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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Hangover Part II”
Not Enough is Enough

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Had director Todd Phillips’s “The
Hangover Part II” come first, it’s
doubtful there would have been fi-
nancial incentive for the original
“Hangover,” if you follow my absurd
logic. Thus, continuing in that vein,
it’s a good thing they got the order
right. While the initial bawdy farce
was full strength eau de comedy, this
follow-up is just toilet water.

Of course it’s no surprise. Save for
very few exceptions (i.e. – “The God-
father Part II”) that prove the rule, the
sequel is never equal. Not unlike the
sculpture of a great new car design,
subsequent updates fruitlessly at-
tempt to gild the lily. And, because
we tend to embrace as friends the
movies we like, these substandard
interlopers add insult to injury.

 I can just imagine viewers at
Cineplexes throughout the land this
week grimacing at the screen and, in
a variation of the late Senator Lloyd
Bentsen’s indignation, declaring,
“Don’t tell me you’re like ‘The Hang-
over.’ I saw ‘The Hangover.’ And
you’re no ‘Hangover.’” Still, once
you concede the no-win situation,
“Part II” is only half bad.

While unnecessarily a tad more
serious and certainly missing the sur-
prise impact that results when a boldly
inventive work flies right off the fat
end of the bat, the tone and idea are
there, as are the familiar characters.
This time, Stu, the buttoned-down
dentist (Ed Helms), is getting wed in
Thailand. And of course he doesn’t
want a bachelor party.

Thus the lesson here is be careful
what you don’t wish for, especially if
you have screwy friends. Suffice it to
note that, following a get together of
the pals and what they think will be
just a couple of beers, the crew once
again finds themselves piecing to-
gether the trail of destruction and
mayhem their most recent, drug-in-
duced reverie has wrought.

While there are several laughs and
a few new mechanisms - such as a
monkey they accidentally acquire
from Russian drug dealers - the de-
ductive formula once again employed
is more arduous than surprising. Yet
gee, simply as a nod to our intelli-
gence, it’d be nice if the boys didn’t
consistently remind, “Oh, no, it’s
happening again!”

Emitting said war cry along with
Stu is Bradley Cooper as Phil, the
fairly unflappable, tacitly acknowl-
edged leader; Zach Galifianakis as
Alan, the loose cannon; and Justin
Bartha’s Doug, who hardly figures in
this plot. Quick to take up the slack is
Ken Jeong’s international criminal,

Mr. Chow, again the outsider who
invites himself to the party.

But because the hijinks they in-
volve themselves in wouldn’t be as
discomfiting without an innocent vic-
tim, along for the ride this go-round
is Mason Lee as Teddy, brother of the
bride-to-be, gifted cellist, Stanford
medical student and favorite son.
Gosh, it would be horrible if some-
thing happened to him. The future
father-in-law already hates Stu as it
is.

So what you basically have here is
another opportunity to vicariously
experience a lot of bad behavior with
that fictitious old gang of yours. Hold
your breath as your celluloid compa-
triots break laws in foreboding land-
scapes, uncontrollably imbibe con-
trolled substances, have bizarre sexual
experiences and narrowly escape
death. You know, fun.

But while it’s like hearing the same
joke, only not told as well, that’s
beside the point for folks who see this
franchise more as an antisocial elixir
than entertainment. After all, there’s
only so much aggression to be ex-
uded by passing cars on the right, not
holding doors for people, and cutting
into lines. That doesn’t really show
your disdain for society.

Whereas, in our service, these oth-
erwise respectable members of the
community get to thumb their noses
at convention without paying the
wages of sin. Oh, just to make it
exciting it’s always a close call, and
there can’t help but be some collat-
eral damage along the way. Fact is,
one unexplainably curious misfor-
tune is certain to lodge in most craws.

 However, that’s little price to pay
if you seek outlandish dispensation
from political correctness, including,
but not limited to, taboo word usage
and making fun of the mentally ill.
Doubtless, Mr. Galifianakis’s Alan
suffers from a host of psychoses we’d
dare not laugh at in real life. But, in
film form, well, “Aw, he’s just
nuts…ha, ha, ha.”

