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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEMOLITION DUTY…Elm Street in Westfield was closed to traffic on Tuesday as the demolition of Ferraro’s Restaurant
began. The landmark restaurant was destroyed in a fire on May 5.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
KICK-OFF CAMPAIGN…Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst
kicked off his reelection campaign with a fundraiser held Monday night at 16
Prospect Street. Pictured, from left to right, are: Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Council-
man Keith Loughlin, Mr. Foerst, Cara Foerst and Dona and Michael Panagos.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AMAZING RESCUE…At 1 p.m. on Saturday, a construction worker installing
a sewer line on Knollwood Terrace in Westfield became trapped when the trench
he was working in collapsed, imprisoning him in  mud. Numerous response teams
from throughout the area worked for hours to free the man, who was reported to
be in stable condition after being taken to University Hospital in Newark.

WF Planning Board Discusses
Prospect Street Subdivision

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- Last Wednesday
night, the Westfield Planning Board
heard over three hours of testimony
regarding a proposed three-lot subdi-
vision of 1053 Prospect Street. The
application was not voted on and
testimony will continue at a meeting
tentatively scheduled for Monday,
August 15.

The Prospect Street application in-
volves taking an existing 47,746
square foot lot and dividing it into
three 15,915 square foot lots. The
applicant, Mark Angelo, is repre-
sented by Stephen Barcan of Wilentz,
Goldman and Spitzer. Mr. Angelo is
seeking several variances as the new
lots would lack approximately 85
square feet each, and approximately
one half foot for both the width and
front yard set backs.

The Brightwood Homeowners As-
sociation (BHA), comprised of resi-

dents who live in the area and own
Gregory’s Pond where storm water is
proposed to drain to, is objecting to
the application due to water and drain-
age issues. The residents are repre-
sented by attorney Christopher
Hopkins.

The applicant’s engineer, John
Hansen of Ferriero Engineering, con-
tinued his testimony that was carried
over from last month’s meeting. He
testified that 45 homes outside of the
BHA are draining into Gregory’s
Pond and that 31 homes in the BHA
are draining into it. Mr. Hansen testi-
fied that the town of Westfield ap-
proved the subdivision known as
Lexington Heights across from the
applicant’s property and that a num-
ber of those homes also drain into
Gregory’s Pond. He pointed out that
what the application is asking for is
“not unique.”

Town Engineer Chris MacAloon
said that the town does not have ease-
ments in some areas where the water
runs, and that other areas are state
open waters.

Mr. Hansen also suggested that
some “minor” work to Gregory’s
Pond, which would include a berm to
add capacity, would help to “prevent
nuisance flooding.” He said that wa-
ter that currently sits on the Prospect
Street property will be pumped out
and a drainage system would be in-
stalled. The proposed system will
have to be maintained by the

homeowners of the Prospect Street
subdivision.

Professional Planner Paul Grygiel
also testified for the applicant saying
that each of the proposed properties
are in excess of 20,000 square feet
each and that the zoning requires
16,000 square feet. He said that the
lots are regularly shaped and “are
essentially conforming to the zoning
ordinance.”

Former Town Engineer Ken Marsh
testified on behalf of the BHA. He
said that he examined the area and
that new flow will continue erosion
already occurring and will increase
the amount of silt collecting in
Gregory’s Pond, adding to flooding
issues.

Mr. Marsh also questioned how
enforcement of the maintenance of
the drainage system would be ac-
complished.

Mr. Barcan wanted to ask Mr.
Marsh a number of questions regard-
ing his involvement in the Lexington
Heights development during the
1990s but Mr. Marsh requested more
time to review the report he was pro-
vided with that evening. His testi-
mony will continue at the August
meeting.

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
told Mr. Barcan that “we’re not hav-
ing a hearing on why the pond floods”
and that the impact of the new devel-
opment on the area is the issue. He

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Council Allocates Funds
For Paving; Approves Salaries

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council passed a number of
ordinances on first and second read-
ings at Tuesday night’s meeting set-
ting salaries and allocating funds for
upcoming road projects.

The council passed two ordinances
on second and final readings, one to
appropriate $337,000 for a new 9-1-
1 telephone system for police head-
quarters and the other appropriating
$375,000 for the paving of Boule-
vard from South Avenue to Park

Street. A portion of the Boulevard
paving project is being funded by a
state grant.

Joan Sanborn, who resides on Bou-
levard, said the section being repaved
is “not that bad,” but that the section
she lives on at the southern end needs
paving and repairs.

On first reading, the council passed
an ordinance for upcoming road pav-
ing projects in the amount of
$1,820,000. This capital budget item
will be spent over a two-year period.
Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Westfield Leader that roads,

or parts of roads, in every ward will
be milled and paved. Among those
streets on the list are East Broad
Street, between Elm Street and Cen-
tral Avenue, Elm Street to North Av-
enue and Quimby Street.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance on first reading setting their
annual salaries at $1, the municipal
judge salary at $54,248, municipal
prosecutor at $30,940 and public de-
fender at $14,373. Salary ranges were
also set by ordinance for a number of
non-union municipal employees. Fi-
nal reading and public hearing of
these ordinances will be held at the
town council meeting on Tuesday,
June 28.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the tax collector to
mail estimated tax bills to residents
for the upcoming tax payments. This
years tax bills include $24,109,789
for the town, $85,544,434 for the
schools, $2,449,484 for the library,
$29,966,153 for Union County, and
$1,097,938 for open space.

