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– Obituaries –

Marian Collins, 97, Cherished Family;
Was Volunteer, Naturalist and Artist

Marian Eloise Lynde Collins, 97,
of Wilbraham, Mass. died on Friday,
June 3, 2011, at Mercy Hospital in
Springfield, Mass.

Daughter of the late Isabelle Mor-
row Lynde and William Ridgway
Lynde, she was born in Westfield,
N.J. on June 1, 1914. She attended
Westfield schools and Wilson Col-
lege in Chambersburg, Pa. She held
several professional positions in New
York City, San Francisco and Massa-
chusetts. She was a volunteer at the
Massachusetts Audubon Society and
the Wilbraham Athenaeum Society,
and a volunteer reader for the blind
on Radio Reading Service.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband of 50 years, William
Oliver Collins, Jr., and also by her
son, William O. Collins, III, and her
sons-in-law, Dr. Walter English,
David Kirbawy and Leo Riley. She
leaves her two loving daughters, Bar-
bara L. Kirbawy of Ohio and Vir-
ginia L. Collins-English of Massa-
chusetts, with whom she made her
home in her later years. She also
leaves two grandchildren, Laura
Lajoie and her husband, David, and
Jeffrey Collins; five great-grandsons
and a great-granddaughter, and sev-

eral nieces and nephews.
Marian Collins was a woman of

many gifts: a gardener and natural-
ist, artist and pianist, writer, traveler
and homemaker. She wished to be
remembered as a wife and mother,
and it is in this way that she left her
precious legacy. She shared a lov-
ing, committed and joyful marriage
with her husband, living uncondi-
tional love and voluntary simplicity
before those terms were invented.
Together, they raised their children
with room to play, time to daydream,
attentiveness to wonder, and a sense
of gratitude and responsibility to
creation.

She was gentle and merry, faithful
and resilient, creative and contem-
plative, generous and merciful. Es-
pecially in the challenges and losses
of her recent years, this dear woman
radiated courage, forgiveness, seren-
ity, faith, and most of all, love.

Those who wish to honor her life
are invited to visit someone who is
suffering from loneliness or illness.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Monday, June 13, at Wilbraham
Monson Academy Chapel in
Wilbraham.
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Janet M. Davis, 85, Was Licensed Pilot;
Worked For Rutgers Graduate School

Janet Marie Davis died on Mon-
day, June 6, 2011, after a five-year
battle with breast cancer. She was 85
years old. She was pre-
deceased by her husband
of 49 years, Richard
White Davis, and her sis-
ter, Evelyn Frohman of
Grosse Pointe Woods,
Mich.

Janet was born in
Wilmington, N.C. When
she was 2, her family
moved to Bloomington,
Ind. and later to Quincy,
Ill., where she graduated
from high school. She at-
tended the University of
Illinois and graduated
with honors and a double major in
Spanish and Accounting. Janet earned
her MBA from Rutgers University,
where she worked for 21 years in the
Graduate School of Business.

Janet and Dick were avid square
dancers and were very active in sev-
eral clubs, first in New Jersey and
later in North Carolina.

The couple has four children, Carol
Yunker of Groveland, Mass., Allison
Parkes of Hope Valley, R.I., Christo-
pher Davis of Plano, Tex. and Mel-
issa Grunwerg of Somerset, N.J.

Janet’s passion, after her family,
was flying. She was the youngest
woman to solo in Illinois, when she

was 16, and earned her
private pilot’s license at
the age of 18. After a
hiatus to raise her family,
she renewed her license,
and she and Dick enjoyed
many years of flying va-
cations together, includ-
ing one memorable trip
to Alaska. Janet and Dick
moved to Southern
Shores, N.C. upon her re-
tirement from Rutgers.

Janet was named a
“Master Pilot” by the
FAA in 2006. She was a

member of the Coast Guard Auxil-
iary in North Carolina and a lifelong
Republican. Janet also enjoyed sew-
ing – she made most of her own
clothes – as well as knitting. She will
be greatly missed by her children and
their spouses, as well as her cousin,
13 grandchildren, seven great-grand-
children and six nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Susan G. Komen 3-
Day for the Cure Fund.
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Gus ‘Muz’ Rotella, 92, Navy Veteran;
Honored For Catching Largest Trout

Gus “Muz” Rotella, 92, of Scotch
Plains died peacefully after a long
illness on Saturday, June 11, 2011.

Born in Westfield, he resided in
Scotch Plains since 1954. He was the
son of Antonio and Carmenella
Rotella.

A Navy veteran, Gus served his
country during World War II in both
the European and Pacific Theaters.
He took part in the D-Day Landing in
France. Gus also served with the
C.C.s.

He was a lifetime member of the
Local 825 Operating Engineers in
Springfield.

