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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

GOP, DemsNamed Reps. to
Redistricting Commission

The New Jersey Democratic and
Republican Committees have named
their representatives to the New Jer-
sey Congressional Redistricting
Commission.

Democrats named are: former As-
sembly Speaker Joseph Roberts (D-
Camden); former Assemblywoman
Nilsa Cruz-Perez (D-Camden); Essex
County Democratic Chairman Phil
Thigpen; Ed Farmer, former chief of
staff to U.S. Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-
8th,,Paterson); former Assemblyman
Michael Baker and Jeannine Frisby
LaRue, deputy chief of staff to former
Governor Jon Corzine.

Republicans named are: activist
Sherine El-Abd, a former deputy di-
rector for the Division on Women in
the Department of Community Af-
fairs, Assemblywoman Caroline
Casagrande (R-12, Freehold); Mike
DuHaime, a political campaign con-
sultant for the GOP; former
Burlington County Freeholder
Aubrey Fenton; attorney Eric Jaso, a
member of the New Jersey Urban
Enterprise Zone Authority, and
former Cape May County Freeholder
Sue Sheppard.

The state’s Congressional districts
in New Jersey will be reduced from 13
to 12 seats due to population changes
based on the 2010 U.S. Census. If the
12-member panel cannot come to a
decision, a 13th member will be cho-
sen by the state Supreme Court. The
panel has until January 17 to redraw
the districts. Democrats currently hold
a 7-6 edge in the delegation.

Schundler Fails to Garner
Fla. Edu. Commissioner Post
The Florida Board of Education

voted unanimously on Tuesday to
name current Virginia schools chief
Gerard Robinson as Florida’s educa-
tion commissioner over former New
Jersey Education Commissioner Bret
Schundler and three other candidates.
Texas Gov. Perry Makes Speech
To N.Y. Republican Committee
Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) urged

an audience of New York Republi-
cans on June 14 to “stand with us over
the next 16 months,” CNN reported.
Gov. Perry is seriously considering
entering the GOP presidential field.

“They (Obama Administration)
promised jobs, and they delivered
economic misery,” Gov. Perry said.
“America cannot continue on this
course of economic ruin,” he said,
citing the high unemployment rate
and growing debt.

A recent University of Texas/Texas
Tribune poll showed the governor with
a 42-percent approval rating, CNN
reported. Gov. Perry told Fox News he
did not have a timetable for making a
decision. “There is some, I guess, drop-
dead time that you have to be in. I
don’t think it’s (arrived) yet.”

SO-Maplewood BOE Wants
To Oppose Charter Schools

Saying they needed more time to
discuss their position on two pro-
posed charter schools, members of
the South Orange Village Board of
Trustees took no action after  recent
hearing a presentation by the school
district’s superintendent and school
board president,
TheAlternativePress.Com has re-
ported.

South Orange-Maplewood Board
of Education President Beth
Daugherty and Schools Superinten-
dent Brian Osborne asked the South
Orange Board of Trustees at their
May 23 meeting to go on record
opposing applications of two charter
schools and also to support legisla-
tion that would give voters a voice in
decisions on charter schools. Charter
school applications are approved by
the state Department of Education.

The Maplewood Township Com-
mittee declined to support the two
resolutions at its May 16 meeting
while several South Orange Trust-
ees said they were uncomfortable
with taking a position on charter
school applications. Ms. Daugherty
said the school could cost the dis-
trict $1 million annually in tuition
and transportation costs.

TOASTING MARTHA...The Union County Republican Women (UCRW) gath-
ered on June 2 for a champagne toast at the Trap Rock Restaurant in Berkeley
Heights  in honor of our nation’s first First Lady Martha Washington’s 280th
Birthday. A display by Swain Galleries of Plainfield of the historical 1861
engraving of “Lady Washington’s Reception Day” by Daniel Huntington was
featured and Pearls, supplied by J. Winthrop Jewelers of Westfield, were worn
by attendees to honor the First Lady. Membership in the UCRW is open to all
GOP women in Union County. For information,  e-mail Paulette Coronato,
president, at PCoronato@comcast.net. Pictured at left is Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Helen Rosales of Elizabeth, the GOP state Senate
candidate in the 20th Legislative District.

EARLY FUNDRAISER…A fundraiser was held on June 18 at the home of
Arnold and Roberta Krumholtz in Warren in support of Democratic Congres-
sional candidate Ed Potosnak, center. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), attended
and addressed the crowd of supporters, including Sharon Stockwell of Westfield,
left. Mr. Potosnak, a former school teacher, ran for Congress against Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) in 2010.

