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Artists Paint the Town at Cranford’s
Second Annual Plein Air Event

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Neither last week’s
heat and humidity, nor Saturday’s
spring showers kept a determined
group of artists from doing what they
love best — painting in the open air.
The artists were part of “Paint the
Town 2011: the Cranford Plein Air
Event and Art Sale” held from June
7-12.

Twenty-seven artists from across
the country participated in this year’s
Plein Air Event, which was Cranford’s
second time hosting the event. The
artists were invited to attend the event
based on entries judged by Peter
Trippi, editor of Fine Art Connois-
seur.

In addition to painting picturesque
street scenes, stunning parks and
lovely local gardens, the artists were
also bussed to Manhattan and the
New Jersey Shore for additional plein
air painting opportunities. For many
artists, it was the first time visiting
both locations.

On Saturday, an hour-and-a-half

“Quick Draw” competition was held
for plein air artists, other regional
artists and amateurs. New to this
year’s activities was a “Quick Draw”
category for young artists. Entries
were judged by Montclair Art Mu-
seum School painting instructor Gary
Godbee.

Artists were able to set up their
easels within a designated four-block
area. The paintings were then dis-
played on the “Art Wall” set up on the
North Avenue side of the Cranford
Train Station for viewing, judging,
and sales.

Debby Murphy of Cranford worked
at the Plein Air event as a Quick Draw
volunteer. “We came last year, had a
great time and and bought a painting.
This year I wanted to volunteer,” she
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In order to keep dry on Saturday,
Kenneth DeWaard, an oil painter from
Viroqua, Wis. set up his easel in a
somewhat sheltered area of an
Eastman Street alley. It was Mr.
DeWaard’s first experience painting
in Cranford.

“We’ve been on the run since we
got here,” he said, “and I’m looking
forward to returning next year.” Tim
Bell, and artist from Annapolis, Md.
was dodging the raindrops under the
railroad bridge on Walnut Street. Like
Mr. DeWaard, it was also his first
Cranford Plein Air Event experience.

“This is fun,” Mr. Bell said. “I love
that there are so many interesting
places to paint here in town.”

Cranford residents Holly and Jerry
Phillips stopped to observe Mr. Bell
at work. “It’s been nice walking
through town, watching the artists
and making friends,” remarked Mrs.
Phillips. “The professional artists
make it look so easy,” added Mr.
Phillip who works in pencil and pas-
tels himself.

Later that evening, a pre-sale Gala
held at the Cranford Community
Center allowed guests to socialize
with the artists and afforded them the
first opportunity to purchase the art-
ists’ work.

On Sunday, a free-of-charge Art
Show and Awards Ceremony was
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READY, SET, DRAW…Devin Quirin,
9, of Cranford, holds his painting of the
Crane-Phillips House that he created
during the Plein Air “Quick Draw”
event on Saturday.

held. Valerie Leeds, an independent
curator and scholar specializing in
early twentieth-century American art
presented the awards.

The “Cranford Plein Air Event and
Art Sale” is sponsored by Jersey Cen-
tral Art Studios a non-profit group of
artists and citizens dedicated to rais-
ing awareness of the arts and the
artistic process, as well as integrating

the arts into the community through
education, events, and economic de-
velopment.

“It’s been a wonderful week,” com-
mented Dave Leber of Cranford, a
member of the Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS) board, and an orga-
nizer of the event.

For more information about JCAS,
visit  their website at jcas.org.
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PAINT THE TOWN…On Saturday, Sue Ellen Leys of Maplewood works on an
interactive acrylic painting of Rockin Joe’s on Eastman Avenue in Cranford
during the Plein Air Event.
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WEATHER IN THE WAY…Tim Bell, an oil painter from Annapolis, Md.,
dodges raindrops as he paints a fellow artist under the railroad bridge on Walnut
Street during Saturday’s Plein Air Event in Cranford.

Westfield’s Transit Radio to
Play Starland Ballroom
By ERIC NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — When a band re-
calls its history, there are usually the
tales of difficult beginnings, various
early group members, and above all,
the difficulty of finding a place to
play. But for Transit Radio, a group
comprised of four eighth-graders
from Westfield, fate seems to be a big
fan.

“Our first real gig was at a music
festival called Palooza,” recalls drum-
mer Mike Maguire. “And that was
about two months after we formed
and started practicing.” Since then,
Maguire, bassist Connor Winn, gui-
tarist Julian Mone, and singer/guitar-
ist Colin Barrie have gone through
several performances, a hiatus, at-
tempts at new members, and a refor-
mation that has seen them selected
for the second round of a “Battle of
the Bands” to be held at Starland
Ballroom in Sayerville.

The group started when Maguire
saw a performance and decided he
wanted to be a drummer. “I begged
my parents for a [drum] kit for Christ-
mas, and in between that, I was put-
ting names together for a band,”
Maguire told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Colin could sing and play
well, and Connor owned a bass, so
they were in.”

Transit Radio was formed on De-
cember 26,  eventually getting Mone
to go for a jam session. (Mone still
says they tricked him into joining).
The band continued to practice and
got to play Palooza, but inner turmoil
caused them to break up temporarily.
Eventually, however, they realized
they could not play with anyone else.

“We tried getting into bands with
other people, but nothing ever fit,”
Barrie said. “We just realized that we
played best with each other. I can
look at Mike onstage and he’ll play
something just because of that look.”

That camaraderie is perhaps the
strongest part of the group. Not only
are they able to play well together,
but they also blend their main influ-
ences (50s, 70s, and 90s-2000s style
rock music).

“A lot of our songs have those
mixes,” Barrie said. “Mike might be
playing a hard, 90s style beat, Connor
will have a really supportive 50s
bassline, while Julian is doing 70s

style riffs, and I’m singing some-
thing like Arcade Fire would. And
that’s all in one song.”

