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CAPPIELLO SHINES ON MOUND, GANAWAY RBI DBL, CHIRICELLA GOES 2-FOR-2, DANNIVIG GETS TWO RBI

WF White Holds off WF Blue In N. J. All-Star League, 6-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield White – donning blue
uniforms – received a strong pitching
performance from Bennie Cappiello
and key hits from Thomas Ganaway
and Alex Apostolos to hold off the
Westfield Blue, wearing white uni-
forms, 6-2, in the opening game of
the 11U North Jersey All-Star League
at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on
June 15.

Both teams finished with six hits,
but the White managed to capitalize
on five of their six hits to score three
runs in the second inning and three
more in the fifth. Blue team pitchers
Cory Hiltz, Mark Schiavo and Cory
Billings combined to allow only two

walks, while striking out three. White
team pitchers Cappiello and Tom
DelVecchio also ceded only two
walks.

“First time out of the shoot, the
pitching was strong. Both teams
played excellent defensively. We had
the benefit that they had some op-
portunities and they had some line
drives right at people. Some of the
shots they hit found our gloves and
got us out of trouble. The game could

have easily shifted,” Westfield White
Head Coach Humberto Vall-Llobera
said. “But that’s baseball. Sometimes
you hit where the defense is, and
sometimes you hit where they
aren’t.”

Cappiello pitched the first three

innings, striking out four and walk-
ing one, while allowing only a single
to Ryan Chiricella, who went 2-for-2
with a run scored.

“The first three innings, Cappiello
really held us down. We didn’t do
much the first three innings. We didn’t
swing the bat as well as we liked.
They pitched well the last three in-
nings too. We hit some balls, but we
hit them right at people. We had some
bad luck,” Westfield Blue Head Coach

Dan Eliades said.
“Cappiello! Anytime we play a big

game, ‘Cap’ is the guy who really
gives us a good shot. He is an excel-
lent strike thrower. He has a good
approach. He hits locations. He is our
big game pitcher,” Coach Vall-

Llobera said.
In the top of the first inning,

Westfield Blue batter Matt Manning
hit a two-out bomb to deep
centerfield that was mishandled. He
attempted to get to third base, but he
was a little late. Jake Vall-Llobera
ripped a one-out single to center in
the bottom of the inning but two
straight strikeouts left him stranded.

Westfield White’s chance came in
the second inning. Michael Knapp
plopped a leadoff single over first.
Cappiello walked. Jake Lierie (1-
for-2, 2 RBI) tapped a grounder to
the mound, which resulted in an over-
throw that allowed Knapp and
Cappiello to score. Ganaway (1-for-
2, 2 runs scored, RBI double) hit a
grounder that looked like a sure base
hit, but the ball hit Lierie as he was
running to third, causing Lierie to be
automatically out. Apostolos fol-
lowed with a single and Brice
Dannivig (2 RBI) hit an RBI
groundout to make the score, 3-0.

The Blue threatened in the third.
After Tanner Devin grounded out to
second for the second out, Schiavo
walked and Chiricella singled, but
Brett Denner’s steaming grounder

back to the mound was smothered
by Cappiello, who tossed to first for
the third out.

Westfield White’s Mark Walter
grounded out in the third inning and
Matt Barmakian grounded out in the
fourth. Shiavo pitched both innings
and held the White team scoreless.
In the meantime, Westfield Blue
missed an opportunity in the fourth
when White team centerfielder Steve
Barden robbed Billings of an extra
base hit with a spectacular catch
then Chris Marner followed with a
single to left.

“The earth is covered by three-
quarters water, and Stevie Barden
covers the rest,” commented Coach
Vall-Llobera.

Westfield Blue hit the ball espe-
cially hard in the fifth inning with
singles from Andrew Eliades and
Robert Norris, but Sean Taylor’s and
Devin’s shots were drilled right into
the glove of pitcher DelVecchio.

In the fifth, Cappiello walked and
stole second. Lierie slapped an RBI

single and Ganaway rapped his RBI
double. Apostolos singled to center,
and Dannivig’s slow roller back to
the mound gave Ganaway time to
score the sixth run. Michael Birle hit
a sharp grounder to third for the
third out.

