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BROKERS
WELCOME

Trench rescue, Knollwood Terrace, Westfield — Saturday, June 11, by Benjamin B. Corbin

Public Outreach
Meeting Tonight

WESTFIELD – The second
public outreach meeting regard-
ing the traffic and parking condi-
tions around Westfield High
School and Edison Intermediate
School is scheduled for tonight,
Thursday, June 16, at 7:30 p.m. in
the auditorium of Westfield High
School, 550 Dorian Road.

344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

the Year, while Kimberly DiStaso
was named the equivalent at Deerfield
School.

Finally, Kathleen MacDonald was
named the support staff member of
the year.

“Typically, staff recognition for
years of service takes place during
the day,” stated Mr. Ruban. “We
thought it would be appropriate to
honor those folks tonight...”

Several students also were recog-
nized for their achievements. Will
Tracy was named the grand prize
winner of the PNC Annual Patriotic
Essay Contest. His essay was chosen
from the more than 4,000 entries.

Chief School Administrator Jeanne
Baubles praised Will’s efforts, say-
ing, “Ms. Richards (principal of
Deerfield School) and I are extremely
proud of you. Congratulations, and
please keep writing.”

The Reflections Program is spon-
sored by the National Parent Teacher
Association that “provides opportu-
nities for students to express them-
selves and to receive positive recog-
nition for their artistic efforts.”

Four students from the district were
honored for their submissions to the
Reflections Program this year:
Frances Hisgen, Ellie Leicke,
Samantha Mimosa and Allison Post.
Over 500,000 students participate in
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MS Board Of Education
the program each year.

Ms. Baubles continued with the
next awards presentation. “Each year,
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion recognizes a Deerfield graduate
who has been accepted to a full-time
post-secondary program at an accred-
ited university, college or trade school.
One thousand dollars per academic
year is given to the recipient of this
year’s Frederick Rosenstiehl Memo-
rial Scholarship.”

This year’s recipient, Matthew
Arrigoni, will attend Syracuse Uni-
versity in the fall.

Amanda Sabarese also was
awarded the Tricia DeRosa Memo-
rial Award.

CF OK’s Housing Hike
At Riverfront Project

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A divided township
committee on Tuesday approved an ordi-
nance amending the Riverfront Redevel-
opment project that will permit 21 addi-
tional housing units to be built in addition
to the 106 already planned.

Several dozen residents crowded into
the committee’s chambers for the public
hearing, during which most of those who
spoke expressed opposition to the amend-
ment. Twenty-one new apartments will
be built at the South Avenue develop-
ment, with three designated as affordable
housing units, according to Deputy Mayor
Kevin Campbell.

He said a 2,200-square-foot banquet
facility also would be included. The town-
ship would collect $765,000 in sewer and
parking impact fees from Riverfront De-
velopers LLC, a subsidiary of Short Hills-
based Garden Homes, which had re-
quested the additional units in exchange
for payment of the impact fee. The
township’s planning board last month
approved the ordinance, finding that it
was not inconsistent with the township’s
master plan.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said in ad-
dition to the impact fees the township will
collect, the new units would generate
about $80,000 in property-tax revenue on
top of the $600,000 already anticipated
by the full project. “There is a value we’re
going to get from” the additional units,
he said, pointing to the additional rev-
enue stream.

The committee’s 3-1 vote was split
along party lines, with Mr. Aschenbach
and Mr. Campbell joining fellow Demo-
crat Edward O’Malley in voting to ap-
prove the amendment, while Republi-
can Mark Dugan voted against it. Re-
publican Commissioner David
Robinson abstained, saying the town-
ship committee should have taken more
time to consider the proposal.

During the public hearing, a number
of residents spoke in opposition, with
Rich Tullo calling the impact fees a
“slush fund” for the municipal govern-
ment. He said the developer and the
county government should be paying
for any impacts caused by the develop-
ment. Former mayor Bob Puhak said the
added units would “upset the delicate bal-
ances” that were achieved when the town-
ship pressed the developer to build only
106 units. Mr. Puhak said the 21 new
apartments are near the level originally
sought by the developers during earlier
talks with municipal officials.

Another resident called the impact fee a
“tax gimmick to balance the budget,” and
decried what he said was the hypocrisy of
committee Democrats who, during last
year’s municipal campaign, had criticized
local Republicans for similar gimmickry
in separating the sewer expenses from the
township budget last year.

Ann Steinbach was similarly critical as
she read from Democratic campaign lit-
erature that criticized overdevelopment
under the Republicans’ rule. Rita LaBrutto
told committee members that, “Anyone
can balance the budget by taking money
from a developer.” She said the town
“does not want 50-foot structures; we have
enough of that with Cranford Crossing,” a
reference to the mixed-use development
several blocks away on South Avenue.