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, former council-
man Ken MacRitchie told the council
that he was happy that the pedestrian
crossing signal was installed on Cen-
tral Avenue. He said that because any
light goes through a local, county and
state approval process, “that thing is
code...anyone with other ideas is just
uttering fluff.”

Adina Enculescu, on whose prop-
erty the light was placed, asked the
mayor when the evaluation process
would begin on the light’s safety and
effectiveness. Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said that evaluation had already be-
gun, but that the county had not yet
finished the project and turned it over
to the town.

Ms. Enculescu said because of the
new striping she must “break the law”
to pull in and out of her driveway. She
also said that with the additional
signage and striping she feels “like I
am in the middle of the airport.” She
also said many drivers are running
the red light because they do not
expect a mid-block crosswalk.

Ms. Sanborn said  she thought the
traffic circle on Summit Court, which
eventually was removed, was “ridicu-

Supervisor’s Duties Spark
Heated MS-BOE Discussion

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
WINNING WORDS…Joined by family members, Deerfield School student Will
Tracy, holding certificate, is honored during Tuesday’s Mountainside Board of
Education meeting on being named the grand-prize winner of the PNC Annual
Patriotic Essay Contest.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The resigna-
tion of Supervisor of Curriculum and
Instruction Thomas Conroy, and how
his duties will be handled in the fu-
ture, generated intense discussion
during Tuesday’s bimonthly meeting
of the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion.

Mr. Conroy was recognized during
the meeting for his five years of ser-
vice to the district. He provided an
overview of his responsibilities for
the board, as he recently resigned his
position and will leave the district at
the end of the school year.

During his presentation, Mr.
Conroy implored board members not
to allocate his duties among multiple
staff members, with a “shared ser-
vices” type system, but proposed in-
stead a full-time staff position re-
placement.

A discussion ensued among mem-
bers of the board as to whether the
board will replace Mr. Conroy with a
full-time staff member and whether
Mr. Conroy was privy to “sensitive
information” regarding his replace-
ment – a claim Mr. Conroy denied.

One member of the board felt the
board had been “blindsided” by Mr.
Conroy’s proposal, as the board was
not made aware of the content of Mr.
Conroy’s presentation in advance,
noting the discussion about his re-
placement was still in the “infancy
stage.”

Several members of the public

spoke up in support of Mr. Conroy’s
proposal to save the position.

A video of Mr. Conroy’s presen-
tation, and the subsequent discus-
sion, will be made available on the
district’s website,
mountainsideschools.org/.

The Activity Participation Fee
Program was adopted, with all of the
members of the BOE ratifying the
proposal. Details will be made avail-
able on the district’s website.

Members of the board, led by
Board President James Ruban, also
honored several of the district’s staff
for their contributions to the success
of the school year and their years of
dedication to the children of
Mountainside.

Those honored for five years of
service included Janine Cardone,
Christine Delaney and Jessica Stein.

Recognized for serving the dis-
trict for 10 years were Kerry
Abruzzo, Patricia Bruce, Ann Bruett,
Jayne Hartnett, Ann Marie Pires,
Kelly Rakovic, Sharon Scanlan and
Sheila Silagyi.

Lauded for serving the district for
15 years were James Babernitsh and
Barbara Dubno.

Recognized for serving the dis-
trict for 20 years were Julia Goerlich,
Nancy Louie and Lynn Slotkin.

Honored for serving the district
for 25 years were Jana MacMillan
and Lenore Nadler-Kline.

Jana MacMillan also was named
the Beechwood School Teacher of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WHS Achievements Noted;
Grade 6 Enrollment Jumps

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Education on Tuesday celebrated the
achievements earned by K-12 stu-
dents and discussed the logistics of
the upcoming year during its meeting
at Westfield High School (WHS).

With approximately 445 seniors
graduating, WHS had a successful
year regarding academics, the arts,
and varsity sports. Along with a
myriad of perfect SAT scores, Na-
tional Merit Finalists and other dis-
tinguishable honors, multiple groups
received awards at the meeting.

Since winning the sectional title in
1988, the varsity baseball team won
the state semi-final game and placed
second in the state. The New Jersey
State Umpires Association awarded
the team with the 2011 Frank Sayer
award due to their sportsmanship.

A.J. Murray also received the
Gatorade New Jersey Baseball Player
of the Year.

The high school’s spring musical,
Sweeney Todd, was also recognized
for winning the Rising Star Award
from Paper Mill Playhouse for the
Best Overall Production. Individual

members of the cast and crew were
also received other Rising Star
awards.

Board of Education president Julia
Walker also acknowledged the work
and contribution of two retiring board
members, Alice Hunnicutt and Gary
McCready, as well as the Teachers of
the Year, Chuck Ropars and Marie-
Laure Hoffmann. Sandy Mamary,
supervisor of athletics, was awarded
with the 2011 Robert and Linda Foose
Memorial Award for Excellence.

“We have a lot to celebrate because
it has been an incredible year for the
Westfield School System,” Ms.
Walker said. “The end of the year is
always a privilege.”

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan reported
on intermediate school enrollment.
She said next year would have the
largest incoming sixth grade class
since 1981 with 307 students at Edison
and 257 at Roosevelt. She said both
intermediate schools have the capac-
ity for the enrollments while still
maintaining strong programs for the
intermediate students.

“With these new attendance zones
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


