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Freeholders

Underhill Appointed Garwood Police
Chief; Field Plans Accepted

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The state’s Green
Acres Program has approved architec-
tural plans for the borough’s athletic
field complex without changes, Coun-
cilman Louis Petruzzelli reported at the
borough ocouncil meeting Tuesday night.
“We’re on our way,” he said, followed by
clapping from the crowd.

The council unanimously appointed
Lieutenant Bruce Underhill to replace
retiring Police Chief William Legg. An
official private swearing in will take
place July 1, and an unofficial public
swearing in will take place at the next
council meeting on Tuesday, July 12.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said his
promotion was “well deserved.”

Councilwoman Sara Todicso said she
was happy with the Police Search
Committee’s recommendation of Lt.
Underhill.

Councilman Jim Matthieu said the
borough was “in violation of the towns
bylaws” by creating the Police Search
committee. He read from the bylaws,
stating, “A special committee could be
appointed by the mayor for the purposes
other than those included in the duties of
a standing committee.” He said as a
council standing committee, the police
committee, deals with personnel issues.
“This seems to be a self-inflicted wound,”
by not searching for a police chief through
the police committee.

The council had intended to adopt
nine ordinances set forth by the planning
board; however, four ordinances require
amendments because an old zoning map
was used when writing the documents.
Those amended ordinances will be
adopted at the next meeting. Two ordi-
nances, one affecting the official map,
and an ordinance to create a Transit
Oriented Development Zone District,
were tabled.

An ordinance  was adopted to amend
the land use ordinance by expanding the
RA Single-Family Residential Zone and
reducing the number of properties in the
RB Two-Family Residential District.

An ordinance amending the land-use
ordinance by creating a new zone dis-
trict entitled Transportation to represent
property that is utilized for public trans-
portation was adopted. Bob Pender, chair-
man of the planning board, said, “…there
were other towns in other instances when
people tried to build a public right-of-
way because it wasn’t zoned as such
and lawsuits entailed.”

“That zone has specific requirements,
one being you can’t build a house in
front of it,” he said.

A bond ordinance to authorize the
2011 road and drainage improvement
project was adopted.

The council unanimously selected a
new recycling hauler. The council
moved to accept the bid from Waste
Management for a three-year contract
to pick up recycling at a cost of $30,467
for years one and two, and $31,325 for
year three. Waste Management will re-
place the borough’s current recycler,
Great Northern, saving the borough
$27,910 over a three-year period. Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma told The
Westfield Leader that Great Northern’s
contract expires today, June 30.

During the workshop meeting, Coun-
cilman Petruzzelli and Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said they were concerned
with the legal issues of the bid not being
submitted properly because the com-
pany submitted its cost table monthly
as opposed to yearly in its bid. The
council had discussed rejecting all bids
and sending out for a new bid. The
borough received three bids for the re-
cycling contract and two bids contained
errors. The other bidder  — the current
recycler — did not sign the bid bond.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi,
who recommended the council select
Waste Management because it was the
low bidder, said the error in the bid was
an “insubstantial irregularity.”

He said the borough could risk a
lawsuit should they accept the low bid-
der. The attorney said the bidder who
submitted correctly could file a lawsuit
because his bid was submitted without
error.

During public comment portion of
the workshop, resident Bruce Paterson,
who noted his background as a contrac-
tor and sending out bids, said to Ms.
Todisco, “You don’t have experience…
You are making a mountain out of a
molehill. At this point it is a savings…it
is a minor irregularity.

During the workshop, Mr. Triarsi said,
the council needs to establish a salary,
from $4,000 to $6,000, in an ordinance
for a shade tree employee.

Councilman Mathieu, chairman of
the council’s Finance Committee, said,
“We have got a good bill of health” for
workers’ compensation claims, reduced
from 12 incidents in 2008 to two inci-
dents for the first half of 2011.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo, chair-
man of the council’s Buildings and
Grounds committee, recommended the
council approve the air conditioning
unit for the police department with a
cost not to exceed $16,000. The council
voted to approve the request.

Resident Rich King said the posting
of comments by council members on
online public forums is “unacceptable.”

Garwood Baseball League President
Scott Kessler thanked police, fire, first aid
and DPW for their hard work.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon re-
sponded, “We’ve been doing this
for years.”

