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Blue Devil Net Boys Won UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

hit a two-out bomb to deep centerfield
that was mishandled. He attempted to
get to third base, but he was a little
late. Jake Vall-Llobera ripped a one-
out single to center in the bottom of
the inning but two straight strikeouts
left him stranded.

Westfield White’s chance came in
the second inning. Michael Knapp
plopped a leadoff single over first.
Cappiello walked. Jake Lierie (1-for-
2, 2 RBI) tapped a grounder to the
mound, which resulted in an over-
throw that allowed Knapp and
Cappiello to score. Ganaway (1-for-
2, 2 runs scored, RBI double) hit a
grounder that looked like a sure base
hit, but the ball hit Lierie as he was
running to third, causing Lierie to be
automatically out. Apostolos followed
with a single and Brice Dannivig (2
RBI) hit an RBI groundout to make
the score, 3-0.

The Blue threatened in the third.
After Tanner Devin grounded out to
second for the second out, Schiavo
walked and Chiricella singled, but
Brett Denner’s steaming grounder
back to the mound was smothered by

Cappiello, who tossed to first for the
third out.

Westfield White’s Mark Walter
grounded out in the third inning and
Matt Barmakian grounded out in the
fourth. Shiavo pitched both innings
and held the White team scoreless. In
the meantime, Westfield Blue missed
an opportunity in the fourth when
White team centerfielder Steve Barden
robbed Billings of an extra base hit
with a spectacular catch then Chris
Marner followed with a single to left.

“The earth is covered by three-
quarters water, and Stevie Barden
covers the rest,” commented Coach
Vall-Llobera.

Westfield Blue hit the ball espe-
cially hard in the fifth inning with
singles from Andrew Eliades and
Robert Norris, but Sean Taylor’s and
Devin’s shots were drilled right into
the glove of pitcher DelVecchio.

In the fifth, Cappiello walked and
stole second. Lierie slapped an RBI
single and Ganaway rapped his RBI
double. Apostolos singled to center,
and Dannivig’s slow roller back to the
mound gave Ganaway time to score
the sixth run. Michael Birle hit a sharp
grounder to third for the third out.

The Blue rallied in the sixth. Shiavo
walked. Chiricella singled. Denner
laid down a bunt RBI single and Matt
Bromberg added an RBI to finalize
the scoring.

“From the middle of the lineup,
Ganaway and Apostolos, their two
big hits really gave us two big insur-
ance runs or else the game would
have been tight. That came from a
part of the order that I really need to
hit this year. I was glad that those
guys came through for me today,”
Coach Vall-Llobera said.

“I thought we pitched well at the
end of the game. Mark Shiavo, par-
ticularly, pitched very well for us. I
thought we played good defense. We
had a couple of hiccups in the second
inning, but it was not a bad game for
the first game,” Coach Eliades said.
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he would have made some noise there,
but I respect all of the decisions that
he has made.”

Senior Alan Chu made chances for
a sweep at the UCT exciting when he
became the final Blue Devil to walk
off the courts, after splitting his first
two sets, 6-2, 2-6, then winning the
third set, 6-2, over Alex Hocken of
New Providence for the third singles
crown. For Chu, it was his third UCT
title (2008 at second doubles, 2010 at
first doubles). He finished this season
with a 20-5 record and had a career
record of 60-9.

“Great three years with three county
championships! One of them his
sophomore year with his brother
James! What a great thing to share on
the doubles court! You have to give
him a great deal of credit. He missed
the entire pre-season, and he had to
get his game going, while we were
building for the tournaments. Late in
the year, his game came together,”
Coach Kapner said.

Blue Devil sophomore Scott Th-
ompson, who won at second doubles
last year, competed at second singles
and went on to defeat Gabe Rissman
of Summit, 6-1, 6-2, to claim his
second UCT crown. Thompson fin-
ished with a 27-4 record.

“He is a sophomore who has a great
future here. He won two county cham-
pionships as an individual. He had a

great run in the state tournament. He
got to the round of 32 and lost to a
semifinalist,” Coach Kapner said.

Blue Devils, junior Jack Rickles
and sophomore Adam Greene, breezed
to the UCT second doubles champion-
ship match, dropping only one game
in their previous three matches. The
pair then proceeded to defeat Adam
Sann and Seth Keller (New Provi-
dence), 6-0, 6-3. Rickles finished 17-
2 and Greene finished 15-2.

Three juniors also played a number
of doubles matches at the varsity level
this season. Jacob Ziff finished 11-3,
Will Geoghegan finished 10-1 and
Jacob Harris finished 9-3.

Blue Devils, junior Max Mancini
and senior Josh Simmons, at first
doubles, came out on top of Tony
Therattil and Mike Herrigel of New
Providence, 7-5, 6-3, for the UCT
title. Mancini finished with a 16-5
record, and Simmons, who won the
UCT at second doubles last year, fin-
ished with a 20-4 record and 42-7
career record.

