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Blue Devils Top P. Amboy for Section Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Burn Red Devils in Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the fourth inning.
“I told them, ‘some of you guys

haven’t played a lot this year, but you
are always ready to work your tail off
practicing.’ And that makes a team,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster
said.

Blue Devil pitcher Matt Rivera
managed to spread out eight Red Devil
hits, while allowing three walks (one
intentional). And just like he did in a
10-0, Blue Devil victory over
Cranford on the first game played at
the field under the name of Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field, he recorded no
strikeouts.

“That was one of my strategies.
Throw it low and get them to ground
out,” Rivera said.

The Red Devils scored their first
run in the third inning when Jeremy
Ake reached on an error, dashed to
third on Josh Ake’s double and scored
on a grounder to short. Their second
run came in the sixth on a fine hit-
and-run RBI double off the bat of
Geggie Russomagno.

“You can’t say enough about Matty
Rivera’s pitching performance. He
gave up a couple of hits. Their hit-
and-run that scored their second run
was as nice of a hit-and-run. That guy
hit a nice lined shot over the second
baseman’s head, but we just had
enough to edge it out again,” Coach
Brewster said.

“He always gets us out of jams and
pitches a great game,” Kerr added.

Centerfielder James O’Rourke, al-

ways on the likely hero chart, made a
spectacular, fully stretched, horizon-
tal-to-the-ground grab of a shot in the
gap to prevent, perhaps, two addi-
tional Red Devil runs in the third
inning.

“He has been as good a centerfielder
as we have seen in a while. The guy
knows one speed. That’s full speed,”
Coach Brewster said.

“That was incredible! It was such a
morale booster. A full out dive that
ended the inning,” commented Rivera.

The Red Devils brought in left-
handed submarine pitcher Steven
Rasile to relieve starter Greg Scassera
in the fifth inning. He confused the
Blue Devils for two innings until the
bottom of the seventh when likely
hero Tim Younger stepped to the plate
and wiggled a leadoff single up the
middle. O’Rourke followed with a
perfectly executed bunt single to set
the table for Murray and Kerr.

“His whole job was to get on then
James’ job was to move him over, so
that we had an opportunity for 3
[Murray] and 4 [Kerr] to knock them
in. James laid down an absolutely

perfect bunt,” Coach Brewster said.
“Our kids don’t panic. Hunterdon
Central is a darn good team and our
guys came through.”

“His leadoff single saved our rally,”
Kerr, who finished 2-for-2, said. As to
O’Rourke’s bunt single, he added, “It
couldn’t have gone any better than
that.”

Murray hopped a single off the tip
of the third baseman’s glove and
Younger scooted home to tie the score.
Kerr followed with a bad-hop single
past first to score O’Rourke with the
winning run.

“Kerr looked good today. He got a
good piece of the ball in the fifth
inning too. He’s a great hitter. One of
the best hitters in the state! That’s
what he does,” Murray said.

“We go up there and swing like it’s
our last swing. It’s worked the past
three games, so let’s keep it going,”
Kerr said.

Rasile’s submarine tactics did, how-
ever, force the Blue Devils to take a
much keener notice.

“Over the summer, I faced him
once, and he struck me out, but I
guess I got on him today,” Kerr said.
“It’s hard to pick up. The ball comes
up from the ground. It’s hard to read
it out of his hand.”

“You never face a guy like him. You
can’t find any like him around. He
knew what he was doing. We got to
him in the end, but he was good,”
Murray said.

The Blue Devils advanced to face
host Perth Amboy for the sectional
title on June 3. The last time the Blue
Devils won a sectional title was in
1988.

“We have had a good winning
streak. Hopefully, we can get the
championship,” Rivera said.

“It’s been a while, so hopefully we
can get through Friday and win the
section,” Kerr said.

“We are on quite a run right now, so
we just have to keep it going. We will
see what happens on Friday,” Coach
Brewster said.
Hunt. Central 001 001 0 2
Westfield 001 000 2 3

on May 31, and Jon Gribbin replaced
him in leftfield, while James Barry
moved to the No. 5 spot in the batting
order.

