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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
GOOD LUCK, GRADUATES…Westfield High School held its commencement ceremony on June 23 in the Westfield
National Guard Armory, at which time 445 students received their diplomas.

WHS Graduates 445 During
Commencement at Armory

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Class of 2011 proceeded into
the National Guard Armory last
Thursday led by Principal Peter
Renwick, Superintendent Margaret
Dolan and teachers proudly draped
in graduation attire. The graduates
marched through the grey haze of the
afternoon and into a realm of excite-
ment, where joy bounced off the walls
and swayed with the music of the
band. At the end of the ceremony, 445
students tossed their blue and white
caps into the air, affirming the suc-
cessful completion of their high-
school careers.

The evening began with a flag sa-
lute led by Student Council Vice-
President Travis Przybylski, followed
by the National Anthem, conducted
by senior Peter Carmo. Next came

the welcome addresses from Class
Presidents Catalina Gaglioti and
Cynthia Lam, and Student Council
President Katie Poncé. Catalina be-
gan her speech reminiscing about her
high-school experience and how she
had come to believe that “the two
most necessary things in life are to
find who you love, and to love what
you are doing.” She ended her part by
saying, “Remember this moment. We
have the world at our fingertips and
the possibilities are endless.”

Cynthia, who had moved to
Westfield during her freshman year,
told the audience the story of her
journey and how much she has grown
throughout the last four years. Smil-
ing, she recounted the importance of
taking risks, even if this meant start-
ing small, like buying a blueberry
bagel in the cafeteria instead of a
plain one and approaching more

people in the hallways.
“After attending WHS, I learned

how to step outside of my comfort
zone and take risks. Taking risks is
never easy, but it was when I was
surrounded by people as kind and
generous as [the class of 2011],” she
said.

As the room swelled with applause,
Katie stepped to the microphone to
provide additional inspirational
words to the crowd. “Each time we
face a new moment, we begin a new
chapter of our lives. Soon, we will all
be going our separate ways and try-
ing to work our way down our own
paths. But we must remember what
we learned at WHS – to push our-
selves and embrace life. We have so
much ahead of us; our futures have so
much to unfold. Our next chapters
are about to begin.”

During the ceremony, Mr. Renwick
noted that 126 students this year were
inducted into the National Honors
Society, 197 received President’s
Awards and 98 were honored on
Awards Night, gaining recognition
from 40 different organizations. Ad-
ditionally, there were four National
Merit Finalists and 27 who earned
the National Merit Letter of Com-
mendation. The College Woman’s
Club (CWC) of Westfield and Col-
lege Men’s Club (CMC) of Westfield
presented awards to students with the
highest academic GPA.

This year, the CWC award was
given to Danielle Fields and the CMC
award went to Matthew Ritter. Six
students of the Class of 2011 main-
tained a perfect 4.0 average through-
out all four years at WHS. They in-
cluded Danielle Fields, Matthew
Ritter, Adrian Bizzaro, Amelia
Morabito, Emma Partridge and Mel-
issa Morawski.

This year, the PTSO Outstanding
Teacher award was given to French
teacher Marie-Laure Hoffman; the
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOT ROD…Bob, Ray and Sal look under the hood of a ’69 Camaro at the
Westfield Neighborhood Council Exotic Car Show held Sunday.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER…Franklin Elementary School Assistant Principal
David Heller poses with students on Westfield’s last day of school June 23. The
dreary weather did not put a damper on the mood as students, parents and
teachers said goodbye for the summer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

DWC Promotes Summer
Events, Upgrades Website

Underhill Is Garwood Police
Chief; Field Plans Accepted

Westfield Council Approves
Salaries and Road Projects

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held
its monthly board of directors meet-
ing this past Monday night to pro-
mote upcoming DWC events during
the summer. The board also high-
lighted several of the improvements
made to the webpage of the DWC,
located at westfieldtoday.com.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
discussed four major promotions for
the town during the summer months:
the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival, the Sidewalk Sale Days, the
Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza, and the America
in Bloom Competition.

The 15th Annual Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival will begin
July 5 and continue on Tuesdays from
7 to 9 p.m. until August 30. More than
30 jazz bands will perform in four
locations across town: Central Av-
enue by Quimby Street; the corner of
East Broad Street and North Avenue;
Elm Street near Orchard Street, and
North Avenue by the train station.

