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County EMS Pilot Project
Receives Quick Start

COUNTY – A new Union County
emergency medical service is already
running at its anticipated call volume
since it began operating on June 1.
The new service is a one-year pilot
project initiated by the freeholder
board. The project was developed in
response to mayors and other local
officials who expressed an over-
whelming need for additional EMS
service in Union County.

“When we asked local governments
how the county could help them pro-
vide vital services more efficiently,
they said EMS was a top priority,”
Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon said. “We communicated
closely with local officials so they
knew exactly when county EMS was
ready to roll, and it’s gratifying to see
the program get off to such a fast
start.”

The countywide EMS pilot project
is designed to provide assistance to
municipalities when local crews are
unavailable. It consists of one ambu-
lance and crew based at the county’s
Public Safety Building in Westfield.
The service will operate from 6:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through

Friday, and will respond to any mu-
nicipality in Union County.

“Hospital closings and budget cuts
have strained local resources, result-
ing in longer response times. This
situation cannot be sustained without
putting the health and safety of Union
County residents at risk,” Freeholder
Linda Carter said. “We hope that the
county EMS pilot project leads to an
effective long-term solution.”

The pilot project was developed
with input from local governments.
Based on their needs, Union County
public safety officials anticipated that
the service would respond to about
four to five calls daily after an initial
startup period of several weeks.

The program has already ap-
proached that mark. In its first five
days of operation, county EMS re-
sponded to a total of 18 calls for
service by nine municipalities: Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Lin-
den, Plainfield, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field and Union. As of June 9, there
were 29 calls and an additional mu-
nicipality, Hillside, used the service.

The need for a countywide backup
EMS system has become clear over the
past several years, officials said. In the
past, local dispatchers could rely on
other municipalities for mutual aid. As
municipal resources have dwindled,
however, this system has frayed. Dis-
patchers are finding it more difficult to
send their crews out of town when their
own residents may be in need.

Startup expenses for the pilot
project have been kept to a minimum.
The Rahway Emergency Squad do-
nated two ambulances, and in ex-
change Union County bought and
installed communications equipment
for the squad’s new ambulance. The
total cost to the county was  $2,500,
compared to approximately $140,000
for a new ambulance. The second
ambulance is needed as a backup
when the first needs repair or mainte-
nance.

In addition to answering immedi-
ate emergency calls, the countywide
EMS is available as a standby pre-
caution at fires and public events.
When the pilot concludes, the pro-
gram will be evaluated for overall
effectiveness. Other county depart-
ments can use the ambulances if the
program does not continue.

The total estimated cost of the one-
year pilot is $212,980, including staff-
ing and one-time startup expenses.
The actual cost is expected to be far
lower, since insurance companies will
be billed for services when appli-
cable.

NEW EMS SERVICE…Union County’s new Emergency Medical Services, a
backup to Union County municipalities, began responding to 9-1-1 calls on June
1. Pictured, from left to right, are: Tom Soban, Union County Emergency Medical
Technician; Andrew Moran, Union County public safety director; Kevin Moran
(no relation to Andrew, seated in truck), a Union County Emergency Medical
Technician; Union County Freeholder Linda Carter; Christopher Scaturo,
director of the Division of Emergency Management and EMS coordinator. The
EMS garage is located at the Froehlich Public Safety building in Westfield.

Jeffrey Scheininger Named
Chairman of State Chamber
WESTFIELD — Jeffrey

Scheininger of Westfield, president
of a Linden manufacturing firm and
an active proponent of the New Jer-
sey Chamber of Commerce for more
than a decade, was named chairman
of its Board of Directors of the New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce on
June 15.

Mr. Scheininger,
president of
Flexline/U.S. Brass
and Copper Corpo-
ration, which
makes industrial
hose products and
employs 20 work-
ers, has been a
member of the state
Chamber’s Board
of Directors since
June 1999. He
served the past two
years as the
Chamber’s first
vice-chairman.

He takes the
reins of the board
as the Chamber is
celebrating its cen-
tennial anniver-
sary. “I am humbled to become the
chairman of an organization that has
existed and flourished for 100 years,”
Mr. Scheininger said. “The Cham-
ber does vital work and I feel fortu-
nate to be an integral part of its
efforts.”

