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– Obituaries –

Thomas A. Oravez, 62, Family Man;
CPA and Retired Bank Executive

Thomas A. Oravez, 62, of
Westfield, N.J. passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, May 28, 2011, at
The Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania, surrounded by his lov-
ing family.

Born in Darby, Pa., Tom was raised
in Glenolden, Pa. With his loving
wife, Betty, Tom was a resident of
Westfield for the past 35 years.

A graduate of LaSalle University,
Tom served in the Air Force Re-
serves and was a member of the
American Legion. He was a CPA
and retired as an assistant vice-presi-
dent from the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York last year.

His interests included music, clas-
sic cars and family vacations. A natu-
ral storyteller, Tom enjoyed meeting
new people and had a great sense of
humor. He will be remembered as an
exceptional husband, brother, father,
grandfather and friend.

In addition to his wife, Betty, he is
survived by four children, Tom (and
his wife, Alice), Casey, Damian and
Deborah; two grandchildren, Evelyn
and Michael, and four siblings,
Peggy, Paul, Helene and Veronica.

Private services were held on
Wednesday, June 1, under the direc-
tion of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center or
The Abramson Cancer Center of the
University of Pennsylvania.
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Michael Locascio Is Named
To Fairview Trustee Board

WESTFIELD – William J. Shep-
herd, president of Fairview Cem-
etery, has announced that Michael P.
Locascio has accepted a position on
the cemetery’s board of trustees.
Located in Westfield, Fairview is
non-profit and was founded over 130
years ago for the exclusive benefit
of its property owners.

After graduating from St. Peter’s
College with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Accounting, Mr. Locascio
joined the Army Paratroopers and
served for three years in Germany.
He was honorably discharged as a
first lieutenant in 1965.

Mr. Locascio is president of Milo
Associates, an independent insur-
ance agency in Scotch Plains. He
has accumulated seven professional
insurance and finance designations
after having spent nearly 25 years
in formal and informal classes in
local colleges and universities.

Additionally, he is a founding di-
rector of Enterprise National Bank in

Kenilworth, where he currently serves
as a director and chairman of the
Audit Committee. He previously
served on the Westfield Insurance
Committee, having been appointed
by the late Mayor Bud Booth and
Rich Bagger, former mayor and cur-
rent chief of staff to Governor Chris
Christie. Mr. Locascio also serves as
president of the Columbian Club of
Knights of Columbus Council No.
1711 in Westfield.

Mr. Locascio attended two cook-
ing schools in New York City and
volunteers, as a cook, in local par-
ish kitchens and at the Knights of
Columbus. He is a member of Les
Marmitons, an international men’s
cooking club that was featured on
the Al Roker television show and
on the Food Network.

He and Susan, his wife of 46 years,
have resided in Westfield since 1969.
Their son, Michael J., lives in Park
Ridge, Ill. with his wife, Wendy, and
four sons, ages 11, 9, 7 and 4.

John ‘Dick’ Smythe, Sr., 83, Known
For Independent, Self-Confident Spirit
John Richard “Dick” Smythe, Sr.,

83, of Wellford, S.C., husband of
Joyce Braislin Smythe, died peace-
fully on Saturday, May 28,
2011.

Born October 24, 1927
in Oak Park, Ill., Dick
grew up in Chatham, N.J.,
graduated from Rutgers
University with a degree
in ornamental horticul-
ture, entered the U.S.
Army of Occupation in
Japan after World War II,
married Joyce in 1951,
and then raised six sur-
viving children, John of
Greenville, S.C., Jim of
Rahway, N.J., Dave of Simpsonville,
S.C., Walter of Spartanburg, S.C.,
Kay James of Greer, S.C. and Sue
Marrapodi of Taylors, S.C. Also sur-
viving are 17 grandchildren and two
sisters, Judy Black of Cape Coral,
Fla. and Alice McCabe of
Lawrenceville, Ga.

Dick was known for his indepen-
dent, self-confident spirit, not afraid

to take on any challenge, from build-
ing soapbox derby cars, to Boy Scout
troop leader, to Power Squadron

weather teacher, to de-
signing intricate land-
scapes, to proprietor of
The Whippletree An-
tiques Shop in Westfield,
N.J., to general contrac-
tor, designing and build-
ing his own house.

