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Cranford/Garwood News

Artists Paint the Town at Cranford’s
Second Annual Plein Air Event

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Neither last week’s
heat and humidity, nor Saturday’s
spring showers kept a determined
group of artists from doing what they
love best — painting in the open air.
The artists were part of “Paint the
Town 2011: the Cranford Plein Air
Event and Art Sale” held from June
7-12.

Twenty-seven artists from across
the country participated in this year’s
Plein Air Event, which was Cranford’s
second time hosting the event. The
artists were invited to attend the event
based on entries judged by Peter
Trippi, editor of Fine Art Connois-
seur.

In addition to painting picturesque
street scenes, stunning parks and
lovely local gardens, the artists were
also bussed to Manhattan and the
New Jersey Shore for additional plein
air painting opportunities. For many
artists, it was the first time visiting
both locations.

On Saturday, an hour-and-a-half

“Quick Draw” competition was held
for plein air artists, other regional
artists and amateurs. New to this
year’s activities was a “Quick Draw”
category for young artists. Entries
were judged by Montclair Art Mu-
seum School painting instructor Gary
Godbee.

Artists were able to set up their
easels within a designated four-block
area. The paintings were then dis-
played on the “Art Wall” set up on the
North Avenue side of the Cranford
Train Station for viewing, judging,
and sales.

Debby Murphy of Cranford worked
at the Plein Air event as a Quick Draw
volunteer. “We came last year, had a
great time and and bought a painting.
This year I wanted to volunteer,” she
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In order to keep dry on Saturday,
Kenneth DeWaard, an oil painter from
Viroqua, Wis. set up his easel in a
somewhat sheltered area of an
Eastman Street alley. It was Mr.
DeWaard’s first experience painting
in Cranford.

“We’ve been on the run since we
got here,” he said, “and I’m looking
forward to returning next year.” Tim
Bell, and artist from Annapolis, Md.
was dodging the raindrops under the
railroad bridge on Walnut Street. Like
Mr. DeWaard, it was also his first
Cranford Plein Air Event experience.

“This is fun,” Mr. Bell said. “I love
that there are so many interesting
places to paint here in town.”

Cranford residents Holly and Jerry
Phillips stopped to observe Mr. Bell
at work. “It’s been nice walking
through town, watching the artists
and making friends,” remarked Mrs.
Phillips. “The professional artists
make it look so easy,” added Mr.
Phillip who works in pencil and pas-
tels himself.

Later that evening, a pre-sale Gala
held at the Cranford Community
Center allowed guests to socialize
with the artists and afforded them the
first opportunity to purchase the art-
ists’ work.

On Sunday, a free-of-charge Art
Show and Awards Ceremony was

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

READY, SET, DRAW…Devin Quirin,
9, of Cranford, holds his painting of the
Crane-Phillips House that he created
during the Plein Air “Quick Draw”
event on Saturday.

held. Valerie Leeds, an independent
curator and scholar specializing in
early twentieth-century American art
presented the awards.

The “Cranford Plein Air Event and
Art Sale” is sponsored by Jersey Cen-
tral Art Studios a non-profit group of
artists and citizens dedicated to rais-
ing awareness of the arts and the
artistic process, as well as integrating

the arts into the community through
education, events, and economic de-
velopment.

“It’s been a wonderful week,” com-
mented Dave Leber of Cranford, a
member of the Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS) board, and an orga-
nizer of the event.

For more information about JCAS,
visit  their website at jcas.org.
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PAINT THE TOWN…On Saturday, Sue Ellen Leys of Maplewood works on an
interactive acrylic painting of Rockin Joe’s on Eastman Avenue in Cranford
during the Plein Air Event.
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WEATHER IN THE WAY…Tim Bell, an oil painter from Annapolis, Md.,
dodges raindrops as he paints a fellow artist under the railroad bridge on Walnut
Street during Saturday’s Plein Air Event in Cranford.

WELL DONE…United States Senator Robert Menendez hosted a meet and greet
in his Newark senate office with military academy students he nominated this
year. Among the students selected by the military academies was Robert Lento of
Cranford, who was accepted to the United States Merchant Marine Academy.
United States Senators are able to recommend students to the West Point
Academy, the Air Force Academy, Merchant Marine Academy and the United
States Coast Guard.

Digiplex Cranford Brings
Swan Lake to Silver Screen

CRANFORD – The Digiplex
Cranford Theater is launching the first
in a series of pre-recorded perfor-
mances of the Moscow Bolshoi Bal-
let, starting Wednesday, June 22 with
Swan Lake in high definition.