Gribbon pulled out the hammer
and went 3-for-4 with two doubles
and three RBI against Panther ace
pitcher Emilio Calderon, who came
into the game with an 11-1 record.
His RBI single capped a two-run sec-
ond inning, which gave the Blue Dev-
ils a 2-0 lead. Barry had a double in
the inning and added an RBI single in
the seventh.

The 22-5 Panthers had some he-
roes of their own, and it showed when
their No. 8 & 9 hitters, Luis Marte and
Abner Rodriguez, rapped a respec-
tive RBI single and RBI triple in the
bottom of the fourth inning to give
Perth Amboy a 3-2 lead.

Gribbin ripped a leadoff double in
the fifth and scored on James
O’Rourke’s single to right field to tie
the score, but Carlos Done put the
Panthers back on top with an RBI
double to right in the bottom of the
inning. During that inning, O’Rourke
gave fans and teammates a scare when
he injured his shoulder while diving
back to first base during a pickoff
attempt.

“I dove back into first and jammed
it into the base. I moved it a little bit
to make sure it was alright,” O’Rourke
said.

In the sixth, the seesaw shifted to
the Blue Devils’ side. Danny Kerr

whacked a leadoff double to left. Steve
Forgash (2 runs scored) and Brett
Ryan both walked, and Gribbon
drilled a two-run double down the
leftfield line to put Westfield in front,
5-4.

“The wind was blowing in a little
bit, so I hung it up. When you see that
coming, you got to swing at it. I loved
it,” said Gribbin, who added, “I have
been sitting on the bench. I have been
itching to get in, and finally when my
number was called, I was ready, and
I did my job.”

In the bottom of the sixth, Marte,
who finished 3-for-3, hopped a lead-
off single. Blue Devil starting pitcher
Justin White was showing signs of
tiring and walked three batters, al-
lowing Marte to score the tying run
with two men out. Mike Mondon
relieved and struck out the next bat-
ter.

O’Rouke led off the seventh with a
single to right-center. AJ Murray (2-
for-4) ripped a hard single to left.
Kerr walked to load the bases, and
Barry wiggled an infield RBI single.

“I was looking to put it into play
and let the 3-4 hitters behind me do
the rest. Everyone else did a great job
after that,” O’Rourke said.

The stage was now set for the most
dramatic play of the game. With
Murray on third, Will Riggs took a 0-
2 count and laid down a suicide
squeeze. Murray charged home and
scored, making the score, 7-5. Next,
Steve Forgash’s grounder baffled
shortstop Fernando Rosa, and two
more Blue Devils scored.

“It was 0-2. I did not expect that
call at all. I thought Brew was kind of
crazy for thinking that, but that’s what
we have to do to get wins. It was a
high pitch. It was a high fastball. I just
tried to angle the bat to get it down on
the ground to score the run. I knew I
had a job to do, and I tried to do it,”

Riggs explained.
“I was just hoping he got the ball

down. I didn’t want to get tagged out
and look like a fool in front of every-
one. Brew made a gutsy call. Luckily,
it worked out for us,” Murray said.

“I have always loved the suicide in
the right situation. The whole thing
was we needed to get another insur-
ance run. We almost put it on the pitch
after that for the next batter, but I said
it a little too loud and the third baseman
went to the pitcher and said some-
thing. My high school coach [Norm
Khoury] would always say, ‘If we
have the bases loaded and nobody
out, we are getting three runs home
on two bunts.’ With a lefty pitcher, as
soon as he lifts his leg up, he is blind
to the runner, and AJ is barreling. All
we had to do was get the ball down.
We did it,” Brewster said.

The Blue Devils’ four-run burst
proved to be necessary. With one run-
ner on and two outs, Rodriguez blasted
a two-run home run over the right
field fence to tighten the score, 9-7.
Mondon hit the next batter, putting
the tying run at the plate. Zach
Archembault relieved Mondon and
got the final batter to ground out.