In other business, the committee — on
a 3-2 party-line vote — approved the
$143,611 budget for 2011 for the Down-
town Management Corp.

On Tuesday, June 28, the committee
will hold a public hearing on the 2011
municipal budget, the adoption of which
has been delayed due to revisions that
were required after state officials reviewed
the spending plan last month and disal-
lowed the way some budget provisions
were treated by municipal officials. The
$31-million spending plan includes a 1.97-
percent increase in the municipal portion
of property-tax bills. On Tuesday, the com-
mittee, on a 3-2 party-line vote, approved
amendments to the budget that addressed
the state’s concerns.

Garwood Athletic Field Plans
To Be Submitted to Green Acres

lous” but that “this (pedestrian cross-
ing signal) is even more ridiculous.”
She said “someone needs to put a
common sense filter on these deci-
sions.”

Maria Carluccio said that the addi-
tional striping and flashing signs “is
an admonition of how dangerous this
thing is.” She also said that Ms.
Enculescu is unable to see the light,
and whether or not it is red when she
is pulling out of her driveway, creat-
ing a dangerous situation.

Independent Third Ward Council
candidate Greg Kasko said Mr. Gildea
told a “half truth” at the last council
meeting in that the light was not in its
current location on the drawing sub-
mitted to the county requesting the
project. He said regulations require
the light to be at least 100 feet from a
stop sign and because “your expert
made a mistake” the light had to be
relocated to in front of Ms. Eculescu’s
home. Mr. Kasko also stated that the
Westfield Police Department Traffic
Safety Bureau was not involved in
the process of the placement of the
light.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said “you are wrong” and
that while the officers were not paid
overtime to attend the public meet-
ings, they were involved with the
process through public safety com-
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Westfield Council
mittee meetings and meetings with
the citizens traffic advisory group.

Peter Serpico told the council, “I
feel safe” using the pedestrian cross-
ing signal. As a resident of Boynton
Avenue, he said that he and his family
use the crossing regularly.

At the start of the meeting Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan said there has
been an increase in graffiti around
town and encouraged residents with
information on who is perpetrating
these crimes to contact Union County
Crime Stoppers at (908) 654-8477 or
www.uctip.org as it is a “terrible and
criminal act” that is costing the town
money in clean up.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Architectural plans
for the borough’s athletic field complex
were presented by architect Noel Musial
of The Musial Group to the Borough
Council Tuesday night. The plans were
submitted to the state’s Green Acres of-
fice yesterday, Wednesday, June 15.

Since the project is partially funded by
Green Acres grants, Green Acres must
approve the plans before the project is put
out for bid. The cost of the project is
budgeted for $2.1 million, with $1.1 mil-
lion of that being covered by grant funds.

“The elevations have changed slightly,”
Mr. Musial said. “Basically, what we
have is a footprint for the entire athletic
field building which is 4,000 square feet,”
he said.

The complex is situated south of South
Avenue between Oak Street to the west
and Spruce Avenue to the south of the
baseball field and Rankin Avenue in
Cranford below the artificial turf field.
The complex includes a baseball field
and a new field made of artificial turf to
be used for many types of games, includ-
ing soccer and field hockey. Bleachers
are planned for the west side of the syn-
thetic field.

“One of the requirements of the project,
because we are in a flood zone, is to raise
it up at least a foot above the flood eleva-
tion and not to have any more coverage of
the building that touches the ground than
what is presently at the site,” Mr. Musial
said. “There are two major sewer lines
that cross in the area and that is why we
have a center deck area.”

The center deck area separates the
building that houses the concession stand
and restrooms, as well as a community
room to the right of the deck and an
overlook building looking out towards
the fields with an athletic equipment stor-
age room to the deck’s left.

The concession stand will reuse some
of the current equipment. A window to
the concession stand will be accessible
from the deck. The deck will have stairs
that can be used for spectators to sit and
watch the games.

The community room will be approxi-
mately 540 square feet, the storage room
104 square feet, the restroom 303 square
feet and the storage room for athletic
equipment will be approximately 362
square feet.

The building shape has changed. “We
have a long rectangular building with a
sloping roof,” he said.

Councilman Keith Sluka added, “We
will have lights in that field.” He said one
of the grants includes lighting, as well as
a playground, which is designed to be
built on the northeast corner of the lot
next to a gazebo.

“A second scoreboard is not included
in the proposal,” said Mr. Sluka, but the
committee is working on finding a spon-
sor to donate a second score board.

“It’s a win-win for the town,” Garwood
Baseball League President Scott Kessler
said.

Mr. Sluka said maintenance of the field
currently is undertaken by volunteers and
he said he expects volunteers to continue
to maintain the new athletic field com-
plex.

Resident Rich King said the Garwood
Baseball League has maintained the field
for 59 years.