The battle between the white and
black swan unfolds with savage grace
in Swan Lake. Tchaikovsky’s haunt-
ing music traces the steps of prima
ballerina Mariya Aleksandrova as she
dances the roles of both Odette and
Odile in this definitive production from
the Bolshoi Ballet.

The performance is conducted by
Pavel Sorokin; choreography by Yuri
Grigorovich after Marius Petipa, Lev
Ivanov, and Alexander Gorsky. The
Bolshoi Theatre is the national theater
of Russia, the epitome of Russian
musical tradition and the international
center of the music culture.

Show times for Swan Lake are 8
p.m. on Wednesday, June 22, and 12
noon on Sunday, June 26, with doors
opening 30 minutes in advance.

The Digiplex Cranford Theater will
also welcome these other perfor-
mances in the Bolshoi Ballet Series:
The Flames of Paris, July 10 and 13;
Don Quixote, July 24 and 27;
Coppelia, August 7 and 10; Children
of Paradise, August 21 and 24;
Giselle, September 11 and 14;
Mediterranea, September 25 and 28;
and Caligula, October 9 and 12.
Check digiplexdest.com for exact
times.

Purchase tickets for $15 to Swan
Lake, or other ballet performances in
the Bolshoi Ballet Series at the Box
Office, or online at digiplexdest.com.
The Digiplex Cranford Theater is lo-
cated at 25 North Avenue.

Cranford or Garwood organizations desiring to have
its news published in The Westfield Leader, please put

in story form and e-mail to community@goleader.com

Thank You From
Knights of Columbus
The Garwood Knights of Colum-

bus would like to thank everyone
who donated to our annual fundraiser
for “Mentally Challenged Citizens”
the weekend of May 14th. Your gen-
erosity resulted in $5,500 being col-
lected by our members within the
Borough of Garwood. Please know
that the entire amount collected is
donated to the following local orga-
nizations: The Garwood Public
School Pre-K Handicap Program, The
Union County Special Olympics, The
ARC of Union County, The Depart-
ment of Human Services, Union Cam-
pus of Scotch Plains, The New Jersey
State Special Olympics and Catholic
Charities Special Services.

Our special thanks to the following
people for their cooperation and sup-
port, Kings Store Manger Donna
Lewis, ShopRite Store Manager Joe
Barbato, PathMark Store Manager
Vincent Telesco, Quick Check Store
Manager Michael Montalto, and
Dunkin Donuts Marketing Manager
Evy Ronquillo.

In closing our thanks again to all of
our council members, their families
and “our friends” of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus who volunteered
the many hours in collecting, that made
this very worthy fundraiser in helping
the less fortunate, a great success.

Dennis Clark, Grand Knight
Michael  Washleski,

Keith Gallagher,
William Pevarnik

Fourteen of 21 Towns Did Not Vote In
Favor of The Incumbent Freeholders
If the readers remember, three

months ago, the Union County Free-
holders voted in February to give
“free” lifetime health benefits to the
families of 650 union county govern-
ment workers. This was in exchange
for three years of 0 percent raises.
When the Freeholders were ques-
tioned on the costs of this, they noted
that they voted without having done a
study to see if there was a savings —
but they felt there surely would be.

The studies are now out, three
months late, and guess what? There
is no savings. But the damage is al-
ready done to the taxpayers to the
tune of approximately $100 million
tax impact over 25 years.

I reviewed the study and this is
what I found. First in my opinion, the
study by O’Sullivan Associates can
be loosely described as misleading.
Many numbers and assumptions of
theirs may be questioned.

The one important page for under-
standing the travesty the Freeholders
committed is page 13 Table B2. The
0 percent raises they crowed about
saved the county $3 million over 3
years. However, from column 6, the
“free” lifetime health benefits will
cost the taxpayers $102 million by
year 2036.

The misdirection in this report is in
column 2, where O’Sullivan alleg-
edly shows the 0 percent raises for 3
years offsets the $102 million tax
impact.

1) The savings is only gained in 3
years not over 25. It is only a one-
time benefit. The balance of this col-
umn O’Sullivan is identifying as “in-
tangible” accrued interest — savings
that they use to try to offset the real
“tangible” costs of their free health
benefits.

2) After 3 years, the workers start
getting raises again so there is no
further savings.

3) If O’Sullivan wants to identify
intangibles in his cost tables, he should
also list the lost investments and divi-
dends of the residents when the $102
million is removed from their collec-
tive pockets as taxes instead of the
residents putting it toward their retire-
ment. That would fully offset any con-
trived interest “savings” on payroll
listed in column 2.

Bottom line, $3 million savings
cost taxpayers $100 million. In fact,
the $3 million savings is used up in 4
years. I have been attending free-
holder meetings for 8 years. Is there
no one on the board to understand
this? Hence the unanimous vote for it
without a study.