He loved his garden, hunting and
especially fishing. In the spring of
1994, the State of New Jersey hon-
ored him with an award for catching
the largest fresh water trout, ever.

He is survived and will be greatly
missed by his wife of 58 years,
Jeanette (née De Stefanis); his son
and daughter-in-law, Gus and Diane;
his granddaughter, Anna Davies, and
her husband, Brian, and his great-
granddaughter, Carmella, who
brought a smile to his face no matter
how ill he was.

The funeral service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, June 15, at the
Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Interment
was at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
the Wounded Warriors Project.

Full information can be found at
therossifuneralhome.com.
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Ruth Boyer, 100, Was Voice Teacher;
Soprano Who Performed on Radio

Ruth Boyer of Princeton died
peacefully on Wednesday, June 1,
2011, at 100 years of age.

Born in Freedom, Pa., she was a
longtime resident of Westfield before
moving to Princeton in
2002.

She received her
Bachelor of Arts degree
from Geneva College in
Beaver Falls, Pa., and
her masters in French
from Oberlin College in
Ohio. As an under-
graduate, she, a lyric so-
prano, and her two
roommates, a violinist
and pianist, had a
weekly radio show over
KDKA in Pittsburgh. In
the late 1940s, she also
had a weekly Newark-
based radio show, ac-
companied by piano.

Ruth sang with the Robert Shaw
Collegiate Chorale and made her New
York debut in 1950. For many years,
she was soprano soloist at the Second
Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth and
at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.
She taught voice at Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung, among other
teaching positions elsewhere, and also

gave private voice lessons from her
Westfield home into her 90s.

Ruth was active in the Musical Club
of Westfield and was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Daughter of the late
Adam and Isabelle Kuhl
and wife of the late Robert
C. Boyer, she is survived
by two children, J. Robert
Boyer of Pittstown, N.J.
and Lois Swanson of
Hopewell Township, N.J.;
five grandchildren, Eliza-
beth and Stephanie Boyer
and Jennifer, Christopher
and Karin Swanson, and a
sister, Naomi Griffiths of
York, Pa.

A memorial service will
be held on Saturday, June
25, at 11 a.m. at the
Musconetcong Valley

Presbyterian Church chapel, 142
Main Street, Hampton, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Salva-
tion Army, 378 Jefferson Street, Roch-
ester, Pa. 15074.

To extend condolences or share
memories in the guestbook, please
visit TheKimbleFuneralHome.com.
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Joseph Della Badia, 76, Supt. of Schools;
Was Former WHS Teacher and Coach

Joseph Della Badia, 76, of Meriden,
N.H., formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
passed away peacefully at home on
Saturday, June 11, 2011. A private
gathering for family will be held in
New Jersey.

Born in Montclair, N.J., he grew up
in Bloomfield, N.J., attending
Bloomfield High School, where he
was a three-year starter at shortstop
on the baseball team. In his junior
year, 1952, the team captured the
Greater Newark Tournament (GNT)
and State Championship.

After high school, he served for
two years in the Army during the
Korean War. Following his military
stint, he earned a bachelor’s degree in
social studies and education from
Montclair State University. He later
earned master’s degrees from
Montclair State University and
Rutgers University and a doctorate
from Nova Southeastern University.

In 1972, he was awarded a Fulbright
Scholarship and was chosen to head
the United States delegation at a two-
month international conference on
education in India.

Joe was a history teacher and var-
sity boys swim coach in the 1960s at
Westfield High School, where he
coached some of the most dominant
teams in the history of New Jersey,
winning four consecutive State and
Eastern championships. The 1965-
66 teams were inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame. The
Star-Ledger named him as the boys
swimming Coach of the Decade.

Joe later taught at Summit High
School in New Jersey, and also served
as chairman of the Social Studies De-
partment. He then served as assistant
principal in Summit before becoming

principal at Chatham Township High
School in New Jersey, then superin-
tendent of schools beginning in 1977.

In 1987, he moved to Hanover,
N.H., where for 10 years he was the
superintendent of the Dresden School
District, which includes four towns
in New Hampshire and one in Ver-
mont. He also served as superinten-
dent of schools in Plainfield, N.H.
and Charlestown, N.H.

Joe was a longtime barbershop
quartet singer and also directed New
Jersey choruses in Middletown,
Asbury Park and Westfield, as well as
the Jersey Hills chapter of Sweet
Adelines.

A longtime resident of Westfield,
where he raised his family, Joe was
the first manager of the Westfield
Memorial Pool. An avid
outdoorsman, he especially enjoyed
backpacking, golf and baseball.

