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** Notice to Cranford, Garwood Residents **
Cranford or Garwood organizations desiring to have
its news published in The Westfield Leader, please put

in story form and e-mail to community@goleader.com

Cranford Car Shows
To Begin Tonight

CRANFORD – Cranford Car
Shows 2011, sponsored by the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce and
First State Bank, will be held tonight,
Thursday, June 23, from 5 to 9 p.m.
and again on July 14 and August 11.
The Garlic Rose Bistro of Cranford
will sponsor the music.

The car show entrance will be at
Alden Street and North Avenue. Ve-
hicles of all years, makes and models
are welcome. Admission is free for
show cars and the public. Registra-
tion will start at 5:01 p.m.

In addition to music, there will be
free giveaways and a Hula Hoop con-
test for children. Show trophies and
awards will be distributed starting at
8:30 p.m. during each show. There
will be End of Season Attendance
Awards and the People’s Choice
Award.

For further information and direc-
tions, contact Bob Hoeffler (days) at
(908) 272-6114 or Bill Mackey at
(908) 400-7348 (cell) or by e-mail at
bm171@aol.com.

Seniors Highlight Meeting;
Picnic Today, Future Events
GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-

nior Citizens Club met on June 16 at
the Garwood Firehouse, with 52 mem-
bers in attendance. Highlights included
a pizza lunch and a sing-along tribute
to retiring Garwood Police Chief Wil-
liam Legg. The tune was to “When the
Saints Go Marching In,” but with the
words changed to “Oh When The Chief
Retires in June.”

Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi discussed construction
plans for the new recreation com-
plex. The complex is going out to
bid soon.

The Senior Citizens Picnic will
take place today, Thursday, June 23,
beginning at 11 a.m. at the Ballfield
Park Gazebo and is open to all
Garwood seniors. Games, food,
dancing and music will be featured.
Those needing the borough senior
bus for travel to the picnic may call
Ann Romano at (908) 789-0455.

The Westfield Area “Y” will hold
an eight-session cardiovascular and
flexibility training program for all
Garwood and Cranford residents
ages 54 to 64, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays beginning July 5 from 7
to 8 p.m. This program will be held
at local parks. “Y” membership is
not required, but there will be a $40
fee. To reserve, call Lynne
Appelbaum at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 239.

A trip is planned for Wednesday,
July 20, to the Showboat Casino in
Atlantic City. The bus will leave the
Garwood Firehouse at 9 a.m. and
return at approximately 7 p.m. This
trip also is open to seniors who are
not Garwood residents. For more
information, including the cost, call
Walter Maszczak at (908) 789-1067.

An Ice Cream Social for all
Garwood seniors will take place on
Thursday, August 25, from 12:30 to
3:30 p.m. at the firehouse. The club
is in its summer schedule now. There
will only be meetings on July 21 and
August 4.

The Garwood Senior Citizens
Club meets on the first and third
Thursdays of every month at noon at
the Garwood Fire House. The next
meeting will be on July 21. Anyone
interested in joining is asked to call
Patsy at (908) 789-0835 or to ask for
Dolores if attending a club meeting.

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Bucknell
University has released the dean’s
list for outstanding academic
achievement during the spring se-
mester of the 2010-11 academic
year. A student must earn a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher on a
scale of 4.0 to receive dean’s list
recognition. Those students from
your circulation area who met this
standard are:

Scott M. Bernstein, Westfield, son
of Ronald and Beth Bernstein of
Westfield, and a 2010 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Kelli M. Bruno, Cranford, daugh-
ter of Paul and Karen Bruno of
Cranford, and a 2009 graduate of
Cranford High School.

Emily S. Budnick, Westfield,
daughter of Lawrence and Karen
Budnick of Westfield, and a 2010
graduate of Westfield High School.

Brendan P. Burgdorf, Westfield,
son of Betsey Burgdorf of Westfield,
and Charles Burgdorf of
Douglaston, N.Y, and a 2009 gradu-
ate of The Pingry School,
Martinsville.

Sarah E. Canfield, Scotch Plains,
daughter of James and Lynn
Canfield of Scotch Plains, and a
2010 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Bridget G. Cornwell, Scotch
Plains, daughter of Curtis and
Kathleen Cornwell of Scotch Plains,
and a 2008 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Alexander K. DeRose,
Mountainside, son of James and
Elizabeth DeRose of Mountainside,
and a 2010 graduate of Governor
Livingston High School.
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Letters to the Editor

UCIA Estimate of 52 Percent Savings
On Energy Costs for Solar Is Absurd
In your article about Union County

beginning the installation of solar
panels, you print that the “UCIA es-
timates a 52 percent overall reduction
in energy costs for the facilities par-
ticipating in the program.” I interpret
this as meaning that a facility that was
paying $10,000 a month for electric-
ity will be paying $4,800. This is
patently absurd and I suspected it
could only have originated from a
county press release. It did.

I would suggest that when a county
representative provides times for hay-
rides or suggestions about when to
change the water in your birdbath
you would be safe in trusting their
information.

However, when it comes to savings
from installing solar panels, the cost
of providing lifetime health benefits
to employees, being able to trade-
mark their seal, not being able to cut
the Open Space tax, being able to raid
the Open Space trust fund, losing so
much money on Oak Ridge golf
course that it had to be closed, mak-
ing money off of golf in 2010, ac-
counting for the cost of Musicfest, or
any time the phrase “saving the tax-
payers money” is used in conjunc-
tion with a project shepherded by a
coterie of suits that you consider the
source.

