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344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Friends of WSO’s ‘Tour of Notable Homes’
Offered Ingenuity and Innovative Designs

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Those who at-
tended the annual Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) Tour of Notable Homes this
past weekend not only got to explore
some of the area’s finest houses, but
could observe many innovative de-
sign ideas to inspire their own décor.

The unique window treatments,
light fixtures and hand-rubbed fin-
ishes of the North Euclid Avenue
address, one of three Westfield resi-
dences on the five-home tour, were
favorite topics of discussion among
visitors.

Friends volunteer, Myriam Gabriel,
said the homeowner herself was re-
sponsible for most details, including

customizing historical colors while
successfully interweaving eclectic
and mid-century modern elements
into the early 20th-century colonial.

“She’s very hands-on and has fabu-
lous ideas,” Ms. Gabriel told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

She reported the homeowner often
went to great lengths for the perfect
pieces, including tracking down a
designer in England about a photo
she saw in a magazine. The result was
a custom-made dining room table
that could expand to serve 12 just as
easily as it could provide an intimate
setting for four.

Beyond the aesthetics, each and
every nook seemed to serve as a clever
storage purpose for the busy young

family.
The lower level featured two sepa-

rate family rooms, each with its own
sectional seating. While the walls
remained richly muted in keeping
with the rest of the home, lively geo-
metric patterns provided pops of vivid
color. In the children’s area, even
practical items, such as color-sorted
Legos stored in penny-candy jars,
added to the décor.

Multiple exits from both the main
and lower level provided access to
lavish floral gardens, leading to the
pool area. The cabana provided every
imaginable amenity from storage to
wet bar to TV lounge.

The Chestnut Street Tudor, built in
2006, was the only new home on the
tour, but the added architectural moul-
dings added traditional flair.

A professional interior designer,
the homeowner chose a predomi-
nantly white-on-white palette com-
bined with soft neutrals. Choices like
an expansive stainless steel kitchen
island made it obvious the spaces
could be as functional as they were
attractive. Rectangular basket bins
hung vertically near a bathroom sink
became inventive storage shelves for
towels and toiletries.

The home’s walls served as artful
display canvases. There were exten-
sive lines of framed black-and-white
photographs across the living room.
A daughter’s bedroom featured an
expanse of colossal lavender floral
wallpaper as a striking accent. A
chalkboard-painted wall in a son’s
room provided ample space for draw-
ing a wizard-style mural in keeping
with the boy’s collection of Harry
Potter memorabilia.

Graceful crystal drops adorned
many of the light fixtures right down

to a small coordinating “nightlight”
in the kitchen backsplash.

On Kimball Avenue, a circa 1895
Queen Anne Victorian residence,
also known as the historic Alpers-
Cowperthwaite House, was lovingly
restored to its full grandeur. The
homeowners’ efforts to remain true
to the period’s authenticity resulted
in a Devlin Award from the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
in 2009.

The inviting foyer welcomed visi-
tors with lively wallpaper, one of
several antique crystal chandeliers
and original fireplace mantels, and a
handsomely carved quarter-sawn oak
staircase featuring a built-in settee.

Sumptuous fabrics in both the drap-
eries and furnishings highlighted the
formal rooms, providing the perfect
backdrop for lovely period paintings.

When the kitchen addition was
added, great care was taken to match
the existing window muntin patterns.
The towering deep mahogany
cabinetry and green granite island
adeptly concealed modern conve-
niences, while a unique reverse-
painted floral chandelier crowned the
breakfast area banquette.

In Berkeley Heights, visitors as-
cended sizeable stone staircases just
to reach the front door of the home of
former New York Yankees first
baseman, Steve Balboni. A breath-
taking view of the Kittatinny Moun-
tains and surrounding valley could be
enjoyed not only from the wraparound
terrace, but from almost every win-
dow in the three-story antebellum
Victorian house.

In the earlier part of the 21st cen-
tury, it had been part of the 40-acre
Summit Golf Club and Murray Hill
Golf Club. It also served as the set-

ting for Westfield author Harry
Devlin’s award-winning children’s
book, “To Grandfather’s House We
Go.”