Dick and Joyce spent
most of their married
life in Westfield, with
summers enjoyed at
Culver Lake in
Branchville, N.J.

The Funeral Mass will
be celebrated at 11:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, June 25, 2011, at The Catholic
Church of Jesus, Our Risen Savior,
2575 Reidville Road, Spartanburg,
S.C. 29301, where memorials can be
made in lieu of flowers.

Online condolences may be made
at www.thewoodmortuary.com.
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Mary Rossi, 90, Was Active With VFW,
Golden Agers, Seniors, Rosary Society

Mary Rossi, 90, of Scotch Plains
died on Tuesday, May 31, 2011, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Mary was born in Motta Camastra,
Sicily, coming to the United States in
1928 and settling in Scotch Plains.
She worked for Shasta Manufactur-
ing Co. in Berkeley Heights, Stanley
Home Products in Scotch Plains and
during the war at Hyatt Roller Bear-
ing in Clark.

She was a member of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of Scotch Plains
Women’s Auxiliary, Golden Agers,
Scotch Plains Senior Citizens and St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Society.

Mary was predeceased by her hus-
band, Retired Scotch Plains Chief of
Police Michael Rossi, who died in
2004; her son, Michael S., who died
in 1988, and her brother, Retired
Scotch Plains Police Captain Biagio
Mineo, who died in 1997.

Surviving Mary are her beloved

children, Frank S. (Anne), Patricia
Smith (Richard) and Linda Turash
(Dan McHugh); her cherished five
grandchildren; her caring sisters-in-
law, Eleanor Esposito and Rosalie
Mineo; her many loving nieces and
nephews, and her devoted caregiver,
Sniegvole (Gina) Budraitiene.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
June 4, from the Rossi Funeral Home,
1937 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. A Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

To send letters of condolence, visit
therossifuneralhome.com.

Contributions may be made to St.
Bartholomew Chapel and Prayer
Garden, 2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Imperial Brass Set
To Perform Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Imperial
Brass Spring Concert will take place
this Sunday, June 12, at 3 p.m. in the
sanctuary of the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. A
reception with light refreshments will
follow in Alexander Hall.

Tickets, which are available in ad-
vance and at the door, are $15 for
general admission, $12 for seniors
and students and free for children
ages 12 and under. For ticket sales,
visit willowgrovechurch.org or call
(908) 232-5678.

Frances E. Jewett, 92, Local Artist;
Active With Church and Scouting

Frances E. Jewett passed away at
home on Wednesday, June 1, at the age
of 92 after a long illness. She had been
a resident of Westfield for 63 years.

Mrs. Jewett was born in Passaic,
N.J. and lived in Ho-Ho-Kus as a
small child. She was the daughter of
Esther and John F. Wehrell. She
graduated from Passaic High School
and then studied art at Pratt in New
York. Before her marriage, she
briefly worked at Callaway Mills in
New York.

She continued her art studies through
most of the rest of her life and had
many exhibits locally. She was very
active in The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield where, among other things,
she taught Sunday school. She also
was a Brownie Scout leader.

Her husband, Howard I. Jewett,
predeceased her. Mr. and Mrs. Jewett

were married for 58 years.
Mrs. Jewett is survived by her daugh-

ters, Barbara S. O’Desky of Somerset
and Linda C. Thorn of Cranford, as
well as her son-in-law, Gary Thorn,
and her grandchildren, John H.
Ruggiano of Sayreville, Elizabeth L.
DeChellis and her husband, Daniel, of
Bridgewater, Amy L. Thorn of Belmar,
Jeffrey H. Thorn and his wife, Kathryn,
of Elkridge, Md. and David L. Thorn
of Denver, Colo. She also is survived
by her great-grandchildren, Daniel
DeChellis, Jr., John Paul DeChellis
and Abbey Thorn.

Mrs. Jewett was interred at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield after a brief
service for the family.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Memorial Funeral Home of Cranford.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11002580

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. UNNL367710

Plaintiff: MARIO GARCIA, ROSA DASILVA,
JOSE RODRIGUEZ AND JUAN ANTONIO
VAZQUEZ

VS.
Defendant: RIDGE DRIVE DEVELOPMENT

INC.
Sale Date: 06/22/2011
Writ of Execution: 03/05/2011
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirteen Thousand Three Hundred Nine and 10/
100*** $413,309.10.

