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SCHLEWITT 3B, 2B; GESCHICKTER RBI 1B; BASILE 2B

Brewers Defeat Angels, 9-3,
In WF Int’l Baseball League

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Patience at the plate and crafty
base running provided the difference
in a 9-4 Brewers win over the Angels
in their final regular-season game at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June
1 before the Westfield International
League playoffs were to begin on
June 3.

In the five-inning game, the Brew-
ers amassed 13 walks, had one hit
batter and added four hits. The An-
gels also had four hits, three for extra
bases, but they could draw only three
walks from Brewer pitchers Ryan
Geschickter, Mark Daaleman and
Mike Hauge.

The Brewers plated three runs in
the top of the first inning. Danny
LaMastra (1-for-2, 2 runs scored, 4
stolen bases) began the attack with a
single to right field. After LaMastra
swiped second and third, Geschickter
slashed an RBI single to right. Jacob
Dayan and Andrew Park (1-for-1)
walked then Fran Alliegra reached
base safely as Geschickter scored.

Hauge added a bases-loaded RBI
walk.

The Angels answered with a pair of
runs in the bottom of the inning. Shea
Elliot reached first safely, darted to
second on Mike Juchnik’s grounder
and scored on Joseph San Grassimo’s
RBI single over second. Peyton
Schlewitt (2-for-2) hammered an RBI
triple to center. Jeff Hoens grounded
out to end the inning.

The Brewers extended their lead to
4-2 in the second inning when
Daalman walked, stole second and
scored on an errant throw. In the
bottom of the inning, Jonathan Stiles
reached first safely and Nathaniel
Reyes walked. Both stole a pair of
bases. Stiles scored on a throwing
error to make the score, 4-3. After
Robert Juchnik and Chris Culhane
made outs, Evan Schaefer walked
then Jack Mulvanerty made the third
out.

Dayan, Park and Alliegra walked
to start the third inning. Dayon scored
on a passed ball, upping the score to
5-3. Dylan Wagner laid down the first

of his two bunts, but the Angels failed
to score in the bottom of the third
when Matthew Manning’s grounder
to the mound was successfully
fielded.

The Brewers took advantage of
two walks, Matt Basile’s blistering
double to center, Park’s single and
Dayon’s RBI grounder to plate three
more runs in the fourth. Schlewitt
drilled a double in the Angels’ half of
the inning, but no one scored.

The ninth Brewers’ run came in the
fifth. Hauge took a fastball in the
thigh. Phil Lizzo and Paul Vernik
drew walks, and after Nick Youssef
made an out, Basile added an RBI
base-on-balls. The Angels scored their
final run when Stiles reached base
safely, stole two bases and scored on
Robert Juchnik’s long RBI double to
center.

“We have kids who play a lot of
different sports. We have kids who
are just here to have fun playing base-
ball. We are trying to teach them the
game. I don’t care about wins. We are

REILLY, THOMPSON, RIVERA LED IN BATTING AVG.

Raider Baseball Boys Finish
Competitive Season at 11-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One returning starter would have
alarmed most teams, and it may have
caused some concern in the minds of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team’s coaches, but
this year’s Raiders managed to be
quite competitive and finished with
an 11-11 record.

“We came in with one returning
starter. We knew we were going to be
inexperienced, but we had some tal-
ent with the seniors we did have on
the team. We played a lot of close
games. We had 11 loses. Seven of
them were to Cranford, GL [Gover-
nor Livingston] and Westfield who

were top-20 in the state,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock said.

As a matter of fact, the Raiders
nearly defeated Cranford in a 9-8
decision early in the season in a game
that had a grand slam home run from
senior Ryan Haggerty changed to a
three-run homer due to an appeal
play that suggested one of the players
missed touching the plate. Toward
the end of the season, the Raiders had
a big lead on Westfield until a huge
rally in the seventh inning turned it
into a loss.

“We came close to beating Cranford
one time. We came close to beating
Westfield one time. The first time we
played GL, it was 1-0,” Coach
Baylock said. “We had opportuni-
ties. I don’t know if it was just a lack
of experience down the stretch. Not
knowing how to close out. Not being
in that situation before.”

Senior shortstop Marcus Rivera,
the only returning starter, in 16 games,

had a .480 batting average (BA) with
19 runs scored and 16 RBI. He fin-
ished his varsity career second on the
all-time Raider hit list with 123 – Joe
D’Annunzio (SPF 2010) had 154
career hits. Rivera has been selected
to play in the North/South All-Star
Game.

“He played third as a freshman,
third as a junior and he played second
as a sophomore. What kind of hurt us,
Marcus had mono, and he missed
almost four weeks,” Coach Baylock
pointed put. “When he came back for
the county tournament, we got new
life. He was great with the glove. He
was swinging the bat, and recorded
his 100th [career] hit against Rahway.

In my eight years as coach, he is the
sixth person to do it, and he is second
on the list.”

Senior Sean Reilly proved invalu-
able, not only as a pitcher, but as a
formidable hitter. As the No. 1 pitcher,
he finished with a 4-5 record facing
the strongest teams’ ace pitchers. At
the plate, he led the team with 27 runs
scored and had 28 hits, which in-
cluded two home runs and three
triples, to amass a .444 BA.

“If you gave an MVP award, we
would give it to Sean this year. He
was by far our most valuable player
when he was on the mound or in the
lineup playing first. He worked hard
in the winter hitting the baseball.
Sean, from Day 1, started hitting the
ball. He left no doubt in our minds
that he was the guy to bat third in the
lineup,” Coach Baylock said.

Senior leadoff batter/centerfielder
Connor Thompson came in with a
.423 BA, leading the team with 30

hits, while smacking three home runs.
He also had 18 RBI and 17 runs
scored.

“He was penciled in as being one
of our starters as a sophomore, but he
broke his wrist snowboarding. He is
a kid who may be one of the best
athletes that we’ve ever had as far as
reading the balls off the bat, getting a
jump and getting to balls. He worked
hard in the winter, and it paid off,
because he had an unbelievable year
hitting the baseball,” Coach Baylock
said.

Haggerty provided power with four
home runs and two triples, and led
the team with 24 RBI to finish with a
.357 BA.

“Ryan [Haggerty] is a kid who is
going to go on and play at
Elizabethtown next year in college.
Unfortunately, he was playing be-
hind Ricky Shevlin and Joe
D’Annunzio [last year]. It’s kind of
hard to break into the lineup when
you have those guys in front of you.
He made the most of his one year
with us,” Coach Baylock said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD BASE…Brewer Jacob Dayan, right, watches the ball skip in front of Angels’ third baseman
Joseph San Grassimo as he attempts to steal third in the third inning at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD EAST

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1PM~4PM

521 TOPPING HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD

Extensively renovated Center Hall Colonial in prestigious Wychwood neighborhood of Westfield offers stunning architecture 
and quality craftsmanship throughout its 4 bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms.  The charm of yesteryear is cleverly combined w/all of 
today’s amenities & conveniences offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Kitchen with center island, adjacent Family Room 
w/fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite w/luxurious bath, 2 fireplaces and second floor laundry.   

                                                                                                            Newly repositioned to $1,199,900
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David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A CLOSE PLAY AT SECOND BASE…Raider shortstop Frank Degnan attempts to put the tag on Cranford Cougar Sean
Feeney, No. 20, as he steals second base during the Union County semifinals in Elizabeth.


