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Register Now for July NJIO
Chamber Music Workshop

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
New Jersey Intergenerational Orches-
tra is offering its Introduction to
Chamber Music Workshop for String
and Winds. The program is designed
for beginner and intermediate play-
ers of all ages, but is open to all levels.

The workshop is held on Thursday
evenings, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Judith G. Wharton Music Center, 60
Locust Avenue, Berkeley Heights.

Session B runs from July 7 – July
28. The cost is $100. An application
can be downloaded from the NJIO
web site, www.njio.org or, call the
NJIO office at (908) 603-7691 and
leave a message.

For more information, contact
workshop leader and cellist, Martin
Steinberg at (973) 953-4425, or email
MSteinberg@njio.org.

Each student receives personal and
group instruction on their instrument
by a staff of outstanding professional
coaches. A noncompetitive and re-
laxed atmosphere is key to learning
and enjoying this workshop, and a
typical evening includes a brief dis-
cussion, coaching and playing with a
break in between to socialize. Music

that matches your skill level is pro-
vided and our encouraging coaching
staff will guide you to experience the
joys of playing chamber music among
new friends. Past participants range
in age from 11 through 70, in keeping
with the NJIO mission of “bridging
the generations through music.”

Martin Steinberg, cellist, is the
workshop leader. He has performed
at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall,
Alice Tully Hall, Symphony Space
and NJPAC and teaches cello in his
studio in South Orange.

Wind coach, Meredyth Coleman,
is oboist for City Winds Trio since
2001. She has a Masters degree in
musical performance on oboe from
the Hartt School of Music. Ms.
Coleman also holds a professional
studies performance diploma in En-
glish horn from the Mannes College
of Music. She performed with the
Emerson String Quartet and numer-
ous orchestras.

The Introduction to Chamber Mu-
sic Workshop has been made pos-
sible in part though the generosity of
ACMP – The Chamber Music Net-
work.

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO!…Runners take off at the Downtown
Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza to be held this year onWednesday,  July 20.
Participants are treated to a pizza dinner after the race.

Westfield 5K and Pizza
Extravaganza Set for July 20

WESTFIELD - The Downtown
Westfield Corporation’s 10th Annual
Downtown Westfield 5K and Pizza
Extravaganza will be on July 20. The
shotgun will fire at 7 p.m. to an-
nounce the start of the race. This year
registration is only pre and online at
www.PracticeHard.com. There are no
processing fees and the online sign
up closes at midnight on July 17. Pick
up d-tags and t-shirts (to the first
2,000 entrants) on race day as early
as 5 p.m.

Last year, the nicknamed “pizza
run” attracted over 2,500 runners and
over 6,000 spectators for a night of
running, pizza, prizes, and entertain-
ment. The Downtown Westfield 5K
and Pizza Extravaganza is a great
way to showcase the business com-
munity and surrounding neighbor-
hoods.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center
is the Platinum Sponsor of the event
for the second year. So far, Horizon
Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jer-
sey, Shop Rite of Garwood, Over-
look Medical Center, and Stop and
Shop have returned with silver spon-
sorships. The Alternative Press, Drew
and Rogers, and Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group will be returning bronze
sponsors. Castle Bootery/Saucony,
Wells Fargo Advisors, UBS Finan-
cial Services are new bronze spon-
sors. Thomas Burns, DMD, PA will

be a new contributing sponsor. State
Farm Insurance Christine Consenza
Agency has returned with a contrib-
uting sponsorship. Creative Dental
Care has returned with a supporting
sponsorship.

The race will be held on the USATF
certified course for the following
route: On East Broad Street left onto
North Euclid Avenue, left onto Park
Drive through Mindowaskin Park,
Cross Mountain Avenue, right onto
Lawrence Avenue, left onto Sylvania
Place, right onto Elm Street, left onto
Newton Place, right onto Prospect
Street, left onto Brightwood Avenue,
left onto Embree Crescent, left onto
Eaglecroft Road, right onto Clark
Street, left onto West Dudley Av-
enue, right onto Elm Street, and fin-
ish just past East Broad Street. Refer
to www.WestfieldToday.com for the
2011 course map.

Pizza and dessert will be provided
to all registered runners. Entertain-
ment will be provided by the Michael
Craig Band with an awards ceremony
immediately following the race.

To find out more about the Down-
town Westfield Corporation 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza, contact Sherry
Cronin, or Beth Brenner at the Down-
town Westfield Corporation at 105
Elm Street, Westfield 07090, (908)
789-9444 or by visiting
www.WestfieldToday.com.

