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Christina M. Hinke  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIELD OF DREAMS...Architectural plans for the athletic field complex were
presented by architect Noel Musial of The Musial Group to the Borough of
Garwood council on June 14. The plans have also submitted to the state’s Green
Acres Office.

Petruzzelli, Todisco Kick
Off Campaign in Garwood

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Party has announced the
2011 campaign of Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli and Councilwoman Sara
Todisco for Garwood Council. The
following is their statement:

“Councilman Petruzzelli has re-
sided in Garwood for the past 18
years with his wife Jacqueline and
three children. Seeking his second
term on council, Petruzzelli has
served as fire commissioner, Athletic
Field Complex Project representa-
tive, and Library Board representa-
tive, just to name a few. President and
owner of Accent Electric Corpora-
tion for the last 21 years, Mr.
Petruzzelli understands the role of a
hard-working and fiscally responsible
leader as well as team player.
Petruzzelli has also demonstrated
commitment to the community with
service to the PTA, Garwood Base-
ball League, and Clark Pop Warner
Football.

“Sara Todisco, a lifelong, fourth-
generation Garwood resident, is an
energetic and passionate newcomer
who was appointed in May to fill the
council’s vacant seat. A graduate of
Garwood Public Schools and Arthur
L. Johnson High School, Ms. Todisco
is dedicated to serving in the best
interest of Garwood’s families. She
is no stranger to public service, hav-
ing volunteered her time to the Rec-
reation Committee, Lion’s Club, and
Garwood Baseball League. Mr.
Todisco, who graduated Summa cum
Laude from Northeastern University
with a history degree and minors in
education and business, is now a New
Jersey certified K-12 teacher. She is a
quick study looking forward to pro-
viding fresh perspectives on commu-

nity affairs.
“Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Todisco

will soon be walking door-to-door to
meet with each and every Garwood
resident. This presents a unique op-
portunity to meet the candidates one-
on-one and discuss matters that are
important to you. As Election Day
draws closer, the Election Commit-
tee is committed to providing
Garwood citizens with informative
and accurate information about the
candidates and their platform for
Garwood’s future.”

 JULY 2011 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Closed Sunday  

Closed July 4 for Independence Day                PROGRAMS FOR ADULTSTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Must have full-service WML card) 

7/8  1:30 p TGIF! Late Night TV History (video) 

7/11  2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “White Wedding” English  101 minutes 

7/14  2:30 pm Computer Class: Job & Career Accelerator Database (intermediate) 

7/15  1:30 pm TGIF! Leonard Bernstein (video) 

7/16  2:00 pm Ragtime Pianist Prestine Allen 

7/18  2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “Mademoiselle Chambon” French  101 minutes 

7/20  7:00 pm Frost Kings-R & B and Swing Band 

7/21  7:00 pm “Tartuffe” Shakespeare Theatre Next Stage Ensemble 

7/22  1:30 pm TGIF! Scenic Drives from Maine to Florida Keys (video) 

7/28  2:00 pm Computer Class: Beginning Microsoft Word (beginner) 

7/28  7:00 pm Computer Class: Photo Enhancement with Gimp (advanced) 

7/29  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Summer Stock” 

7/5, 12, 25  3:00 pm Story and Craft from Many Lands (ages 4 and up) 

7/7, 14, 21, 28  7:00 pm Teen Board Game Nights  

7/6, 13, 20, 27 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 

7/6, 11, 16, 18 Call for times  A taste of … Stories and Food (ages 4 and up) 

7/9, 16, 30 10:30 am Move with Me, Around the World (2½ to 5years) 

7/11, 25  7:00 pm Family Storytime-Come in your pajamas (all ages) 

7/13  3:00 pm Readers’ Theatre (must know how to read) 

7/14, 15, 18 Call for times Origami Workshop (grades 4 and up) 

7/19  4:00 pm Act!vated Story Theatre (preschool to young el’y schoolers) 

7/20  3:00 pm Creative Dramatics (elementary schoolers) 

7/30  2:00 pm Gingerbread House Building (for Teens only) 

Personal Injury Lawyer
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908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day
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“There’s a reason why”

Todd Simpson Annis

908-232-6380 • www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Winning

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Democrats Fall Vote Short of
Stopping WNET Takeover of NJN

A Democrat bill to kill the Christie
administration’s agreement to turn-
over operations of NJN (New Jersey
Network) to the operator New York-
based WNET fell one vote of 21
needed for passage on Tuesday.
WNET is the national flagship of the
Public Broadcasting System (PBS).

The bill had passed the Assembly
on Thursday night by a tally of 45 to
30 with all but one Republican, As-
semblywoman Allison Littell
McHose , opposing the bill. Four
Democratic Senators, Nia Gill of
Montclair, Brian Stack of Union City,
Sandra Cunningham of Jersey City
and Teresa Ruiz of Newark joined 15
Republicans to oppose the Senatebill
on Monday.

Montclair State University was the
other finalist to assume operations of
NJN with three bidders also submit-
ting proposals.