Barrie, who writes most of the
group’s songs, said that song writ-
ing is a very collaborative process.
“I’ll bring in some lyrics and an idea
of what it should be, and we’ll all
just jam and put it together. But it’ll
usually change again before we get
to the stage.”

The stage is becoming a far more
common place for the group. Since
reforming, they have played at the
Crossroads in Garwood, where they
attracted the attention of Jersey Shows,
an independent company that spon-
sors gigs for New Jersey bands. Tran-
sit Radio was entered in the company’s
“Battle of the Bands,” defeating far
more experienced groups, moving
them into the second round.

Much of the band’s success can be
attributed to their ability (each mem-
ber plays more then one instrument,
such as Barrie’s mandolin) and their
dedication to putting on good shows
for the audience.

“I’ve seen shows where people
just stood on stage and played,” Mone
says. “And I’ve had people who say
that they’re better guitarists then me,
but they can’t show me because they
don’t have their music book with
them. We won’t get anywhere if we
just stand on stage and play music
from a book.”

To their benefit, all the members
have theatre experience and are com-
fortable on stage. The result is a
great stage presence.

In the first round performance for
Jersey Shows, Barrie recalls, “We
were one of the last bands up, and we
were running low on time. But after
we performed a few songs, the pro-
moter said, “Don’t worry about time.”

Beyond Starland, gigs are becom-
ing more and more frequent for Tran-
sit Radio. They have already taken a
booking for New Brunswick’s Court
Tavern, and Winn has been e-mail-
ing the Stone Pony in Asbury Park,
although they have not yet heard
back. The way things are going, it is
probably just a matter of time.

Transit Radio will play Starland
on Saturday, July 16. The show will
begin at 1:00 p.m. featuring sixteen
bands. Tickets can be purchased
online at starlandballroom.com and
will be available at the door for $14.

GROUP EFFORT...Transit Radio, comprised of four eighth-graders from
Westfield, will perform in a “Battle of the Bands” to be held at the Starland
Ballroom in Sayerville on Saturday, July 16. Pictured, left to right, are: Conor
Winn, Colin Barrie, Mike Maguire, and Julian Mone.

WF Art Assoc. to Host Artist
McKee, Hold Sidewalk Show

Dennis McKee — “Fall, Lee’s Hill”

WESTFIELD - The next meeting/
demonstration of the Westfield Art
Association will be held on Sunday,
June 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. featuring
artist Dennis McKee. The meeting,
which is open to the public, will
take place in the Community Room
located at 425 E. Broad Street and
is accessible by a ramp for the dis-
abled. Refreshments will be served.

Mr. McKee, from the San Fran-
cisco Bay area, has practiced and
studied fine arts for more than 25
years, developing and concentrat-
ing on his plein air painting over the
last five years. In crafting his unique
and often dramatic works, Mr.
McKee’s intention is to capture light
and color to express the natural splen-
dor, dimension and impact of his
settings. He takes his inspiration
from the diversity of outdoor set-
tings in rural, wilderness and urban
environments, all of which convey
the drama and power of the natural
world.

A graphic designer for more than
30 years, McKee simultaneously de-
veloped his fine arts work in photog-
raphy, watercolor and now, oil paint-

ing, which has become his central
focus. He has studied with the na-
tionally recognized oil painter Elio
Camacho, who studied with Rus-
sian impressionist Ovanes
Berberian.

The Westfield Art Association
will also present its Spring Side-
walk Show and Sale on Saturday,
June 25, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
center of downtown Westfield.
Many well known artists will ex-
hibit their work including Linnea
Rhodes, president of the Contempo-
rary Art Group; Barbara Zeitchick,
who is formerly of Westfield and now
resides in New Hope, Pa; Eugene Prial
and Avi Kiriatatis, as well as many
others from Westfield and surround-
ing towns.

The Westfield Art Association
started in 1926 and has had many
shows in the Community Room on
East Broad Street, as well as side-
walk shows in Mindowaskin Park
and downtown Westfield.

The Westfield Art Association
invites the community to the show,
which is free of charge and open to
the public.

Visual Arts Center
To Host Showcase

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey will present its
“Members Show” to showcase the
work of 200 members. Submitted
artwork may be in any medium, from
painting and sculpture to video and
two-dimensional wall works.

Cash prizes totaling $1,900 will be
awarded in the following categories:
best in show, merit, honorable men-
tion, ceramics, innovative expressions
and/or media, pastel, photography,
portraiture, sculpture and watercolor.
The show will open June 17.

Also opening June 17 is Anne
Kullaf’s “Loosely Structured,” an ex-
hibition exploring the underlying
structure and overlay of color and
texture in the artist’s recent pastel,
acrylic and oil works to reveal their
expressive qualities. Kullaf creates a
sense of motion, energy and spontane-
ity by first carving up the space – darks
and lights, shapes and colors – to
define her compositions. Perspective,
proportion, form and value provide
the structure for all her paintings.

Anne Kullaf holds a Bachelor of
Science in graphic design and fine art
from the University of Bridgeport in
Connecticut. Additionally, she stud-
ied drawing and painting at The Art
Students League of New York. Her
work has been exhibited at the Na-
tional Arts Club and was featured in
two traveling museum exhibitions,
“The New Reality: The Frontier of
Realism in the 21st Century” and
“400 Years of Dutch History” in Man-
hattan. Ms. Kullaf is currently a fac-
ulty member at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey, the Hunterdon Art
Museum, and the Center for Contem-
porary Art.

An opening reception will be held
on Friday, June 17, 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, 68
Elm Street, Summit.

Anne Kullaf — Hudson and
Harrison Streets


