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Parents Respond to SP-F BOE’s
Termination of Evergreen Teachers

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
public portion of last Thursday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) meeting, a group
of parents addressed the board about
the recent termination of two Ever-
green School teachers.

Cheryl Conklin of Scotch Plains
spoke to the board, saying, “I am

concerned over losing two fabulous
teachers at Evergreen. I am disap-
pointed and hope that this decision is
re-considered.” She added, “We have
a great school system and I don’t
want it to change.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes responded that, “Staffing
levels vary from year to year depend-
ing on enrollment.” She said there
was a slight decrease in some of the
classes at Evergreen, and an increase
in the middle schools. She noted that
those teachers who are not tenured
are usually the first to be let go. She
also said that while they try to keep
the class size smaller in the kinder-
garten through second grade, class
size does become a bit larger as stu-
dents mature.

Parent Debbie Harrah of Scotch
Plains stated there was a large popu-
lation of boys in the upcoming third
grade, and that she thought this some-
times makes a larger class “harder to
handle.”

Parent Ingrid Bordman added that
she thought the teachers themselves
should have been asked whether they
thought going from 21 in a class to 24
would be considered manageable, or
beneficial to the students.

Ms. Hayes said enrollment for the

next school year would continue to
be “tracked” to make sure each school
is properly manned.

In other business, school board
members heard updates from district
schools on their service learning
projects.

It was reported that Coles School
held a writing buddy program with
first and fourth graders, while Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School raised
over $150,000 for “Relay for Life.” It
was also noted that the high school’s
environmental club did a study of the
school’s recycling program and
helped to implement some changes.

 Brunner School Principal Scott
Bortnick showed a brief video of his
school’s service learning project,
which had to do with being a com-
panion to those in need. He showed
how his third-grade students were
empathetic toward the elderly, mem-
bers of the military, students in or-
phanages and even each other. The
video showed children using three,
or four words to describe their expe-
riences and showed how they learned
to become more aware of other’s
needs, as well as the need to be more
compassionate, helpful and sensitive.

After the video, board member
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SPFHS Class of 2011 Noted for
Impressive Achievements

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite a
tornado warning, the weather held on
June 22, and all 357 members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High school
(SPFHS) Class of 2011 walked across
the stage on Tyson Field during the
graduation ceremony.

After the seniors had processed
into their seats and the high school
band had played the national anthem,
SPFHS Principal David Heisey
greeted those in attendance and cited
some of the class’ many impressive
achievements, including the
Moonglowers being awarded num-
ber one in the state, the boys’ swim
team winning their first state title,
and the girls soccer team being named
Union County champions.

“These achievements are just the

beginning of your future,” Mr. Heisey
said.

During her honest and hopeful
speech, Valedictorian Laura Jean
Bruce admitted to being “a little
scared” saying, “as high school ends
we don’t know what’s coming (and)
it is truly up to us now.” She went on
to tell her fellow classmates to “focus
on their goals and aspirations, and to
not be afraid of what the future holds.”

“Keep calm and carry on (and)
don’t give up,” Laura said.

After hearing from Salutatorian
Amanda Hoe, the senior members of
the high school chorus performed a
poignant version of John Legends’
aptly named song “It Don’t Have to
Change” along with piano accompa-
niment. With the threatening storm
clouds receding behind them, and the
American flag flying high above, the

young and hopeful voices of the choir
rose in harmony, singing “I wanna go
back to those simple days...”

Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse welcomed the soon-to-
be graduates and their families, say-
ing, “The class of 2011 holds a spe-
cial place in my heart,” then talked at
length about some of their many
achievements in academics, athlet-
ics, and the arts.

“Set your goals, work hard, make
sure your voice is heard – if you do,
your possibilities will be endless,”
Mr. Whitehouse said.

Once Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes certified that all of
the eagerly waiting seniors had met
the necessary requirements to gradu-
ate, cheers, clapping and horn-blow-
ing erupted from the crowded bleach-
ers as the graduates’ names were
read.

After the entire senior class had
accepted their diplomas and were
back in their seats, Senior Class Presi-
dent Christopher Michael Gilman
gave a rousing closing address as
beach balls bounced high above the
graduates’ heads.

