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Braves Massacre Blue Devils for Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Rip Morris Knolls in Group 4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

bounced a leadoff single past second
and advanced to third when Brett Ryan
beat out an infield single. Forgash then
scored on a wild pitch and Murray
later brought Ryan home with an RBI
single. The Blue Devils elevated their
hopes in the third when Gribbin latched
onto a high fastball and sent it over the
leftfield fence for a grand slam to cut
the Braves’ lead to 11-6.

“He was throwing first-pitch
fastballs to everyone, so I was ready
for the first pitch. He threw it over the
plate, and I just tried to swing hard on
it,” Gribbin explained.

But the Braves also knew how to
retaliate and did with five runs on five
hits, including Baird’s two-run shot
in the fourth. O’Rourke made what
many would consider an impossible
leaping, diving and rolling catch at
the centerfield wall, and Gribbin
added his second outstanding grab to
hold the Braves scoreless in the fifth.

“I was reacting to what I saw. The
kid had a nice hit to right-center, and
I just gave it a shot. When I caught it,

I landed on the warning track, so I
was pretty close,” O’Rourke said.

“I judged the ball off the bat. When
I realized that I was close enough to
dive, I dove and tried to hang on,”
Gribbin described.

The Blue Devils had the bases
loaded with two outs in the bottom of
the fifth but scored seven runs on five
hits, capped by Barry’s three-run
homer, to narrow the gap to 16-13.
O’Rourke and Danny Kerr each added
two-run singles earlier in the inning.

After Blue Devil Tim Younger made
a leaping grab for an out at short,
Ferrante slashed an RBI double in the
sixth then the Braves really went on
the warpath in the seventh with a
merry-go-round of 12 runs on 11 hits,
which included Serrapica’s three-run
blast and Kreiger’s two-run shot, both
onto the roof of the high school.

In only his second at-bat of the
season, Ben Kraus took a first-pitch
fastball and ricocheted it off the high
school wall beyond the centerfield
fence for a solo home run and the
Blue Devils’ final run in the bottom of
the seventh.

“We tried to battle back a couple of
times. They are a great hitting team.
They hit the ball well, and we couldn’t
keep up with them,” O’Rourke said.
“It was fun! I wish we could have
ended it with a win, but I had a lot of
fun this season.”

“They doubled our score. Our pitch-
ers weren’t hitting their locations,
and they are a good hitting team. You
got to win when you score 14 runs.
I’ve never seen a team score 14 runs
and get doubled. It’s not a good feel-
ing,” Barry said.

“It was a great game all the way
through. We never stopped fighting
until the last inning. It’s tough to
come back from a deficit like that, but
we fought. We could have lain down
in the fifth inning, but James
[O’Rourke] had a big hit, and we
started a rally and made it a ballgame,”
said Murray, who added, “They were
just a great hitting team. It’s a good
opportunity to play for the state cham-
pionship. We really wanted to win it,
but it wasn’t our game today. They
played very well.”

“They hit the guts out of the ball.
They hit the tar out of the baseball.
No matter who we threw out there
they hit. That’s why they are as good
as they are. I don’t know how a pitcher
ever stopped them,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster said. “It was a
great ride. They [Westfield] played
their butts off all year.”

“All the games, we came back in
the seventh inning. We played great.
This team never quit, but today, that
team was great,” Gribbin said.
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beginning in the bottom of the inning
when Brian Stagg tagged a leadoff
double, Nick Dispenziere (3-for-4, 2
runs) thumped an RBI triple and Jake
Moran (2-for-3) plopped an RBI
single to make the score, 2-1.

In the fourth, Forgash and Ryan
tapped back-to-back singles, and Tim
Younger yanked a two-run double
down the third baseline.

“The first two at-bats, I didn’t do
what I really wanted to do, but I saw
the ball better and got a pitch that that
I could hit right away. We really
needed that,” said Younger, who
added, “I’m pumped up to get the first
Group 4 state title for us in history.
One more game!”

James O’Rourke (2-for-4) followed
with an RBI triple to right-center,
then Danny Kerr skid an RBI grounder
to short to give the 25-4 Blue Devils
a 5-2 lead.

“We wanted to stay patient. We had
a little trouble early in the day, but we
knew that we would eventually score,”
O’Rourke said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Matt
Rivera kept the Golden Eagles in
check before being relieved by Mike
Mondon in the sixth inning. Rivera
scattered five hits, walked one and hit
a batter, while recording two
strikeouts. Mondon got out of the
sixth inning unscathed thanks to a
second-to-first double play initiated
by shortstop Younger.

But Morris Knolls showed its moxie
in the bottom of the seventh.
Dispenziere and Moran rapped
singles, Evan Steidl bounced a
ground-rule RBI double over the

leftfield fence, and Vinnie Oliveri
slashed a two-run double to knot the
score.

In the eighth, Murray singled to
center. Kerr took a 3-2 pitch and
punched it to right as Murray sprinted
to second and ended up at third. The
first-and-third situation forced the
Golden Eagles to intentionally walk
Barry to get to Will Riggs, who laced
a two-run single to right. After Forgash
was intentionally walked, Ryan added
an RBI single. Mondon got mean in
the bottom of the inning and retired
three of the four batters that he faced.

“It was a 3-2 count, one out. He hit
that ball through the hole, and it just
so happened that it worked out. We
were able to produce a run that way.
It was well-executed,” Murray said of
Kerr’s hit. “Seventh inning always
works for us, but why not try some-
thing new? It worked out.”