BEST FRIENDS – The Friends of Westfield Symphony present proceeds from
their Tour of Notable Homes to Westfield Symphony Orchestra at the Finale
party held June 12 at the home of Beth Denker. The Westfield Symphony season
will resume on September 10 with a season opening patriotic concert in com-
memoration of the 9/11 10-year anniversary. Pictured, left to right, are: Gretchen
Castorina (2011 Home Tour Chair), Mark Fleder (WSO Board President),
Maestro David Wroe (WSO Music Director), Carole Leone (Friends Treasurer),
Lee Corcoran (Friends Co-President).

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO

Commend their students on their fine performances at the

52nd

ANNIVERSARY
of piano recitals

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield     www.carolynmusic.com     (908) 233-9094

NOW ENROLLING for the

SUMMER & FALL PROGRAMS

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Midnight in Paris”
The Brilliance of Woody’s Twilight

4 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Attempting to figure out where
filmmaker Woody Allen’s brilliant
“Midnight in Paris” slots in among
his best works, it occurs that it would
be just as difficult to decide which
of Babe Ruth’s homeruns were the
most magnificent. Featuring soul-
fully whimsical writing, exquisite
direction and superb acting, he
knocks this one right out of the
park.

Drawing us in from the get-go
with a perfect montage of Paris from
every angle at every time of day,
rain or shine, he essentially admits
he can love another city almost as
well as he does New York. It is the
playground for this elegantly liter-
ate comedy. By film’s end Woody
charmingly reaffirms every glori-
ous notion and myth about the City
of Lights.

It will prove a most alluring and
challenging crucible for Owen
Wilson’s Gil Pender. A successful
screenwriter on vacation with his
fiancée, Inez (Rachel McAdams),
and her parents, he hears the call of
his passion. Maybe he should just
chuck Hollywood, move to Paris
and devote himself to a life of belles-
lettres. You know, do the Left Bank
thing.

Then the magic is introduced. Just
in case Gil needed further inspira-
tion to engage in the literary dream
that Paris evokes, one night when
the wanderlust takes him exploring
through the streets, a strange thing
happens. Pulling up in a 1920
Peugeot Landaulet limo, several
revelers beckon Gil to join them.
Hesitating only a second, he hops
aboard.

 They arrive at a party.
Hmm…must be a costume gala.
Everyone’s dressed in the glamour
of the Lost Generation, Paris, circa
1920s. And then a fellow whose
wife just happens to be named
Zelda, introduces himself as Scott
Fitzgerald…F. Scott Fitzgerald, he
adds. If ever there were a theme
park to fulfill one’s fantasy, Gil has
stumbled upon it.

He meets them all, a pantheon of
the great scribes, painters, critics,
pundits and hangers on, and, what’s
more, they like him. This includes
Kathy Bates’s marvelously inter-
preted Gertrude Stein who, Ernest
Hemingway assures, would be the
best to evaluate the novel Gil has
been struggling to write. Tellingly,
it’s about a man who runs a nostal-
gia shop.

 Gil escapes to this world from
the appointed pickup spot each mid-
night, drawing only the slightest
suspicious inquiry from Inez. The
beautiful but self-absorbed lass has
not fallen far from the tree. She
assures her heinously materialistic
mom (Mimi Kennedy) that, while
odd, Gil will be a good provider.
Besides, he isn’t to be taken too
seriously.

It’s a parable worthy of Aesop,

replete with a beautifully iterated
panoply of familiar Allen themes
about love, career and squeezing
the utmost joy and knowledge from
life’s big puzzle. Intelligently con-
vivial, it invites us into the big joke,
name dropping, edifying and add-
ing the author’s twist on the storied
era he so lovingly praises and
deconstructs.

 Plus, there’s a twist within the
twist, and a heartfelt love story
tucked dreamily inside the roman-
tic comedy. Her name is Adriana.
Played by Marion Cotillard, the
would-be couturier to the stars has
lived with Modigliani and Picasso,
though not at the same time, and
won Hemingway’s affections. She
tacitly becomes Gil’s guide to 1920s
Paris.

 Sad-eyed and wise beyond her
years, she exudes a vulnerability
and fatalism Gil can’t help but find
attractive. What’s more, she takes
him seriously, as she does the devo-
tion to art for art’s sake. And like
Gil, she pines for another era. The
comparative wistfulness is terrific
and informing. Gosh, old sport, this
is an awfully good piece of writing.

Naturally, Allen suffuses Gil’s
1920s paradise with the great melo-
dies of the time, and makes sure to
have Cole Porter (Yves Heck) him-
self at the piano one night, regaling
partygoers with those intelligently
significant lyrics. The casting is
great. With just a touch of defining
caricature added, everyone looks
and acts as we imagined they would.

Corey Stoll is especially funny as
Ernest Hemingway; Alison Pill and
Tom Hiddleston are appropriately
reckless as Zelda and F. Scott
Fitzgerald, respectively; and Adrien
Brody is a hoot as Salvador Dali.
But if you’re looking for an early
handicap on the nominations, fig-
ure Kathy Bates as a strong possi-
bility for Best Supporting Actress.

