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AARP Implores Congress to Keep
Financial Security in Mind

Short-Term Lifetime Health Benefits
‘Savings’ Cost Taxpayers $130 Million

 

Great rates.
FDIC insured. 
Did we mention great rates?

12-month CD

for balances of $25,000 or more

METLIFE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT WITH: 

• A fixed rate for the term of the CD

• Choice of a traditional CD or  

 Individual Retirement Account CD

•  The security of FDIC insurance**

•  Free Identity Theft Resolution Services†

All from a bank with a name you can trust.

To take advantage of this great rate, open an account online

at www.metlifebank.com or call 1-800-753-6561

Mention special code: SNOOPY27

*Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective as of 5/9/11 and subject to change at any time without notice. The minimum balance required to earn the advertised APY is $25,000 and must be deposited in a 
single transaction and must come from a source other than MetLife Bank. Accounts with balances from $2,000.00 up to $14,999.99 earn 0.90% APY, balances of $15,000.00 up to $24,999.99 earn 1.10% 
APY, balances of $25,000.00 up to $49,999.99 earn 1.30% APY, balances of $50,000.00 up to $99,999.99 earn 1.30% APY and balances of $100,000.00 and more earn 1.30% APY. The minimum balance 
to open a CD is $2,000.00. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. IRA CDs cannot be applied for online. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the 
base rate of interest in effect at that time. Visit www.metlifebank.com for current rates, terms and account requirements. Rates apply to personal accounts only.
**FDIC insurance up to $250,000 per depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category.
†Identity Theft Resolution Services are provided by Identity Theft 911®.
Deposit products and services provided by MetLife Bank, N.A., Member FDIC.
© 2011 METLIFE, INC. L0511179829[exp0512][All States][DC] © 2010 PNTS
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Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

 
        High energy bills?  Concerned about your health? 

   Allergies? Mold concerns? Insects? Water in basement? 

  Call today for a free limited time walk though evaluation. 

Let me show you ways to save money and have piece of mind. 

   Home Energy Audits and Home performance contracting. 

732-499-8138 
 

If the readers remember, three
months ago, the Union County Free-
holders voted in February to give
“free” lifetime health benefits to the
families of 650 Union County gov-
ernment workers. This was in ex-
change for three years of 0 percent
raises. When the Freeholders were
questioned on the costs of this, they
noted that they voted without having
done a study to see if there was a
savings — but they felt there surely
would be.

The studies are now out, three
months late, and guess what? There
is no savings. But the damage is al-
ready done to the taxpayers to the
tune of approximately $100 million
tax impact over 25 years.

I reviewed the study and this is
what I found. First in my opinion, the
study by O’Sullivan Associates can
be loosely described as misleading.
Many numbers and assumptions of
theirs may be questioned.

The one important page for under-
standing the travesty the Freeholders
committed is page 13 Table B2. The
0 percent raises they crowed about
saved the county $3 million over three
years. However, from column 6, the
“free” lifetime health benefits will
cost the taxpayers $102 million by
year 2036.

The misdirection in this report is in
column 2, where O’Sullivan alleg-
edly shows the 0 percent raises for
three years offsets the $102 million
tax impact.

1) The savings is only gained in
three years, not over 25. It is only a
one-time benefit. The balance of this
column O’Sullivan is identifying as
“intangible” accrued interest — sav-
ings that they use to try to offset the
real “tangible” costs of their free
health benefits.

2) After three years, the workers
start getting raises again so there is
no further savings.

3) If O’Sullivan wants to identify
intangibles in his cost tables, he
should also list the lost investments

and dividends of the residents when
the $102 million is removed from
their collective pockets as taxes in-
stead of the residents putting it to-
ward their retirement. That would
fully offset any contrived interest
“savings” on payroll listed in column
2.

Bottom line, a $3-million savings
cost taxpayers $100 million. In fact,
the $3-million savings is used up in
four years. I have been attending free-
holder meetings for eight years. Is
there no one on the board to under-
stand this? Hence the unanimous vote
for it without a study.

The Freeholders are only selected
by being good political soldiers to
their political bosses. None are re-
quired to have business and financial
acumen. So instead, we hear them talk
about draining birdbaths, planting trees
and calling the [Elizabeth] board of
education a terrorist organization.