1. PARCEL ONE:
The property to be sold is located in the Town

of Westfield, County of Union, and State of New
Jersey.

Premises are commonly known as: 501 South
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No. 5 in Block No. 3002
Nearest Cross Street: First Street
2. PARCEL TWO:
The property to be sold is located in the Town

of Westfield, County of Union, and State of New
Jersey.

Premises are commonly known as: 408
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No. 6 in Block No. 3002
Nearest Cross Street: First Street
3. DIMENSIONS OF LOTS:
Irregular lots. Dimension of lots combined ap-

proximately 52,000 square feet.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Three

Thousand Six Hundred Thirty and 14/100***
$423630.14 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ALBERTO ULLOA, PC
1435 MORRIS AVENUE
THIRD FLOOR
UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083
(908) 687-8080
4 T - 05/26, 06/02, 06/09
& 06/16/11 Fee: $185.64

Roberta Parker, 95, Active Volunteer;
Known For Smile and Love of Animals
Roberta (Bobbie) Mather Parker,

95, died on Friday, June 3, 2011, at
Hill House in Bath, Me., where she
had been a resident since December
2009.

Born on April 13, 1916,
Bobbie was the daughter
of the late Ernest and Elma
Blades Mather of
Germantown, Philadel-
phia, Pa. Bobbie was a
graduate of Germantown
High School and the Peirce
Business College of Phila-
delphia. She worked as a
secretary in Philadelphia.

Bobbie was married to
Jack Parker for 65 years
until his death in 2007. The
Parkers lived in Westfield,
N.J., where they raised their family.
Bobbie held positions in retail sales,
was a bookkeeper at the law firm of
Johnstone and O’Dwyer, a town clerk,
and also served as a volunteer with
several organizations. Bobbie and Jack
retired to Cape Cod, where they lived
in Cummaquid, Yarmouth Port and
West Yarmouth. Bobbie was a volun-
teer at the Sandwich Glass Museum
on the Cape and was a member of
PEO.

In addition to her husband, Bobbie
was preceded in death by a sister,
Hilda Garrenton, and two brothers,
Thomas and Ernest Mather, Jr.

She is survived by two daughters,
Constance Lundquist and her hus-
band, Jay, of Brunswick, Me. and
Patricia Parker and her husband,
Michael Derman, of Lewisburg, Pa.,
and by two grandsons, Daniel and
Matthew Derman.

Bobbie was perhaps best loved for
her beautiful smile, which lit up ev-
eryone around her. She also was an
excellent bridge player and a talented
craftswoman who excelled in the arts

of needlepoint, embroi-
dery, sewing, knitting
and a variety of other
crafts. Bobbie made any-
thing that she put her
hand to into something
beautiful. She and Jack
collected antiques for
many years and enjoyed
sailing on their boat,
Camelot. Bobbie loved
animals, particularly
cats. She also understood
the relationship between
raspberries and choco-

late and made the best chocolate cake
in the world.

Bobbie’s daughters wish to extend
a special thank you to the staff at Hill
House in Bath, Me. and Home Staff on
Cape Cod for the loving, devoted care
they offered Bobbie during the last
years of her life. The attention and
love she received every day from the
gentle, compassionate, dedicated
people at both of these agencies made
all the difference in Bobbie’s life. She
sends each of them her beguiling smile.

Donations in Roberta Parker’s
name can be made to: A Paw in the
Door Cat Rescue, 16 Winter Street,
Bath, Me. 04530; (207) 386-1046;
www.pawinthedoor.org. Arrange-
ments are under the direction and
care of the Brackett Funeral Home of
Brunswick, Me.
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Civita Iacono, 79
Civita (née Cristo) Iacono, 79,

passed away on Saturday, June 4,
2011, at home after a short illness.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y. on July 1,
1931, she grew up in Newark, N.J.
She moved to Westfield in 1960 and
lived there for many years, eventu-
ally retiring to Bayville.

