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SCHILLER, REGAN MADE NATIONAL DIV. FIRST TEAM

Lady Raiders Finished, 8-10;
Consider 1st Season a Success

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stepping into the fire usually re-
sults in some heavy burns, but this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls lacrosse team, playing at
the varsity level for the first time, held
its own and finished with an 8-10
record.

“Overall, it was pretty good. Third-
year program! This is our first year as
a varsity program. My coaching staff
is very pleased. Out of those 10 losses,
three were to state powerhouses Oak
Knoll, Kent Place and Summit. An-
other loss was to Westfield, which is
a more established program,” Raider
Head Coach Rob Rafferty said. “We
are a very young team, and we are
only getting better.”

Junior midfielder Elizabeth Schiller
played a huge role in the Raiders’
success. She led the Raiders with 32
goals, while adding eight assists and
scooping 41 ground balls. Her efforts
earned her All-Conference National
Division First Team honors and Sec-

ond Team All-Union County honors.
“Her speed helps her a lot. Her

stick skill is getting better. She can
always find the open space. She at-
tacks the cage very well. She always
seems to be in the right place at the
right time,” Coach Rafferty said.

Sophomore midfielder Haley Regan
(First Team All-National Division, All-
Union County Honorable Mention)
netted 19 goals and nine assists, while
scooping 32 ground balls.

“She would have had close to as
many goals as Liz Schiller, but she
got hurt toward the end of the season.
She is everywhere. She seems to get
the ground balls when needed. She is
always hard working. She is in and
out of where she should be at the right
place, making the big play when
needed. She goes about her business,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Sophomore midfielder Annie
Cannone earned National Division
Second Team honors and netted 16
goals with six assists, while scooping
32 ground balls.

“She is a great athlete. One of our
varsity soccer players! She is getting
better every day. She is taking a lead-
ership role in the midfield where we
like to put the pressure on the oppos-
ing team. With her speed, she can do
that,” Coach Rafferty said.

Sophomore midfielder Jesse Klein
(All-National Division Second Team)
led the team with 48 ground balls,
while adding nine goals and eight
assists.

“Another soccer player! Her job
throughout the year was to mark the
team’s best player. She did a great job
a couple of times on Nikki Kleiman
from Cranford,” Coach Rafferty said.

As a matter of fact, coach Rafferty
considered their two biggest wins to
be over Cranford.

“We beat Cranford twice. They
were a little more established than we
were. The first game, we had a five-
six goal lead and hung on. That win
made the girls believe that we could
play with some of the better compe-

who added, “Our pitchers pitched
outstanding today. They had a couple
of dinkers that we had trouble getting
to. If we get to some of those balls, it’s
a different ball game. That was the
key in the game. Those guys put it to
places where we couldn’t get it.”

The dinkers came in the top of the
fifth inning. With the score knotted,
2-2, Cougar Smith plopped a leadoff
single right over the third baseman’s
head. After Pansini fanned the next
two batters it appeared that Westfield
was going to escape any trouble, but
Feeney dropped a single just in front
of the centerfielder. Next, Sean
Leonard (2-for-2) lofted a pop-up that
resulted in a collision between the

centerfielder and right fielder, which
resulted in a two-run single. Brian
McGovern singled and Ryan
Abrahamsen followed with an RBI
single to give the Cougars a 5-2 lead.
Jack Schetelich popped up to short to
end the inning.

Westfield plated both of its runs in

the bottom of the first. Trevor
McNamara, Varano and Pansini each
drew walks to load the bases with no
one out. Owen Kessler followed with
an RBI groundout to second and Owen
Bartok (2-for-3, RBI) brought Varano
home with his groundout to short.
Jack Meiselman (1-for-1) was hit-
by-a-pitch then Cullen Birkel’s
grounder back to the mound ended
the inning.

The Cougars scored two runs in the
third inning. Brian Oblachinski
singled, and Forrestal (2-for-4)
doubled. Ryan Bakie lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly, and Feeney (2-for-3)
whacked an RBI double to center.

