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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Franklin School
Fundraiser Tops $35K
We would like to thank you for

your generous donation to our “Field
of Dreams” fundraiser.

Your donation helped us to raise
over $35,000 for the new Franklin
School “Field of Dreams” play-
ground. This playground will greatly
enhance Franklin’s outdoor play-
ground, field areas, and the greater
Westfield community and many lo-
cal as well as national businesses.

We hope the event provides con-
tinued exposure for your business.
Franklin School recognized all con-
tributors in our event program and
artfully displayed your donation, in-
cluding a beautiful sign describing
the donation. Please be reminded that
since the Franklin PTO is a registered
501(c)(3) organization, your dona-
tion qualifies as a charitable contri-
bution and is tax-deductible.

Thank you again for your support
of this important event. Your dona-
tion will make a difference to the
Franklin School and the children!

Rena Baretz
Franklin Event Chair, Westfield

Tree Limb Obscures Stop Sign in
Westfield Creating Hazard

Magazine Ratings of High Schools
Gets Another Look by Westfielder

When Did Girl Scouts
Last March?

In Lisa Hagen’s article on the
Westfield Memorial Day parade,
Michelle Monaghan was in error
when she said, “This is the second
year Mountainside Girl Scouts have
marched in this parade,” since in the
late 1940s I was a Mountainside Girl
Scout and regularly marched in the
parade in the mid 1940s. A correction
is in order.

Feedback

Last Week’s ‘Peek In Politics’ Article Is
Misleading About CWA Workers

Scotch Plains Democratic Municipal
Budget Discussions Are Amusing

Big Hearts In Garwood
Only 27 Percent?

We Garwoodians like to call our-
selves ‘‘The small town with a big
heart,” but I think that in at least one
situation we overrate ourselves. I was
extremely disappointed to read in the
First Aid Squad’s recent fundraising
drive letter that only 27 percent of
Garwood residents responded to last
year’s fund drive. Really? Aren’t our
hearts a little bigger than that? We
never know when we might need the
squad, and they are always there to
support us. Can’t we support them a
little more?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Can Union County Freeholders
Trademark Public Property?

Stubbornly claiming that their seal
can be trademarked is a symptom of
the hubris infesting Union County
government.

Of course a government insignia
can’t be trademarked. The county
was told so when their application
was denied by the USPTO on Octo-
ber 18, 2010.

The claim by First Deputy County
Counsel Norman W. Albert in a letter
of April 21, 2011 that the seal was
“trademarked under federal law” was
a willful lie. This is hardly the first
instance of the county getting the
legal opinion they dictated.

In June 2009, the county counsel
sat silently as a freeholder denied a
citizen’s First Amendment right to
speak about the number of family
members that a freeholder had on the
county payroll only to have to apolo-
gize when the ACLU got involved.

After a Summit councilman sug-
gested that the county reduce their
Open Space tax this year he was told

that it would take a referendum even
though every other county had either
reduced or discussed reducing that
tax without one.

In the 2011 budget, $2.35 million
was appropriated from the Open
Space trust fund to pay operating
expenses for properties not purchased
through that fund, a clear violation of
the intent of that law.

All these instances represent ac-
tions taken for the convenience or
pleasure of the freeholders and their
vested interests with no concern for
any legality beyond their own ken.
Whether it be to free up money to
expand Musicfest, create work for
connected legal firms, or simply to
harass Tina Renna for the fun of it the
Union County hierarchy exhibits a
disdain for the rule of law, both legis-
lated and natural, that is striking,
even by New Jersey standards.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Recently, Dr. Dolan [Westfield
School Superintendent Margaret
Dolan] responded to criticism that
Westfield High School continues to
drop in New Jersey Monthly’s High
School Rankings report. Citing data
showing that Westfield is outperform-
ing Cranford and Summit in terms of
SAT scores, percentage of students
achieving advanced proficiency on
the HSPA, and percentage of AP test
takers scoring 3 or greater, Dr. Dolan
concluded that academic achievement
must not be a primary criterion in the
rankings.

However, a review of New Jersey
Monthly’s high school rankings meth-
odology report suggests otherwise. A
school’s final ranking is calculated
by adding together scores in three
areas:

(1) school environment (average
class size; student-faculty ratio; stu-

dent-computer ratio; percentage of
faculty with advanced degrees; and
number of AP tests offered).

(2) student performance (SAT
score, AP scores, and percentage of
students scoring advanced profi-
ciency on HSPA).

(3) student outcomes (a single com-
bined score of graduation rate multi-
plied by the percentage of graduates
going on to post-secondary educa-
tion).

Clearly academic achievement
(termed “student performance”
above) is a major factor in the
rankings. Let’s face the facts — if
Westfield is outperforming Cranford
and Summit in terms of student per-
formance, then we must be falling
short in school environment and/or
student outcomes.

Diane Cardenas Elliott
Westfield

Regarding the “Peek at the Week
In Politics” column of June 2, 2011;
I would like to clarify a statement that
I believe was misleading. New Jersey
state employees represented by the
Communication Workers of America
currently are charged 1.5 percent of
their pay for their health insurance,
not 1.5 percent of the cost of the
insurance.

The amount paid by employees as
a group is much more than 1.5 per-
cent of the cost. The CWA negotiat-
ing team has proposed a contribution
structure for the next contract that
would increase the employees share
as a whole and save the state about 20
percent of the cost or a little more.

Edith Konopka
Westfield

I am writing all of you to beware of
a potentially dangerous situation if
you drive in town.

