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Blue Devil Boys Get 5th in 4x800 at MOC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“My strategy was to get out in the
beginning of the race, hang around
the lead group and get around the
other kids. I did it up until the 800
mark then I died a little. Usually I
have a little bit of a kick left for the
last lap. I picked it up last lap today,
but the heat got to me by then,” Kirna
explained. “It’s a huge honor, espe-
cially running with these other guys,
who have trained so hard all season.
It’s an accomplishment just to run in
the same race for States.”

Cranford Cougar Natalie Englese
lined up in Lane 5, and Blue Devil
Ashley Edwards was lined up in Lane
1 to start the seeded heat of the 400
meters. Because of the staggered setup
at the start of the race, a competitor in
Lane 5 cannot see the jump of the
runners in the lower-numbered lanes,
while the runner in Lane 1 has to deal
with the effect of seeing everyone
lined up in front of her.

Favored to win the race was Olivia
Baker from Columbia, who clocked
the best time of 54.46 at the Group 4
meet on June 4. Englese clocked a
55.66 at the Group 3 meet and
Edwards clocked a 57.64 at the Group
4 meet.

As expected, Baker crossed first to
win the MOC event with a time of
54.66, while Englese crossed third

with a time of 56.32 just behind
Marabel Nkenke (Montclair Immacu-
late) who finished in 56.21. Edwards
crossed 16th in 58.11.

“At the 300, I let her go too much.
I kind of disappointed myself. I felt
strong in the last 100, but I needed to
pick it up a lot more in the final 300
though,” Englese explained.

“I came out fast, maybe a little bit
too fast as I wanted to. It wasn’t my
best race. It was pretty decent for the
weather conditions. There was a lot of
tough competition out there,” said
Edwards, who added, “It wasn’t too
difficult running out of Lane 1. I would
rather be inside, but it is what it is.”

Raider junior Erin Pierce also ran in
the seeded heat of the 800 meters and
found out just how quickly her compe-
tition got off the line from the start.
Although she did not finish in the top-
8, she learned what she would need to
compete at the MOC next year.

“Very fast! It wasn’t what I ex-
pected. Right off the start it was quick.
Coming into my first lap I was like
64ish [64 seconds], which was pretty
good, and then it was such a fast start.
I just got tired, but it was fun to be
here,” Pierce said.

Pierce also qualified to compete in
the 1,600 meters, but she, along with
her coach Jeff Koegel’s advise, opted

not to run because of the 98+ degrees
temperature.

“She has gone out faster than what
she did today. She wasn’t going to
keep up with the leaders, but she didn’t
have that spring in her stride that she
had this past weekend. She was a little
flat today,” Coach Koegel said. “It
doesn’t take anything away from the
exceptional season that she had, I am
sure that even at the beginning of the
season and the middle of the season,
that she would run 5:05 [1,600] and
2:15 [800]. She has come a long way,
and we have another year to get stron-
ger. It’s good that she got here and can
see what things were like.”

Union Catholic Viking Allen Eke
finished sixth in the 800 meters with
a time of 1:53.44. New Providence
Pioneer Everett Price finished sixth
in the 1,600 meters at 4:15.65. Sum-
mit Hilltopper Marc Jones cleared 6-
8 to placed second in the high jump,
which was won by Rob Weimer
(Montgomery) with the same height
but with less misses.

Several events were not completed
due to the meet being called because
of lightning. The boys and girls 3,200
and 4x400, along with several jump-
ing events and the boys shot put and
pole vault had been rescheduled for
June 13.

CROSSLAND LED TEAM; CHAMBLISS, CRISCUOLO B.A.

Lady Blue Devils Emerged
As County Softball Power
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five freshmen in the starting lineup
would normally have meant a very
dismal, rebuilding season for the
Westfield High School softball team.

And it seemed so for a while as the
Blue Devils struggled in the begin-
ning with a 1-6 record. However, as
Union County Tournament time ar-
rived, a more refined Blue Devil team
strutted onto the field. The seventh-
seeded Blue Devils knocked off sec-
ond-seeded A.L. Johnson, 3-1, in the
quarterfinals and third-seeded and
defending champion Cranford, 4-2,
in the semifinals before dropping an
8-1 decision to top-seed Governor
Livingston in the championship game

at Kean University in Union.
Part of their later-season success

came from the leadership of seniors
Emma Crossland and Nicki
Schmeider. Crossland, a catcher, dem-
onstrated her powerful arm by gun-
ning down runners attempting to steal

bases. Crossland finished with a .989
fielding average, and she showed her
moxie at the plate to finish with a
.349 batting average (BA), with 20
singles, five doubles, four triples and
one home run. She also had 13 RBI
and drew six walks. Schmeider, a
first baseman, batted .211 and had
nine RBI.

Freshman shortstop Cali Chambliss
was a superb fielder and just as good
at the plate. She led the team with a
.434 BA, rapping 26 singles, six
doubles, a triple and two home runs
for a .515 on base percentage (OBP).
As the leadoff hitter, she also drew 14
walks and had 11 RBI.

