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TOP HONOR…Mark Elsasser, Westfield Area “Y” Chief Executive Officer, left,
and Mark Swingle, board chairman, right, congratulate Stephen Murphy on
being named the Westfield Area “Y”’s Golden Volunteer Award recipient for
2011. The Golden Volunteer is the Westfield Area “Y”’s highest award.

Stephen Murphy Is Named
2011 ‘Y’ Golden Volunteer

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” has announced that Stephen
Murphy is the 2011 recipient of its
Golden Volunteer Award, the highest
award the Westfield Area “Y” be-
stows. He has been a “Y” board mem-
ber for the last 10 years.

Mr. Murphy began his involve-
ment with the “Y” as a member of
the Y’s Men’s Club, becoming an
officer of the organization. He con-
tinues as a member of the Y’s Men
and actively participates in its an-
nual Christmas tree sale.

As a Westfield Area “Y” board
member, Mr. Murphy has served on
multiple committees, including
Buildings and Grounds, Board De-
velopment, Nominating, Financial
Development, Long Range Planning,
Member Services, Program Overview
and Golf. He also has chaired the
Youth and Teen, Human Resources,
Executive and Executive Review

committees.
Mr. Murphy served as board chair-

man from 2008 to 2010, shepherding
the “Y” through turbulent economic
times, and continues to serve as an
active volunteer, board member and
leader.

The Golden Volunteer Award was
initiated in 1973 during the 50th anni-
versary of the Westfield Area “Y” to
honor individuals for outstanding ser-
vice to the community and the “Y.”
The Westfield Area “Y” congratulates
Mr. Murphy on receiving the Golden
Volunteer Award and thanks him for
his outstanding service and dedica-
tion to the “Y” and the community.

The “Y” focuses on strengthening
communities through youth develop-
ment, healthy living and social re-
sponsibility. To learn more about
Westfield Area “Y” programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

POLICE BLOTTER
Furniture Assist Provides

Help After Devastating Fire
By PEGGY A. ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.

The May 5 six-alarm fire at
Ferraro’s restaurant, with almost
20 fire departments responding,
was devastating. Our hearts go out
to Ferraro’s and other businesses
affected by the fire.

Three apartments were home to
five people and three dogs. The
community, including the Ameri-
can Red Cross Tri-County Chap-
ter, Overlook Hospital, Westfield
Inn, veterinarians, The Office, po-
lice, town residents and others,
aided human and animal residents.
We, at Furniture Assist, Inc., are
thankful that we were able to give
back to Westfield, whose residents
are so generous to our organiza-
tion.

Greg Kasko was on his way home
from work when he saw flashing
lights and the aftermath of the fire.
“As a retired police officer, I know
all too well the devastation that
fire can cause. The one part of my
job as an officer that I thoroughly
enjoyed was helping out others in
need.” When Greg told his daugh-
ters about the little girl who lost
everything, they wanted to raise
money for her and her family. They
later raised more to include an-
other resident, Denis Kelly, in their
efforts.

Greg immediately contacted
Kassie Smith, with Furniture As-
sist for about four years and cur-
rently serving as treasurer. Greg,
who played softball with Kassie’s
husband, lends Kassie his trailer
for neighbors to donate items to
Furniture Assist. Greg asked Kassie
to help Denis, who lost most of his
possessions in the fire. Furniture
Assist gave Denis rugs, a desk
chair, mattress, pictures, toaster
oven, towels, a comforter, coffee

table, end tables, curtain rods and
other items, to make his new apart-
ment feel like home again.

Denis Kelly wants everyone to
know how grateful he is, particu-
larly to Greg and Kassie. “A big
thank you for helping me, a com-
plete stranger, get on my feet
again,” he says. “This is a bad pre-
dicament, and over time, it makes
things easier to deal with and light-
ens the load of having to start over.
It is hard now, but in time, I know
that I will be okay.

“I am more than appreciative for
the help of the fire departments,
police and Westfield community
and their continuing generosity.”

Furniture Assist,  Inc.
(www.furnitureassist.com) is a
501(c)3 organization serving work-
ing people in Northern New Jersey.
It was founded in 2004 by Dawson
Yeomans, a retired computer sys-
tems analyst, who serves as presi-
dent. Donations range from single
items to contents of entire houses.
We receive items from hotels, stor-
age facilities, stores, residential
complexes and other businesses, as
well as from individuals. Financial
donations are also appreciated.