He is survived by his wife, Marlene
McGonigle, and three sons, Joe and
his wife, Rhonda, of Warren, N.J.,
Tom of Scotch Plains, N.J. and Dave
of Randolph, N.J., as well as three
stepchildren, Jay McGonigle and his
wife, Lisa, of Alexandria, Va., Brian
McGonigle and his wife, Hillary, of
Greenbrae, Calif. and Leanne
McGonigle Poth and her husband,
Matthias, of Frankfurt, Germany. He
also is survived by his beloved older
sister, Ruth Walters of Alta Loma,
Calif.; five grandchildren and seven
step-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be
made in Joe’s memory to the Norris
Cotton Cancer Center, Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center, 1 Medi-
cal Center Drive, Lebanon, N.H.
03756.
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Charlotte ‘Bunny’ Selvig, 89, Volunteer;
Was Active in Church, Scouts and PTA
Charlotte E. (Bunny) Selvig, 89, of

Tewksbury, N.J. passed away at home
surrounded by her loving family on
Tuesday, June 7, 2011.

Born and raised in Westfield, N.J.,
she graduated from Westfield High
School and worked for AT&T in New
York City before marrying Robert
Selvig in 1942. Post World War II,
she devoted herself to raising their
three children and enjoyed being a
Cub Scout den mother and president
of the PTA.

Bunny also was active in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
as well as the March of Dimes cru-
sade, and volunteered regularly at
Overlook Hospital. Additionally,
she excelled as a representative of
the Ambassador Services of

Westfield, welcoming newcomers
to the town.

Bunny enjoyed tennis, swimming,
playing the organ, gardening, riding
her horses and gourmet cooking. She
was a role model for her children, and
all who met her felt the warmth of a
good friend and confidante.

Predeceased by her parents, Ethel
and Hampton Hanna, and her son,
Robert Jr., she leaves her adoring
husband, Robert; two loving daugh-
ters, Kristine of Warren and Sandra
of Sussex; three grandchildren, Jen-
nifer, John and Allison, and a great-
grandchild, Dylan.

She was universally loved and will
be greatly missed by all who knew her.

Memorial visitation and service
will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. today,
Thursday, June 16, at the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Contributions may be made to the
Arthritis Foundation and to the Ameri-
can Heart Association.
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Patricia A. Smith, 70, Office Manager;
Former Teacher and Administrator

Patricia A. Smith, 70, died on Sun-
day, June 12, 2011, at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she grew
up in Linden before
moving to Scotch Plains
in 1969.

Ms. Smith was a
graduate of St. Mary of
the Assumption High
School, Class of 1958.
She also attended
Duquesne University
and graduated from Se-
ton Hall University with
a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Education.

She was a school
teacher in Westfield,
then worked at AT&T Network Sys-
tems (Lucent) as an executive ben-
efits administrator, retiring from Lu-
cent after over 20 years of service.
Most recently, she was employed as
an office manager with Stahl, Farella,
LLC and Stewart Consulting, LLC in
Westfield.

Ms. Smith was an active member of
the Lucent Retirees Organization
(LRO), as well as the Lucent Retirees
Benefit Team. She also was a member
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are her three sons and
their wives, Michael and Denise, David
and Victoria and Joseph and Melanie;
her nieces, Danielle Restaino and

Samantha Mongardi, and
eight grandchildren, Jes-
sica, Michael, Harry, De-
von, Edward, Christopher,
Alexander and Madeleine.

She was predeceased by
her former husband, Ed-
ward; her parents, John
and Claire Burke, and her
sister, Arlene Restaino.

Visitation will be today,
Thursday, June 16, from
4 to 8 p.m. at Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Fu-

neral services and cremation will be
private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Memorial Sloan-
Kettering, P.O. Box 27106, New
York, N.Y. 10087-7105; online at
giving.mskcc.org or by calling (866)
815-5501, in memory of Patricia
Smith (Reference 501553416). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

A.P.H.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11002580

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. UNNL367710

Plaintiff: MARIO GARCIA, ROSA DASILVA,
JOSE RODRIGUEZ AND JUAN ANTONIO
VAZQUEZ

VS.
Defendant: RIDGE DRIVE DEVELOPMENT

INC.
Sale Date: 06/22/2011
Writ of Execution: 03/05/2011
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirteen Thousand Three Hundred Nine and 10/
100*** $413,309.10.

1. PARCEL ONE:
The property to be sold is located in the Town

of Westfield, County of Union, and State of New
Jersey.

Premises are commonly known as: 501 South
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No. 5 in Block No. 3002
Nearest Cross Street: First Street
2. PARCEL TWO:
The property to be sold is located in the Town

of Westfield, County of Union, and State of New
Jersey.

Premises are commonly known as: 408
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No. 6 in Block No. 3002
Nearest Cross Street: First Street
3. DIMENSIONS OF LOTS:
Irregular lots. Dimension of lots combined ap-

proximately 52,000 square feet.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Three

Thousand Six Hundred Thirty and 14/100***
$423630.14 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ALBERTO ULLOA, PC
1435 MORRIS AVENUE
THIRD FLOOR
UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083
(908) 687-8080
4 T - 05/26, 06/02, 06/09
& 06/16/11 Fee: $185.64

Service League Recognizes
Organizations and Students
SCOTCH PLAINS – At the May

Banquet of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League, held at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield, Patricia
Dillon, chairwoman of the Gifts and
Donations Committee, announced the
2011 recipients of the Service League’s
yearlong fund-raising efforts.