The Blue rallied in the sixth.
Shiavo walked. Chiricella singled.
Denner laid down a bunt RBI single
and Matt Bromberg added an RBI to
finalize the scoring.

“From the middle of the lineup,
Ganaway and Apostolos, their two
big hits really gave us two big insur-
ance runs or else the game would
have been tight. That came from a
part of the order that I really need to
hit this year. I was glad that those
guys came through for me today,”
Coach Vall-Llobera said.

“I thought we pitched well at the
end of the game. Mark Shiavo, par-
ticularly, pitched very well for us. I
thought we played good defense.
We had a couple of hiccups in the
second inning, but it was not a bad
game for the first game,” Coach
Eliades said.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE THROW…Westfield Blue second baseman Tanner Devin (white uniform) waites for the throw as
Westfield White’s Michael Knapp (blue uniform) steals second. Shortstop Ryan Chiricella, No. 3, covers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT…Westfield Blue first baseman Sean Taylor (white uniform) gets the throw from the catcher in
time to get the putout on Westfield White’s Tom DelVecchio (blue uniform) who tries to beat out his bunt.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK ON TIME…Westfield White’s Tom Ganaway (blue uniform, No. 18) gets back to second base before
Westfield Blue second baseman Tanner Devin (white uniform) gets the throw.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCOOTING DOWN THE LINE…Westfield Blue’s  Brett Denner (white uniform) sprints toward first as Westfield White’s
Michael Birle (Blue uniform) receives the throw from the pitcher for the putout.
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980 RARITAN ROAD $659,000
Captivating Custom 3BR, 3 bath updated home on gorgeous property
with Inground pool. Gourmet Kitchen, Lg Family Rm with fpl & pizza
oven, Formal DR, Formal LR, part fin bsmt w/wet bar, 3 car garage.

Dir: Raritan Rd opposite Orchard

OPEN HOUSE SUN 6/26 • 1-4PM

1948 FARMINGDALE RD $629,000
Expanded 5BR, 2.5 bth Cape on acre lot features huge Kitchen with
granite countertops & breakfast bar, Lg Fam Rm w/sliders to patio,

FDR, part fin bsmt w/Rec Rm & Exercise Rm, 2 car attach gar w/loft.
Dir: Raritan to Lake or Chapel to Framingdale

SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP

624 CARLETON ROAD $879,900
Turn of the Century Victorian Colonial lovingly maintained features LR
w/fpl, FDR, lg eat-in updated kitchen, Fam Rm opens to deck, beautifully
landscaped yard, 1car det gar. Walking distance to NYC trans, shops.
Dir: Central-Park, L on Carleton or So.Ave to Blvd, L on Park, R on Carleton

WESTFIELD

834 VILLAGE GREEN $799,000
Exceptional 4BR 2bth New England Cape completely renov ated in the
last year. Beaut new Kitchen  w/ high end applcs, LR,DR, Fam Rm,
1 car att gar, c/a, new paver stone patio. Located next to Tamaques Park.

Dir: Willow Grove to Dickson to Village Green

WESTFIELD

612 ELM STREET $875,000
Charming 5BR Col with rocking chair porch and 2 car detached gar.
Updated Eat In Kit w/lg dining area, SS Viking applncs, granite counters
& butler pantry LRw/fpl, FDR. 5th BR on 3rd flr feats priv sitting porch.

Dir: East Dudley to Elm Street

WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE SUN 6/26 • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE SUN 6/26 • 1-4PM OPEN HOUSE SUN 6/26 • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE SUN 6/26 • 1-4PM

712 COLEMAN PLACE $619,000
Nicely updated Colonial w/3BRs, 2 full baths. Formal Living Rm/wood-
burning  fpl, FDR, updated Eat-In Kitchen, screened in 3 season porch
w/jalousied windows, one car attached garage set  on a lovely property.

Dir: W. Dudley to Coleman

WESTFIELD
OPEN HOUSE SUN 6/26 • 1-4PM

SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP
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