 Perhaps making up for it a tad,
Alan is also crazy as a fox and, on odd
occasion, the surprise hero and/or
spiritual voice of the gang. Still, the
film can be likened to a little kid who
learns a curse word. The first time he
says it, we laugh. After the second
blurting, which is essentially “The
Hangover Part II,” we don’t want to
encourage a “Part III.”

…
 “The Hangover Part II,” rated R, is

a Warner Bros. Pictures release di-
rected by Todd Phillips and stars Bra-
dley Cooper, Alan Galifianakis and
Ed Helms. Running time: 102 min-
utes

Poetry Slam Champ to
Perform at Poetry Series

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free reading by the interna-
tionally acclaimed poet, Patricia
Smith, on Tuesday, June 21. The event
will take place at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS use 75
N. Martine Avenue).

Chicago native
Patricia Smith, a four-
time individual cham-
pion of the National
Poetry Slam, is the
most successful poet
in the competition’s
history. She is the au-
thor of five books of
poetry, including
“Blood Dazzler,” a
book of poems chroni-
cling the tragedy of
Hurricane Katrina, which was a 2008
National Book Award finalist and one
of NPR’s and Library Journal’s Top
Books of 2008; and “Teahouse of the
Almighty,” voted Best Poetry Book
of 2006 on About.com and winner of
the Hurston-Wright Legacy Award
and the 2007 Paterson Poetry Prize.
Coffee House Press will publish her
new work, “Shoulda Been Jimi Sa-
vannah,” in 2012.

Ms. Smith is a Pushcart Prize win-
ner and her work has appeared in
Poetry, The Paris Review,
TriQuarterly, Tin House and many
other journals, and will appear in

“Best American Poetry 2011” and
“Best American Essays 2011.” She
has performed around the world, in-
cluding at Carnegie Hall, the Poets
Stage in Stockholm, Rotterdam’s
Poetry International, the Aran Islands
International Poetry and Prose Festi-
val, the Bahia Festival, the Schomburg
Center, the Sorbonne in Paris and on

tour in Germany, Aus-
tria and Holland.

In addition to her
poetry, Ms. Smith
authored the
groundbreaking his-
tory, “Africans in
America,” and a
children’s book,
“Janna and the Kings,”
winner of a Lee and
Low Books New
Voices Award.

The Carriage House
Poetry Series is in its thirteenth year
at the Patricia Kuran Arts Center, an
historic Gothic Revival structure that
was once a 19th century carriage
house, hence the name of the series.
The Tuesday, June 21 reading is
free and open to the public. An open
mic will follow the featured perfor-
mance. The series will adjourn for
the summer and will resume in Sep-
tember.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
visit the website at
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Patricia Smith

Tickets on Sale for Premier
Stages Musical Fun Series

UNION – Premiere Stages, the
professional Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation theatre in residence at Kean
University announces the seventh
year of its Musical Fun Series. A
summer program of musical theatre
for young people and their families,
the 2011 series presents works by
Pushcart Players and Yates Family
Theatre during the summer.

On July 13 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.,
Pushcart Players will perform Peter
and the Wolf, an adaptation of the
traditional Russian folktale set to
music by Sergei Prokofiev. While
providing a charming introduction
to the world of music and musical
instruments, this enchanting tale is
all about the adventure of growing
up. Danger becomes a reality and
creative innovation becomes essen-
tial as young Peter meets the chal-
lenge of survival in the outside world.

The musical features puppetry
along with live actors in perfor-
mance. Pushcart is New Jersey’s
leading educational theatre for
young audiences, celebrating their
35th year of bringing live theatre to
children across the nation as well as
abroad. Highlights of Pushcart’s his-
tory include performances in the
former Soviet Union as well as two
invited performances at the White
House.

On July 20 at 11 a.m. and 1:30
p.m., Yates Family Theatre presents
Alice in Wonderland. This original
musical by founder Bill Yates is a
rollicking journey through the mixed
up world on just the other side of the
looking-glass. Lewis Carroll’s time-
honored classic gets the trademark
Yates spin: hilarious hi-jinks and
glorious fun, complete with
Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter, the

Queen of Hearts and, of course,
Alice.

Yates Family Theatre is also in
their fourth decade of performing
for children across the nation.
Founded by husband and wife Bill
and Peggy Yates, all nine of their
children have performed with the
troupe throughout the years, along
with hundreds of other performers.