Benefits Bill Passes in Senate;
NJEA Takes on NorcrossSuperior Court Nominations

Announced by Gov. Christie
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie on Tuesday nominated
Westfield Town Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca and Kenilworth Mayor
Kathi Fiamingo  as judges to state
Superior Court in Union County. The
Governor’s nominations are subject
to the advice and consent of the State

Senate.
The Governor also nominated for

reappointment of Superior Court
Judges Peter A. Buchsbaum of Stock-
ton, Hunterdon County, Faustino J.
Fernandez-Vina of Barrington,
Camden County, Richard F. Freid of
North Haledon, Passaic County, Mar-
garet M. Hayden of West Orange,
Essex County, and Frederic S. Kessler
of Cranford, Union County.

Nominated for appointment to the
Superior Court are Toms River Coun-
cilwoman Melanie Donohue Appleby
and Ocean County Supervising Assis-
tant Prosecutor Madelin F. Einbinder,
also of Toms River, Ocean County;
and Randal C. Chiocca, Adam E.
Jacobs and Lawrence M. Maron, all of
Wayne, Passaic County. Mr. Maron is
the executive director of the New
Brunswick-based New Jersey Insti-
tute for Continuing Legal Education.

Also nominated are Daniel J.
Yablonsky of North Haledon, Passaic
County, and Regina Caulfield of Berke-
ley Heights, a trial supervisor in the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office and a
trustee on the Union County Bar Asso-
ciation. Mr. Yablonsky completed a one-
year term as president of the Passaic
County Bar Association last month. The
Governor also nominated Harry Norton
of Ramsey, Bergen County to the Pascack
Joint Municipal Court.

Last week Governor Christie nomi-
nated former Republican 14th Dis-
trict state Senator Peter A. Inverso of
Hamilton, Mercer County to the Capi-
tal City Redevelopment Corporation.

TRENTON — From a teachers
union’ attack ad on a major South
Jersey power broker to a union offi-
cial comparing Governor Chris
Christie to Adolph Hitler and Senate
President Steve Sweeney and Assem-
bly Speaker Sheila Oliver to Nazi
Generals at a Statehouse labor rally,
this week’s compromise on state
employees pension and health ben-
efits was met with stiff opposition
from unions as well Democratic law-
makers.

The legislation passed the Senate
by a 24-16 tally on Monday with the
Assembly to vote on the bill today,
June 23. Under the new legislation,
new health care boards would create
insurance plans that include only in-
state providers, as well as other plans
that would include coverage for out-
of-state providers. Employees would
be able to choose the plan they want.
Patients using the in-state plan would
need a note from their primary care
doctor to use out-of-state providers,
although patients who already use
out-of-state doctors would be allowed
to keep them, according to a Associ-
ated Press report.

For the average New Jersey public
worker — making $60,000 and con-
tributing $900 toward health care —
the yearly cost would jump to $2,056
for single coverage or $3,230 for a
family plan after a four-year phase-
in.

During the debate last week, the
New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA) took on South Jersey power
broker George Norcross in a 30-sec-
ond ad, accusing Governor Chris
Christie and Mr. Norcross of “paying
off party bosses” by agreeing on a
compromise that the NEA said would
jeopoardize the collective bargaining
process.

The NJEA has questioned what
financial benefits Mr. Norcross might
receive per the legislation, given that
he is executive chairman of the insur-
ance firm Connor Strong & Buckelew
and also serves as Board of Directors
chairman at Cooper University Medi-
cal Center in Camden, one of the
state’s largest employers.

“At a time when we most need to
build consensus to improve educa-
tion, the NJEA is selfishly trying to
sabotage those efforts,” Mr. Norcross
said. “Instead of spending a million
dollars to intimidate and threaten
people people, they should spend it on
working on ideas to provide families
in New Jersey’s urban centers the qual-
ity education they deserve. Rather than
obsessing about their pay and status,
the NJEA should be trying to do some-
thing about the countess sub-standard
schools from Newark to Camden that
are failing under its watch.”

In response to Mr. Norcross, whose
brother Donald serves in the Senate
and voted in favor of the legislation
on Monday, the NJEA said, “Insur-
ance broker George Norcross is try-
ing to distract people from the kinds
of questions being raised by many
outside of the NJEA, including some
Republican supporters of health ben-
efit reform…But the real questions
remain to be answered: what is the
connection between George Norcross
and the proposed health benefit legis-
lation?”

Rep. Rob Andrews (D-1st,

Camden) called the NJEA attack ad
“extremely disappointing.”

The battle over the legislation be-
came even more heated during a huge
labor rally in front of the Trenton
Statehouse on Thursday.