Westfield White threatened in the

third, fourth and fifth innings but failed
to get a foot on home plate. Bartok
and Meiselman singled in the third
inning. Michael Eshausse had a lead-
off walk and stole second in the fourth
then Ian Humphry followed with an
infield single, but Feeney fanned the
next three batters to escape the in-

ning. In the fifth, Bartok singled and
stole two bases and Meiselman walked
to put runners on the corners with one
out. Drew Boley and Echausse both
launched shots to the outfield that
were caught to end the threat.

“We had second and third, nobody
out and we had three straight
strikeouts. That was probably a turn-
ing point in the game, because the
next inning was where they got all
their runs. We had runners in scoring
position two or three times with no-
body out, and we couldn’t get those
guys in. That cost us, but it is early in
the season. I have faith in this team,
and we are going to come back strong
tomorrow,” Coach Ripperger said.

“This is our first full week into the
travel season after playing in the
Westfield Knights of Columbus Tour-
nament on Memorial Day weekend,
and Westfield does a good job here in
this tournament. It should be a lot of
fun for the next couple of weeks.
There are 10 teams in this tourna-
ment, and the top-two advance to the
states,” Coach Oblachinski said.
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See More Westfield/Cranford Photos – goleader.com –
Click ***** “Online Cranford Sports” *****

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH WITH GROUND BALLS…Sophomore midfielder Jesse Klein, No. 9, who was selected All-National Division
Second Team, led the Raiders with 48 ground balls, while adding nine goals and eight assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHING THE PLAY INTENTLY…Cranford coach John Oblachinski, center, watches intently as Westfield White
first baseman Jack Meiselman, left, scoops the ball in time to get the putout on Cougar Danny Maglino.
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OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/26  1-5PM

Westfield. Bright and airy 3 Bedroom Colonial conveniently
located near schools, town and train. This charmer features hardwood
floors, Formal Dining Room, Formal Living Room, Country Kitchen
and entrance foyer. In addition this home has a new roof (June `11),
new furnace, new hot water heater and new fence. There is an
unfinished basement and a 1 car attached garage. Directions: Rahway
to Edgar Road #401.

Niki

Fry

Westfield. The grand foyer with inlaid HWF & double-paned French
doors leading to the octagonal Billiard Room is only surpassed by the fluted
Corinthian columns that lead to the LR.  The DR has a built in Victorian
china display cabinet & a wood burning fireplace.  The FR has oversized
windows & a gas fireplace. The 2nd floor has 4 Bedrooms including the
Master Suite.  The 3rd floor has another complete suite including a BR, Bath
& study.  A private back yard, CAC & a 2-car garage are additional amenities.
Directions: Central Ave to Grove to Boulevard #603.

Niki

Fry

HENRY WEST COLONIAL

Mountainside. This Henry West Colonial is just a stones throw from
Echo Lake Golf Course.  A front porch and 1st floor foyer welcome you
to an oversized LR, updated EIK and FDR. The den gives panoramic views
of the tiered gardens with two slate patios-offering a perfect spot to enjoy
the lush setting. The 2nd floor features 3 very generously sized Bedrooms
and 2 Baths, including the master. Additional amenities include a 2 car
garage, CAC and an oversized basement ready to be finished.

Associate of the Month

Jamie Garber
Top Sales for the Month of May

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/26  1-5PM

Westfield. Price Reduced to $849,000. 1930’s 5 Bedroom 3.1 Bath updated
colonial set on lush .33 acre. The 1st floor offers a generously sized LR with
double sliders to the patio and yard, pocket doors to the FDR and an inviting FR.
The EIK, renovated with cherry cabinetry and pantry, has a porcelain tile floor
and separate breakfast room with built-in server. The 3rd floors bonus room
includes a volume ceiling and is a perfect spot for an au-pair or playroom retreat.
A 2 car gar, CAC & high ceilinged basement. Directions: Lawrence to Hillside
to Mountainview #930.

Niki

Fry

Vivian Cortese-Strano
Top Units for the Month of May
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