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County Bio-Blitz A Blast for
Scientists And Public Alike
By PETER GRIESMER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — More
than 600 people turned out for the
seventh annual Union County Bio-
Blitz despite cold and rainy condi-
tions Friday and Saturday at the
Passaic River Park in Berkeley
Heights.

Having run from 5 p.m. on Friday
through 5 p.m. on Saturday, Bio-
Blitz had two objectives, according
to the event’s committee chairwoman,
Betty Ann Kelly of the Union County
Parks Community Renewal: to first
survey biodiversity in the area and to
then demonstrate for the larger pub-
lic how the park functions as both a
biological habitat and outdoor class-
room.

Union County Bio-Blitzes have
taken place in a different one of the
county’s 37 parks every year. Ms.
Kelly, who has run the event since its
inception in 2005, said that because
the resources are not normally avail-
able to survey these different parks,
the event is one intensive effort to do
that on an annual basis. She esti-
mated that 100 scientists and natural-
ists turned out to assist with that
effort and the first stated goal of the
Bio-Blitz. Given the approximately
500 non-scientists in attendance—a
new high up about 200 from the year
before —the event was relatively suc-
cessful in meeting its second goal,
according to Ms. Kelly.

Daniela Shebitz, the plant team
leader and a professor at Kean Uni-
versity, said, “I felt like the best part
of this was the public — the families
— that came out and got as much out
of it as the scientists and naturalists.
There was something that catered to
everybody.”

Scientists set up exhibits at the
beginning of the event to show chil-
dren and adults alike what kind of
wildlife had been found in the area.

“People are just blown away by
what they see here in these exhibits,”
Ms. Kelly said.

Event scientists and naturalists also
led programs for the general public
that included “River and Stream Life,”
“Wild Edibles Walk,” “Owl Prowl,”
and “Fungi Foray.” Ms. Kelly said
the drivers from Union County
Paratransit system and Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital, who provided trans-
portation to different parts of the
park’s 298 acres, were “a big help.”

While such programs were going
on, fungi, plant, insect, fish, bird,
mammal, amphibian and reptile ex-
perts were out in the park recording
different organisms they encountered.
Once they returned to the outdoor
field lab where the event’s exhibits
were on display, researchers com-
piled such data to determine how
many different total species had been
observed in the area in order to arrive
at an estimate of the environment’s
capacity to support a wide variety of
organisms.

As Shawn Crouse, one of the lead-
ers of the fish team and a fisheries
biologist at the New Jersey Division

of Fish and Wildlife, said, “We’re not
only looking at the types of species
we find…The types of species that
we find also paint a picture of [the
park’s] ecological health. For ex-
ample, the types of fish species we
observe here can be used to diagnose
stream health.”

The rain kept experts from observ-
ing the number of insects they might
otherwise find in the area. “Because
of the weather, some of the bees,
wasps, flies, dragonflies, and butter-
flies are hunkered down,” Ms. Kelly
said.

At the same time, this year’s Bio-
Blitz did observe a record number of
fish species: 21, according to Kelly.

 “This was definitely a positive at-
tribute of the park’s diversity…There
are some fish that thrive in more
degraded waters and others that do
better in pristine waters but…this was
a combination of both,” Mr. Crouse
said.

Sponsors to the event included the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal, Kean University and the
Rahway River Association. Partial
funding was also provided by
PSE&G.

Several students from Ms.
Shebitz’ “Principles of Ecology”
class at Kean University attended.
In addition to helping event volun-
teers set up tents, information and
exhibits, students went out with
different research teams as they
collected data from the area. Later
on, students joined in on the pro-
grams designed for the general pub-
lic. Some even braved the elements
and slept in a tent overnight. One
student who both camped out and
helped to compile the list of species
observed the following day.

“It rained all night…We didn’t get
any sleep,” Christina Zaccariello said.

Nonetheless, Christina stated that
she was “impressed how much the
scientists knew about the environ-
ments and the wildlife that they
showed us.”

Ms. Kelly said much of the atten-
tion given to the 37 different parks
maintained by the county tradition-
ally focuses on “their active use.” She
cited recreational activities like youth
soccer games as an example of such
use. Referring to the park’s natural
functions as its “passive use,” she
added, “People don’t think about the
passive use of the park and under-
stand the value of that passive use.”

 She said a number of residences
had already been erected on the land
surrounding the Passaic River by the
time the park was acquired by the
county in the 1960s. As a result the
“green way,” or natural open space
that would have provided animals in
the area with a natural migratory
pathway, had been divvied up into
non-contiguous sections.

Through their efforts to make such
information public, however, it is
possible that Ms. Kelly and all those
who participated in this year’s Bio-
Blitz may have helped to curtail simi-
lar developments in the future. The
impact of their work upon the
biodiversity of Union County has yet
to be seen.
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Freeholders OK $15-Mil.
Galloping Hill Clubhouse

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders approved
a $14.9-million contract last Thurs-
day for construction of a 40,000-
square-foot banquet facility/clubhouse
and learning facility at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth. In addi-
tion, the board approved a $1.6-mil-
lion contract for a new maintenance
building at the golf course. Construc-
tion is expected to take 14 months.