Michael Aron, NJN political cor-
respondent, said after the vote that
the network would cease operations
after 43 years Thursday night when
WNET/Channel 13 would be merged.
A new nightly news program for New
Jersey is to begin Friday evening.
The new network will be called NJTV
and will initially be broadcast out of
Lincoln Center.

Sen. Loretta Weinberg (D-37,
Teaneck), the resolution’s primary
sponsor, said, “New Jersey’s taxpay-
ers will be on the hook for millions of
dollars annually to support the con-
tinued operation,” noting that the state
will spend at least $4.7 million a year
on NJTV.

Republicans argued that the state
was subsidizing NJN to the tune of
$11 million annually. Sen. Joseph
Kyrillos (R-13, Middletown) said.
“We got a deal that saves the belea-
guered taxpayers of New Jersey mil-
lions of dollars a year. NJN has served
an important purpose. This is a new
era. We have a good deal to take its
place.”

State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-
Eristoff testified before a Senate com-
mittee earlier this week that if law-
makers rejected the deal “NJN as we
know it will cease to exist.”

Paterson Confirmed to
Seat on N.J. Supreme Court

The state Senate on Monday
unanimously confirmed Mendham
resident Anne Patterson as an asso-
ciate justice on the state Supreme
Court, app.com reported. The 36-0
vote came toward the end of a late
Senate session. Not voting were
Sen. Andrew Ciesla (R-10, Brick),
Sen. Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth),
Sen. Fred Madden (D-4,
Gloucester) and Sen. Brian Stack
(D-33, Union City). Sen. Ciesla was
absent from the session.

Democrats had stalled her nomi-
nation after Governor Chris Christie
had nominated her last year instead
of renominating Justice John Wallace,
the only African-American on the
bench. Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) has re-
fused to here nominations for a per-
manent replacement for Judge
Wallace until he would have reached
the mandatory retirement age of 70
on March 13, 2012. Chief Justice
Stuart Rabner has appointed Appel-
late Judge Dorothea O’C. Wefing to
fill a temporary spot on the bench
replacing Justice Edwin Stern, who
just turned 70 and had been named to
replace Justice Wallace on a tempo-
rary basis last year.

Judge Patterson will to be sworn in
September when Justice Roberto
Rivera-Soto’s term expires, app.com
reported.

Democrats’ Budget Plan
$1 Billion Over Christie’s

The Assembly Budget Committee
on released a proposed state budget
of $30.6 billion, a proposal that is a
billion dollars over the spending re-
leased by Governor Chris Christie.
The Democratic plan, which cleared
the committee by an 8-4 tally, in-
cludes a two-year income tax increase
on New Jersey’s 16,000 millionaires,
which Democrats say would gener-
ate more than $500 million in addi-
tional revenue to the state coffers.
They want to use the money mostly
for aid to public schools, according
to published reports.

“If the Governor truly cares about
working-class New Jerseyans, then
he will accept our proposals to boost
property tax relief, protect senior citi-
zens, restore health care for women

and create jobs,” said Assembly Bud-
get Committee Chairman Louis
Greenwald (D-6, Voorhees) in a re-
leased statement. “This is the
Governor’s chance to show he puts
working-class priorities above tax
cuts for millionaires. We shall all
see.”

A balanced budget must be in place
by July 1. If not, the state technically
runs out of money and government
shuts down as occurred during the
administration of former Governor
Jon Corzine.

Christie: Dems Plan
‘Unrealistic, Pie in the Sky’

In response, Governor Christie
called the Democrats’ proposal “more
of the same unrealistic, pie in the sky,
fantasy budgeting they brought to
New Jersey for the eight years before
we arrived.”

“Instead of continuing to put New
Jersey on strong fiscal footing, this
proposal reaffirms the Democrats’
commitment to job-killing tax in-
creases and an unrepentant addiction
to spending,” the Governor said. “New
Jerseyans are the most over-taxed
citizens in America and they want us
to reduce spending and make govern-
ment smaller. This proposal only
serves to denigrate all of the hard
choices made over the last year that
broke from decades of state govern-
ment spending money that just doesn’t
exist. New Jerseyans know better and
aren’t going to fall for the same spend
at any cost mentality that got us into
a fiscal mess in the first place.”

Blago Found Guilty on 17
Counts of Trying to Sell Seat
Former Illinois Governor Rod

Blagojevich was convicted Monday
on 17 of the 20 public corruption
charges against him in his attempt to
sell the U.S. Senate seat previously
held by Barack Obama before he
resigned to become President, CNN
has reported.

The former Governor, known a
Blago, was found guilty of all 10
counts involving wire fraud — each
carrying a maximum penalty of 20
years in jail with other counts of
extortion and bribery. “I frankly am
stunned,” Blagojevich told reporters
as he left the courtroom.

Jurors had deadlocked on all but
one charge in his first trial, convict-
ing Blagojevich of lying to the FBI.
Prosecutors opted to try him again.
As Huntsman Enters GOP Field,

Wisniewski Goes on Attack
Former Utah Governor Jon Hunts-

man  entered the race for the Repub-
lican nomination for President on
June 21 with his official announce-
ment coming at a staged event in New
Jersey with the Statue of Liberty as
his backdrop. President Barack
Obama’s ambassador to China up to
two weeks before his announcement,
he would not criticize the President
in his speech.