Mr. Kessler thanked Borough Clerk
Ariemma for her hard work in obtaining
the grant funding and “pushing this
through.”

Mr. Musial said he provided the coun-
cil with estimated yearly operating costs
for budgeting purposes, but the costs were
not disclosed.

During the regular meeting, the coun-
cil authorized the borough clerk to sign a
proposal received from ABS Environ-
mental Services, LLC to hold an investi-
gation of asbestos in the field house on
the baseball field for a cost not to exceed
$800. Councilman Lou Petruzzelli told
The Westfield Leader that the building,
which was built in 1960, is recommended
to be demolished as part of the athletic
field complex project.

In other news, Councilman Jim
Mathieu reported that Lieutenant Bruce
Underhill has been recommended by the
Police Search Committee to replace retir-
ing Police Chief William Legg. The final
vote by the council on his appointment
has yet to take place.

Councilman Mathieu has spoken of his
opposition to the selection process used
to select Lt. Underhill as the new police
chief.

At Tuesday’s meeting, resident Rose-
mary Snow complained of harassment by
a councilman.

The council has rescheduled the pub-
lic swearing in of a police chief from
Tuesday, June 28, to Tuesday, July 12,
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said. There
will be a private swearing in of the new
police chief on Friday, July 1, at which
time the new chief will commence his

duties. Police Chief Legg’s contract ex-
pires June 31.

Councilman Mathieu, chairman of the
council’s Finance Committee, said tax
collections through May are running
$156,000 for the same payment last year.

Mr. Mathieu, who is also the represen-
tative of the council’s Shared Services
Investigative Committee, said the law
enforcement shared services study is 80
percent done and expects to have it com-
pleted by the next council meeting on
June 28.

During the public comment portion of
the council’s workshop meeting Tues-
day, resident Bruce Paterson asked if the
council was considering using the shared
service dispatch center the Union County
Freeholders discussed at their meeting
last Thursday. Mr. Mathieu said it was
one of the areas under consideration for
shared services.

“I’ll give you the heads up now the
political push back will be tremendous.
But I think we need to take a look it,” Mr.
Mathieu said.

Stephen Greet, the borough’s commis-
sioner on the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), gave an update report
on the RVSA. He said the new executive
director, James Meehan, who was a past
executive director of Lambertville, has
so far reduced staff from 60 to 55 employ-
ees. “He expects further reductions for a
total savings of $450,000 to $500,000 per
year,” Mr. Greet said. Mr. Greet said the
RVSA is in full compliance after being
audited by the state treasurer’s office.

Mr. Greet said  the RVSA expects an
electric supply savings of 20 percent.

“The cogen facility will not be operat-
ing under current conditions. It is not a
profitable entity,” Mr. Greet reported.
“Unless there is another process to use
that facility for, it is shut down.”
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WF Plan Bd.
also told Mr. Barcan that if it is his
legal theory that the pond is part of the
town storm water system, he should
pursue that case in a different venue.

BHA resident John Crawford, un-
der whose property a storm water
pipe runs, testified that the pipe works
fine and he does not want his yard
dug up for replacement with a larger
pipe. He said that he would prefer
that the water that currently stands on
the Prospect property stay there.

implemented three years ago, we can
see that the work has paid off for the
intermediate schools,” the superin-
tendent said.

The board approved David Greer
as a supervisor of world languages
and added English Language Learn-
ers for all grades. The Bilingual/En-
glish as a Second Language Three-
Year Program was approved by the
Curriculum Committee.

Ms. Walker gave the status of the
district’s Harassment, Intimidation,
and Bullying policy. A Code of Con-
duct has been established, yet re-
mains under review until it is voted.
All districts have to approve a policy
by September 1. Expectations on stu-
dent conduct are posted on district’s
website. The board will adopt the
policy on Tuesday, August 30.

Ms. Walker said that receiving par-
ent input would be helpful to com-
plete the policy. The board and ad-
ministrators received training on
Wednesday about  the policy.

“The timing to address this policy
is unfortunate with the end of the
school year approaching,” Board
Vice-President Richard Mattessich
said. “We still have a lot more to do
and need to be more explicit.”

Board member Ginny Leiz dis-
cussed this plan and the criteria
needed to identify the board’s view
of class size and the request for cur-
rent projections of elementary en-
rollment for 2011-2012.

Regarding state legislation, the
BOE approved an effort to pursue a
town hall meeting with state Senator
Michael Doherty (R-23, Washing-
ton) to discuss current school fund-
ing. Board member Ann Cary said
she hopes that this can “increase fund-
ing from the state” to resolve issues
like insufficient staff for bigger en-
rollments.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, June 28.
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Westfield Trench Collapse Rescue Saturday by Benjamin B. Corbin


