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New Jersey Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony Sunday Night

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce – Be A Leader

By Ron Shovlin
Vice-President, WACC Board of Directors

How is your business doing? Are you
making all the connections you need to
succeed in this economy? Have you tried
everything? Networking and comparing
notes with other local business owners
and professionals can give you another
perspective!

The Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce has been servicing the local com-
munity since 1948. The Chamber has
served the communities of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains
and Westfield and their respective mem-
bers through the volunteer efforts of local
business and professional people. The
Chamber has been growing stronger over
the last few years due to the dedication of
its members. Over 70 new companies
have joined in the last year!

What does the Chamber do? Primarily,
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce provides a necessary forum for the
exchange of ideas and information among
local business people in retailing, service
and the professions. It administers an on-
going schedule of programs, projects and
meetings designed to keep local business
people in contact with one another and
with the needs of the business commu-
nity. The Chamber monitors local devel-
opments and regulation, keeps in regular
contact with town officials and local leg-
islators, and informs members on issues
that affect business.

The Chamber represents both its indi-
vidual members and the business com-
munity as a whole and acts on their be-
half. The Chamber builds good relation-
ships between business people and the
larger community by working in coali-
tion with other town groups on charitable
projects and civic events.

The Chamber provides many network-
ing events throughout the year, from edu-
cational talks such as “lunch-n-learns,”
breakfast events and networking events
that bring together over 100 people. These
are all great opportunities to get out there
and make those connections that we all
need to build greater customer relations
and strong community ties.

Help yourself! The best way to make
change is to get involved, ask questions,
and contribute your new ideas. There is a
lot to be said about hearing what others
are doing and have done. The reason our
community continues to grow is because
we have many people who get involved.
If you are interested in joining the cham-
ber or would like to attend one of our
future events visit
www.westfieldareachamber.com. The
Chamber office is located at 173 Elm St.
(3rd floor) in Westfield. You can also
reach us at (908) 233-3021.

Ron Shovlin is the Vice-Chairman of
the Board of Directors for the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and owner
of The Mattress Factory in Fanwood.

By Tom Murro
NEWARK – A red carpet in New-

ark, who would have ever thought??
Among those in attendance – A

very old former Gov of New Jersey
Brendan Byrne who seemed to take a
real liking to Mrs. N.J. – during our
picture his wife hurried him along.
Former Governor Tom Kean was there
and so were a very gracious Gover-
nor Chris Christie with his beautiful
family-wife Mary Pat and two daugh-
ters Sarah and Bridget.

My date for the night (Mrs. N.J.,
Claire Pavlinec) and I were seated for
dinner and drinks with the legendary
“man on the moon” and Dancing
with the Stars, Buzz Aldrin; after the
event, he was wearing three Omega
watches like the one he wore on the
moon. I’m pretty sure he was the only

guy in Newark that night to ever walk
on the moon. He was also wearing
crystal beads that he told me he wears
to ward away evil spirits.

CNN anchor Susan Hendricks
asked Buzz Aldrin, “Buzz, do you
think NASA could send Snooki back
to outer space?” Buzz replied ,“I
know a few people in Washington,
maybe we can do something about
it.”

Joe Piscopo – The poster child for
N.J., still quoting Sinatra in every
sentence. During our picture  together
he said, “Like Sinatra would say, let’s
put the pretty lady in the middle.”

Sopranos star Vince Curatola
shared his love for New Jersey with
the audience, mentioning how his So-
pranos character was murdered in
Upper Montclair. He also tried his

hand at telling jokes. Co-presenter,
writer Harlan Coban, stood next to
him saying, “You may have been
murdered in Upper Montclair but you
died here tonight in Newark.”

Inductee Queen Latifah, born in
Newark and raised in East Orange,
said New Jersey let her develop into
the person she is through failure and
success.

“I think that’s one thing I learned in
New Jersey – how to be fearless. I’m
from Newark, I told you,” she said.

Football legend Franco Harris was
speaking when the announcer’s voice
interrupted claiming to be “God.”
There was a special guest Harris
would want to speak with, God said.
Out walked the honoree’s college
football coach, Penn State’s Joe
Paterno.

“All I want to say is you’re honor-
ing a great human being. He was all
right as a football player,” Paterno
said.

Harry Carson said last night, “You
have to be tough” to be from New
Jersey, who introduced inductee Joe
Theismann. “If somebody gives you
the finger, you have to give it back.”

There were other special guests at
ceremony, including former New York
Mayor Rudy Giuliani and New York
Jets hero Joe Namath. There were
performances by Southside Johnny
and Motown stars The Shirelles
among others.

Pictured above, from left to right,
are: Tom Murro, Claire Pavlinec and
The Shirelles; Gov. Tom Kean and
Mrs. N.J., Gov. Christie and family,
Buzz Aldrin and Joe Piscopo.

Bills Target State
Double-Dip Loophole
TRENTON — Legislation sponsored

by Senator Steve Oroho (R-Sussex) to
prohibit the practice of elected officials
taking their pension, while continuing to
receive their salary in elected office from
which they retired was passed by the
Senate Budget Committee on Monday.

“The law as it currently stands invites
public officials, some of whom collect
six-figure taxpayer paid salaries for their
service, to game the system and collect
two public checks at the same time. This
amounts to a serious breach of the public
trust,” Sen. Oroho stated. “Public service
should be about getting something ac-
complished for the people you serve, not
taking as much from the public treasury
as you can.”

Senate bills 346 and 1875 apply to
elected officials currently enrolled in ei-
ther the Police and Fireman’s Retirement
System (PFRS) and Public Employee
Retirement System (PERS).

“Special loopholes available for elected
officials is wrong and it certainly affects
our residents’ negative view of all elected
officials,”Sen.  Oroho continued. “These
bills would end an unacceptable practice
that exploits taxpayer dollars and risks
the retirement future of rank and file
public employees.”