Elizabeth Genievich, director of
administrative services, added that
the county’s health and safety com-
mittee, of which she chairs the ex-
ecutive part, completed a request
for proposals (RFP) per regulatory
compliance.

She said the contract includes
such areas as hazard communica-
tions, confined space entry and per-
sonal protective equipment. She
said Birdsall also is assisting with
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA) regulations.

Mr. Paterson said the Union
County Watchdog Association has
obtained a copy of the O’Sullivan
Associates report on lifetime ben-
efits for 650 non-unionized county
workers after retirement.

“This report is just totally made
up,” he said. “All you guys are ba-
sically put up there by the political
bosses, not for vast intelligence…or
your personality,” noting that the
freeholders approved the lifetime
benefits to 650 non-unionized em-
ployees before the O’Sullivan re-
port was completed.

“The taxpayers are going to be
spending $100 million out of their
pockets, and all you received back
is $3 million for zero-percent in-
crease [in union contracts],” Mr.
Paterson said.

He said his understanding is that
the county saves $1 million for each
of the first three years of zero-per-
cent increases in salaries for the
workers. In the fourth year of the
contract, workers are given a raise.

“But now these (lifetime) health-
care costs start due because we’re
looking at lifetime health-care costs
and the company would want to be
paid for this…so they start billing,”
Mr. Paterson said.

He said, based on his interpreta-
tion of the study, the $3 million
savings is “used up” in the first
three years. “By the fourth year,
you’re already up to $4 million in
billing for the free lifetime health
benefits,” Mr. Paterson said.

“Well, of course then in 25 years
it totals $100 million for free life-
time health benefits,” Mr. Paterson
said. “You saved $3 million, but
you’re going to be spending $102
million…And you guys voted on
this without even thinking about
it.”

In response, Joseph Salemme, di-
rector of labor management rela-
tions, said the 650 non-union work-
ers’ salaries amount to $32 million.
He said by having employees re-
ceive one 3-percent annual raise
every four years over the course of
25 years, instead of 3 percent raises
each year, the county would save

$100 million.
Employees must be 55 or over,

have been employed 25 years or
more with the county, or retire at 62
with 15 years with the county. Ben-
efits range from $189.67 to $540.58
a month, depending on marital sta-
tus and family plans.

“Salaries are paid every year, and
when they are not, they are saved
every year. That’s a fundamental
principle. I’ve been doing salary
administration for 30 years. That’s
how it works,” he said.

He said between 2005 and 2010,
O’Sullivan Associates was retained
by all 21 of the county’s collective
bargaining units to complete actu-
arial studies that were affirmed by
the county’s actuary, Brown &
Brown.

Joel Lindsey of Linden ques-
tioned the county spending $77,000
for design, construction adminis-
tration and inspection services for
installation turf at Mattano Park in
Elizabeth, as well as $116,200 for
the same work for installation of
turf and lights at Rahway River
Park in Rahway. Both contracts
were awarded to Neglia Engineer-
ing of Lyndhurst.

“Do you think with the economy
that we should be doing these kind
of projects?” Mr. Lindsey ques-
tioned.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon re-
sponded, “Personally, I think we
should be doing more of them be-
cause now people can’t afford to go
away for vacation...The better our
parks and the more usable they are,”
the more people will be able to
utilize the county parks system. “I
think that’s a worthy cause,” Mrs.
Scanlon added.

Republican Freeholder candidate
Andrew Smith of Summit re-
sponded to a comment made by
Freeholder Dan Sullivan at the June
9 meeting, in which Mr. Sullivan
said the Elizabeth Board of Educa-
tion was “operating like a terrorist
organization” in regard to political
fund-raising efforts backing Demo-
crats For Change candidates for
county freeholder and state offices.

“It is disturbing to me that people
are using these terms. Last year in
the election, (freeholder candidate)
Ellen Dickson was called a racist
simply because she said one side of
the county pays disproportionately
compared to the other,” Mr. Smith
said. “These kind of things I think
are really out of line and we really
need to rein it in. I hope we can have
a better level of discourse.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved the appointment of Louis
Beckerman, Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee chairman, to the
Union County Planning Board
through December 31, 2011.
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SPMC Exotic Car Show
they will be parked along East Sec-
ond Street for inspection by show
attendees.

