
police officer. He made comments about
my not backing up a fellow police officer
as if that were the basis of the charges
against me.

 First of all, the hearings were public
because I demanded they be open. This
was over the objection of the town.

Next, the timeline of the incident shows
that as I proceeded from the entrance of
Fairview Cemetery, where I was actively
monitoring radar speeds, another police
car called in that it was responding as
backup to a police officer engaged in a
motor vehicle stop in another part of
town.

 As to the records Mr. Delaney re-
quests to be made public, prior to his
Letter to the Editor, I had given to Lauren
Barr of The Westfield Leader an uncondi-
tional Power of Attorney to any records
held by the Westfield Police Department
about my entire history as a police of-
ficer. I have little doubt Ms. Barr will
print anything of interest she might find.

 I was surprised to see a letter from Mr.

Delaney, which seemed somewhat lack-
ing in all the facts. As a neighbor of
Mayor Skibitsky and the chosen candi-
date of the Republican Party in the 2009
town council election, Mr. Delaney is
certainly aware of the problems attendant
to running for office and the half-truths
that plague candidates. I hope the Repub-
lican candidate in this year’s campaign
and election will be as avid to open up the
town’s records as you are for me to open
mine.

Mr. Delaney, may I join you in your
admiration for your father’s comment
about character and class. One of the
reasons I am running for town council in
the 3rd Ward is due to the lack of class
with which two ladies of the 3rd Ward
were treated when they first complained
to the council about an issue in their
neighborhood.

 As to character, the voters will let us
know, but the characteristic of openness
and transparency I believe I have shown
in my unsolicited Power of Attorney to
The Westfield Leader allowing them ac-
cess to my departmental records.

Gregory Kasko
Westfield

If you attended Edison School’s sum-
mer concert on June 15 (held at the high
school because it is air conditioned) and
wondered where the flag was for the
singing of the Star Spangled Banner (as
did I), here is the explanation I received
from the WHS principal, Mr. Renwick.

After three calls to the principal’s of-
fice, Mr. Renwick finally called to ex-
plain that Edison School’s principal, Mrs.
O’Brian, requested no flag due to the fact
that the flag would obstruct the view of
the children on the stage. When we ap-
proached Mrs. O’Brien about this, she
informed my husband and me that she
made no such request.

A few hours later Mr. Renwick called
to inform us that he did not say Edison
requested the flag to be removed. He

explained that the flag is always on the
stage, but if Edison wanted it to remain
they needed to request it. Soooooo... I
guess the high school removes the flag
when another school uses the auditorium
and, consequently, that visiting school
must request the flag.

Does this make any sense to you? It
sure doesn’t make sense to us. Last year’s
concert at the high school was also minus
the flag. At that time I was told it would
never happen again.

Oh, by the way, Edison School did not
have air conditioning on such a hot night
because they were unaware they had to
request that as well.

Judy Catania
Westfield

The Master Gardeners of Union
County would like to thank the local
community for their support during our
Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale this
past May.

This is our only major fundraiser of the
year, and the funds we raise enable us to
offer Horticulture programs to nursing
homes, schools, and other community
organizations to grow fresh vegetables in
our “Sharing Garden” for distribution to
shelters, community food banks and soup
kitchens, to provide Master Gardeners
speakers on gardening topics, and to grant
annual awards to horticulture students at
Union County College (UCC), Union
County Vocational-Technical School
(UCVTS) and for 4-H gardening activi-
ties with children.

We would also like to thank the fol-
lowing individuals and nurseries for their
support of our fair: Amberg Perennial
Farm and Garden Center, Bartell Farm
and Garden Supply, Dreyer Farms,
Miele’s Greenhouses, Parker Green-
houses, Williams Nursery, Whole Foods
Market Vauxhall-Millburn, the Union
County Freeholders, Union County De-
partment of Parks and Community Re-
newal, Union County Police Department,
Union County Bureau of Mosquito Con-
trol, the 4-H Master Tree Steward Volun-
teers and Trailside Science and Nature
Center.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are

trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its
mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.
Anyone with an interest in gardening and
a commitment to volunteer service can
become a Master Gardener. No previous
education or training in horticulture is
required. A new Master Gardener class is
starting this fall at the Union County RCE
office in Westfield. Contact Lynne
Orlofsky at (908) 654-9854 for an appli-
cation or visit our website
mastergardeners-uc.org/ for more infor-
mation.

Joanne Krueger
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: The writer is a Master
Gardener and overall chairwoman of
the Master Gardeners’ Spring Garden
Fair.

Widening Dorian Road Could Improve
Traffic Flow in Front of WHS

As a way to improve traffic flow on
Dorian Road in front of WHS, Dorian
Road could be widened similar to how
Rahway Avenue is indented in front of
Edison School.

This could create a safe drop-off area
for athletic team buses and help alleviate
the double parking which blocks traffic

flow. Currently, many buses double park
on Dorian Road while discharging and
picking up students. The drop-off zone
could be located near the front door of the
gym.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207, (908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.; gdevanney@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.; (908) 527-4419; sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair, dscanlon@ucnj.org