WSO treasurer, Alan Smith, dis-
played historic photos in the dining
room and explained how the dwell-
ing eventually fell into disrepair, with
38 acres sold.

“It actually used to be known as
‘the haunted house’ for awhile…the
one kids would avoid on Halloween,”
he said.

New owners and a 1990’s restora-
tion completely transformed it back
to its original glamour and beyond.
The family most recently constructed
a soaring grand portico for three-
season entertaining.

Inside, glorious archways
transitioned between stylish tradi-
tional rooms around an elaborately
carved three-story central staircase.

Mr. Balboni’s World Series trophy

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINDOWS OF ART…Visitors pause to admire nine towering stained glass
windows on the central staircase landing of a historic Summit mansion during the
annual Friends of the WSO Tour of Notable Homes held June 4.
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WHS Dominates at Rising
Star Awards for Sweeney Todd

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN — Inside a packed
theater, the cast of the Westfield High
School (WHS) production of Sweeney
Todd - Demon Barber of Fleet Street
could barely contain their excitement
as they won an astounding six out of
the 15 categories they were nomi-
nated for in Tuesday night’s 16th
Annual Rising Star Awards, includ-
ing the coveted Outstanding Overall
Production of a Musical. The event
was hosted by the Paper Mill Play-
house and presented by the Investor
Savings Bank Foundation.

Other awards captured by WHS
included: Outstanding Scenic
Achievement, Roy Chambers; Out-
standing Lighting Achievement,
Michael Kimmel and Lisa
Weinshrott; Outstanding Perfor-
mance in a Featured Role, Peter
Carmo as “Adolfo Pirelli”; Outstand-
ing Achievement by a Teacher or
Outside Director, Daniel Devlin;
Outstanding Achievement by an Ac-
tress in a Supporting Role, Rebecca
Skowron as “Beggar,” and Outstand-
ing Chorus. Christopher Morrissey,
who played “Anthony Hope” in
Sweeney Todd,was awarded the In-
vestor Savings Bank Foundation Ris-
ing Star Award Scholarship and Jill
Salisbury was awarded the
Scaramouche Technical Theater
Scholarship for her behind the scene
input into the award-winning pro-
duction.

Cranford High School took home

two awards for its production of Okla-
homa! Emily Grable earned the Out-
standing Performance by an En-
semble Member for her portrayal of
“Dream Laurey.” Michelle Massa was
the winner in Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Choreography for her contri-
bution to the choreography. A Stu-
dent Achievement Award also went
to Cranford’s Esmeralda Fyhr for
Costume Design.

The night included production spe-
cific performances by all high schools
nominated for Outstanding Overall
Production, as well as performances
by individuals nominated for Out-
standing Performances by an Actress
and Actor in a Leading Role, which
included Catalina Gaglioti as “Mrs.
Lovett” in WHS’ production of
Sweeney Todd and Peter Surace as
“Sweeney Todd”, and Cara Costa as
“Laurey” and Matthew Stoke as
“Curly” in Cranford High School’s
production of Oklahoma!

The night, a combination of excite-
ment blended with adrenaline, proved
to be a first-class tribute to all the high
schools whose hard work and dedica-
tion to the arts earned them a nomina-
tion. The performances were truly the
“creme de la creme.” John Caliendo,
who portrayed “Tevye” in Point Pleas-
ant Borough High School’s produc-
tion of Fiddler on the Roof, and who
won the Outstanding Performance by
an Actor in a Leading Role, hit the
mark when he said it was an “honor to
perform” with the outstanding talent
gracing the stage.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING LADIES...Catalina Gaglioti, center, performs as “Mrs. Lovett”  from
WHS’ Sweeney Todd at the Rising Star Awards hosted by the Paper Mill
Playhouse on Tuesday, alongside  Hopewell Valley Central High School’s Ellie
Fishman as “Cosette” from Les Miserables, left, and Cranford High School’s
Maeve Brady as “Aunt Eller” from Oklahoma!


