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Distinguished Teacher award was pre-
sented to bridge program instructor
Charles Ropars, while the Memorial
Award was granted to Athletic Direc-
tor Sandra Mamary. After these fac-
ulty members stood up to cheers, the
Senior Concert Choir sang “Don’t Stop
Me Now,” arranged by Yuri Broze.

After the performance, Mr.
Renwick addressed the graduating
class. He encouraged the graduates
to remember their time at WHS
with high esteem, saying, “I am
sure the lessons you have learned
were both in, and out of the class-
room. They may have been learned
from tears overcame, or failures
endured, as much as from your suc-
cesses. You must define what suc-
cess means for you, and live with a
zeal for life.”

Gazing out into the sea of people
and video cameras panning the room,
Mr. Renwick concluded, “Remem-
ber that attitude is everything. Con-
sider the importance of attitude and
the way you perceive your world. I
ask you to be mindful of your
thoughts and carefully choose the
attitude of your life, because this
determines how you live.”

This year’s commencement
speaker was Chris Wojcik, WHS and
Harvard alumnus, who discussed the
importance of character, which, ac-
cording to Mr. Wojcik, is not mea-
sured by how many times one falls
down, but the fact that one is able to
get up.

“There is always darkness before
the dawn. As you go through life,
there will be a lot of hard times. Keep
your head up, stay positive. If you
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number of properties in the RB Two-
Family Residential District. The fol-
lowing properties are affected by this
change: Block 107, Lots 12-22; Block
108, Lots 14-23 and a portion of 9;
Block 205, Lots 2-34; Block 206,
Lots 1-23; Block 305, Lots 11-14;
Block 403, Lots 13-18; Block 405,
Lots 1-12 and a portion of 13; Block
406, Lots 2-17; Block 505, Lots 1-
10; Block 506, Lots 1-8 and Lots 10-
15; Block 507, Lots 1-3 and a portion
of 13.

Another ordinance amending the
land-use ordinance by creating a new
zone district entitled Transportation,
to represent property that is utilized
for public transportation, was
adopted. Bob Pender, chairman of
the planning board, said, “…there
were other towns in other instances
when people tried to build a public
right-of-way because it wasn’t zoned
as such and lawsuits entailed.”

“That zone has specific require-
ments, one being you can’t build a
house in front of it,” he said.

A bond ordinance to authorize the
2011 road and drainage improvement
project was adopted.

The council unanimously selected
a new recycling hauler. The council
moved to accept the bid from Waste
Management for a three-year con-
tract to pick up recycling at a cost of
$30,467 for years one and two, and
$31,325 for year three. Waste Man-
agement will replace the borough’s
current recycler, Great Northern, sav-
ing the borough $27,910 over a three-
year period. Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma told The Westfield
Leader that Great Northern’s con-
tract expires today, June 30.

During the workshop meeting,
Councilman Petruzzelli and Council-
woman Todisco said they were con-
cerned with the legal issues of the bid
not being submitted properly because
the company submitted its cost table
monthly as opposed to yearly in its
bid. The council had discussed reject-
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former councilman Kenneth
MacRitchie was incorrect when he
said at a previous meeting that the
Central Avenue pedestrian crossing
signal was reviewed by the state. Ac-
cording to Mrs. Carluccio, she called
the state and was told that they had
nothing to do with a review or ap-
proval. She also said if she or her
neighbors had been properly notified
about the placement of the light and
given the opportunity to object, it
would have saved a lot of aggrava-
tion. Mrs. Carluccio also said that the
people who have come forward in
favor of the light sounded “rehearsed
and coached.”

When Mayor Andy Skibitsky told
her that her 10 minutes had expired
and asked for the next person to come
to the microphone, Mrs. Carluccio
shouted, “You’re censoring me” and
said she would speak faster at the
next meeting.

Greg Kasko, who is running as an
independent for the third ward coun-
cil seat, said while Mayor Skibitsky
has said the crossing signal is in the
“safest location,” he is not a trained
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Pizza Extravaganza have been filled,
notably by “platinum sponsor”
Trinitas Hospital, but several are still
available.

Despite the six-alarm fire that de-
stroyed its restaurant on Elm Street
May 5, Ferraro’s Restaurant will still
provide pizza for the run. Also pro-
viding pizza will be Casa di Pizza and
Cosimo’s Restaurant.

America in Bloom is a non-profit
organization devoted to “nationwide
beautification through education and
community involvement.” The orga-
nization runs a yearly competition to
promote its mission.

In Westfield, the DWC is actively
involved in the event. Last year, Westfield
won in its population category of 20,001
to 50,000 residents, with a special men-
tion in landscaped areas.