G-Wiz Entertainment will oper-
ate the show and will be paid
$3,900. Besides securing partici-
pants, G-Wiz will also provide
music, secure the required permits,
organize the show itself and over-
see the vendors. Local businesses
will be invited to set up tables and
booths, and SPMC will distribute
gift certificates to local establish-
ments.

In other business, Mr. Biagini
noted that the current issue of
SPMC’s magazine, Simply Scotch
Plains, is its largest, at 20 pages,
and set a record for ad revenue at
about $3,200.

“That’s far better than what we
had budgeted,” Mr. Biagini said.
He said some advertisers had called
to complain about the print quality
of their advertisement, particularly
the photographs. Mr. Biagini said
it would be helpful if advertisers
did not embed their photographs in
their ad copy but, instead, sent them
separate from the ad copy so that he
could combine them as he lays out

the ads. The next issue will be a back-
to-school issue mailed in late sum-
mer.

SPMC is also planning a recep-
tion for its members in October
during which business and prop-
erty owners will hear a presentation
about SPMC’s activities and will
also be asked to assist in whatever
ways they can to help SPMC mar-
ket the business district and their busi-
nesses.

SPMC is expecting to begin its
student ambassador program this
week, using students from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
DECA program. Mr. Biagini told the
board that the students will compile
demographic information that he
will use in lobbying retailers and
other businesses to come to Scotch
Plains.

 The students will also survey
businesses on what they want the
SPMC to focus on, update the
SPMC’s directory, compile an in-
ventory of vacant space with the dis-
trict and assist with the hospitality
tent that the SPMC will have during
the weekly Thursday night concerts
in the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOT ROD…Bob, Ray and Sal look under the hood of a ’69 Camaro at the
Westfield Neighborhood Council  Exotic Car Show held Sunday.

Downtown Westfield Corp. Promotes
Summer Events, Upgrades Website

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held its
monthly board of directors meeting this
past Monday night to promote upcoming
DWC events during the summer. The
board also highlighted several of the im-
provements made to the webpage of the
DWC, located at westfieldtoday.com.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin dis-
cussed four major promotions for the
town during the summer months: the
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival,
the Sidewalk Sale Days, the Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza, and the America in Bloom Com-
petition.

The 15th Annual Sweet Sounds Down-
town Jazz Festival will begin Tuesday,
July 5, and will continue on Tuesdays
from 7 to 9 p.m. until August 30. More
than 30 jazz bands will  perform in four
locations across town: Central Avenue
by Quimby Street; the corner of East
Broad Street and North Avenue; Elm
Street near Orchard Street, and North
Avenue by the train station.

The complete schedule for the Jazz
Festival is featured on the DWC’s website.

The summer Sidewalk Sale Days will
be held from Thursday, July 14 to Mon-
day, July 18. Many of the town’s retailers
will be participating with special dis-
counts. Ms. Cronin stated this year’s
spring Sidewalk Sale Days were “such a
success” that many business owners are
excited for the new promotion to begin.
In the event of inclement weather, the
event will continue inside participating
stores.

The Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza was also promoted
by the board. The event, scheduled for
Wednesday, July 20, at 7 p.m., is cel-
ebrating its 10th anniversary this year.

According to Ms. Cronin, the run has
almost 1,100 registered participants. The
DWC anticipates some 2,600 participants.
Those wishing to participate must pre-
register for the event by Sunday, July 17.

Most of the sponsorships for the Down-
town Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Ex-
travaganza have been filled, notably by
“platinum sponsor” Trinitas Hospital, but
several are still available.

Despite the six-alarm fire that destroyed
its main restaurant on Elm Street May 5,
Ferraro’s Restaurant will still  provide
pizza for the run from the Ferraro’s South
location. Also providing pizza for the
event will be Casa di Pizza and Cosimo’s
Restaurant.

America in Bloom is a non-profit orga-
nization devoted to “nationwide beautifi-
cation through education and community
involvement.” The organization runs a
yearly competition to promote its mission.