“That wasn’t even a planned play.
It looked like a hit-and-run, but it
really wasn’t,” Kerr said. “It’s crazy!
I never thought we would ever be in
this position, but we have one game to
go. Keep playing the way we have
been playing and see how it goes.”

“We knew AJ and Dan were even-
tually going to break out. We were
just waiting for it to happen,”
O’Rourke said. “This is a special
team right here.”

“There’s somebody new every time.
That’s what’s good about it. We are
all getting our chance to be the hero,”
Riggs said.

Before Riggs stepped to the plate
in that fateful at-bat, he had a conver-
sation with Coach Brewster about the

possibility of another suicide squeeze
like the one he pulled off against
Perth Amboy in the sectional cham-
pionship game.

“I thought he was going to give it to
me. When I went up to talk to him, I
said, ‘do you want a squeeze?’ He
said, ‘look for a fastball and hit it.’
That’s what I did. I haven’t been
hitting well today. I knew they weren’t
expecting much of me. They gave me
a fastball. I saw it, and I took advan-
tage of it,” Riggs said. “This feels
amazing. I have never been this far in
anything in my life. None of us have.
It feels great that we are the only team
in our school’s history to ever do this.
We know that we have something
special, and we are going to take
advantage of it.”

“Steve and Brett had three hits to-
day. That’s the thing about this team.
Everybody hits! I can’t be more
pleased with what we’ve done. We
won five state games in our last at-
bat. That’s unbelievable! Our kids
don’t know the word quit,” Coach
Brewster said. “Manalapan is very,
very good. We are going to have to hit
like we have never hit. We are going
to have to play defense. We are going
to have to get good pitching. Ninety
other Group 4 teams wish they were
there, but we are there, so if you are
there, you have a chance. You got to
be in it to win it!”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE RELAY A LITTLE LATE…Blue Devil third baseman Brett Ryan gets the relay a little late as Golden Eagle
Nick Dispenziere slides into third with a triple in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCE OUT AT HOME…Blue Devil catcher AJ Murray gets the force out at home on Manalapan Brave
Alex DeCastro in the first inning of the Group 4 championship game.

More Westfield/Manalapan Photos – goleader.com –
Click “Online Cranford Sports” – Page 4
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Search for homes
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2346 Marlboro Road, Scotch Plains $489,000
Extensively renovated inside & out!  This Cape Cod  has been completely updated for you
to move in & enjoy.  The first floor offers: a Formal LR w/fplc & French door to Den with
tray ceiling; a gorgeous New EIK w/ss appliances, undermounted ss sink, built-in microwave
& custom tiled backsplash; 2 BR's & a new full bath complete the first floor.  Upstairs,
you'll find 2 additional BR's & a new full bath.  The LL has a finished rec. rm, a laundry &
utility room.  Numerous other improvements include new: hdwd floors 1st floor; HVAC,
windows, paver front walkway, front landscape & more!

522 Elm Street, Westfield , NJ $839,000
THE HISTORIC ADDAMS FAMILY HOME! This Circa 1900’s 9 room, 6 BR, 2-1/2 bath
historically registered property is the former residence of well-known, Charles Addams.   It
was in this very house that the mastermind idea behind the pop culture show, The Addams
Family first culminated.  This show went on to become a hit TV series, a successful movie
and a huge Broadway  sensation.  The house has been lovingly preserved and features a
Formal Living Rm. w/fplc;  a Formal Dining Rm. w/butler’s pantry; EIK  w/granite
countertops and slider to deck.  The yard is beautifully landscaped and has a 2 car detached
garage w/potting shed, ideal for the  garden enthusiast.   Don’t miss this exceptional
opportunity to own this landmark home.

711 East Broad Street, Westfield $859,000
Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial w/gracious entry Foyer;
LR w/fplc. & crown molding; a sunken FDR; a wonderful Center Island Kitchen which
opens to the FR; a 1st floor Laundry, Powder Room & Office w/custom built-in’s. Upstairs,
the MBR features a walk-in closet & private bath. CAC & hdwd.  floors. Nestled on a
magnificently landscaped property w/custom lighting, sprinkler system & mahogany front
porch this home is convenient to town, park and Wilson School.

151-153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $859,000 each
Two beautiful, serene 1.1 acre lots for sale surrounded by nature, tucked away on a
private lane off Hillside Avenue in Mountainside. These Estate -like lots are surrounded
by beautiful homes. Don't miss this amazing opportunity to own these fantastic pieces of
property.  Call Listing Agent, Jayne Bernstein 908-233-5555 x 203 for more details and
proposed floor plans.

6 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $1,120,000
Architecturally spectacular mid-century 9 room, 5 BR, 5-1/2 bath home recently refurbished
with stunning upscale finishes. Highlights include sleek Veneta Cucine custom kitchen
overlooking central atrium; dramatic living room with 18-foot ceiling, sculptural fireplace and
conversation pit; separate FR and media room; MBR suite with multi-room dressing/bath
area; four add’l bedrooms including secluded bed/bath suites on the second and ground
levels. The exterior has been extensively landscaped and includes an in-ground pool.

153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,649,900
BUILD YOUR DREAM ON 1.1 ACRES!  Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano and Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage announce a rare opportunity to own a  new custom home in
an incredible setting on a private lane. This 4000 sq ft house will feature 4 large bedrooms
including a Master Bedroom Suite with sitting room, 4.5 Baths, spacious well appointed
Kitchen connecting to a Family Room designed for entertaining, formal Dining room with
Butler's pantry, finished basement with Bath and a 2 car garage. Plans are available for
review at Listing office and modifications can still be made!

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