“It’s an amazing feeling. I never
felt this before. It’s not over. We have
a game Tuesday, but whoever it is, we
will be ready for them,” O’Rourke
said.

“It’s unbelievable. I don’t even
know what to say. We are not done
yet. We have two more games left,”
Kerr said.

“It feels really good. We knew com-
ing into this season that we were a
really good team, and it was a special
season. We played the way we were
capable of, and we did all we could to
win,” Riggs said

“We have a bigger goal ahead of us
now. This is great, but come Tuesday,
we have a new beast ahead of us,”
Murray said.
Westfield 020 012 4 9
Perth Amboy 000 311 2 7

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager
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WESTFIELD $1,099,000
New Construction-3000sf Col to be built-
5BRs, 2.2 baths, 2fpls, 2car gar, Gourmet kit,
Beautiful bths, Lrg 59x178 lot. MLS 2829296

WESTFIELD $1,075,000
Gracious CH Col-5BR,3+Updtd Bths, Gourmet
EIK w/top applncs,1st Flr FR Add, Prvt Yard,
Close to all schls, Pristine Cond! MLS 2858476

SCOTCH PLAINS $849,000
Stunning 5BR, 3 1/2 bath Colonial, Large EIK,
HWF, Family Rm, Formal Living/Dining Rm,
Large Mstr suite, Corner lot.    MLS 2852928

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,999
Custom renovated Expanded Ranch with 4BR, 3
full & 2 half baths. Great flow, Inground pool, Large
deck, Resort-like living. MLS 2858816

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,000
Chic & stylish home, 4BR, 2 1/2 bath, Spacious
rms, great flow, tasteful updates, Stunning
prprty, picturesque location. MLS 2842875

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
Your Own Retreat! 4BR, 2.1 bath Col w/ heat-
ed in-grnd pool & newly fin bsmt. Impeccably
maintained. A must see!             MLS 2860658

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,000
Spacious 4BR, 4 bath Expanded Ranch on
almost an acre of property, Sunny rooms,
Beautiful yard with pool. MLS 2854667

SCOTCH PLAINS $529,000
One flr living at its best, Recently updtd 3/4BR
Ranch, 2 1/2 bath on prof lndscpd prop, HWF,
bright rms, many cust touches. MLS 2862543

WESTFIELD $479,000
Charming Col. in move-in condition, brick fplc
in LR, DR, den, 3BRs, 2baths, 2 car garage.
Close to school & transp. MLS 2838920

WESTFIELD $469,000
Charming Cape, 4BRs, 2 1/2 baths, beautifully
maintained, HWF, EIK, lrg corner prprty, con-
venient location. A must see!   MLS 2855380

WESTFIELD $385,000
Charming home w/spacious rooms, many
updates, beautiful yard w/patio, hrdwd flrs, kit
w/brkfst area, fin bsmt & more. MLS 2859459

NORTH PLAINFIELD $349,900
Beautiful 13 rm Victorian w/3 levels, 1st Fl apt
- Original woodwork, Stained glass windows,
Historic - A must see! MLS 2854712
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

The Fun of Soccer is for children age 4 to 6 years old. 

The In-town program is for children entering 1st - 4th grades.

The Intercounty program is for rising 5th-12th graders.

On-line registration and program information is available 
at www.westfieldnjsoccer.com

Westfield Soccer Association
Register Now for Fall 2011 Season

(Fun of Soccer, In-town & Intercounty Programs)

See More Baseball Photos – goleader.com –  Click
***** “Online Cranford Sports” – Page 3 *****

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MASTER OF THE BUNT…Blue Devil Steve Forgash lays down a bunt in the second inning against the Panthers. Will
Riggs, however, laid down the “deadliest” bunt with a successful suicide squeeze in the seventh inning.
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Westfield Beats Morris Knolls

In Eight Innings, 8-5, in the
Group 4 Semifinal Round

At Kean University on June 7
See Full Story in June 16 Issue

Of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times newspapers
***********


