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CRANFORD — A divided town-
ship committee on Tuesday approved
an ordinance amending the Riverfront
Redevelopment project that will per-
mit 21 additional housing units to be
built in addition to the 106 already
planned.

Several dozen residents crowded
into the committee’s chambers for
the public hearing, during which most
of those who spoke expressed oppo-
sition to the amendment. Twenty-one
new apartments will be built at the
South Avenue development, with
three designated as affordable hous-
ing units, according to Deputy Mayor
Kevin Campbell.

He said a 2,200-square-foot ban-
quet facility also would be included.
The township would collect $765,000
in sewer and parking impact fees
from Riverfront Developers LLC, a
subsidiary of Short Hills-based Gar-
den Homes, which had requested the
additional units in exchange for pay-
ment of the impact fee. The township’s
planning board last month approved
the ordinance, finding that it was not
inconsistent with the township’s mas-
ter plan.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said in
addition to the impact fees the town-
ship will collect, the new units would
generate about $80,000 in property-
tax revenue on top of the $600,000
already anticipated by the full project.
“There is a value we’re going to get
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GARWOOD — Architectural plans
for the borough’s athletic field com-
plex were presented by architect Noel
Musial of The Musial Group to the
Borough Council Tuesday night. The
plans were submitted to the state’s
Green Acres office yesterday,
Wednesday, June 15.

Since the project is partially funded
by Green Acres grants, Green Acres
must approve the plans before the
project is put out for bid. The cost of
the project is budgeted for $2.1 mil-
lion, with $1.1 million of that being
covered by grant funds.

“The elevations have changed
slightly,” Mr. Musial said. “Basically,
what we have is a footprint for the
entire athletic field building which is
4,000 square feet,” he said.

The complex is situated south of
South Avenue between Oak Street to
the west and Spruce Avenue to the
south of the baseball field and Rankin
Avenue in Cranford below the artifi-
cial turf field. The complex includes
a baseball field and a new field made
of artificial turf to be used for many
types of games, including soccer and
field hockey. Bleachers are planned
for the west side of the synthetic
field.

“One of the requirements of the
project, because we are in a flood
zone, is to raise it up at least a foot
above the flood elevation and not to
have any more coverage of the build-
ing that touches the ground than what
is presently at the site,” Mr. Musial
said. “There are two major sewer
lines that cross in the area and that is
why we have a center deck area.”

The center deck area separates the
building that houses the concession
stand and restrooms, as well as a
community room to the right of the
deck and an overlook building look-
ing out towards the fields with an
athletic equipment storage room to
the deck’s left.

The concession stand will reuse
some of the current equipment. A
window to the concession stand will
be accessible from the deck. The deck
will have stairs that can be used for
spectators to sit and watch the games.

The community room will be ap-
proximately 540 square feet, the stor-

age room 104 square feet, the
restroom 303 square feet and the stor-
age room for athletic equipment will
be approximately 362 square feet.

The building shape has changed.
“We have a long rectangular building
with a sloping roof,” he said.

Councilman Keith Sluka added,
“We will have lights in that field.” He
said one of the grants includes light-
ing, as well as a playground, which is
designed to be built on the northeast
corner of the lot next to a gazebo.

“A second scoreboard is not in-
cluded in the proposal,” said Mr.
Sluka, but the committee is working
on finding a sponsor to donate a sec-
ond score board.

“It’s a win-win for the town,”
Garwood Baseball League President
Scott Kessler said.

Mr. Sluka said maintenance of the
field currently is undertaken by vol-
unteers and he said he expects volun-
teers to continue to maintain the new
athletic field complex.

Resident Rich King said the
Garwood Baseball League has main-
tained the field for 59 years.

Mr. Kessler thanked Borough Clerk
Ariemma for her hard work in ob-
taining the grant funding and “push-
ing this through.”

Mr. Musial said he provided the
council with estimated yearly oper-
ating costs for budgeting purposes,
but the costs were not disclosed.

During the regular meeting, the
council authorized the borough clerk
to sign a proposal received from ABS
Environmental Services, LLC to hold
an investigation of asbestos in the
field house on the baseball field for a
cost not to exceed $800. Councilman
Lou Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader that the building, which was
built in 1960, is recommended to be
demolished as part of the athletic
field complex project.

In other news, Councilman Jim
Mathieu reported that Lieutenant
Bruce Underhill has been recom-
mended by the Police Search Com-
mittee to replace retiring Police Chief
William Legg. The final vote by the
council on his appointment has yet to
take place.