Ms. Cronin encourages the town’s
inhabitants to make efforts to im-
prove the look of the town, and not
just in the downtown area, as the
judges tour the entire town.

The judges from the America in
Bloom organization will be in town
from July 31 to August 2. “It’s not

Freeholders OK $14 Million For Courthouse
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved $14
million for improvements to the county
courthouse.

M&M Construction of Union was
awarded a $2.3-million contract to bring
the courthouse complex up to fire code.
The complex includes the old and new
courthouse buildings, old and new jails.

Michael Brennan, director of park
maintenance within the Department of
Engineering, Public Works and Facili-
ties, said the repairs needed included sprin-
kler systems and related repairs.

In addition, GPC, Inc. of Millburn was
awarded an $11-million contract for reno-
vations to the county’s justice complex.
Included are the Women’s Detention
Center and parking lot deck fire code
upgrades, the Oriscello Correctional Fa-
cility kitchen and POD shower, and the
replacement of the courthouse elevator in
the rotunda and tower.

Additionally, Pinnacle Consulting of
Newark was awarded another $290,000
for a new contract of $838,404 for addi-
tional consultation management services
for the justice complex alternations
project. Mr. Brennan said the additional
money is to extend the existing contract
another 11 months.

County Manager George Devanney
said the fire code upgrades are per state
fire inspections.

The board approved a resolution ac-
cepting a state Welfare to Work grant of
$28,729 that will be used for the county’s
Welfare to Work shuttle service to trans-
port workers from Rahway to the
Watchung Square Mall who have no other
means of transportation and who were
previously unemployed, according to
Human Services Director Frank Guzzo.
He said the money would be added to the
contract with Veolia Transportation, Inc.
of Lombard, Ill. for a new contract of $3.7
million. He said the state cut funding last
year for the program, causing the county
to reduce its hours of operation from 16 to
six, and that the $28,000 will enable the
county to continue to maintain that six-
hour operation.

In addition, the board approved an
agreement with NJ Transit to secure $1.4
million in funding through the Casino
Tax Revenue Grant Program. The funds
will be used to operate the county’s
Paratransit Program, which provides
transportation for seniors 60 and over, the
disabled and the poor to medical, educa-
tion and employment, nutrition, shop-
ping and recreational facilities. Mr. Guzzo
said the funding to the county is $214,000
less than last year.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson ques-

tioned a $176,500 contract awarded to
Birdsall Services Group of Cranford to
provide workplace health and safety con-
sulting services.

“Birdsall isn’t going to come in and
give you consulting services; they’re an
engineering [firm],” Mr. Paterson said.
“That’s a lot of money. Something tells
me that they are banging you for 50
percent more.”

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon re-
sponded, “We’ve been doing this for
years.”

Elizabeth Genievich, director of ad-
ministrative services, added that the
county’s health and safety committee, of
which she chairs the executive part, com-
pleted a request for proposals (RFP) per
regulatory compliance.

She said the contract includes such
areas as hazard communications, con-
fined space entry and personal protective
equipment. She said Birdsall also is as-
sisting with Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) regula-
tions.

Mr. Paterson said the Union County
Watchdog Association has obtained a
copy of the O’Sullivan Associates report
on lifetime benefits for 650 non-union-
ized county workers after retirement.

“This report is just totally made up,” he
said. “All you guys are basically put up
there by the political bosses, not for vast
intelligence…or your personality,” not-
ing that the freeholders approved the life-
time benefits to 650 non-unionized em-
ployees before the O’Sullivan report was
completed.

“The taxpayers are going to be spend-
ing $100 million out of their pockets, and
all you received back is $3 million for
zero-percent increases [in union con-
tracts],” said Mr. Paterson.

He said his understanding is that the
county saves $1 million for each of the
first three years of zero-percent increases
in salaries for the workers. In the fourth
year of the contract, workers are given a
raise.

“But now these (lifetime) health-care
costs start due because we’re looking at
lifetime health-care costs and the com-
pany would want to be paid for this…so
they start billing,” Mr. Paterson said.

He said, based on his interpretation of
the study, the $3 million savings is “used
up” in the first three years. “By the fourth
year, you’re already up to $4 million in
billing for the free lifetime health ben-
efits,” Mr. Paterson said.

“Well, of course then in 25 years it
totals $100 million for free lifetime health
benefits,” Mr. Paterson said. “You saved
$3 million, but you’re going to be spend-
ing $102 million…And you guys voted
on this without even thinking about it.”