Civita is survived by her beloved
husband of 58 years, Giuseppe. She
also was loved by her children, Maria
Iacono Schettino (Joseph), Diana
Iacono Czopek (Alex), Lynda Iacono
DiDolce and Joseph A. Iacono
(Zsuzanna), and cherished by her
precious eight grandchildren, Lisa
DiDolce, Rosemary Czopek, Jenni-
fer DiDolce, David Czopek, Eliza-
beth Schettino, Stephanie DiDolce,
Clarrissa Iacono and Ariana Iacono,
and one great-granddaughter, Tiffani
DiDolce. Also surviving are her
brother, Ralph, and sister, Adeline.
She was predeceased by her sister,
Catherine, and her parents, Nunzio
and Marie Cristo.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Tuesday, June 7, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Entombment followed at
Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.

Arrangements were by Gray Fu-
neral Directors of Westfield.
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Emily Robison, 86, Had Been Librarian
At Esso Research and Jefferson School
Emily Soos Robison passed away

on Friday, June 3, 2011, at the age of
86.

Born in Elizabeth,
N.J. on April 4, 1925,
she attended Linden
High School, graduated
from Bucknell Univer-
sity with a degree in bi-
ology, and later earned
a Masters in Library
Science from Fairleigh
Dickinson University.

She began her profes-
sional career as a tech-
nical librarian at the Esso
Research Center in Linden, where she
met her future husband. After her
marriage, she worked as a librarian at
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield, sharing with students her
love of books for over 25 years.

Emily was a member of the College
Women’s Club, the Westfield Histori-

cal Society and the Intentional Read-
ers Book Club. During her retirement,

she enjoyed reading to stu-
dents at Coles Elementary
School in Scotch Plains.

Emily married Samuel
Robison of New Castle, Pa.,
who predeceased her, and is
survived by a daughter, Betsy
Rose of Palo Alto, Calif.; two
sons, Hugh of Greenville,
Del. and John of Westfield,
N.J.; seven grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be on Sat-
urday, June 11, at 10 a.m. at

the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield. A memo-
rial service will follow at 11 a.m.
Casual attire is requested. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to
FirstBook.org.
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Donald Finter, 83, U.S. Navy Veteran;
Worked 40 Years In Communications

Donald Finter, 83, of Westfield
died peacefully at home on Thurs-
day, June 2.

Born in Westfield, he lived in Alex-
andria, Va. and Cheshire, Conn. be-
fore returning to Westfield in 1961.

A decorated Navy veteran, he
served on the USS Vella Gulf and USS
Mindoro aircraft carriers in the South
Pacific during World War II.

He graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in economics from Indiana’s
Franklin College and an MBA from
American University in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Mr. Finter worked for Sperry Rand,
Western Union and RCA during his
40 years in the communications in-
dustry. He retired from Bellcore as
Director of Licensing in 1992. While
at RCA and Western Union, he was
involved with satellite communica-
tions services.

Mr. Finter was a former adjutant of
the Disabled American Veterans,
president of the Westfield Tennis
Club, director of the Westfield Old
Guard, president of the Park Fairfax
Tennis Club, a licensed pilot and a

member of the Aircraft Owners and
Pilots Association.

He was an Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America, a Red Cross
Aquatic Instructor and a Life Member
of the Telephone Pioneers of America.

Mr. Finter also was a Master Ma-
son affiliated with the Atlas
Pythagoras Lodge of Westfield.

Mr. Finter was a Little League
Baseball Coach and refereed semi-
pro and high school football games.
He also played varsity football and
basketball while in college.

Surviving are his wife, Lucille; two
sons, Scott and Steven, and his sister,
Genevieve Lentzsch.

A memorial service will begin at 1
p.m. on Saturday, June 11, in the
chapel of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Mr. Finter’s favorite
charity, the Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad.

June 9, 2011

Fiction Book Club to Discuss
‘Eyes Were Watching God’

WESTFIELD – The Fiction Book
Club of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary will discuss the 1937 book
“Their Eyes Were Watching God,”
by Zora Neale Hurston, on Wednes-
day, June 15, at 7 p.m.

Told in the voice of a woman who
refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness,
fear or foolish romantic dreams, it is
the story of fair-skinned, fiercely
independent Janie Crawford, and her
evolving selfhood through three mar-
riages and a life marked by poverty,
trials and purpose.

“It is a stunning book, considered
to be among the most groundbreaking
novels in African-American litera-
ture,” Jen Schulze, head of adult ser-
vices at the library, said in explaining
how she chose the title. “The author,
although at one point a contemporary
of Langston Hughes and Richard
Wright, died in obscurity, until she
was re-discovered by Alice Walker.”