About 70 social agencies and
other non-profits screen and refer
clients who come to receive items
for free. We have helped hundreds
of fire victims. We are a totally
volunteer organization and wel-
come new volunteers. We are grate-
ful for the generosity of many
Westfield organizations and indi-
viduals, and are thankful that we
were able to give back to Westfield
in this time of need.

* * * * * * *
Peggy A. Rothbaum is a trustee

of Furniture Assist, Inc.

TOUCHES OF HOME…Pictured above is a sampling of the items provided by
Furniture Assist, Inc. to working people in need. Among the recent recipients was
a Westfield resident who lost most of his possessions in the Ferraro’s restaurant
fire. The organization accepts donations ranging from single items to the contents
of entire houses. For more information about Furniture Assist, Inc., visit
furnitureassist.com.

Team Eliza Walks Again

AREA – Team Captain Eliza Bryen,
family and friends have raised over
$1,300 for Crohn’s and Colitis re-
search.

This is the team’s second year of
participation, which took place last
Sunday, June 12, at Liberty State
Park in Jersey City. Crohn’s and Coli-

tis are digestive diseases that affect
over 1.4 million American adults and
children.

Eliza wants to thank her friends
and family for their support.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.comWL 06/16/11
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Team Eliza Participates Again in Benefit Walk

Westfield
Tuesday, June 7, flowers were re-

ported stolen from a residence on the
200 block of Prospect Street. There
are no suspects and the value of the
theft is unknown, according to police.

Thursday, June 9, Caressa Hill,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested
in Lopatcong on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was
transported from Lopatcong police
headquarters to the Westfield Po-
lice Department. Hill was processed
and held pending the posting of
$190 bail.

Friday, June 10, a black leather
wallet was found in the central busi-
ness district. It contained three gift
cards and a small denomination of
currency.

Friday, June 10, a resident of the
100 block of Normandy Drive re-
ported that his motor vehicle was
damaged through criminal mischief
while it was parked on the street in
front of his home. An unidentified
individual scratched the driver’s side
of the vehicle with an unknown ob-
ject. The approximate value of the
damage sustained is $1,500.

Saturday, June 11, a resident of the
400 block of Beechwood Place re-
ported the theft of an iPad, valued at
$700, from his residence approxi-
mately two weeks prior. There are no
suspects, according to police.

Sunday, June 12, police discov-
ered someone unknown had defaced
the northeast service door of Jefferson
Elementary School on Boulevard with
graffiti.

Sunday, June 12, Dennis Brown,
23, of Westfield was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Sussex Street. He was
charged with possession of cocaine,
unlawful possession of prescription
drugs and possession of less than 50
grams of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS), identified by police as
suspected marijuana. Brown was pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Monday, June 13, a motor vehicle
burglary was reported on the 200 block
of Benson Place. A Garmin GPS unit
was removed from the vehicle.

Monday, June 13, a motor vehicle
burglary was reported on the 200
block of Wells Street. A Tom Tom
GPS unit was taken from the vehicle.

Scotch Plains
Friday, June 3, Tony Sullivan, 22,

of Dunellen was arrested on an out-
standing $750 Dunellen warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, June 4, a branch man-
ager of a North Avenue bank reported
that a suspect came into the bank and
was able to get a cash advance with
fraudulent identification.

Saturday, June 4, a Hunter Avenue
resident reported that, sometime over-
night, someone stole his bicycle, val-
ued at approximately $50, which was
left on her front porch.

Monday, June 6, a business owner
on Route 22 reported that, sometime
overnight, someone entered his land-
scaping trailer and removed multiple
pieces of equipment valued at ap-
proximately $2,600.

Tuesday, June 7, Jamel Sheppard,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
charges of trespassing and obstruc-
tion of justice after an officer ob-
served Sheppard walking on Ever-
green School property while school
was in session. According to police,
when the officer attempted to speak
with Sheppard, he refused to supply
his name and tried to run. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Wednesday, June 8, a resident of
Meadowview Road reported that,
sometime over the last month, some-
one made several thousand dollars
worth of online purchases using her
credit card without her authorization.

Thursday, June 9, a resident of
Ternay Avenue reported that, some-
time overnight, someone struck his
motor vehicle, which was parked in
the street, and then fled the area.