“As we continue to emerge from a
difficult economy, we need to re-
member that small businesses pro-
duce about 90 percent of all the jobs
in New Jersey,” Mr. Scheininger said.
“And so I am looking forward to
enhancing the Chamber’s work with
and on behalf of the small busi-
nesses community to help make New
Jersey stronger and more competi-
tive than ever. Our message is clear
– if New Jersey is to be successful,
we must all work together, along
with state government, to ensure that
everyone in New Jersey has a chance

to prosper.”
Mr. Scheininger served as chair-

man of the State Chamber’s Platform
for Progress Health Care Coalition,
and was instrumental in the develop-
ment of the State Chamber’s position
on federal health care reform.

He was selected along with 125
others from across the nation to par-

ticipate in the
health care re-
form discussion
with President
Barack Obama at
the White House
which aired on
A B C ’ s
“ P r i m e t i m e ”
(Questions for the
President: Pre-
scription for
America) in June
2009. He ap-
peared on the
PBS show “Cau-
cus: New Jersey”
as part of a panel
to examine the
factors that con-
tribute to the steep
increases in the

cost of health care, and explore ways
to control them. And he testified on
health care matters at the State House.

Prior to that, Mr. Scheininger was
presented the New Jersey Chamber
of Commerce Business Advocate
Award in 2007 for his grassroots ef-
forts to help keep the public abreast
of business issues.

“We are fortunate to have an advo-
cate like Jeff,” said Thomas Bracken,
president and chief executive officer
of the New Jersey State Chamber of
Commerce. “He tirelessly communi-
cates important legislative and regu-
latory matters to chamber members
and employees so they understand
how the issues impact them and the
economy. He also garners support for
pro-growth initiatives by personally
reaching out to stakeholders all over
the state. We welcome him and con-
gratulate him.”

Mr. Scheininger and his wife,
Manette, have a son, Daniel, and
daughter, Ava. He graduated from
Union College in Schenectady, N.Y,
in 1978, and earned his Master of
Business Administration (MBA) de-
gree from Cornell University in
1980.

 The New Jersey State Chamber
of Commerce has more than 1,200
member companies and associations
representing 500,000 employees and
billions of dollars in annual revenue.

Jeffrey Scheininger

Union County Tea Party to Hold
Picnic Saturday, July 9 in Reservation

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION WITH ONE OF OUR DOCTORS

I’M DR. TODD CARNUCCI, CLINICAL

DIRECTOR AT WESTFIELD HEALTH

AND REHABILITATION - THE ONLY

WESTFIELD PRACTICE THAT OFFERS

BOTH PHYSICAL THERAPY AND

CHIROPRACTIC CARE UNDER ONE

ROOF FOR SUPERIOR CARE AND

CONVENIENCE.  WE COMBINE THE

LATEST TECHNOLOGY, PHYSICAL

THERAPY AND CHIROPRACTIC

TECHNIQUES TO RELIEVE YOUR PAIN

WITHOUT SURGERY.

THE BACK PAIN 

SOLUTION.
NO SURGERY. 

JUST RELIEF.

Medical breakthrough COLD LASER 
THERAPY, used by NFL, NBA and 
NHL teams, quickly, safely and 
gently relieves chronic back pain 

by harnessing the energy of 
light to penetrate the skin 

and repair the damage 
that causes pain. 

State-of-the-Art LUMBAR 
DECOMPRESSION

THERAPY is a proven 
computerized treatment 

that gently and effectively 
relieves back pain. 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Tea Party (UCTP) will hold
their first annual picnic on Saturday,
July 9 from 1 to 5 p.m. at Seeley’s
Pond in the Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside.  There is a $10 fee per
individual or $30 for a family. Tick-
ets for the picnic can be purchased
through Eventbright at
unioncountyteapartynj.eventbrite.com/

or directly by e-mailing
libertylady76@gmail.com or calling
(908) 578-5005.

 UCTP is a newly formed grass roots
group of Union County residents dedi-
cated to supporting the U.S. Constitu-
tion and supports public policy that
“adheres to the principles of personal
responsibility, individual liberty, lim-
ited government and free markets.”