The Freeholders are only selected
by being good political soldiers to
their political bosses. None are re-
quired to have business and financial
acumen. So instead, we hear them
talk about draining birdbaths, plant-
ing trees and calling boards of educa-
tion terrorist organizations.

A former Freeholder that had fi-
nancial experience was Adrian Mapp,
but he started to ask questions a few
years ago and voted ‘no’ on financial
matters. So, he was not selected by
the political boss to run again for re-
election.

Former Director of Finance
Lawrence Caroselli retired in May.
Now he receives “free” lifetime health
benefits. He stood at the microphone
one meeting and supported the free-
holders’ action and said, “They were
ahead of the curve” on this. Someone

who has 18 months financial experi-
ence now heads the Finance Depart-
ment. She has no idea what mess was
left her with the health benefits im-
pacts. The system is in shambles. The
taxpayers are screwed.

In reality, you and I dear readers
are the ones to blame for allowing
this. It is time to stop this. It is hurting
all of us. Go to your council meetings
and tell the governing body you are
outraged. Ask them to stand up and
fight for you against the county.

There needs to be fair representa-
tion in county government. One way
is districting the county instead of
just at-large representation. Town
officials should form a coalition with
the other towns to start talks with the
county to change what is happening.

Fourteen of the 21 towns did not
vote in favor of the incumbent free-
holders. The county acts like they
own us, but it needn’t be that way.

For more information, contact the
union county watchdogs. See
countywatchers.com to see just how
bad the county situation has gotten.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

County to Begin
Installing Solar Panels
COUNTY – The Union County

Improvement Authority has an-
nounced the Renewable Energy Pro-
gram is scheduled to begin the instal-
lation of 44 solar projects with 16
local government entities.

The entities include seven munici-
palities, six boards of education, the
County of Union, Union County Col-
lege and the Morris-Union Jointure
Commission. The solar panels will
be installed on schools, libraries, com-
munity centers and fire/police sta-
tions; providing 3.4 megawatts of
clean energy throughout county.

The program will be financed by
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority through a combination of low
interest municipal bonds and an eq-
uity contribution from the solar de-
veloper, Tioga Energy.

Energy provided by the proposed
solar projects will provide for a por-
tion of each local government’s en-
ergy needs at a lower rate. UCIA
estimates a 52 percent overall reduc-
tion in energy costs for the facilities
participating in the program.

Participants include: Township of
Cranford, Township of Hillside, City
of Linden, City of Plainfield, City of
Rahway, Borough of Roselle, Town-
ship of Springfield, Hillside Board
of Education, Winfield Board of Edu-
cation, Roselle Board of Education,
Garwood Board of Education, New
Providence Board of Education,
Roselle Park Board of Education,
Union County, Union County Col-
lege and the Morris-Union Jointure
Commission. Preconstruction meet-
ings with various participants have
already been held and a
groundbreaking is expected to occur
over the summer. Tioga is required
to complete all installations by May
of 2012.

Letters to the Editor

Penn State Behrend
Announces Dean’s List

ERIE, Pa. - Laura Ruppel of
Cranford was named to the Dean’s
List at Penn State Erie, The Behrend
College, for the spring 2011 semes-
ter. Laura is studying humanities and
social sciences.

Penn State Behrend’s Dean’s List
recipients must earn at least a 3.5
grade point average for the semester
in which they are awarded.

Washington College
Announces Dean’s List

CHESTERTOWN, Md. - Wash-
ington College has announced its
Dean’s List for the Spring 2011 se-
mester. The following students are
recognized for their academic excel-
lence and have achieved a grade point
average of 3.4 or higher for the se-
mester.

Students recognized from the area
include: Jacqueline Hertz of
Cranford, a junior majoring in En-
glish and the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. James Hertz.

Local Students Graduate
From Gettysburg

GETTYSBURG, Pa. - the follow-
ing local students graduated from
Gettysburg College on May 22.

Andrew Maturo of Cranford gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree in math-
ematics; Peter Rucinsky of Westfield
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
management; James Guyer of Berke-
ley Heights graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in economics; Dana Ragonese
of Berkeley Heights graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in English.

Gettysburg College enrolls 2,600
undergraduate students and is located
on a 200-acre campus adjacent to the
Gettysburg National Military Park in
Pennsylvania.
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The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO

Commend their students on their fine performances at the

52nd

ANNIVERSARY
of piano recitals

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield     www.carolynmusic.com     (908) 233-9094

NOW ENROLLING for the

SUMMER & FALL PROGRAMS