A former Freeholder that had fi-
nancial experience was Adrian Mapp,
but he started to ask questions a few
years ago and voted “no” on financial
matters. So, he was not selected by
the political boss to run again for re-
election.

Former Director of Finance
Lawrence Caroselli retired in May.
Now he receives “free” lifetime health
benefits. He stood at the microphone
one meeting and supported the Free-
holders’ action and said, “They were
ahead of the curve” on this. Someone
who has 18 months financial experi-
ence now heads the finance depart-
ment. She has no idea what mess was
left her with the health benefits im-
pacts. The system is in shambles. The
taxpayers are screwed.

In reality, you and I dear readers
are the ones to blame for allowing
this. It is time to stop this. It is hurting
all of us. Go to your council meetings
and tell the governing body you are
outraged. Ask them to stand up and
fight for you against the county.

There needs to be fair representa-
tion in county government. One way
is districting the county instead of
just at-large representation. Town
officials should form a coalition with
the other towns to start talks with the
county to change what is happening.

Fourteen of the 21 towns did not
vote in favor of the incumbent free-
holders. The county acts like they
own us, but it needn’t be that way. For
more information, contact the Union
County Watchdogs. See
countywatchers.com to see just how
bad the county situation has gotten.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Letters to the Editor

Financial security. What do these
words mean to you? To many Ameri-
cans, financial security means not
having to worry about covering their
utility bills this month. To some, it
means not having to worry about
keeping food on the table. To others,
it means not worrying about covering
their mortgages and property taxes
and being able to live in their homes
as long as they choose. Spanning all
these definitions lays the idea of not
having to worry.

Many retirees rely upon Social
Security for financial security; how-
ever, often that is not enough. In New
Jersey alone, more than 22 percent of

eligible beneficiaries rely upon So-
cial Security for 90 percent or more
of their income. Having paid into the
program throughout their careers,
these residents now depend almost
solely on Social Security to ease their
financial worries.

Budget disputes in Congress put
Social Security at risk of cuts that
could place a greater strain on se-
niors. We implore Congress to keep
financial security in mind. In today’s
tough economic times, can our se-
niors afford any more worries?

Marilyn Askin
Jane Margesson

AARP New Jersey

Life-Sustaining Treatment
Bill Advances In Committee

TRENTON — Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Asw. Nancy Muñoz
(R-21, Summit) that would establish
a “physician order for life-sustaining
treatment” (POLST) registry in New
Jersey unanimously passed the As-
sembly Health and Senior Services
Committee on June 13. The program
would be overseen by the commis-
sioner of health and senior services.

The key component of the program
is the completion of a POLST docu-
ment that indicates to healthcare pro-
viders a person’s specific medical
orders regarding life-sustaining treat-
ment. Currently, 33 other states or
communities within a state have a
POLST program. POLST documents
are typically utilized by persons with
serious medical conditions or a ter-
minal illness. The form does not re-
place a patient’s wishes conveyed
through an advance directive, but
rather supplements that order.

“The POLST registry will help
ensure that a person’s medical treat-
ment wishes are not only taken into
account, but honored,” said Asw.
Muñoz, who is a registered nurse and
clinical nurse specialist. “Everyone
deserves to be treated with dignity
and respect regarding their medical
care, especially as they enter the final
phase of their life. Establishing a
central data base where physicians,
hospitals or managed care facilities
can be notified of a patient’s prefer-
ence for care is an effective way to
ensure continuity in their treatment.”

Asw. Muñoz noted that using a
POLST form would be voluntary and

may be modified or rescinded at any
time by the patient or their desig-
nated representative. The form would
require the signature of a patient’s
attending physician.

“In medicine, the number one pri-
ority is always the patient,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “The POLST program
recognizes that a patient’s emotional
welfare is just as important as their
physical well-being.” A-3475 now
awaits a vote before the full Assem-
bly.

Wind Developers
Submit N.J. Proposals
TRENTON – The Christie Adminis-

tration has announced that 11 companies
have expressed an interest in developing
wind turbine projects off the New Jersey
coast as part of a federal process that will
ultimately determine the development of
offshore leases for these projects.

“Development of clean wind power
and solar energy is a top priority for
Governor Chris Christie and is a key
component of the state’s energy future,”
Department of Environmental Protection
Commissioner Bob Martin said.