John Bury
Kenilworth

The New Jersey pension system is
“teetering on the brink of collapse”
according to State Senate President
Stephen Sweeney in arguing for a
bill that will do absolutely
nothing to forestall that col-
lapse as admitted in the Fis-
cal Impact section at the end
of that bill summary:

“According to testimony
provided by the Department
of the Treasury to the Senate
Budget and Appropriations
Committee, increases in State and
local employee contributions to the
various State and local pension
funds, in accordance with the provi-
sions of the bill, will be $3.9 billion
in the first ten years and $120 billion
over 30 years....The Administration
did not provide the committee with
any information about the underly-
ing assumptions for its fiscal esti-
mate.”

I figured the additional annual con-
tribution employees would be mak-
ing would come to about $250 mil-
lion and with creative use of com-
pounding $3.9 billion is possible
over 10 years*. Since about $8 bil-
lion is being paid out of the fund
annually these days, and a spate of
retirements is certain to come, those
additional contributions will allow
for a few more weeks of payments
but will not shave a day off of the
drop-dead date of the plan. That’s
because the additional money will
come from the employees them-
selves and simply raise the amount
of remaining assets that will have to

be returned to all employees when
that’s all that’s left in the plan.

That is, if the plan would have had
$40 billion dollars in 2014 without

any changes (totaling what
the participants had put into
the plan and not yet received
back) then those additional
contributions might raise the
fund value to $41.5 billion
but that would still amount to
the total returnable contribu-
tions.

Who are these legislators trying to
fool? Don’t they understand the num-
bers? How can they believe there is
a crisis and “failure to act is not an
option” and then fail to act? Are they
complete idiots?

As I write this, I have the debate
over the bill being held in the State
Senate playing in the background on
New Jersey Network. The more I
listen, the clearer the answers: Tax-
payers; No; Hypocrisy; Yes.

* $120 billion over 30 years is too
silly of a number to give any cre-
dence to unless Weimar-style hyper-
inflation is assumed along the way.

John Bury
Kenilworth

NJEA President Barbara Keshishian
(June 15)) called for transparency in
the awarding of health insurance con-
tracts, and disclosure of broker fees:

...the June 16 hearing on legislation
being pushed by Senate President
Steve Sweeney and Governor Chris
Christie is “an insult to NJEA mem-
bers, and an abuse of the public trust.”

University of Scranton Awards
Honors at Commencement

SCRANTON, Pa. – Stacey Ann
Legg of Garwood and Christopher John
Luby of Scotch Plains were among the
68 students honored by The Univer-
sity of Scranton during its undergradu-
ate Class Night ceremony. The Jesuit
university recognized outstanding
members of the Class of 2011 for
academic achievement and service.

Stacey was the recipient of the Ex-
cellence in Community Health Edu-
cation Award. She earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Community
Health Education. She served as vice-
president of the Community Health

Education Club and was a member of
the Student Advisory Board of the
Leahy Clinic.

Stacey plans on seeking employ-
ment as a certified health education
specialist followed by graduate stud-
ies. She graduated from Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark.

Christopher received the Excellence
in Chemistry Award. He earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Chemistry.

He plans to seek employment in his
area of study after graduation. Christo-
pher is a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in Scotch Plains.

Jonathan S. Erman, Westfield, son
of Martin and Sheryl Erman of
Westfield, and a 2010 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Spenser F. Frieri, Cranford, son
of John and Donna Frieri of
Cranford, and a graduate of
Cranford High School.

Caitlyn M. Oster, Westfield,
daughter of Michael and Margaret
Oster of Westfield, and a 2007
graduate of Westfield High School.

Lindsay A. Robinson, Fanwood,
daughter of Christopher and Laura
Robinson of Fanwood, and a 2010
graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Blair A. Rolnick, Westfield,
daughter of Lawrence and Kim-
berly Rolnick of Westfield, and a
graduate of Peddie School,
Hightstown.

SUMMIT — Fifty-one senior
boys were graduated from the Ora-
tory Prep School on June 4.

Local graduates included:
McManus Dolan of Westfield will
attend Denison University; Gus
Exarhakos* of Cranford, will at-
tend Fordham University; Daniel
Fitzpatrick* of Westfield, will at-
tend Boston College; Ryan Murray*
of Westfield, will attend Boston Col-
lege; and Raymond Thek, III of
Scotch Plains, will attend Loyola
University of Maryland. The aster-
isk denotes membership in the
Newman Chapter of the National
Honor Society.

Oratory Prep
Announces Graduates

Education News

Bucknell Univ. Announces
Spring Dean’s List
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Who Are These Legislators Trying To
Fool? - A Bill That Does Nothing

Zumbathon Sunday
To Benefit CPL

CRANFORD – The second annual
Zumbathon to benefit the Cerebral
Palsy League of Cranford will take
place this Sunday, June 26, from 1 to
3 p.m. at the Jardine Academy, lo-
cated at 61 Myrtle Street in Cranford.

The cost to participate is $20 if
reservations are made in advance at
kickituptraining.com, and $25 for
walk-ins. The event will be spon-
sored by Kick it Up Training and
Next Step’s Dance Studio in Cranford.
For more information, call (908) 343-
0032 or (908) 377-4621.

Quinnipiac Announces
Spring Dean’s List

HAMDEN, Conn. - The following
area residents were named to the dean’
list for the Spring 2011 semester at
Quinnipiac University: Corinne
Laudati of Cranford; Joshua
Bornstein of Westfield; Daniel
Sullivan of Westfield; Colin
Carrasquillo of Mountainside; Kevin
DiStefano of Berkeley Heights; Laura
Kapilow of Berkeley Heights.
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Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court
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