Thursday, June 9, Daniel Calvi,
52, of North Plainfield was arrested
and charged with theft after an inves-
tigation into a theft that occurred at a
Raritan Road business. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-

cessed and released.
Thursday, June 9, Shawn Mayerik,

34, of Avenel was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice
after an officer responded to a Route
22 business on the report of a distur-
bance. According to police, the of-
ficer was trying to talk to Mayerik
when the suspect yelled that he “isn’t
talking to anybody” and then ran
away. Mayerik was arrested after a
brief foot pursuit, police said. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, June 10, Leonard Madison,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding $250 Hillside warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, June 10, Kevin O’Leary,
18, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after he was stopped while
driving his motor vehicle in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School park-
ing lot. After conducting an investi-
gation, police found the suspected
marijuana in his vehicle, authorities
said. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Garwood
Saturday, June 4, Francis Sauchelli,

56, of Montclair was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block
of North Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) and
refusal to submit to a breath test. He
was processed and released pending
a court date.

Saturday, June 4, Celerino M.
Ramirez, 27, of Auburn, Wash. was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
North Maple Avenue. He was processed
and released pending a court date.

Sunday, June 12, Maureen
Lukenda, 55, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
She was processed and released pend-
ing a court date.

Sunday, June 12, Scott Desch, 37,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop
on Second Avenue. He was processed
and released pending a court date.

Mountainside
Thursday, June 9, Nathaniel J.

Myers, 39, of Irvington was arrested
on charges of eluding police with a
motor vehicle, possession of a stolen
vehicle and aggravated assault, after
police were alerted to a stolen vehicle
fleeing on Route 22. Authorities said
Myers attempted to elude police by
driving erratically, but he eventually
was apprehended after colliding with
a police vehicle during a chase. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Union County jail.

Monday, June 13, the manager of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that a
patron’s credit card was charged twice
in the amount of $285, and then was
credited for one of the transactions.
According to police, it was deter-
mined that the individual did owe an
additional $285, and when asked by
the establishment to settle the debt,
the individual said her husband would
stop in to settle the bill, but he never
came in. A message was left on the
individual’s answering machine re-
questing that the outstanding debt be
paid, police reported.

Monday, June 13, an employee of
a vending machine company reported
that when he attempted to collect
monies from an arcade machine at a
theater on Route 22, he determined
that the collection box had been re-
moved. According to police, the cur-
rency counter revealed that $255.75
was removed from the machine. Po-
lice will review a surveillance video
taken at the scene.

Monday, June 13, Luis A. Herrarte,
58, of Bloomfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, June 14, Oscar A.
Naranjo, 31, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, af-
ter a vehicle in which he was a pas-
senger was stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Authorities Charge Man
With Theft by Deception

KENILWORTH – A West Orange man
who spent the last several weeks purport-
ing himself to be a major shareholder in
the Jamba Juice Company, and attempted
to solicit investors under false pretenses,
was arrested last week, said Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

Michael T. Guidice, 46, was arrested
in Kenilworth following an undercover
operation by the Kenilworth Police De-
partment and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. He currently is
charged with one count of second-degree
attempted theft by deception, Mr.
Romankow said.

Authorities said they were notified of
Guidice’s attempts to solicit funds from
patrons of restaurants frequented by the
defendant in Union County. A would-be
target of the defendant became suspi-
cious after several meetings with Guidice,
who claimed to be a representative of
Jamba Juice.

“During these meetings, Guidice
claimed to own 25 Jamba Juice locations,
including the one in Times Square, one at
the Garden State Mall in Paramus and one

in New Brunswick,” Mr. Romankow said.
In meetings with potential victims,

Guidice allegedly promised a return of
five times their initial investment within
60 days. Authorities confirmed that
Guidice has no business relationship with
Jamba Juice or any of their franchises.

Last week, Guidice met with an under-
cover police officer in Kenilworth and
attempted to solicit money from that of-
ficer, promising the same financial return
he had indicated to others.

After accepting a cashier’s check for
$90,000, Guidice was immediately ar-
rested. He was transported to the Union
County jail, where he was being held on
$75,000 bail.

The case remains an active investiga-
tion by the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office Special Prosecutions Unit and the
Kenilworth Police Department. Anyone
who believes they might have additional
information regarding Guidice is encour-
aged to contact Kenilworth Police De-
partment Lieutenant Timothy Dowd at
(908) 276-7037 or Prosecutor’s Office
Detective Johnny Ho at (908) 527-4551.


