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Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Prom — Photos courtesy of Marty Marks and Doreen Babis

setting the new times. Initially, mo-
torists in violation of the new restric-
tions will be given warnings as part
of the education process before sum-
monses are eventually issued.

Councilman Anthony Parenti, who
was police chief when the signs were
first installed, attended Monday’s
meeting, telling residents that the
signs had “worked,” adding that re-
installing them is “the way to go.”

Prior to Chief Trigo’s explanation
of the new restrictions, 15 residents
spoke, with some relating their ob-
servations about speeding cars and
others urging a variety of solutions
ranging from the turn restrictions
that were later put forth, to installing
speed bumps, placing stop signs at the
intersections with Clement Place and
Winfield Place, painting a stripe down
the center of Shady Lane and dead-
ending both ends of Shady Lane, a
suggestion that was met with a loud
round of applause from the assembled
residents.

Chief Trigo said the police depart-
ment will monitor traffic on surround-
ing streets—notably McLennon Place
and Beech Avenue as well as Clement
Place and Winfield Place—once the
turn restrictions are put into place to
see whether cars are simply using those
streets as short cuts around downtown
Fanwood. If it is ultimately determined
that the turn restrictions on Shady Lane
and Poplar Place are not having the
desired overall effect, Chief Trigo and
Mayor Colleen Mahr, who also at-
tended the nearly two-hour meeting
along with several other council mem-
bers, both said other remedies would
be considered.

An ad hoc committee of residents
will be formed to monitor the effec-
tiveness of the new turn restrictions
and to communicate with municipal
officials on any alterations that may be
necessary.
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LITTLE FOXES…A family of foxes was seen relaxing and playing behind a home
on Duncan Drive in Scotch Plains over the weekend.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AMAZING RESCUE…At approximately 1 p.m. on Saturday, a construction
worker installing a sewer line on Knollwood Terrace in Westfield became trapped
when the trench he was working in collapsed, imprisoning him in  mud. Numerous
response teams from throughout the area worked for hours to free the man, who
was reported to be in stable condition after being taken to University Hospital in
Newark.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
SPECIAL EVENT…Union County sheriff’s officers and corrections officers
participated in the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics New
Jersey on June 10 in Elizabeth. The Torch Run is a statewide campaign to raise
funds for the Special Olympics. For more information, visit sonj.org.

The council will put the measure
out to Request for Proposals (RFP)
and place the proposal on its website.

In other business, the council in-
troduced an ordinance granting a tem-
porary construction easement to
LCD&K Warren Property Associates,
which owns the building housing the
former Mezzogiorno restaurant. The
Italian eatery, which is a neighbor to
the municipal building, shut its doors
last February. In September, the plan-
ning board approved the transforma-
tion of the one-story structure into a
three-story entity that would house
an Irish pub on the bottom level and
eight apartment units above. The
structure’s conversion also will in-
clude the creation of a covered out-
door eating area between the pub and
the municipal lot. Since improve-
ments will be made on the property
line, spilling into township-owned
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opposes the bill in its current form,”
as constituted, the bill would send a
consolidation proposal, submitted by
LUARCC, to the voters on a Novem-
ber ballot. If a majority does not
approve the proposal, or an agree-
ment is not entered into within 14
months following voter approval, the
state can annually reduce one’s state
aid by the total net savings estimated
in the consolidation proposal.

The mayor said the bill “threat-
ened local discretion,” with Mr. Estis
saying that the governing body would
be “significantly removed” from the
decision-making process in a con-
solidation effort.

“To think that we’d have our voices
muted [on this topic] is beyond be-
lief,” the mayor said.

Councilman Robert Manduca said
he “wholeheartedly shared” Mayor
Mahr’s concern. He said the
LUARCC commission’s rise in
power, combined with the scope of
the legislation, could spell the end of
“one man, one vote.”

He said he “saluted” the mayor for
standing up against the legislation.
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“Right now, there’s no kill switch

for this Frankenstein monster,” he said.
Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell an-

nounced that Monday evening, she,
the mayor and Police Chief Richard
Trigo discussed Shady Lane traffic
concerns with its residents as well as
those who live on Poplar Place. Around
60 individuals came out to voice con-
cerns. Mayor Mahr said what has been
portrayed as an issue of speeding is
more aptly one of volume.

“The numbers have really jumped,”
she said, citing that Shady Lane expe-
riences 1,800 cars every day. She vowed
that actions will take place to alleviate
the pressures felt in that area, including
adding signage and possibly restricting
turns off Martine Avenue.

The mayor announced that the li-
brary has closed its lower level for the
summer, to be reopened in Septem-
ber, following a March 7 flooding of
the Children’s Department. The sec-
tion will remain closed until testing
and remediation can be completed.
Library services and activities for
adults and children will continue on
the main level.

space, Mr. Marion said it necessi-
tated the introducing of such an ordi-
nance. There will be a public hearing
on Tuesday, June 21.