A total of $23,000 was realized
from operation of the Service
League’s thrift shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.
All profits are donated back into the
local communities and to various
charitable organizations.

The recipients are as follows:
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
$1,000; CONTACT We Care, $1,000;
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, $400;
Fanwood Arts Council, $300; Fanwood
Memorial Library, $600; Fanwood
Rescue Squad, $1,000; Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Girl Scouts, $400; Flint-
locks (Boy Scouts of America), $400;
Homefirst, $1,500; Literacy Volunteers
of Union County, Inc., $400; Master
Gardeners of Union County, $400;
Mobile Meals of Westfield, $500; Re-
solve Community Counseling Center,
$1,500; Scotch Plains-Fanwood Pre-
school Program (Jumpstart), $700;
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, $9,000; Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library, $600; Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad, $1,000; Trailside Nature
and Science Center, $500; Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, $1,000, and
YWCA of Eastern Union County, $800.

Three students who graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
were each awarded a $3,000 scholar-
ship from the Service League.

Kathryn Powell will be a junior at the
University of Maryland with a double
major in marketing and international
business. Kathryn has volunteered at
Sister Pat’s Cancer Camp, is a member
of College Against Cancer and also has
been a team captain for the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life.

Kristen Spirko will be a junior at the
University of Delaware, majoring in
community leadership/marketing,
with a GPA of 3.830. She has volun-
teered with First Children as a tutor.

Bryce Smith will be a 2011 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and plans to major in business
administration at Morehouse College.
While in high school, Bryce has vol-
unteered at Ashbrook Nursing Home,
The Chelsea Residence and with
Habitat for Humanity. He also has
participated in the Susan G. Komen
Race, the Crohns Walkathon and has
worked at a local soup kitchen.

Students receiving scholarships
from the Service League have all
shown an interest in volunteerism, their
community and evidence of self-help.
For more information about the orga-
nization or becoming a volunteer,
call the thrift shop at (908) 322-5420.

Optimist Club Announces
Oratorical Contest Winners
WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club

of Westfield recently chose Catherine
King as the winner of the club’s sixth
annual Oratorical Contest for inter-
mediate-school students. The club
also selected Emma Ohlig and Olivia
Loggia as the second- and third-place
winners, respectively.

With the assistance of fine arts
instructors Kimberly Jonny and
Michael Altmann, the club honored
the students at its May meeting at
Westfield’s Echo Lake Country Club,
presenting each of them with a United
States Savings Bond. Each also had
received a medallion and a Certifi-
cate of Achievement at the finals.

Seventh-grade Public Speaking stu-
dents at Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools participated in the com-
petition. Each gave a public address,
four to five minutes in length, on one of
four topics: “If I were the leader of the
free world, the first issue I would ad-
dress would be”; “Cyber communica-
tions, progress or problem?”; “Does
violence in electronic media (video
games, movies, TV, etc.) cause violent
behavior?” and “Does the first amend-
ment apply to teenagers?”

Faculty and administration selected
five finalists from each intermediate
school. The other finalists included
Sydney Barber, Sidarth Eleswarapu,
Lauren Freidenrich, Isabella Gelfand,
Maya Jonsson, Eden Kettleton and
Jesse Liu. Each finalist received a
Certificate of Achievement.

Optimist Club members Rosalie
Balog, Mark Epstein and Jeffrey
Feldman chose the winners and Bill
Foley served as timekeeper. Individu-

als interested in joining the Optimist
Club of Westfield are invited to call
Membership Chairman Mike Walsh
at (908) 654-3144.

www.goleader.com

Library Posts Kickoff
For Summer Reading
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library Kick-Off to Summer
Reading, open to all teens entering
grades 6 to 12, will take place on Tues-
day, June 28, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the
library. Refreshments will be served.

“You Are Here” will be the theme
for the summer. Participants will have
an opportunity to pick out books on
foreign places and travel, DVDs and
other materials. They also are invited
to bring pictures of their travels to
add to the library’s world map; make
a travel journal passport and enter
their books and thoughts to win prizes.

A storytelling evening will be held
on Tuesday, July 5, when participants
can recount their travel stories. On
Tuesday, July 19, individuals will be
able to share their travel photogra-
phy, and on Tuesday, July 26, World
Food Tasting will take place. All these
events will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Teens who do not have a library
card or who have lost one may get a
new card at the Kick-Off to Summer
Reading on June 28. The library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For registration and more in-
formation, call the library at (908)
322-6400.