Freshman centerfielder Julia
Criscuolo had a keen ability to read

the pitchers and finished with a .400
BA, which included four doubles,
two triples, 11 RBI, four sacrifices
and six walks. She had a fielding
average of .917.

Freshman right fielder Chrissy
Ferraro, who was brought up late in

the season, finished with eight singles
in 18 at-bats. She had an OBP of .500.

Freshman pitcher/right fielder Sh-
annon Schaefer showed poise on the
mound and had an earned run aver-
age (ERA) of 1.13 with a 4-4 record.
She allowed 21 walks and struck out
46, while allowing only nine earned
runs. She tossed a no-hitter against
Elizabeth in the first county tourna-
ment game. Schaefer also was strong
at the plate, but unfortunately, her
season ended early with an injury and
she missed the final six games. She
finished with a .933 fielding average.

Freshman pitcher/third baseman
Elena Scarano demonstrated that she
was quite capable on the mound. She
was the pitcher of record in the county

tournament wins over
Johnson and Cranford. In
her 98 innings on the
mound, she recorded 101
strikeouts, while walking
45, and finished with a 6-
9 record and a 2.37 ERA.
At the plate, she had a
.278 BA and a .342 OBP.

Sophomore leftfielder
Sarah Seitz came on strong
defensively as the season
progressed and had some
punch at the plate also with
a .353 BA and a .402 OBP
with six RBI, 11 runs
scored and six sacrifices.
Junior Designated Player
Sam Jackson finished with
a .256 BA and a .347 OBP.
Junior third baseman/des-
ignated player Taylor Bar-
ber had a .263 batting av-
erage with a .282 OBP and
four RBI. Junior second
baseman Olivia Pecora, in
40 at-bats, had seven hits
and two RBI.

“Overall, I’m very
proud of the team’s per-
formance this year. We
continued to improve over
the course of the season
and competed very well in
the county tournament. We
look forward to improv-

ing over the off-season and coming
back as a stronger and more deter-
mined team next year,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Caitlyn MacDonald said.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFF TO A VERY FAST START…Raider junior Erin Pierce, second from left, gets off in the very fast seeded heat in the
800-meter race at the Meet of Champions in Old Bridge on June 9.

David B. Corbin (Union County Championship 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Nikki Schmeider, No. 17, and catcher Emma Crossland provided
the senior leadership for the Blue Devils this season.
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CLARK $440,000 CRANFORD $249,000 CRANFORD $325,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $475,000

WESTFIELD $799,000 WESTFIELD $977,000 WESTFIELD $999,500 WESTFIELD $1,116,000

Meticulously maintained all-brick 3BR 2BA split level home on corner lot . Lovingly
landscaped yard with in-ground pool. Walking distance to parkland and trout waters.

Outstanding top flr walk-up w/beautiful courtyard & historic home views! Great
layout w/generous eat-in kit. High celings, oak parquet flrs, archways & moldings!

Comfortable home w/hwd flrs, fam room, ample closets in each rm, Gas furnace & water
heater replaced 04/11. Spacious yard w/covered patio from family room. Attic storage.

Surprisingly spacious home! Family room off updated kitchen w/granite counters. Hwd
floors. Hugh master bedroom with full bath and walk in closets. Pvt yard. Close to all.

Gracious & sunny Center Hall Col, updt Ei-Kit w/granite ctrs, MBR w/updt BA, office,
FR w/fplc, Fam rm w/corner cab, nice sized BRs, updt hall bath, Rec rm, Trex deck.

NEW PRICE! Warm & inviting built 2008, Spacious kitchen, fam rm w/ fplc. Loads
of wndws, Master w/sitting rm w/fplce. 5BR 4BA 2-zone heat & CAC & lots more!

Colonial charmer surrounded by larger character homes awaiting the buyer to enhance or
expand. First flr FR w/full bath could also be master BR. 2nd flr expansion possibilities.

Charming & inviting Colonial, LR w/fplc, lovely formal DR. Newer Kit w/pdwr rm & brkfst
rm, sunny parlor/den, nice BR, enclosed porch, great yard, close to everything location.

Sprawling 5BR 5.1BA Custom home on 0.34 acres w/many updates & amenities! Hwd floors,
large rooms, fabulous MBR suite. Muti-zone CAC & Heating, CAC, Gym. Convenient locn!

Great combination of new construction & top location. Classic, colonial nestled in north
side enclave neighborhood. Construction starts soon. Time to pick out your selections.

Tremendous curb appeal & updated 5BR Col. in great location! Fabulous newly
created 3rd floor Master w/luxurious bath & closet. Updated kitchen. Close to all.

Own a piece of history! 4BR 4BA meticulously maintained home w/many recent
updates on 1/3 acre of professionally lndscpd property. Amazing storybook home!
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