The council also agreed to move
forward on a resolution calling for
the “Fair Distribution of State Aid for
Education.” This comes in the wake
of a May decision by the New Jersey
Supreme Court, ordering $500 mil-
lion of additional funding to the state’s
poorest school districts while all other
districts will not see an increase.

When council members were asked
for their opinions on drafting such a
resolution, Councilman Bo Vastine
remarked, “I say we take the tea and
throw it in the river.”

Mayor Malool said, “The money
should be used for direct property-
tax relief,” and that “it would be nice”
to see some money return to those
who are taxed the most.

years were Kerry Abruzzo, Patricia
Bruce, Ann Bruett, Jayne Hartnett, Ann
Marie Pires, Kelly Rakovic, Sharon
Scanlan and Sheila Silagyi. Lauded for
serving the district for 15 years were
James Babernitsh and Barbara Dubno.
Recognized for serving the district for
20 years were Julia Goerlich, Nancy
Louie and Lynn Slotkin. Honored for
serving the district for 25 years were
Jana MacMillan and Lenore Nadler-
Kline.

Jana MacMillan also was named
the Beechwood School Teacher of the
Year, while Kimberly DiStaso was
named the equivalent at Deerfield
School. Kathleen MacDonald was
named the support staff member of the
year.

Several students also were recog-
nized for their achievements during
the school year. Will Tracy was named
the grand prize winner of the PNC
Annual Patriotic Essay
Contest.Frances Hisgen, Ellie Leicke,
Samantha Mimosa and Allison Post
were honored for their submissions to
the Reflections Program.

This year’s recipient of the Frederick
Rosenstiehl Memorial Scholarship is
Matthew Arrigoni who will attend
Syracuse University in the fall.
Amanda Sabarese was awarded the
Tricia DeRosa Memorial Award.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, June
28, at 7:30 p.m. in Deerfield School’s
Media Center.
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CF Okays Added Housing to
Riverfront Redevelopment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — A divided township
committee on Tuesday approved an ordi-
nance amending the Riverfront Redevel-
opment project that will permit 21 addi-
tional housing units to be built in addition
to the 106 already planned.

Several dozen residents crowded into
the committee’s chambers for the public
hearing, during which most of those who
spoke expressed opposition to the amend-
ment. Twenty-one new apartments will
be built at the South Avenue develop-
ment, with three designated as affordable
housing units, according to Deputy Mayor
Kevin Campbell.

He said a 2,200-square-foot banquet
facility also would be included. The town-
ship would collect $765,000 in sewer and
parking impact fees from Riverfront De-
velopers LLC, a subsidiary of Short Hills-
based Garden Homes, which had re-
quested the additional units in exchange
for payment of the impact fee. The
township’s planning board last month
approved the ordinance, finding that it
was not inconsistent with the township’s
master plan.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said in ad-
dition to the impact fees the township will
collect, the new units would generate
about $80,000 in property-tax revenue on
top of the $600,000 already anticipated
by the full project. “There is a value we’re
going to get from” the additional units,
he said, pointing to the additional rev-
enue stream.

The committee’s 3-1 vote was split

along party lines, with Mr. Aschenbach
and Mr. Campbell joining fellow Demo-
crat Edward O’Malley in voting to ap-
prove the amendment, while Republi-
can Mark Dugan voted against it. Re-
publican Commissioner David
Robinson abstained, saying the town-
ship committee should have taken more
time to consider the proposal.

During the public hearing, a number
of residents spoke in opposition, with
Rich Tullo calling the impact fees a
“slush fund” for the municipal govern-
ment. He said the developer and the
county government should be paying
for any impacts caused by the develop-
ment. Former mayor Bob Puhak said
the added units would “upset the deli-
cate balances” that were achieved when
the township pressed the developer to
build only 106 units. Mr. Puhak said the
21 new apartments are near the level
originally sought by the developers
during earlier talks with municipal of-
ficials.

Another resident called the impact
fee a “tax gimmick to balance the bud-
get,” and decried what he said was the
hypocrisy of committee Democrats
who, during last year’s municipal cam-
paign, had criticized local Republicans
for similar gimmickry in separating the
sewer expenses from the township bud-
get last year.

Ann Steinbach was similarly critical
as she read from Democratic campaign
literature that criticized overdevelop-
ment under the Republicans’ rule. Rita
LaBrutto told committee members that,
“Anyone can balance the budget by
taking money from a developer.” She
said the town “does not want 50-foot
structures; we have enough of that with
Cranford Crossing,” a reference to the
mixed-use development several blocks
away on South Avenue.

In other business, the committee —
on a 3-2 party-line vote — approved the
$143,611 budget for 2011 for the Down-
town Management Corp.

On Tuesday, June 28, the committee
will hold a public hearing on the 2011
municipal budget, the adoption of which
has been delayed due to revisions that
were required after state officials re-
viewed the spending plan last month
and disallowed the way some budget
provisions were treated by municipal
officials. The $31-million spending plan
includes a 1.97-percent increase in the
municipal portion of property-tax bills.
On Tuesday, the committee, on a 3-2
party-line vote, approved amendments
to the budget that addressed the state’s
concerns.