Insofar as Owen Wilson’s writer
in wonderland, this doubtlessly is
his best performance to date. In-
deed, he distinguished himself in
“The Royal Tenenbaums” (2001)
and has achieved amiability via sev-
eral farces. However, whether it’s
because Woody inspires actors or
he recognizes their hidden ability,
here Wilson expands his thespic
menu.

Allen, playing Auntie Mame to
our Patrick Dennis, generously
wants to show and tell us every
smart and comical thing he knows.
Thus, whilst trying to figure where
this fits among the filmmaker’s fin-
est works, and recalling Robert
Browning’s phrase, “the best is yet
to be,” it occurs “Midnight in Paris”
just might herald a new dawn for
Woody.

***
“Midnight in Paris,” rated PG-

13, is a Sony Pictures Classics re-
lease directed by Woody Allen and
stars Owen Wilson, Rachel
McAdams and Kathy Bates. Run-
ning time: 100 minutes

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
FIRST PLACE…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, left, congratu-
lates Millicent Brody of Westfield on winning first place in the professional
photography category at the 2011 Union County Senior Art Show during the
opening reception for the exhibit at the Elizabethtown Gas Company’s Liberty
Hall Center in Union. The exhibit will be on display until July 16 at Liberty Hall
Center, which is located at 1085 Morris Avenue in Union. Viewing times are from
9 a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Prom — Photos courtesy of Pam Shlissel and Marty Marks

‘Westfield in Bloom’ Project
Underway, Volunteers Needed

WESTFIELD - Westfield in Bloom
is well underway in Westfield. After
last year’s four bloom rating and two
awards, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) and David Williams,
of Williams Nursery have expanded
their efforts for the National America
in Bloom Competition, locally known
as “Westfield in Bloom.”

Westfield will be visited by two
America in Bloom judges on August
1 and 2. They will score and judge
based upon eight criteria: floral dis-
plays, tidiness, landscaped areas, ur-
ban forestry, heritage, community
involvement, turf and groundcovers,
and environmental effort. Of the 28
towns which participated in last year’s
competition, Westfield has received
two of the top prizes in the competi-
tion. Working to receive the same
gratification this year, businesses,
individuals and organizations are en-
couraged to participate with their
own plantings and beautification
projects.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
and Williams Nursery have partnered
again to place beautiful floral dis-
plays in downtown Westfield. 48
hanging baskets of Queen of Balcon
ivy geraniums adorn the fences on
Central Avenue and an additional
52 baskets will be filled on light
poles around downtown and at the
train station. Furthermore, 48 rect-
angular planters with Dragon
Winged Begonias and variegated
ivy have been placed at storefronts
and common areas in the down-
town.

Volunteers are sought for gar-
dening, weeding and watering in
downtown. Participants in
“Westfield in Bloom’”may also
compete for awards in categories
such as: Best Window Boxes, Best
Storefronts, Best Planters, Best of
Westfield, Best Kid’s Gardens, and
Best Gardens. Having the commu-
nity get involved not only helps
Westfield bloom, but instills a sense
of pride in the community. Entries
can be sent by email to
info@westfieldinbloom.com or by
contacting Downtown Westfield
Corporation at
s.cronin@westfieldtoday.com or
(908) 789-9444.

This year’s theme of “Attracting
the Butterflies” presents a new goal
for the team. Inspired by Diane

Genco, local resident and host of a
certified Monarch Waystation,
Diane has been an active supporter
in “Westfield in Bloom.” Diane has
been teaching the community about
butterflies and gardening for many
years. Westfield in Bloom’s theme
is to attract Monarch butterflies due
to the dwindling numbers of the
species. These butterflies will also
serve as pollinators for Westfield’s
plant life.

One of the gardens planted to at-
tract butterflies this year was done so
by members of Keller Williams Re-
alty. They again joined forces and
donated a garden to Westfield as part
of their National RED (Renew, Ener-
gize, Donate) Day. Last year, Keller
Williams Realty donated and planted
the beautiful rose garden at the North
Avenue Train Station. This year,
Keller Williams Realty donated and
planted the entrance to the large mu-
nicipal lot on Elm Street, (near Trader
Joe’s) by planting perennial sedum
plants with an additional goal to at-
tract butterflies too.

America in Bloom is an indepen-
dent, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to promoting nationwide
beautification programs and personal
and community involvement through
the use of flowers, plants, trees, and
other environmental and lifestyle en-
hancements. America in Bloom pro-
vides educational programs, resources,
and the challenge of a friendly compe-
tition between participating communi-
ties across the country.

Photo courtesy of Sarah Hoffman
BEAUTIFUL BLOOMS…Flowering
baskets have been placed on Central
Avenue as part of the annual “Westfield
in Bloom” effort.