“Welcome to Nazi Germany,”
Christopher Shelton, international
vice-president of the Communica-
tion Workers of America’s District 1,
told the large crowd gathered on the
Statehouse lawn, according to press
accounts. “It’s going to take World
War III to get rid of Adolf Christie.”
He also referred to Sen. Sweeney and
Asw. Oliver as Nazi generals.

According to press accounts, the
rally was planned before Gov.
Christie, Sen. Sweeney and Asw.
Oliver agreed to move forward on the
bill to require the state’s 500,000
government employees to pay a por-
tion of their health care premiums
based on income and to contribute
more toward their pensions.

In response to Mr. Shelton’s com-
ments, Asw. Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) has called for Mr. Shelton’s
resignation. “There is no room in this
important public policy debate for
the kind of intemperate remarks made
at [the June 16] demonstration. Any
reference or comparison to the atroci-
ties committed 75 years ago and those
responsible crosses the line of de-
cency and contributes nothing to this
discussion. These kinds of inflam-
matory comments only serve to de-
tract from one of the most important
issues that our state is facing.”

Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-25, Whippany) added
that the “incendiary comments
have no place in our society and
the members of the Legislature who
spoke or attended the [June 16]
rally need to follow Senator Ray
Lesniak’s (D-20, Elizabeth) ex-
ample and condemn these outra-
geous comments.”

Meanwhile, Assembly Majority
Leader Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union)
vowed not to support the legislation.
“For those of us who haven’t sold out
our party, we decline to accept (the
compromise). And for those of us
who work for a living, we decline to
agree,” Mr. Cryan told The Star-Led-
ger. “The Speaker doesn’t have the
majority of her own caucus, and as
the majority leader, I say she shouldn’t
put it up (for a vote). And as for the
rest of us, we all want health care. We
all believe in a better life for us and
our children. How terrible it is that
the Democratic Party today chose to
take a different path.”

Bramnick Bill Would
Require AEDs In Schools

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Conference Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) provided testimony
at last Thursday’s Assembly Educa-
tion Committee hearing on legisla-
tion he is sponsoring known as
“Janet’s Law,” which would require
New Jersey schools to be equipped
with automated external defibrillators
(AED). Such life-saving devices are
already in place in 90 percent of the
state’s kindergarten through 12th
grades.

Mr. Bramnick’s bill is named for
Janet Zilinski, an 11-year old from
Warren who collapsed and died due
to sudden cardiac arrest in August
2006.

“While doctors cannot predict
when sudden cardiac arrest will oc-
cur, we can take precautions to react
quickly and save lives,” said Mr.
Bramnick, whose district includes
Warren. “Our youth is a precious
resource. With proper training and
access to an AED during an attack we
can prevent such tragedies. If we save
one life from this legislation, it will
be worth it.”

Mr. Bramnick noted that the aver-
age cost of a defibrillator is estimated
at $800 to $900. It is anticipated that
the remaining schools would receive
the necessary funding through pri-
vate donations or through charitable
foundations.

“Janet’s Foundation” was estab-
lished for the express purpose of
making contributions towards the
purchase of AEDs.

The lifesaving AED computerized
units work by analyzing a patient’s
heart rhythm and then determining if
— and administering — an electrical
shock is required to save the victim.
If a shock is required, the AED uses
voice instructions to guide the user
through the process of administering
the shock.

At this time no legislative action
has been taken on A-781 as it was
heard in committee for discussion
purposes only.

Rape Crisis Center
Seeks Volunteers

COUNTY – The Union County
Rape Crisis Center is seeking volun-
teers to provide assistance and sup-
port to victims of sexual assault. All
volunteers receive training that pre-
pares them to help guide a victim
through the medical, legal or emo-
tional aftermath of the assault. For
information on volunteering, call the
Union County Rape Crisis Center at
(908) 233-7273.

No previous experience in counsel-
ing is necessary. Volunteers at the Rape
Crisis Center receive a  thorough train-
ing course, which qualifies them as
state-certified, confidential sexual vio-
lence advocates. Volunteer advocates
most often provide guidance over the
phone. In some cases, the advocate
may accompany a victim to the police
station, hospital or courtroom. The
Center is part of the Union County
Department of Human Services and
has been in operaton  since 1984.

Interviews for prospective volun-
teers will be held this summer, and
the next training session will begin in
September.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Clericuzio, Monteiro
Named to Panel

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has approved appointments
to the Center for Hispanic Policy,
Research and Development’s
(CHPRD) Advisory Committee.

The new appointees include New
Jersey Latino Leadership Alliance
of New Jersey member Anira
Sanchez Clericuzio, an attorney
from Cranford and 2002 Republi-
can candidate for Union County free-
holder; and New Jersey City Uni-
versity Council for Hispanic Affairs
member Kathy Monteiro of
Westfield, a former BOE candidate.