The Premiere Stages 2011 Musi-
cal Fun Series will be held at Kean
University Center Little Theatre,
1000 Morris Avenue in Union. Tick-
ets can be ordered by calling Pre-
miere at (908) 737-4092. Standard
tickets are $14, with special rates
available for groups of 30 or more.
Camps, scout troops, day care cen-
ters and other community groups
are encouraged to book early. Group
sales can be arranged by calling
(908) 737-4077.

Visit the website at kean.edu/
premierestages. Premiere Stages of-
fers affordable prices, air-condi-
tioned facilities and free parking
close to the theatres. Premiere
Stages provides free or discounted
tickets to patrons with disabilities.
All Premiere Stages facilities are
fully accessible spaces. Please call
for a list of sign-interpreted, audio-
described or open-captioned per-
formances. Large print programs
are available at all times. Publica-
tions are available with advanced
notice in alternate formats.

Premiere Stages is made possible
in part through funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation, The Provident Bank Foun-
dation, The New Jersey Theatre Al-
liance, and through the generous
support of individual patrons.

908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning June 27th
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties 

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

Stars on Stage Announces
Musical Theatre Program

METUCHEN – Stars on Stage
Summer Musical Theater Program
will present Honk! Junior for kids 8
to 13

The show that beat The Lion King
out of the Olivier award (the British
equivalent to the Tony Award)!
Honk! Junior is a contemporary
retelling of Hans Christian
Andersen’s classic story, “The Ugly
Duckling” and features a Joseph...
Dreamcoat-like score that kids and
parents are sure to enjoy. Classes
begin Tuesday, July 5. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. except the week of
July 25, which will be everyday.
Performances will be July 28, 29,
30 and August 1.

The show begins with the dawn
of a glorious summer’s day out in
the country. Standing in the sun-
shine is a small farm, behind which
is a lake surrounded with cattails.
Drake, a proud father-to-be, intro-
duces us to “A Poultry Tale.” His
wife, Ida, and the rest of the farm-
yard residents join in the telling
while the Cat hides, eyeing the duck

eggs in Ida’s nest, which he hopes
will make a savory dinner.

As the assorted barnyard animals
rush offstage, Ida remains to tend
to her nest of four average sized
eggs and one curious looking large
brown one. Ida is bossy and irri-
table after tending the eggs for such
a long time, and she complains to
Drake about her cramped quarters
and his unwillingness to shoulder
some of the burden.

After Drake makes a hasty exit,
Ida sings affectionately about “The
Joy of Motherhood” with a neigh-
boring moorhen, Maureen. They
exchange observations on the an-
guish and happiness of bearing chil-
dren just as the eggs start cracking.
Four perfectly respectable ducklings
emerge from the four perfectly re-
spectable average sized eggs. After
Maureen coos over the newly hatched
ducklings, she goes off in search of
Drake to tell him the good news.
While the wide-eyed newborns yearn
to explore their new world, mother
Ida strictly lays down a few “nest
rules” for her youngsters.

Drake returns to meet his new chil-
dren just as Ida realizes that the large
egg has yet to hatch. Though Drake
tries to persuade her to leave the big
egg and join him and their ducklings
for a swim, Ida insists upon staying
with her unusual, u-hatched egg.
Drake joyously races the children
down to the lake for their first swim
while Ida resumes her position on the
nest. Ida contemplates the last re-
maining egg and broods about why
this one is so “Different.” Suddenly
there is a chipping sound followed
by a cracking sound. Ugly, a large,
ungainly bird waddles out of his
shell with a loud “HONK!”

To register visit,
forumtheatrearts.org for a registra-
tion form. The cost for the four-
week program is $400 with dis-
counts for siblings. There is a one-
time registration fee of $25 for new
students only.

Photo courtesy of Jackie Cash
Westfield High School Prom

Mr. Ungar to Salute
‘Hollywood Musicals’

MOUNTAINSIDE – Pianist
Skip Ungar will present “The
Golden Age of Hollywood Musi-
cals” on Tuesday, June 14, from 2
to 3 p.m. at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library, located on Constitu-
tion Plaza.

Mr. Ungar will highlight on the
piano the musical film genre, start-
ing in the 1920s with Al Jolson
and continuing through the 1930s
and beyond. The Friends of the
Mountainside Library will spon-
sor this program.

