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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LaFORGE NAMED ALL-FITCH 1ST TEAM

Several WF Boys Receive
Recognition in Lacrosse
Several boys from the Westfield

High School varsity lacrosse team
that finished the season with a 9-10
record, along with four boys from the
junior varsity (JV) squad and four
boys from the freshman squad re-
ceived recognition for their efforts.

Three varsity Blue Devils received
Westfield Booster Association hon-
ors. Senior midfielder Jack Allen re-
ceived the Deborah Touhy Memorial
Scholarship, and senior defenseman
Jack Lorentzen received the Peter
Houlihan Scholarship. Senior goalie
Jeff LaForge received the Booster’s
Most Valuable Senior award.

LaForge was named to the All-
Fitch Division First Team, as well as
to the All-State Group 4 Second Team.
He also was named an Academic All-
America.

Senior defenseman Tom Snyder,
who was named the varsity Blue Dev-
ils’ Most Valuable Player (defense),
was named All-Fitch Division Hon-
orable Mention, as well as All-State
Group 4 Second Team. Senior at-

tacker James Lisooey received Aca-
demic All-America honors.

Junior midfielder Ryan Rittendale,
who handled the majority of the face-
offs, won the Varsity Most Ground
Balls award. He also was named All-
Fitch Division Second Team and All-
State Group 4 Second Team. Junior
attacker Jackson O’Leary received
the Varsity Most Valuable Player
award. Senior defenseman Connor
Melofchik received the Varsity
Coach’s Award.

On the JV squad, Jack Flaherty was
named the Most Valuable Player (of-
fense). Austin Fishman was named
the Most Valuable Player (defense).
Henry Smith received the Most
Ground Balls award and Jack Colwell
received the Coach’s Award.

Freshman Chris Callahan received
the Most Valuable Player (offense)
award. Jake Kaplan received the Most
Valuable Player (defense) award.
Dane Huber received the Most
Ground Balls award, and Patrick
Decker received the Coach’s Award.

Check off Another
From ‘Bucket List’

Waking up last Saturday morning
didn’t seem much different than my
previous 3,423 or so Saturday morn-
ings of my life. But it was different. It
was the first day in my life – or the life
of anybody else, for that matter –
when WHS would be playing for the
state baseball championship. And it
was a day that would check another
item off my “Bucket List.”

As the chores were done to prepare
for the trip to Ken Frank Field at Toms
River South, my mind, as usual, began
to wander. I thought about the great
players who never got to play in a state
championship baseball game for WHS
– Bobby Dougherty, Sam Mitchell,
Rudy Stanzel, Dave Townley, Jack
Corbett, Frank Piscopo, Bob List, Jody
Freeman, Jim MacBean, Jeff Torborg,
Ray Bailey, the Wilday brothers (Pete,
Dave and Jim), Smitty Lanning, Dick
Myers, Marty Howarth, Dwight
Davies, Charlie Widmer, Dennis
Burke, Rob Schram, Greg Chlan,
Chuck Hood, Donny Anderson, Ken
Stith, Bobby Flynn, Frank Tokash,
Bob Brewster, Rich Papaccio, Scott
Gillin, Skeeter MacCloskey, Bill
Napier . . . and that’s just some of the
guys, just for the 25 years from 1945-
1970.

It’s certainly not like Westfield isn’t,
and hasn’t always been, a baseball
town. Since the 1890s, when Al Drake
built his field on Park Street, between
the Boulevard and Summit Ave., and
through the days of the Westfield Ath-
letic Association and its games at Rec-
reation Park (now Kehler Stadium), to
the opening of Tamaques Park in 1940
. . . the Westfield Hawks . . . the
Westfield Merchants . . . Post 3 Ameri-
can Legion . . . Westfield has always
had outstanding baseball.

But here we were, with a team pretty
much unheralded coming into the sea-
son, taking on Manalapan for the state
championship at Ken Frank Field in
Toms River.

Yes, this Saturday was different.
Win or not, the Blue Devils, a bunch of
Westfield kids representing their
town’s high school, were in the state
final. There’s something special when
a group of kids play together through
the years and end up wearing the town
school’s colors . . . the parochial/pri-
vate all-star teams can never know
what that means, and that’s their loss.

So the result – a hard-to-believe-
unless-you-were-there-and-even-
then-it-was-still-hard-to-believe, 29-
14 loss to Manalapan in a wild slugfest
of a state final – wasn’t what the hun-
dreds and hundreds of WHS fans in

attendance wanted.
But it did nothing to obscure the

season itself; or at least it should NOT
obscure it. The 25 wins were the sec-
ond most in school history, to the 27-
3 team in 1995. And the trip to the state
final had never happened before. And
four of the five losses were to state
champion teams (three to Group 2
champ Berkeley Heights). And scor-
ing 14 runs off two pitchers going to
Division 1 colleges with baseball
scholarships?