“Josh had a great season. We
bounced our doubles around. We re-
ally had seven almost equal young
men playing doubles, so we were
constantly trying to find the right fit.
It speaks well for next year. We will
still have tremendous depth. We will
see how hard they work,” Coach
Kapner said.
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READY TO MAKE THE PUTOUT…Westfield White first baseman Mike Birle
(blue uniform) prepares to put the tag on Westfield Blue’s Andrew Eliades (white
uniform) in the second inning.
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This charming four bedroom Colonial is ideally located on a quiet Westfield street near downtown shopping, top rated schools 
and NYC transportation.  This pristine home boasts a newer Eat-in-Kitchen, formal Living Room with brick fireplace, sunlit 
Family Room and formal Dining Room with chair rail.  Additional amenities include: new windows, hardwood floors, freshly 
painted exterior & two-car Garage.                Offered for $624,000                           

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM

930 IRVING AVENUE, WESTFIELD

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM

767 FAIRACRES AVENUE, WESTFIELD

This impeccably maintained, quaint three bedroom Colonial charmer in the quiet Manor Park section of Westfield offers ideal 
location close to town, schools and train.  This fine home boasts an updated Eat-in Kitchen and bathrooms, Formal Dining and 
Living Room with fireplace, Entrance Foyer, Den, Recreation Room, leaded glass windows, hardwood floors, private rear yard 
and more!                                                     Offered for $519,000

OFFITZER, NIZOLAK LED IN GOALS

Raider Boys Finish, 6-12,
In Inaugural Lax Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only four seniors on the squad,
the youthful Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys lacrosse team
gained needed experience in its inau-
gural season at the varsity level and
finished with a respectable 6-12
record.

Competing with tough Union
County opponents, the Raider boys
took their lumps against established
teams like the Westfield Blue Devils
and the Cranford Cougars, who played
in the Union County Tournament
championship game against the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, then ranked No. 1 in
New Jersey. But the Raiders most
memorable victory came in a 12-11

win over the A.L. Johnson Crusaders.
The four seniors, Jason Mazursky,

Jonah Offitzer, Sean Coloney and
Miles Pitre, did, however, provide
leadership.

“Our graduating seniors provided
a great deal of leadership and com-
mitment to the program,” Raider Head
Coach Ken Ellsworth said.

As the starting goalie, Mazursky
finished with 125 saves and accord-
ing to Coach Ellsworth, “improved
with every game and became a back-

bone to our defense.”
Offitzer, a midfielder, according to

Coach Ellsworth, “was Mr. Every-
thing with a team-leading 64 ground
balls and second on the team in goals
with 25.”

As a midfielder, Coloney stuffed in
15 goals and added 10 assists.

“We are losing some pivotal pieces
to our team this year in the midfield
and in the goal,” Coach Ellsworth
noted.

The Raider s did, however, get some
significant production from several
of their underclassmen, beginning
with junior attacker Dan Nizolak,
who led the team with 34 goals.
Sophomore attacker Jack
Cunningham led the team with 18

assists. Defensively, sophomore Tyler
Haack scooped 54 ground balls, while
adding a goal and three assists. Jun-
ior Dan Lynch also provided strong
defense.

“We are very excited for next year’s
team. With only losing four seniors,
we will have a very experienced group
of players next year, including our
leading goal scorer Dan Nizolak and
our leading assist man Jack
Cunningham. With Tyler Haack and
Dan Lynch returning on the defen-
sive side, my assistant coaches and I
are excited for the direction of the
program.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER MR. EVERYTHING…Senior midfielder Jonah Offitzer, according to
Coach Ken Ellsworth, was “Mr. Everything” with a team-leading 64 ground balls
and second on the team in goals with 25.

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…The Full Count Baseball 16U Team won the Flood
City Elite Baseball Tournament in Johnstown, Pa. Substantial contributions were
made by all the team’s players, including the Westfield contingent of Chris Arena,
Jacob Boyle, Bradley DeMartino, Michael Fasciale and Marc Luino. DeMartino
pitched a seven-inning no hitter to lead the team to a 4-0 victory in the Champi-
onship Game on June 19 against the Mon Valley Panthers of Monessen, Pa.

WTA Mixed Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:

No matches were played in the third
reporting period. The fourth reporting
period will end on July 3. Please report
all match activity and questions to
Richard Pardo at
rspardo531@msn.com and visit the
WTA website at
www.westfieldnj.com/wta/index.html
for more information about the ladder.
1. Manny Erlich/Michael Muroff (1)
2. Richard McKinley/Ted Moss (1)
3. Weldon Chin/Richard Pardo
4. Peter Lyons/Yun Won Cho
( ) cumulative matches played
*Match played in reporting period

WTA Mixed Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

In the third reporting period, Joe
Donnolo lost, 5-8, and then regained
his lead of the Masters ladder with an
8-5 win over Peter Lee. Others moved
up the ladder with matches while
several dropped due to inactivity.

  1. Joe Donnolo (7) *
  2. Peter Lee (6) *
  3. Chris Wendel (5) *
  4. Dave Zagorski (4)
  5. Don Dohm (3) *
  6. Mike McGlynn (4)
  7. John Mancini (1)
  8. Ted Moss (4) *
  9. Janice Honymar (1)
10. Nancy Freundlich
* active in reporting period

WTA Singles – on Page 17