In response, Joseph Salemme, director
of labor management relations, said the
650 non-union workers’ salaries amount
to $32 million. He said by having em-
ployees receive one 3-percent annual raise
every four years over the course of 25
years, instead of 3 percent raises each
year, the county would save $100 mil-
lion.

Employees must be 55 or over, have
been employed 25 years or more with the
county, or retire at 62 with 15 years with
the county. Benefits range from $189.67
to $540.58 a month, depending on mari-
tal status and family plans.

“Salaries are paid every year, and when
they are not, they are saved every year.
That’s a fundamental principle. I’ve been
doing salary administration for 30 years.
That’s how it works,” he said.

He said between 2005 and 2010,
O’Sullivan Associates was retained by
all 21 of the county’s collective bargain-
ing units to complete actuarial studies
that were affirmed by the county’s actu-
ary, Brown & Brown.

Joel Lindsey of Linden questioned the
county spending $77,000 for design, con-
struction administration and inspection
services for installation turf at Mattano
Park in Elizabeth, as well as $116,200 for
the same work for installation of turf and
lights at Rahway River Park in Rahway.
Both contracts were awarded to Neglia
Engineering of Lyndhurst.

“Do you think with the economy that

ing all bids and sending the contract
out for a new bid. The borough re-
ceived three bids for the recycling
contract and two bids contained er-
rors. The other bidder  — the current
recycler — did not sign the bid bond.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi,
who recommended the council select
Waste Management because it was
the low bidder, said the error in the bid
was an “insubstantial irregularity.”

He said the borough could risk a
lawsuit should they accept the low
bidder. The attorney said the bidder
who submitted correctly could file a
lawsuit because his bid was submit-
ted without error.

During the public comment portion
of the workshop, resident Bruce Pater-
son, who noted his background as a
contractor and sending out bids, said
to Ms. Todisco, “You don’t have expe-
rience… You are making a mountain
out of a molehill. At this point, it is a
savings…it is a minor irregularity.”

During the workshop meeting, Mr.
Triarsi said the council needs to es-
tablish a salary, from $4,000 to
$6,000, in an ordinance for a shade
tree employee.

Councilman Mathieu, chairman of
the council’s Finance Committee,
said, “We have got a good bill of
health” for workers’ compensation
claims, which have dropped from 12
incidents in 2008 to two incidents for
the first half of 2011.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo, chair-
man of the council’s Buildings and
Grounds Committee, recommended the
council approve the air conditioning
unit for the police department with a
cost not to exceed $16,000. The coun-
cil voted to approve the request.

Resident Rich King said the post-
ing of comments by council mem-
bers on online public forums is “un-
acceptable.”

Garwood Baseball League Presi-
dent Scott Kessler thanked police,
fire, first aid and DPW for their hard
work.

believe you can, you’re halfway
there,” said Mr. Wojcik, using his
experience as a lacrosse coach to
motivate the graduates as he moti-
vated players on the field. “The most
important lesson in life is to put your
best foot forward, because then you
can never lose,” he said.

Following Mr. Wojcik’s speech,
students began to proceed up the
ramp leading onto the stage. As Ms.
Mamary announced each name, Su-
perintendent Dolan and Board of
Education President Julia Walker
presented the diplomas. After every
name was announced and Mr.
Renwick congratulated the class of
2011, the band began to play
“Westfield Victorious” as a blur of
blue and white hats flew up. While
the audience stood for the reces-
sional, the students paraded back
outside into the damp, darkening
night, warmly greeted by family,
friends and teachers.

Judy McLoughlin, WHS environ-
mental science teacher, commented,
“The class of 2011was one of the
nicest, most respectful and spirited
classes that I have ever seen. They
were very centered, and so support-
ive of each other.”

As cars zipped out of the parking
lot, and traffic intensified on Rahway
Avenue, some teachers lingered to
proudly observe, and take pictures
with, the recently graduated students.
A light drizzle began. Daniel Devlin,
WHS drama teacher, asserted, “The
class of 2011 was a very special
class. They’re an amazing group of
kids. Not to dismiss other classes,
but this one was just…wow.”

engineer. Mr. Kasko told the mayor,
“with all due respect you are not
qualified” to say what the safest loca-
tion is.

Mr. Kasko also responded to a state-
ment made at a previous meeting by
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, who
was absent Tuesday night, regarding
the filing of numerous OPRA re-
quests. Mr. Kasko stated that the fill-
ing of such requests is part of the
town clerk’s job and that his requests
saved the town money because it
prompted town-owned vehicles to be
taken away from employees who were
using them on weekends to run er-
rands. He also said he would not have
had to file so many requests if the
town had been more transparent.