For more information about li-
brary programs and services, call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s

website, wmlnj.org, and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of its
award-winning quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”

Library Reveals Schedule
For Foreign Film Festival

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will begin its Foreign
Film Festival on June 20. Six films
will be shown during June through
August. All films will be screened on
Mondays at 2 and 6:30 p.m.

The first film will be The King’s
Speech, an award-winning English-
language film that runs 119 minutes.
It depicts the struggle of Great
Britain’s King George VI, with the
help of his wife, to overcome a stutter
that makes public speaking almost
impossible. Through a set of unex-
pected techniques and the couple’s
unlikely friendship with a failed ac-
tor, the monarch finally finds his voice
and leads his country through war.

Another English-language film, set
in South Africa and called White Wed-
ding, will be featured July 11. Run-
ning 101 minutes, it is a high-spir-
ited, modern-day road comedy about
love, commitment, friendship and the
unbelievable obstacles that can get in
the way of a fairy-tale ending.

Mademoiselle Chambon, a French
film that runs for 101 minutes, will be
shown on July 18. This love story
depicts a burly, happily married hous-
ing contractor who falls for his son’s
teacher, then struggles with his love
for his wife and for her. Mademoiselle
Chambon won the Cesar (the French
Oscar) for Best Adapted Screenplay.

Mao’s Last Dancer, an English-lan-
guage film set in China, will be shown
on August 1. Running 117 minutes,
this drama is based on the autobiogra-
phy by Li Cunxin. Plucked from a poor
village as a pre-teen and taken to Beijing
to study ballet, he later fell in love with
an American woman during a cultural
exchange visit to Texas, defected and
went on to perform as a principal dancer
for the Houston Ballet and as a princi-

pal artist with the Australian Ballet.
The Way Home, from Korea, will

be shown on August 8. Running 80
minutes, it depicts a city-raised young
boy who perceives that his mother
has abandoned him when she leaves
him with his grandmother in a remote
village while she looks for work.
When his mother finally returns for
him, he has become a different boy.

The final film in the series will be
shown on August 15 and is entitled The
Concert. A French film that runs 109
minutes, it brings to life the story of the
renowned conductor of the Bolshoi
orchestra. Fired 30 years earlier for
hiring Jewish musicians, he learns that
the Chatelet Theater in Paris has in-
vited the Bolshoi orchestra to play there.
He decides to gather together his former
musicians and perform in Paris in the
place of the current Bolshoi orchestra.

This film series is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register,
access wmlnj.org and click on Calen-
dar, or call (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion no. 7951.

Oasis to Begin Series
On Conquering Past
MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-

Church-NJ.com, a new contempo-
rary Christian church that meets on
Sundays at 11 a.m. at 1180 Spruce
Drive in Mountainside, will start a
new teaching series this Sunday, June
12, called “Getting Past Your Past.”

According to Oasis Lead Pastor
David Butler, this series is relevant
for all people, but especially for
those burdened with past hurts,
shame, guilt or an overwhelming
sense of being a failure based on
past events.

“If you are the kind of person
who still struggles with what hap-
pened ‘back then,’ and its hindering
your enjoyment of life in the present,
then our new four-week series, ‘Get-
ting Past Your Past,’ will be very
relevant and helpful to you,” he
said. “Imagine what freedom you
could find by conquering your past
and laying those burdens down?”

This series will offer practical
tips on how to move past the past to
a brighter future. For more infor-
mation or directions, call (732) 406-
7821 or go to Oasis-Church-
NJ.com.

Oasis features a friendly, casual
environment, contemporary music
with a live band, a relevant talk
from the Bible on everyday issues,
some food and fellowship opportu-
nities.

Discussion to Address
Breast Cancer Survival

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
offer a group discussion, entitled
“Straight Talk about Survivorship,”
on Wednesday, June 14, at 8 p.m. at
the Main Y facility, located at 1340
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This program will address mind,
body and attitude regarding surviving
breast cancer. Lockey Maisonneuve,
a breast cancer survivor and personal
trainer, will bring together various
experts for this seminar. Those inter-
ested can register at the Front Desk.
For more information, call Sherri
Cognetti at (908) 889-8880 or e-mail
scognetti@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.

Roberta Parker