Two years ago, the county autho-
rized a five-year contract to Illinois-
based KemperSports to manage Gal-
loping Hill and Ashbrook Golf Courses
after the county closed the Oak Ridge
course in Clark in 2009. Earlier this
year the county turned over its golf
course maintenance to Kemper as well.
The county recently completed con-
struction on a new $1.7-million driv-
ing range at Galloping Hill. On Thurs-
day, the freeholders approved an addi-
tional $33,000 to the project to pave a
driveway leading to the facility and to
install a guardrail.

The company hired for the club-
house and learning center is Claremont
Construction Group, Inc. out of Far
Hills. According to its website, the
company built the Somerset Hills Hotel
in Warren, which includes restaurant
and banquet facilities, and The Inn at
Basking Ridge and was the general
contractor for the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in Newark.The
contract for the maintenance building
was  given to M&M Construction of
Union.

At the board’s agenda meeting, held
prior to the regular meeting, County
Manager George Devanney said the
new banquet facility and maintenance
building “will enable us to go to an-
other level in terms of what these
(golf) facilities can generate for us.”

In answering a question from Free-
holder Al Mirabella, Dan
Cunningham, vice-president of de-
velopment and construction with
Kemper, said projections are that rev-
enues at the banquet facility would
be in excess of $2 million annually by
the third year of operation. Mr.
Cunningham said an increase of
rounds of golf “are not expected to be
that great.”

Freeholder Mirabella said, given
the aging condition of the existing
maintenance building, he felt “this
(new building) was something we
had to do.” The building dates back to
1930.

“The facilities that are there now
have outlived their usefulness,” Mr.
Cunningham said.

Pete Busch, Kemper’s golf direc-
tor at Galloping Hill and the former
golf pro at Shackamaxon Country
Club, told the board, “Between the
learning center and Galloping Hill,
we are going to be the premier facil-
ity with the new clubhouse in the
future and that’s one of the things that
brought me over here.”

John Murray, president of the New
Jersey Golf Association, which is re-
locating its headquarters to the Gal-
loping Hill clubhouse, said the asso-
ciation had done planning for a golf
learning center prior  to Union
County’s project. “We wanted to stay
relevant and be where we would have
the city golfer as well as the suburban
golfer. That’s why this project is so
important to us,” he said.

“Believe me, what you have come
up with is light years beyond what we
ever anticipated,” Mr. Murray said.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said of the banquet facility, “We are
looking at a major boondoggle.”

“From what I understand you had a
$10-million budget and suddenly it is
$15 million, so it’s $5 million over
budget,” Mr. Paterson said. “You guys
should be outraged.”

Alfred Faella, director of parks and

community renewal for the county,
responded that the project rose per
the county’s increasing square foot-
age from 30,000 to 45,000.

Nicholas Netta, the architect for
the project, said the $15-million num-
ber includes a 10.5-percent fee for
architectural/engineering and con-
struction management  services, a
5.5-percent savings over the tradi-
tional fee, for a savings of $600,000.

Gary Pfarr of Cranford, a business
representative for the county’s elec-
tricians and an officer of the Union
County Building Trades Council,
called the new clubhouse a “wel-
come addition to the course itself.”

“We’re experiencing Depression-
like unemployment in all our locals;
well over 50 percent in the locals we
represent. So, I certainly encourage
and support this project and look
forward to putting people from the
Union County Building Trades to
work on this project,” he said.

In other business, the county ap-
proved an additional $34,230 in the
contract with State College, Pa.-based
Mission Critical Partners, for a new
contract of $167,110, to expand the
9-1-1 dispatch center at the county’s
public safety building in Westfield.

Andrew Moran, public safety di-
rector, said another seven dispatch
consoles would be added. The county
was expected to go out to bid on the
additional consoles last week.

“We’re hoping to accommodate those
same towns that were interested in con-
solidation of dispatch [services],” Mr.
Moran told the freeholders. He told
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that Berke-
ley Heights, Hillside, Kenilworth, New
Providence, Roselle, Roselle Park and
Scotch Plains all have expressed an
interest in having the county assume
their dispatch services. Fanwood was
the initial pilot for the shared services
initiative.

Fanwood, which joined the pro-
gram last spring, expects a savings of
$230,000 over the course of three years.

Jim Iozzi, president of the Union
County Baseball Association,
thanked the board for appropriating
$20,000 from the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund to provide opportunities
for youth. He said some 500 kids
participated in youth baseball and
wood bat programs last year.

Freeholder Linda Carter noted that
the county’s new EMS pilot backup
service for towns began June 1 with
four calls on the first day and 29 through
last Thursday. Among those towns the
service responded to were: Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Hill-
side, Linden, Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Union and Roselle Park.

The board also awarded two con-
tracts totaling $190,350 to  Birdsall
Services Group of Cranford to pro-
vide engineering design, construc-
tion administration and inspection
services for the installation of artifi-
cial turf and lights at Wheeler Park
in Linden and Rizzuto Park in Union.

