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Cranford Cougar Baseballers Captured Seventh Union County Championship, Finished 20-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year when we needed him, and this
year he came back to his regular
catching position. He threw out 50
percent of his runners,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
Senior designated hitter Greg

Matlosz led the team with an ex-
tremely healthy .554 batting average

and 34 RBI. He banged out 41 hits
with two home runs, a triple and eight
doubles. He also crossed the plate 30
times and swiped eight bases. Matlosz

will attend NJIT (New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology) where he will
play baseball.

“He is an outstanding person and a
player. To go to NJIT on a scholar-
ship is a credit to his hard work. He
worked harder than anyone on the
team. He was a complete player,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

Senior leftfielder Mark Osofsky, a
soccer player in the fall and basket-
ball player in the winter, finished
with a .402 BA with 35 hits, includ-
ing two crucial home runs, three
triples and six doubles. He had 30
RBI, scored 23 runs and stole five
bases. Osofsky has been selected to
play in the North/South All-Star
Game.

“He was tough down the stretch.
He hit a homer in the county semifi-
nals and a homer in the finals. He
improved tremendously,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior Eric Garguilo, also a three-
sport athlete, had strong defensive
skills as a second baseman. He had
20 RBI, scored 21 times and stole
nine bases.

Junior pitcher Kurt Rutmayer, a
three-sport athlete, fanned 32 batters
and walked 22 in 55.2 innings. He
had a 2.77 ERA and finished with a 6-

2 record.
“He had a solid year. He was reli-

able. He is hard working, very effi-
cient and very effective on the mound.
He is someone who shutdown a solid
GL [Governor Livingston – Group 2
State Champions] team in the county
finals,” Coach McCaffrey pointed out.

Sophomore pitcher/centerfielder
Ryan Williamson, a football player
in the fall, not only was a super
centerfielder, but he provided clout at
the plate with four home runs, seven
doubles and a .391 BA. His freshman
season, he served notice that he would
be one of the toughest pitchers in the
county, finishing with a 4-2 record
and two saves. On the mound this
season, he struck out 33 batters and
walked only five in 36.2 innings to
finish with a 3-2 record.

“He was outstanding in centerfield.
He is an outstanding pitcher. We are
very excited about last year, this year
and next year. He had a wonderful
season,” Coach McCaffrey said.

A very pleasant surprise this sea-
son was sophomore centerfielder
Andrew Difancesco, who rapped 36
hits with two home runs and nine
doubles to finish with a .450 BA. He
also had 26 RBI, 21 runs scored and
10 stolen bases.

“He is very hard working offen-
sively and defensively. To hit .450 in
your first year of varsity, was out-
standing,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Sophomore third baseman Sean
Feeney amassed a .500 BA, which
included 31 hits with eight doubles,
21 RBI and 17 runs scored. He also
swiped seven bases.

“He is a great third baseman. He
started as a freshman. He had two
outstanding years for us,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Sophomore first baseman Chris
Fulinosz had a .383 BA, which in-
cluded 23 hits with five doubles and
two triples, 13 RBI and 13 runs scored.
He also had three stolen bases, the
most outstanding being the steal of
home in the county championship
game. As a pitcher, he had a 3-0
record.

Pitcher Justin VanOstenbridge re-
corded a 6-1 record in 21 innings on
the mound. In his seven plate appear-
ances, he had five hits, including a
home run and a double, with six RBI
and two runs scored for a .750 BA.
Chris Nicastro had 12 hits, including
a home run and two doubles, with 14
RBI and seven runs scored for a .480
BA. Pitcher Vinnie Colineri finished
with a 2-0 record.
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David B. Corbin (Union County Championship 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE THRILL OF VICTORY…The Cougars  celebrate after winning their seventh Union County Tournament champi-
onship with a 14-2 victory over the Governor Livingston Highlanders.

David B. Corbin (Union County semifinal 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWAITING THE THROW FROM THE MOUND…Cougar first baseman Chris Fulinosz awaits the throw as Raider
Connor Thompson dives back to first in the Union County Tournament semifinal in Elizabeth.

David B. Corbin (Union County Championship 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE HOME RUN TROT…Cougar Mark Osofsky trots around third base after whacking a home run in the Union County
Championship game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders.

David B. Corbin (Union County semifinal 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD BASE…Cougar Andrew Difrancesco slides safely into third base during the Union
County Tournament semifinal game against Scotch Plains-Fanwood.