“We have grown into young men
and women who are ready to enter
the world,” Michael said.

Freeholders OK $14 Mil.
In Courthouse Improvements

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Freeholders last Thursday
approved $14 million for improve-
ments to the county courthouse.

M&M Construction of Union was
awarded a $2.3-million contract to
bring the courthouse complex up to
fire code. The complex includes the
old and new courthouse buildings,
old and new jails.

Michael Brennan, director of park
maintenance within the Department
of Engineering, Public Works and
Facilities, said the repairs needed
included sprinkler systems and re-
lated repairs.

In addition, GPC, Inc. of Millburn
was awarded an $11-million con-
tract for renovations to the county’s
justice complex. Included are the
Women’s Detention Center and
parking lot deck fire code upgrades,
the Oriscello Correctional Facility
kitchen and POD shower, and the
replacement of the courthouse el-
evator in the rotunda and tower.

Additionally, Pinnacle Consult-
ing of Newark was awarded an-
other $290,000 for a new contract
of $838,404 for additional consul-
tation management services for the
justice complex alternations project.
Mr. Brennan said the additional
money is to extend the existing con-
tract another 11 months.

County Manager George
Devanney said the fire code up-
grades are per state fire inspections.

The board approved a resolution
accepting a state Welfare to Work
grant of $28,729 that will be used
for the county’s Welfare to Work

shuttle service to transport workers
from Rahway to the Watchung
Square Mall who have no other
means of transportation and who
were previously unemployed, ac-
cording to Human Services Direc-
tor Frank Guzzo. He said the money
would be added to the contract with
Veolia Transportation, Inc. of
Lombard, Ill. for a new contract of
$3.7 million. He said the state cut
funding last year for the program,
causing the county to reduce its
hours of operation from 16 to six,
and that the $28,000 will enable the
county to continue to maintain that
six-hour operation.

In addition, the board approved
an agreement with New Jersey Tran-
sit to secure $1.4 million in funding
through the Casino Tax Revenue
Grant Program. The funds will be
used to operate the county’s
Paratransit Program, which pro-
vides transportation for seniors 60
and over, the disabled and the poor
to medical, education and employ-
ment, nutrition, shopping and rec-
reational facilities. Mr. Guzzo said
the funding to the county is
$214,000 less than last year.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son questioned a $176,500 contract
awarded to Birdsall Services Group
of Cranford to provide workplace
health and safety consulting ser-
vices.

“Birdsall isn’t going to come in
and give you consulting services;
they’re an engineering [firm],” Mr.
Paterson said. “That’s a lot of money.
Something tells me that they are bang-
ing you for 50 percent more.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SPMC Finalizing Plans for
East 2nd St. Exotic Car Show

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC) is
finalizing plans for its New and Ex-
otic Car Show, which will be held on
Sunday, September 18, on East Sec-
ond Street.

At its monthly meeting last Thurs-
day, the SPMC board of directors
discussed some of the logistics of the
event, which will feature 45 to 50 new
cars from area auto dealerships, as
well as several exotic cars such as a
replica of the Batmobile.

The show is tentatively planned to
run the entire length of East Second
Street, although Mayor Nancy Malool
told the board that the township coun-
cil is still waiting for input from the
police department on whether there
may be a “compelling reason” for the

street to be closed only from Park
Avenue to Hunter Avenue instead of
the entire length to Terrill Road. David
Biagini of FirsTEAManagement,
SPMC’s manager, will meet with
police department officials this week
to discuss traffic control issues re-
lated to the show.

The board also discussed the de-
tails of how the several dozen cars
will be showcased, with the likely
route — if the entire length of East
Second Street is available — begin-
ning in the vicinity of the municipal
building parking lot and running west
on East Second Street. Mr. Biagini
said it would be necessary for SPMC
to hire a traffic officer to direct traffic
and pedestrians while the parade of
cars is in progress. After the cars
finish the parade and presentation,
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Graduation, June 22, by Alex Taner

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Graduation by Alex Taner
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