Those are my memories of the sea-
son. And also of a great experience,
seeing all the WHS past and present
coaches, of assorted sports, and the
current and past athletes, and former
AD Ed Tranchina, and watching the
game from center field, with former
WHS second baseman Dave Yatcilla
(’75) and footballer Josh Gribbin (’08)
. . . my final dance card could have
been punched out Saturday night and
I’d have gone happily. Anything that
brings together so many WHS fans –
including many former players from
the ’40s and ’50s, the ’60s and ’70s,
all the way up to players in the ’80s,
’90s and ’00s – is a great thing. Win
or not!

Some fans on the way out grumbled
about the field. Apparently they would
have preferred some boring, cookie-
cutter field (300 down both lines, 350
up both allies and 400 to dead center,
and a nice semi-circular fence with a
padded yellow border) to a field where
the field was built into the available
space, which forced some odd di-
mensions in right-center field. These
people seemed to think that the field
somehow shrunk when Manalapan
was batting and expanded when WHS
batted. Maybe the parking situation
wasn’t so hot, but the field? It takes
over as the new No. 1 in the Den’s
“Top Fields WHS Has Ever Played
On.” No contest!

Because of the strange configura-
tion, me, Yat and Josh got to see up
close what was without a doubt the
greatest catch I’ve ever seen by a
WHS baseball player, maybe by any
baseball player . . . at any level! With
the Devils down 16-6 in the top of the
fifth, a Manalapan batter drilled a
shot to deep right-center field. James
O’Rourke went sprinting to his left,
leaped and made a diving, backhanded
catch that was hard to believe even
after actually seeing it! (A day or two
later, it’s still hard to imagine.) When
Jon Gribbin closed that inning with a
diving catch near the leftfield line,
his second such of the game, you can

imagine how momentum seemingly
had switched. And when WHS put up
seven runs in the bottom of the fifth,
a 16-6 mercy loss had become a 16-
13 ballgame, with just two innings to
go.

Alas, the state title was not to be.
The amazing run was over. No 500th
win for coach Bob Brewster . . . this
year.

And, because of one loss, some
band wagon-jumpers chose to forget
the amazing string of victories –
against Franklin, Phillipsburg,
Hunterdon Central, Perth Amboy and
Morris Knolls – that put WHS into
the title game. The 25 wins. The sec-
tional title.

And those people who had WHS as
a 20-plus win, team and a state final-
ist before the season? Could you meet
me at the local lottery-ticket store
immediately! This was a team few
expected much from . . . and which is
now one of the best in school history.

Just to reach the state final, a team
has to qualify through sectional tour-
naments. Perhaps the most amazing
thing about this year’s team was that
its sectional championship – not
counting four straight come-from-
behind wins in the seventh inning –
was only the third in school history.
Given the talent that’s played ball at
WHS over the past 50-60 years, that’s
a shocking number. Even more shock-
ing: it was only the sixth time WHS
had even played in a sectional title
game, the others in 1977 (2-1 loss to
SPFHS), 1988 (7-2 win over
Bloomfield), 1994 (11-7 loss to Eliza-
beth), 1995 (5-3 loss to Morristown)
and 2007 (10-4 loss to Edison).

Mostly this just shows how diffi-
cult it is to be even a sectional cham-
pion, much less a state champ. One of
the town’s golden ages of baseball –
some would say THE golden age –
was in the 1960s, when the high
school, the Post 3 American Legion
and the semipro Westfield Merchants
were all powerhouses. But those WHS
teams under coach Norm Koury
(1963-1967) never entered the state
tournament, putting all their marbles
into the bags marked the Union
County and Greater Newark tourna-
ments. Post 3 reached the American
Legion state final three times (1964,
1966, 1970), but lost all three. The
Merchants seemingly played in the
semipro Tournament of Champions
every summer, but never won it all.
It’s just not that easy.

Here is a look at WHS’s previous
two sectional champion teams, in
1949 – awarded the North 2 Group 3
title by the NJSIAA; and 1988 – won
on the field.

1949: Under coach Noel Taylor,
WHS went 14-2, losing in the regular
season to Union, and falling in the

season-finale on June 7 to Hillside in
the quarterfinals of the Greater New-
ark Tournament. Comets ace Phil
Amato struck out 16 and allowed just
one hit, a ninth-inning double by Dave
Townley.