Councilman Mathieu has spoken
of his opposition to the selection pro-

from” the additional units, he said,
pointing to the additional revenue
stream.

The committee’s 3-1 vote was
split along party lines, with Mr.
Aschenbach and Mr. Campbell join-
ing fellow Democrat Edward
O’Malley in voting to approve the
amendment, while Republican
Mark Dugan voted against it. Re-
publican Commissioner David
Robinson abstained, saying the
township committee should have
taken more time to consider the
proposal.

During the public hearing, a num-
ber of residents spoke in opposi-
tion, with Rich Tullo calling the
impact fees a “slush fund” for the
municipal government. He said the
developer and the county govern-
ment should be paying for any im-
pacts caused by the development.
Former mayor Bob Puhak said the
added units would “upset the delicate
balances” that were achieved when
the township pressed the developer to
build only 106 units. Mr. Puhak said
the 21 new apartments are near the
level originally sought by the devel-
opers during earlier talks with munici-
pal officials.

Another resident called the impact
fee a “tax gimmick to balance the
budget,” and decried what he said was
the hypocrisy of committee Demo-
crats who, during last year’s munici-
pal campaign, had criticized local Re-
publicans for similar gimmickry in
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cess used to select Lt. Underhill as
the new police chief.

At Tuesday’s meeting, resident
Rosemary Snow complained of ha-
rassment by a councilman.

The council has rescheduled the
public swearing in of a police chief
from Tuesday, June 28, to Tuesday,
July 12, Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
said. There will be a private swear-
ing in of the new police chief on
Friday, July 1, at which time the new
chief will commence his duties. Po-
lice Chief Legg’s contract expires
June 31.

Councilman Mathieu, chairman of
the council’s Finance Committee, said
tax collections through May are run-
ning $156,000 for the same payment
last year.

Mr. Mathieu, who is also the repre-
sentative of the council’s Shared Ser-
vices Investigative Committee, said
the law enforcement shared services
study is 80 percent done and expects
to have it completed by the next coun-
cil meeting on June 28.

During the public comment por-
tion of the council’s workshop meet-
ing Tuesday, resident Bruce Paterson
asked if the council was considering
using the shared service dispatch cen-
ter the Union County Freeholders
discussed at their meeting last Thurs-
day. Mr. Mathieu said it was one of
the areas under consideration for
shared services.

“I’ll give you the heads up now the
political push back will be tremen-
dous. But I think we need to take a
look it,” Mr. Mathieu said.

Stephen Greet, the borough’s com-
missioner on the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA), gave an up-
date report on the RVSA. He said the
new executive director, James
Meehan, who was a past executive
director of Lambertville, has so far
reduced staff from 60 to 55 employ-
ees. “He expects further reductions
for a total savings of $450,000 to
$500,000 per year,” Mr. Greet said.
Mr. Greet said the RVSA is in full
compliance after being audited by
the state treasurer’s office.

Mr. Greet said  the RVSA expects
an electric supply savings of 20 per-
cent.

“The cogen facility will not be
operating under current conditions.
It is not a profitable entity,” Mr. Greet
reported. “Unless there is another
process to use that facility for, it is
shut down.”
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Probitas Verus Honos

separating the sewer expenses from
the township budget last year.

Ann Steinbach was similarly criti-
cal as she read from Democratic cam-
paign literature that criticized overde-
velopment under the Republicans’ rule.
Rita LaBrutto told committee mem-
bers that, “Anyone can balance the
budget by taking money from a devel-
oper.” She said the town “does not
want 50-foot structures; we have
enough of that with Cranford Cross-
ing,” a reference to the mixed-use
development several blocks away on
South Avenue.

In other business, the committee —
on a 3-2 party-line vote — approved
the $143,611 budget for 2011 for the
Downtown Management Corp.

On Tuesday, June 28, the commit-
tee will hold a public hearing on the
2011 municipal budget, the adoption
of which has been delayed due to
revisions that were required after state
officials reviewed the spending plan
last month and disallowed the way
some budget provisions were treated
by municipal officials. The $31-mil-
lion spending plan includes a 1.97-
percent increase in the municipal por-
tion of property-tax bills. On Tues-
day, the committee, on a 3-2 party-
line vote, approved amendments to
the budget that addressed the state’s
concerns.
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