Adina Enculescu also spoke about
the Central Avenue pedestrian cross-
ing signal in front of her home. She
said it “is the unsafest place in
Westfield.” She also asked that in the
evaluation of the light’s safety being
done by the police department, the
petition against the light, and the ac-
cident that took place there, be con-
sidered.

about winning, although that’s nice,”
stated Ms. Cronin, “it’s really about
getting the community involved.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
added that Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky was “looking forward” to
the event.

In other news, the Westfield Farm-
ers Market will be open for business
Saturdays beginning July 9. Locally
grown produce and other products
will be offered every Saturday from
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. until October 29 at
the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot.

Ms. Cronin also announced that a
summer intern has joined the DWC.
Sarah Hoffman is taking the lead in
augmenting the DWC website lo-
cated at westfieldtoday.com. Internet
browsers can now find the DWC on
Facebook.com and Twitter.com.

The next DWC board of directors
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Monday, August 8, at 7:30
p.m. The DWC office is located at
105 Elm Street. More information on
the DWC and the SID can be found at
westfieldtoday.com.

$31 Mil. Cranford Budget Passed,
Complies With State Oversight

we should be doing these kind of
projects?” Mr. Lindsey questioned.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon re-
sponded, “Personally, I think we should
be doing more of them because now
people can’t afford to go away for
vacation...The better our parks and the
more usable they are,” the more people
will be able to utilize the county parks
system. “I think that’s a worthy cause,”
Mrs. Scanlon added.

Republican Freeholder candidate An-
drew Smith of Summit responded to a
comment made by Freeholder Dan
Sullivan at the June 9 meeting, in which
Mr. Sullivan said the Elizabeth Board of
Education was “operating like a terrorist
organization” in regard to political fund-
raising efforts backing Democrats For
Change candidates for county freeholder
and state offices.

“It is disturbing to me that people are
using these terms. Last year in the elec-
tion, (freeholder candidate) Ellen Dickson
was called a racist simply because she
said one side of the county pays dispro-
portionately compared to the other,” Mr.
Smith said. “These kind of things I think
are really out of line and we really need to
rein it in. I hope we can have a better level
of discourse.”

In other business, the board approved
the appointment of Louis Beckerman,
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee
chairman, to the Union County Planning
Board through December 31, 2011.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After a delay of
several weeks due to state overseers’
insistence on revisions, the township
committee on Tuesday gave final ap-
proval to the 2011 municipal budget,
which will be financed in part by a 2
percent increase in the municipal por-
tion of property tax bills.

By a 3-1 vote, with Republican Com-
missioner Mark Dugan voting no and
fellow Republican David Robinson ab-
sent, the committee capped off what
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell termed
a “long and arduous” budget process. It
began last winter when the council was
faced with a large deficit and the possi-
bility, according to Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, that the township would
not be able to pay its bills. Other factors
included the “large number of prop-
erty-tax appeals, enormous legal fees,
purchasing property we couldn’t afford
and a lack of surplus regeneration,” the
mayor said before Tuesday’s vote on
the $31-million budget.

The mayor reminded residents that
this year’s tax bills will include a sepa-
rate line item, along with the board of
education and the county and local
governments, for the library, as is now
required by the state. He stressed that
the tax levy for the library is “not a new
tax,” but merely reflects a mandate
separating out financing for the library.

Admitting that the budget was “im-

perfect,” Mr. Campbell said, “There’s
no such thing as a perfect budget,”
adding that the committee’s goal was
to provide the “most amount of ser-
vices for the least amount of money.”

The vote had been delayed by a month
due to revisions that were required after
state officials reviewed the spending
plan in May and disallowed the way
some budget provisions were treated
by municipal officials. The committee
adopted several amendments address-
ing those concerns two weeks ago.

In other business, the committee ap-
proved several parking ordinances. One
will prohibit parking on the entire length
of Yale Terrace between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
during the week while a companion ordi-
nance will allow residents on that street to
park as long as they have a township-
issued permit. Another ordinance prohib-
its parking at all times on the south side of
Romore Place from Springfield Avenue
to Park Drive and on the east side from
Romore Place to the dead end. Parking
will be allowed for two-hour maximums
on the north side between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. and on the west side of Romore from
Romore Place to the dead end.

Two other ordinances passed on
Tuesday will raise the fees charged for
memberships at the township pool and
the fees for fire inspections. The com-
mittee also formally renewed liquor
licenses for the next 12 months for the
various restaurants, retail stores and
private clubs in Cranford.
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