County Pools Open for
Summer Swimming

AREA — The Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Renewal
has announced the opening of the
county’s two public swimming pools.
The Walter E. Ulrich Memorial Pool
in Rahway River Park, off St. George’s
Avenue in Rahway, will be open for
the season from Saturday, June 25
through Labor Day, September 5. The
John Russell Wheeler Memorial Pool
in Wheeler Park in Linden, off West
Stimpson Avenue and Route 1, will
be open from Monday, June 27
through Friday, August 26.

Group swimming lessons will be
held at Ulrich Pool beginning Tues-
day, July 5. Applications are avail-
able at either pool office for all ages,
beginners through adults. Pre-regis-
tration is required and county resi-
dents are urged to register early.
Classes are limited and are offered on
a first-come, first-served basis. Open
swim sessions for seniors and for
people with disabilities are held at
Ulrich Pool on Mondays from 6 to 8
p.m. and at Wheeler Pool on Wednes-
days from noon to 1 p.m. Admission
to these special sessions is free.

Regular pool hours are as follows:
Ulrich Pool, Monday and Wednes-
day, 1 to 8 p.m.; Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 1 to 6 p.m., and Saturday,
Sunday and holidays, 11 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Russell Wheeler Pool, Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday, from 1
to 6 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday from
1 to 8 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday and
July 4 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Proof of
Union County residency is required.
for daily admission. Fees are: youth
(17 and under), $4 for county resi-
dents and $8 for non-residents; $5 for
residents 18 and over and $10 for
non-residents; and Seniors 62 and
over, $4 for residents $8 for non-
residents. For more information, visit
www.ucnj.org or call Ulrich Pool at
(732) 381-4045 or Wheeler Pool at
(908) 862-0977 for recorded infor-
mation.

Westfield BOA Warns of
Summer Health Issues

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Health discussed its con-
cerns about health issues during the
summer at its June 6 meeting.

A few of these health concerns
include: foodborne illnesses, so
people should wash hands and sur-
faces often, separate foods and not
cross-contaminate, cook to proper
temperatures and refrigerate
promptly; proper use of grills, fire
pits and outdoor stoves, to prevent
harmful fires and smoke exposure.

In addition, the board warned resi-
dents to be careful of Poison Ivy.
People should wear protective cloth-
ing as needed. Sunburn and heat
stroke are also summer concerns.
Detailed prevention guidance is avail-
able from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health at www.state.nj.us/
c g i - b i n / d h s s / n j n e w s l i n e /
view_article.pl?id=3732.

To avoid attracting unwanted pests
this summer, health officials urged
residents to eliminate stagnant water
and to not feed wild animals.

During the past month, the town’s
environmental inspection service was
very active. Inspections were made
to 17 retail food establishments, 24
Spring Fling food vendors, four Farm-
ers’ Market vendors and four street
fair vendors were inspected and all
were satisfactory. Four public pools
were also inspected and all passed

inspection. Any resident who has ques-
tions or concerns regarding these or
other environmental health issues can
call Ken Pincus, the principal regis-
tered environmental health specialist,
at (908) 789-4070, extension 4072.

The board also continued its discus-
sion of state-mandated animal control
services. The county’s recent attempt
to develop an animal shelter has been
delayed due to the inability to find a
state-approved location, so the ttown
will continue to pay over $80,000 per
year for this contracted service.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available at
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the June 6 meet-
ing will be posted after review and
approval at the Monday, July 11 meet-
ing, which starts at 5 p.m. at the mu-
nicipal building on East Broad Street.

Lautenberg Wants
Action on Gun Violence

WASHINGTON, D.C. –U.S. Sen.
Frank R. Lautenberg (D-N.J.) on
Tuesday called on President Barack
Obama to end his Administration’s
silence on critical gun issues and act
now to stop gun violence.

Sen. Lautenberg urged the Presi-
dent to show the leadership needed to
combat gun violence and reduce the
threat of terrorist attacks. “Earlier
this year, the Administration con-
vened a working group to examine
strengthening our gun laws, but no
findings or recommendations have
been released. While the gun lobby is
always opposed to legislation to curb
gun violence, the White House can-
not avoid its obligations to protect
our people.”