In Westfield, the DWC is actively in-
volved in the event. Last year, Westfield
won in its population category of 20,001
to 50,000 residents, with a special men-

tion in landscaped areas.
The judges from the America in Bloom

organization will be in town from July 31 to
August 2. “It’s not about winning, although
that’s nice,” stated Ms. Cronin. “It’s really
about getting the community involved.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea added
that Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
was “looking forward” to the event.

In other news, the Westfield Farmers’
Market will open for business Saturdays
beginning July 9. Locally grown produce
and other products will be offered every
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. until
October 29 at the South Avenue train
station parking lot.

Ms. Cronin also announced that a sum-
mer intern has joined the DWC. Sarah
Hoffman is taking the lead in augmenting
the DWC website located at
westfieldtoday.com.

The next DWC board of directors meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled for
Monday, August 8, at 7:30 p.m. The
DWC office is located at 105 Elm Street.

More information on the DWC and the
SID can be found at westfieldtoday.com.

$31-Mil. Cranford Budget Passed,
Complies With State Oversight

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — After a delay of
several weeks due to state overseers’
insistence on revisions, the township
committee on Tuesday gave final ap-
proval to the 2011 municipal budget,
which will be financed in part by a 2
percent increase in the municipal por-
tion of property tax bills.

By a 3-1 vote, with Commissioner
Mark Dugan voting no and fellow Re-
publican David Robinson absent, the
committee capped off what Deputy
Mayor Kevin Campbell termed a “long
and arduous” budget process. It began
last winter when the governing body
was faced with a large deficit and the
possibility, according to Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, that the township would
not be able to pay its bills. Other fac-
tors included the “large number of prop-
erty tax appeals, enormous legal fees,
purchasing property we couldn’t af-
ford and a lack of surplus regenera-
tion,” the mayor said before Tuesday’s
vote on the $31-million budget.

The mayor reminded residents that
this year’s tax bills will include a sepa-
rate line item, along with the board of
education and the county and local
governments, for the library, as is now
required by the state. He stressed that
the tax levy for the library is “not a new
tax,” but merely reflects a mandate
separating financing for the library.

Admitting that the budget was “im-
perfect,” Mr. Campbell said, “There’s

no such thing as a perfect budget,”
adding that the committee’s goal was
to provide the “most amount of ser-
vices for the least amount of money.”

The vote had been delayed by a
month due to revisions that were re-
quired after state officials reviewed
the spending plan in May and disal-
lowed the way some budget provisions
were treated by municipal officials.
The committee adopted several amend-
ments addressing those concerns two
weeks ago.

In other business, the committee ap-
proved several parking ordinances. One
will prohibit parking on the entire
length of Yale Terrace between 9 a.m.
and 7 p.m. during the week while a
companion ordinance will allow resi-
dents on that street to park as long as
they have a township-issued permit.
Another ordinance prohibits parking
at all times on the south side of Romore
Place from Springfield Avenue to Park
Drive and on the east side from Romore
Place to the dead end. Parking will be
allowed for two-hour maximums on
the north side between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. and on the west side of Romore
from Romore Place to the dead end.

Two other ordinances passed on
Tuesday will raise the fees charged for
memberships at the township pool and
the fees for fire inspections. The com-
mittee also formally renewed liquor
licenses for the next 12 months for the
various restaurants, retail stores and
private clubs in Cranford.

Jeanne Cleary stated that she was
very proud of the students working
on the project and the presentation
was very touching.

Board member Nancy Bauer stated,
“This is the type of thing that people
should see on YouTube. I would like
all to see what happens in public
schools. We always hear how bad
public schools are. This is a way for
people to see first-hand all the great
things our public schools do.”

Last week the board heard presen-
tations from Evergreen, McGinn,
School One, Park Middle and Terrill
Middle Schools.

At the start of the meeting, Board
President Trip Whitehouse congratu-
lated all students who graduated on
June 22, and thanked those who
worked on Project Graduation for
students after the graduation cer-
emony. Parent Deb Broady spoke at
the meeting, thanking all the volun-
teers who helped plan the post-gradu-
ation celebratory event, noting, “We
had 275 kids participating this year
and it was reported that they had a
good time.”

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, August 25, at 7:30
p.m. in the administrative offices at
Evergreen School, located at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains. There are no meetings
scheduled for July.
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