At the end of Thursday’s meeting,
the board congratulated Freehold-
ers Angel Estrada and Chris Hudak
on their victories in the Democratic
Party Primary on June 7. Freeholder
Dan Sullivan was critical of their
opponents and the overall Demo-
crats For Change (DFC)  ticket,
which also challenged Senator Ray
Lesniak, Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano in the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict. Mr. Sullivan called the DFC’s
campaign tactics “an out-and-out
disgrace.” He said the Elizabeth
Board of Education, of which some
DFC candidates are either employ-
ees or are current or former mem-
bers, “is frankly a terrorist organiza-
tion,” accusing school officials of
pressuring employees to make po-
litical donations.

WF, MS Now Part of
Tri-County Red Cross

WESTFIELD — Formerly the Tri-
County and Westfield/Mountainside
Chapters of the American Red Cross,
the Raritan Valley Chapter will dis-
cuss its vision, goals and plan for the
upcoming Fiscal 2012 year at its an-
nual meeting.

The meeting will take place at 6:30
p.m. on Monday, June 27, at the
chapter’s location at 321 Elm Street
in Westfield. All are welcome and
dinner will be served. To reserve a
space, interested persons are asked
to call Corinna Krauskopf at (908)
232-7090, extension no. 20, or
krauskopfc@usa.redcross.org.

Christie Appoints WF
Residents to Panels

TRENTON — Gov. Christie has
announced the following appointments
of Westfield residents:

Alan De Rose, certified financial
planner, New Jersey Educational Fa-
cilities Authority;  Councilman Sam
Della Fera, Jr., an attorney, board of
the Higher Education Student Assis-
tance Authority, and Dr. Julie A.
Phillips, New Jersey Youth Suicide
Prevention Advisory Council. In ad-
dition, State Senator Steven Oroho
(R-24, Sparta) of Franklin was ap-
pointed to New Jersey Unemployment
Insurance Task Force.

The governor’s nominations are
subject to the advice and consent of
the State Senate.

Peter Griesmer for The Westfield Leader
ECOLOGICAL STUDY…Scientists and students gather at the seventh annual
Union County Bio-Blitz at Passaic River Park in Berkeley Heights. Betty Ann
Kelly, the event’s committee chairperson, is pictured second from left.

Lance Holds Town Hall
Meeting in Westfield

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

WESTFIELD — Last Friday, Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) held an open
meeting with constituents at the
Westfield Municipal Building to dis-
cuss and converse about issues re-
garding the economy, unemployment,
the nation’s debt and other matters.

Now in his second term, the Repub-
lican Congressman formerly served
in the State Legislature for 18 years
and was minority leader of the Senate.
He currently serves on the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee after
being as member of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee his first term.

With the end of the fiscal year
approaching, he discussed what he
believes is “the principal issue con-
fronting the American people” — the
deterioration of the economy. The
annual deficit is the largest in post-
war history, since 1945 along with
$3.7 trillion in spending and a 9.1-
percent unemployment rate.

“The best way to be more fiscally
responsible is to get people working
and lower the unemployment rate,”
Mr. Lance said.

Another major component of the
discussion was the current and future
issues of Medicare and Social Security.
As a strong supporter of Medicare, the
Congressman mentioned that it is pre-
dicted Medicare, will bankrupt by 2024.
He said these changes and problems
affect those already retired and the next
age margin close to retiring.

Along with those not receiving their
full benefits, there is also the problem
of future generations receiving their
Social Security benefits. Since
America is a less manufacturing coun-
try, Congressman Lance thinks that
the current retirement age of 66 to 67
will not remain permanent for those
in their 20s.

“Part of the problem is the chang-

ing nature of the American economy,”
Mr. Lance said. “We need to have a
discussion on how to reform and pre-
serve Medicare because I will not let
it disappear with those relying on it.”

Despite his prominent focus on the
American economy, he also discussed
the debate about American troops
still stationed in the Middle East. The
Congressman believes that President
Barack Obama needs to provide a
better explanation and description of
the Afghanistan mission.

“I do not favor staying in there
forever,” Mr. Lance said. “I want to
begin to remove troops in significant
numbers and I also do not favor ground
troops in Libya.”

Mr. Lance continued to discuss other
international issues regarding immi-
gration and genocide. He asserted that
Congress should take up the issue on
securing the southern border with
Mexico, and also confirmed that it is
in the national interest of the United
States not to tolerate genocide.

Bruce Stein, a New Providence
resident, was the only one in atten-
dance to ask a question regarding
international affairs.

“I want to see how he thinks, rather
than asking anything specific, so I
can get a sense for how he may vote,”
Mr. Stein said. “I specifically wanted
to know when he thought sending
combat troops to fight is justified.”

Staff members of the Congressman
attended the meeting to assist or an-
swer questions regarding any issues
causing difficulties for constituents.

Mr. Lance continually affirmed that
he is also a part of the American
public who also taxes and is working
to alleviate the most important issues
facing the state and the nation.

“Time will tell, and this is all a
story to be continued,” he said. “I
believe in working for a consensus.”
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