The firms submitting project nomina-
tions are: Offshore MW LLC; Neptune
Wind LLC, Garden State Offshore Wind
Energy I LLC, Bluewater Wind New
Jersey Energy LLC, TCI Renewables Inc.,
Mainstream Renewable Power, enXco
Development Corp., US Wind Inc., New
Jersey Offshore Wind LLC, Fishermen’s
Energy of New Jersey LLC, and Iberdrola
Rewewables Inc. Ranging in size from
350 megawatts to as much as 3,000 mega-
watts, the proposed projects represent
approximately 12,500 total megawatts of
green energy capacity. The proposed leas-
ing area encompasses 418 square nauti-
cal miles between Barnegat Light and
Avalon.

This leasing area begins seven nautical
miles off the shoreline and extends up to
23 nautical miles into the ocean, encom-
passing 43 entire federal leasing blocks
and parts of 34 others. U.S. Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar identified this
area as a Wind Energy Area (WEA) for
further study and consultation to foster
responsible and efficient leasing. The leas-
ing area was delineated in consultation
with the New Jersey Energy Task Force
and BOEMRE, based on extensive envi-
ronmental data collected during a two-
year DEP ecological baseline study of
marine and avian resources. If BOEMRE
determines competitive interest exists,
the agency will determine the structure of
the competitive process leading to final
bidding for leases.

In addition, the Offshore Wind Eco-
nomic Development Act, which the Gov-
ernor signed into law last year, authorizes
creation of an Offshore Wind Renewable
Energy Certificate (OREC) program and
makes available financial assistance and
tax credits from existing programs for
businesses that construct, manufacture,
assemble and provide water access facili-
ties to support the development of quali-
fied offshore wind projects.

The state has identified nearly 500
companies that could become involved in
the development of wind power through
the construction of wind turbines and
supply chain support.

Kasko Files As Independent for
Westfield Ward 3 Town Council

I have lived in Westfield for 38 years
and believe Westfield is a wonderful
community in which to live and raise a
family.

I believe that all elected and ap-
pointed officials should be held ac-
countable for their actions and that
truth and transparency are paramount
to maintain the trust of the voters. Truth
and transparency are goals, which I
strived to achieve as a Westfield police
officer, a position from which I retired
in good standing, in 2007.

I have on a number of occasions,
attempted to speak to the mayor with
suggestions concerning improvements
to the government of Westfield. Each
time I was rebuffed by him and I real-
ized that facts and figures are far less
important than one’s personal status in
the eyes of some of our town’s leader-
ship. As a result, I began to attend town
council meetings to get a better idea of
how things worked.

Whether one agrees or disagrees with
an issue, such as the placement of the
pedestrian light on Central Ave., the
manner in which two citizens of
Westfield were treated by members of
the town council on my first visit con-
cerned me that something had to be
done. As I investigated and found that
these people were treated to duplicity
and abuse, I realized that the only way
to change things was to run for town
council without allegiance to either
party.

I do not run against either the Re-
publicans or the Democrats. I am run-
ning for the right of a citizen to ask a
question and get an answer. It may not

be the answer he or she wants but it will
be factual and respectful. I am running
for the right of a citizen to ask a ques-
tion and, if I don’t know the answer,
will seek it out and give the results the
next public meeting.

I do not wish to be a candidate against
anyone. I want to be a candidate who
will listen to facts from any source and
act on those facts and report the results.

I think every citizen has the right to
ask why and get a truthful answer with-
out regard to party affiliation.

I don’t believe, at the municipal level,
that party affiliation is crucial to serv-
ing the needs of the citizens of
Westfield. I do believe that every citi-
zen is an integral part of town govern-
ment and their opinions and ideas
should encompass the decisions of our
elected officials.

I will not simply “go along to get
along.” As an independent candidate I
will not align myself with the politics
of one particular party, but with the
ideology of both parties that best serve
the residents of Westfield.

I have chosen to run as an Indepen-
dent in November’s Town Council elec-
tion and if elected, I will represent all
citizens of Westfield, more specifically
those that reside in the 3rd Ward, re-
gardless of party affiliation. I am run-
ning for Westfield Town Council as a
citizen and not a career politician.

I look forward to meeting the resi-
dents of the 3rd Ward when I begin my
campaign in the near future.

Gregory Kasko
Westfield


