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Cougar Natalie Englese Finishes Third in the 400 Meters at the Track & Field Meet of Champions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

strong in the last 100, but I needed to
pick it up a lot more in the final 300
though,” Englese explained.

“I came out fast, maybe a little bit
too fast as I wanted to. It wasn’t my

best race. It was pretty decent for the
weather conditions. There was a lot
of tough competition out there,” said
Edwards, who added, “It wasn’t too
difficult running out of Lane 1. I

would rather be inside, but it is what
it is.”

In the 4x800-meter relay, Westfield
Blue Devil Sam Tooley got the baton
from Kevin Smith in the 11th posi-

tion to start the second leg and gradu-
ally passed runner-after-runner until
he handed the baton to Kevin Ingram
in sixth position. Jonathan Henry got
the baton in the sixth position and

crossed the line in 7:52.17 to grab
fifth place.

“Kevin Smith’s job was just to get
out and get us into position. He went
out hard, and he didn’t really have it

that second lap, but he toughed it up.
He gave me the baton. I took it out
hard. I got into fourth place within
the first 200 meters then kind of eased
off it and then kicked the second lap

and handed off in sixth or so. Kevin
Ingram did a great job in getting us
back up then Jon Henry ran strong as
he always does. We really wanted to
come here and win, but we ran hard,”
Tooley said.

Blue Devil Andrew Kirna ran in
the seeded heat of the 1,600 meters,
in which seven of the competitors
qualified with times between 4:12

and 4:15. Kirna had a qualifying time
of 4:15.48 when he placed fourth at
the Group 4 meet on June 4 – In last
week’s Leader/Times the event was
erroneously listed as the 3,200 meters.

The entire group of competitors

ran in a very tight pack for the entire
race, which was won by Patrick Rono
of Lyndhurst in 4:10.01. Kirna fin-
ished 10th in the heat.

“My strategy was to get out in the
beginning of the race, hang around
the lead group and get around the
other kids. I did it up until the 800
mark then I died a little. Usually I
have a little bit of a kick left for the
last lap. I picked it up last lap today,
but the heat got to me by then,” Kirna
explained. “It’s a huge honor, espe-
cially running with these other guys,
who have trained so hard all season.
It’s an accomplishment just to run in
the same race for states.”

Raider junior Erin Pierce also ran in
the seeded heat of the 800 meters and
found out just how quickly her com-
petition got off the line from the start.
Although she did not finish in the top-
8, she learned what she would need to
compete at the MOC next year.

“Very fast! It wasn’t what I ex-
pected. Right off the start it was quick.
Coming into my first lap I was like
64ish [64 seconds], which was pretty
good, and then it was such a fast start.
I just got tired, but it was fun to be
here,” Pierce said.

Pierce also qualified to compete in
the 1,600 meters, but she, along with
her coach Jeff Koegel’s advise, opted
not to run because of the 98+ degrees
temperature.

“She has gone out faster than what

she did today. She wasn’t going to
keep up with the leaders, but she didn’t
have that spring in her stride that she
had this past weekend. She was a little

flat today,” Coach Koegel said. “It
doesn’t take anything away from the
exceptional season that she had, I am
sure that even at the beginning of the
season and the middle of the season,
that she would run 5:05 [1,600] and
2:15 [800]. She has come a long way,
and we have another year to get stron-
ger. It’s good that she got here and can
see what things were like.”

Union Catholic Viking Allen Eke
finished sixth in the 800 meters with
a time of 1:53.44. New Providence
Pioneer Everett Price finished sixth
in the 1,600 meters at 4:15.65. Sum-
mit Hilltopper Marc Jones cleared 6-
8 to placed second in the high jump,
which was won by Rob Weimer
(Montgomery) with the same height
but with less misses.

Several events were not completed
due to the meet being called because
of lightning. The boys and girls 3,200
and 4x400, along with several jump-
ing events and the boys shot put and
pole vault had been rescheduled for
June 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING THE ANCHOR LEG…Blue Devil Jon Henry, center, begins to pass up several competitors during the anchor
leg of the 4x800 meter relay at the Meet of Champions in Old Bridge on June 9. The Blue Devils finished fifth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A DECENT START…Cougar Natalie Englese gets a decent jump to start the seeded heat of the 400 meters at
the Meet of Champions in Old Bridge on June 9. Englese finished third with a time of 56.32.
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CLEARING 6-8 IN THE HIGH JUMP…Summit Hilltopper Marc Jones cleared 6-8 in the high jump and placed second
at the Meet of Champions in Old Bridge on June 9.
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RUNNING THE LEADOFF LEG OF THE 4X800…Blue Devil Kevin Smith, center, ran in the leadoff leg of the 4x800 relay
at the Meet of Champions in Old Bridge on June 9.
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TURNING ON THE BURNERS…Blue Devil Sam Tooley, center, ran the second leg of the 4x800 relay at the Meet of
Champions in Old Bridge on June 9.
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EXHAUSTED AFTER A TOUGH RACE…Union Catholic Viking Allen Eke catches his breath after finishing sixth in the
800 meters at the Meet of Champions in Old Bridge on June 9.
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