The WHS starting lineup in the
final game:

Frank Piscopo 3b (.317)
Jack Van Hart lf (.279)
Rudy Stanzel ss (.304)
Sam Mitchell cf (.333, 5-0)
Dave Townley c (.377)
Jack Corbett p (.327, 3-1)
Dave Anderson 2b (.139)
Howie Perkins rf (.318)
Ed Lewis 1b (.190)
Other players: Dick Johnston cf

(.294), Jim Scott rf (.278), Dick Smith
p (4-0), Ed Clark p (1-1); Tony
Carnevale, Wayne Hanson, Dave Tay-
lor, Bussie Sherrick.

1988: Under coach Bob Brewster
(then in just his sixth year), WHS
went 19-7. After being shocked by
Clark in the opening round of the
UCT, the Devils bounced back to win
sectionals and come within two wins
of a state championship.

In the state tournament, WHS beat:
Morristown, 4-2; Livingston, 13-3;
Elizabeth, 15-8, and Bloomfield, 7-2
in the sectional final, before falling to
Memorial of West New York, 2-1, in
the state semifinals.

The WHS starting lineup in the
sectional final game:

Pete Lima ss (.317, 1-1)
Kevin Stock p (.421, 7-3)
Clint Factor cf (.453, 6-3)
Brandon Lopresti rf (.301)
Ted Hobbie 1b (.408, 1-1)
Chris Cognetti lf (.323)
Charlie Ott c (.323)
Kevin Smith 3b (.286)
Kevin Zippler 2b (.476)
Other players: Jack Duelks, 2b

(.209); Kevin Lombardi, 3b-p (.325;
3-0); John Macko, lf-dh (.264, 0-1);
of Rob Shovlin (.273); J.J. McKeon,
c (.243); Chris Shea, ss (.357), and
Doug Sheldon, c (.250).

BONUS DEN
Because of the large amount of

significant stuff going on, the Devil’s
Den will also appear next week, in
the June 23 Westfield Leader.

DEVIL OF THE YEAR
The fifth Devil of the Year will be

announced in the season-ending June
30 Devil’s Den. Previous honorees
are: Tom Bonard (2007), Alexi Kuska
and Erin Miller (2009), Chris
DeLaFuente (2010), and Suzanne
Lemberg and Matt Meserole (2011).

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Devil of the Year
Will be Announced

In June 30 Issue

The 13th-ranked Governor
Livingston High School baseball
team plated six runs in the top of the
seventh inning to defeat West Essex,
8-2, for the Group 2 Championship
at Toms River North on June 11.

The 26-6 Highlanders, who
handed the Westfield Blue Devils
three of their five losses this season,
were locked in a 2-2 tie before they
poured on the deluge of runs. Joey
DeSarno started the decisive six-
run rally with a single and finished
it with a two-run single. Ryan
Jennings made the score 3-2 with

an RBI single, and Bill Worswick
followed with a two-run double.

Highlander pitcher Mike
Cranston, who tossed a three-hitter
and fanned six, yielded a run in the
first inning on an RBI triple and
was tagged for a solo home run,
which tied the score at 2-2, in the
sixth inning.

DeSarno gave the Highlanders a
2-0 lead when he drilled a two-run
double in the top of the first inning.
West Essex was the defending Group
2 champion. The Highlanders’ only
other Group 2 title came in 1999.

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUHY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT…Blue Devil senior midfielder Jack
Allen, No. 2, received the Deborah Touhy Memorial Scholarship.

MOVE-IN

SPECIALS!
MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from

$1,550/month

2 BR/2 BA apartments from

$1,800/month

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

2011 RAIDER
SOCCER CAMP

at Scotch Plains - Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 11-15
JULY 25-29

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Goal Keeper Training

Tactical Camp for Teams

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

Boys & Girls

Fully Insured

High School Elite Week for

Boys and Girls Grades 9-12
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The Fun of Soccer is for children age 4 to 6 years old. 

The In-town program is for children entering 1st - 4th grades.

The Intercounty program is for rising 5th-12th graders.

On-line registration and program information is available 
at www.westfieldnjsoccer.com

Westfield Soccer Association
Register Now for Fall 2011 Season

(Fun of Soccer, In-town & Intercounty Programs)

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Governor Livingston Wins
Group 2 Baseball Crown

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A PHYSICAL GAME…Blue Devil Markey Frega, No. 20, and Christian Burgdorf,
No. 17, put the pinch on a Raider attacker.