“I respect the President,” Mr.
Huntsman said. “He and I have a
difference of opinion on how to help
the country we both love, but the
question each of us wants the voters
to answer is who will be the better
president, not who’s the better Ameri-
can.”

Following Mr. Huntsman’s an-
nouncement, New Jersey Democratic
State Committee Chairman John
Wisniewski questioned “the already
changing positions of the candidate.”

“Governor Huntsman is on a rein-
vention tour that would make Mitt
Romney blush,” Mr. Wisniewski said.
“As Governor Huntsman continues
to distance himself from his own
record, it’s become clear that he is
just like all of the other candidates in
this race. He will run away from
common-sense positions if it means
he will gain votes with the Republi-
can base. That’s not the type of lead-
ership Americans are looking for in
the White House.”

Lautenberg: Benefits
Reform ‘Attack’ on
Coll. Bargaining’

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) has re-
leased the following statement about
the health care and pension reform
bill that was passed by the Legisla-
ture last week.

“The health and pension reform
deal that passed in the State Senate is
an attack on collective bargaining
and a dramatic setback for middle-
class New Jersey families. The State
House should be a place where the
Governor and Legislature work to
improve the lives of working fami-
lies, not take away benefits from New
Jersey’s teachers, police, firefighters
and other public employees,” the
Senator said.

“Instead of balancing the budget
on the backs of middle-class New
Jerseyans, the Governor and Legisla-
ture should be working to make sure
the wealthiest few are paying their
fair share to help fix the state’s prob-
lems.”

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLOODING…Cranford officials discussed flooding and stormwater issues last
week. The group included: Andre Chauncey, Rifat Selim, Alek Petersen, Alicia
Gould and Jodi McDonald of the Army Corps of Engineers along with Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenback.

Reading Is Good
For You

www.goleader.com/
subscribe

HONOR THOSE ABROAD...Linden’s Yellow Ribbon Committee decorated the
plaza in front of City Hall in honor of American soldiers stationed abroad. The
Committee affixed yellow ribbons to the tall evergreen and to the war memorial.
The committee was joined by Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden), members
of City Council, the school system and the Navy Junior ROTC.

Lance Cpl. Aspell From Scotch Plains
Tells of Morocco Training

By AF Staff Sgt. Jessica Switzer

MOROCCO – The sun barely peeked
over the horizon when the stillness was
shattered by the roar of artillery. The son
of a Scotch Plains couple crawled out of
his tent into the southern Moroccan morn-
ing to begin another day. Marine Corps
Reserve Lance Cpl. Evan Aspell, son of
Kevin and Marisa Aspell, of Laurie Court,
Scotch Plains, is in Morocco supporting
exercise African Lion 2011.

“I am an artillery cannoneer firing the
M777 howitzer,” said Cpl. Aspell, a 2008
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. “I’m out here with the rest of my
artillery element working with the Mo-
roccans.”

African Lion is an exercise between
the Kingdom of Morocco and the U.S.
that involves more than 2,000 U.S. ser-
vice members and approximately 900
members of the Royal Moroccan Armed
Forces. The exercise serves as a way for
both U.S. and Moroccan military mem-
bers to hone their skills and learn to work
together to a accomplish missions.

“Working in another country is always
challenging because of unknown terri-
tory, climate and local population,” said
Cpl. Aspell who is assigned to India Bat-
tery 3rd Battalion, 14th Marine Regi-
ment, Reading, Pa. “It’s different from
being in the field back home because
there, in most circumstances, we know
what to expect.”

In spite of the barriers, Aspell and his
fellow service members worked with the
Moroccan forces on different types of
military training including command post,
live fire, peacekeeping operations, disas-
ter response, aerial refueling and low-
level flight training. Both the Moroccan
and U.S. forces receive valuable training
during the course of the exercise.

“While I’ve been here I’ve learned
how to perform in a desert when the
climate is constantly changing,” said Cpl.
Aspell. He and his fellow service mem-
bers not only trained in the Moroccan
desert they lived there as well. They ex-
perienced sandstorms, the rain showers
of the wet season and the heat that tradi-
tionally goes with a desert. They even had
an opportunity to spend some time off
duty experiencing the culture and seeing
the sights.

“I didn’t expect Morocco to be like
this,” said Cpl. Aspell, who has been in
the military for two years. “The culture
here is so different and I haven’t been
exposed to it before.”

As the artificial thunder of artillery fire
dies away for a moment, the sun rises
fully above the desert horizon and begins
its journey toward the nearby Atlantic
Ocean. Cpl. Aspell and the other partici-
pants in African Lion 2011 go about their
business sharing experiences and knowl-
edge with each other and their Moroccan
counterparts.

Marine Corps Reserve Lance Cpl. Evan Aspell in CAP DRAA, Morocco