Admission will be free. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call the
library at (908) 233-0115 or to
sign up at the checkout desk to
reserve a seat.

Photo courtesy of Cara Foerst
CAMPAIGN TRAIL…Westfield Town Councilman James Foerst, right, kicked
off his grass roots campaign for re-election this past Saturday with a Ward 4
literature drop. He was assisted by friends, neighbors, family and students and
alumni of Westfield High School. For information about Jim’s election campaign,
go to www.foerst2011.com.
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Tour of Notable Homes

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERSONAL TOUCH…Dr. C and the Jazzy City band entertain guests in the
cavernous living room of a historic Summit mansion during the annual June 4
Friends of the WSO Tour of Notable Homes.

from his position on the Kansas City
Royals in 1985 took center stage on
the living room mantel.

Ebony walls and crisp white
cabinetry created a striking kitchen,
with an eclectic mix of unique knob
designs throughout. Upstairs, extra
bedrooms were converted into a work-
out area and a jewelry design studio.

Photos and personal touches, such
as framed greeting cards with hand-
written sentiments and enlarged news-
paper clippings, helped express that
beyond all the grandeur, this expan-
sive house was, first and foremost, a
family’s home.

The final residence, located in Sum-
mit, was the majestic mansion de-
signed by architect Henry Bacon and
built upon a granite block foundation
circa 1899. Mr. Bacon also was re-
sponsible for the design of the Lin-
coln Memorial. The house has previ-
ously had many famous owners such
as the head of the Nabisco Corpora-
tion and the Reed family of the Reeves-

Reed Arboretum.
In the center hall, Ionic pilasters and

tiered crown mouldings lead to the
regal grand staircase of hand-carved
Brazilian rosewood featuring a group
of nine breathtaking stained-glass win-
dows over the landing. The attractive
rear entrance spoke of life long ago,
when couples arrived by horse and
carriage and would then separate into
the adjacent powder rooms to freshen
up, with the ladies’ area larger to allow
for full floor-length skirts.

The sheer vast size of this beauti-
fully-appointed, eight-bedroom home
was apparent in rooms like the master
bath, which housed a dramatic spiral
staircase to the third floor, a stunning
dining room table to accommodate
16, and the fact that a live, five-piece
band entertaining in the front parlor
only filled a fraction of its space.

As always, the tour featured a gift
basket raffle, a plant sale and refresh-
ments, with all proceeds benefiting
the WSO.

Photo courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
SPRING FEVER…Children from the Presbyterian Nursery School and Kinder-
garten in Westfield act along with a band providing entertainment to the children
and their families at the end of the year picnic held in the front lawn of the church
in May.

Jersey Gardens
“Stiches in Time
Fashion Show”

Set for Tonight
Thursday, June 9

6 – 8 p.m.
***

For more information
visit jerseygardens.com

2011 Fanny Wood Day to
Feature Photo Contest

FANWOOD — “Foto’s of
Fanwood” is a new and exciting
addition to the annual Fanny Wood
Day Street Fair to be held on Sun-
day, October 2, at South and Martine
Avenue in downtown Fanwood. All
amateur photographers, residents
and non-residents alike, are invited
to participate.

Photographers can submit their
favorite photographs of people,
places, events or things that can be
found in Fanwood, NJ. Judging and
prizes will be award in three catego-
ries: ages 12 and under, ages 13 – 21
and adults over 21 years of age.

Photographers may submit as
many entries as they choose, but
each photograph should be of a dif-
ferent image. Photos must be at least
5” x 7” and no larger than 10” x 12.”
The photos can be color or black
and white and can be displayed or
mounted in any manner.

“We look forward to seeing the
many creative ways that photogra-
phers bring Fanwood to life and can
add another layer to our pictorial
history” said Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr.

To enter, submit your photo(s) to
the Chelsea for Assisted Living, 295
South Avenue, Fanwood by 5 p.m.

on Friday, September 23.
The photograph(s) should have

the following included on the back
of the picture: title, a brief descrip-
tion of the place, person or object
in the photograph, followed by the
photographer’s name, age, address,
telephone and email address.

Entries become the property of
the Borough of Fanwood and can
be used on local websites, in news-
letters, or on display at municipal
promotions or events.

For complete rules and entry
form, please visit the Fanny Wood
webpage at fanwoodnj.org/news/
fanny-wood-day/.