The complete schedule for the Jazz
Festival is featured on the DWC’s
website.

The summer Sidewalk Sale Days
will be held from July 14 to July 18.
Many of the town’s retailers will par-
ticipate with special discounts. Ms.
Cronin stated this year’s spring Side-
walk Sale Days were “such a suc-
cess” that many business owners are
excited for the new promotion to be-
gin. In the event of inclement weather,
the event will continue inside partici-
pating stores.

The Downtown Westfield 5K Run
and Pizza Extravaganza also was pro-
moted by the board. The event, sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 20, at 7p.m.,
is celebrating its 10th anniversary
this year.

According to Ms. Cronin, the run
has almost 1,100 registered partici-
pants. The DWC anticipates some
2,600 participants. Those wishing to
participate must pre-register for the
event by Sunday, July 17.

Most of the sponsorships for the
Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
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By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
public meeting the town council ap-
proved salaries for municipal em-
ployees and passed an ordinance al-
lowing for the commencement of road
paving projects.

The council unanimously approved
an ordinance setting forth the salary
ranges for the non-union employees,
and a resolution setting the actual
salaries. The salaries, effective July
1, include, Town Administrator James
Gildea, $145,697; Town Clerk Claire
Gray, $85,353; Chief Financial Of-
ficer Liy-Huei Tsai, $104,054; Board
of Adjustment Attorney Vincent
Loughlin, $13,409; Public Defender
Gavin Handwerker $14,373; Munici-
pal Prosecutor Anthony Prieto,
$30,940; Municipal Judge Brenda

Cuba, $67,650; Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann, $87,780; Police
Chief John Parizeau, $132,862; Town
Engineer Kris McAloon, $117,110;
Town Planner William Drew,
$97,232; Public Works Superinten-
dent Claude Shaffer, $89,827; Deputy
Fire Chief David Kelly, $115,225;
and Fire Chief Daniel Kelly,
$127,333.

The council passed a resolution
setting the salaries for the employees
of the Westfield Memorial Library.
The salary for Director Phil Israel is
$93,998 while Assistant Director
Katherine Muhm’s salary is $73,795,
effective July 1.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance appropriating $1,733,000 for
capital projects. The projects include
repaving of parking lot 4, between
Elm Street and Mountain Avenue,

various road paving projects totaling
$1,533,000; stormwater drainage
improvements at a cost of $60,000;
new cameras for police vehicles for
$172,000 and new radios for the
Westfield Fire Department for
$55,000.

Town Council Public Works Com-
mittee Chairman Frank Arena said
the town will pave seven miles of
roadway and that a full list of roads
will be available online.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $31,372 change order for
improvements to Downer Street by
Cifelli & Son General Construction.
The improvements have been com-
pleted.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Central Avenue
resident Maria Carluccio said that

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The state’s Green
Acres program has approved archi-
tectural plans for the borough’s ath-
letic field complex without changes,
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli reported
at Tuesday night’s borough council
meeting. “We’re on our way,” he said,
followed by clapping from the crowd.

The council unanimously ap-
pointed Lieutenant Bruce Underhill
to replace retiring Police Chief Will-
iam Legg. An official private swear-
ing-in will take place Friday, July 1,
and an unofficial public swearing-in
will take place at the next council
meeting on Tuesday, July 12.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
his promotion was “well deserved.”

Councilwoman Sara Todicso said
she was happy with the Police Search
committee’s recommendation of Lt.
Underhill.

Councilman Jim Matthieu said the
borough was “in violation of the town’s
bylaws” by creating the Police Search

committee. He read from the bylaws,
stating, “A special committee could
be appointed by the mayor for the
purposes other than those included in
the duties of a standing committee.”
He said as a standing council commit-
tee, the police committee deals with
personnel issues. “This seems to be a
self-inflicted wound” by not search-
ing for a police chief through the po-
lice committee, he said.

The council had intended to adopt
nine ordinances set forth by the plan-
ning board; however, four ordinances
require amendments because an old
zoning map was used when writing the
documents. Those amended ordinances
will be adopted at the next council
meeting. Two ordinances, one affect-
ing the official map and an ordinance to
create a Transit Oriented Development
Zone District, were tabled.

An ordinance was adopted to
amend the land-use ordinance by
expanding the RA Single-Family
Residential Zone and reducing the
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WHS Graduation By Betsey Burgdorf