If a driver comes from Central
Avenue onto Washington Street and
crosses Carleton Road, there is a stop
sign at that intersection. Of course
you will not see that sign. There is a
large tree branch covering it. In the
past two weeks, cars have driven right
across Carleton without stopping.
These cars had mothers with children

in them. I can only hope something is
done very soon.

I contacted the traffic department
and the branch remains. I contacted
my councilman and he replied that he
would see what can be done because
it has been like that for years. For
years? Is he kidding? Why can’t a
branch be cut from obstructing a stop
sign?

Richard Dobra
Westfield

I would like to respond to Mr.
Beckerman’s letter to the editor (June
2, 2011) about the Scotch Plains bud-
get.

Mr. Beckerman claimed that the
presence of former Mayor Martin
Marks and myself (Republican chair
and former mayor) got up and at-
tempted to preemptively shut down
any meaningful discussion. If Mr.
Beckerman had been there, he would
have seen we got up to speak late in
the meeting, and much discussion
had already occurred and more took
place afterwards.

It is not unusual for me to attend a
budget hearing. I have been at the last
25 of them, more than anyone else in
the room. I served on the Scotch
Plains Council for 10 years and Mayor
Marks served for 12 years. Either one
of us had more municipal budget
experience than anyone on the coun-
cil. In addition, I spent 15 years as a
corporate chief financial officer. That
experience helped me take the lead
on the budget in the 10 years I served
on the council.

My comments were simply to thank
the entire council on all the hard work
they had done on the budget. My
comments nor Mayor Marks’ com-
ments had nothing to do with putting
in a fix. We are always there.

It is easy for the minority to take
pot shots at the majority. You can
always claim that you could have

made the tax lower. There is no risk,
since you know your ideas will not be
accepted anyway. Most of the ideas
presented were irresponsible. Using
the entire surplus always sounds at-
tractive, but in reality, I have seen this
done in many towns, and even once in
Scotch Plains. It invariably backfires
and within a year or two; you end up
with a massive tax increase to make
up the difference plus catch up.

I was particularly amused by the
suggestion of the Democrats to use
the sewer surplus to reduce the mu-
nicipal tax. Just the last week Mr.
Beckerman had argued the sewer sur-
plus should go back to the people
who had paid the sewer tax. Now Mr.
Marcus and Mr. Glover did not seem
to care about the business property
owners who had paid this tax; they
wanted to use their money to make a
political point.

As far as suggestions Mr. Marcus
or Mr. Glover may have had in the
conference meeting before the bud-
get hearing, why did they not make
these recommendations during the
months of budget negotiations, or at
least before the budget was intro-
duced a month before the hearing.

Mr. Beckerman’s last point is that
the council should have tabled the
vote until the council got more input.
The only people who want more time
are the losers. In fact, the budget
process takes place over several
months and includes conference
meetings, special budget hearings,
meetings with department heads and
more. Almost all of these meetings
are open to the public. If you want
budget information earlier than the
public hearing, it is available in many
forms. You do not need more time;
you need to be paying attention ear-
lier.

Bill McClintock
Scotch Plains Republican Chair

Taxpayer Dollars Used
In Election Newspaper

The Union County Directions is
arriving in mailboxes, so there must
be an Election Day coming up June 4,
2011.

Senator Raymond Lesniak is at the
top of the ticket on Column A for this
upcoming Tuesday Primary Election.
Therefore the UC Directions news-
paper, which is totally funded by tax-
payer dollars under the cover of the
non-profit Union County Alliance and
costs approximately $50,000, fea-
tured Lesniak on page one – along
with his running mates.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cumshaw – A tip or gratuity
2. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh
3. Philter – A love potion
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHEELITE
1. A catfish native to the River Nile
2. A diagrammatic representation of

something; a summary; a scheme; an
outline

3. A radical sect of Moslem
4. Calcium tungstate

INQUINATION
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. Bizarre; strange behavior
3. The act of defiling; corruption
4. A tendancy or leaning

YAULD
1. To pull back or retreat suddenly
2. Active, vigorous
3. Elderly, worn out
4. Breaking out in blisters

TOVARISCH
1. Unspoken; unthinkable
2. Comrade in the Soviet Union
3. A large cape, or short, full cloak

worn in the first half of the nineteenth
century

4. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-
son

Westfield Pays $40.7 Million Per Year For U.S. National Debt
The current U.S. National Debt is

over $14.3 trillion and the interest
paid last year on this debt was about
$414 billion. The U.S. has a popula-
tion of 310 million and 115 million
households. This averages out to
about $3,600 per household for the

interest payment in fiscal year 2010.
Westfield has some 11,000 house-

holds so the total payment last year,
just for interest on the national debt,
from Westfield residents was
$40,700,000. What if this money
stayed in the local economy? What

could it do for the community? Could
it fund a new high school or a youth
center? How many new teachers could
be hired?

Where will this end?
John Shanebrook

Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Why Not Eliminate All New Jersey
Primaries to Really Save Money

In June 2005 New Jersey state lawmakers opted to
add a separate Presidential Primary Election in the
hope that the Garden State would be able to play an
important role in the selections of Presidential can-
didates by the Democratic and Republican Parties.
Now, after holding one Presidential Primary in 2008,
the Legislature is one full State Senate vote and a
signature of the Governor away from eliminating
this separate election.

Supporters have said eliminating the extra elec-
tion would save $11 million in the costs that are
borne mostly by counties whose clerks run the
elections. Senator Donald Norcross (D-5, Camden),
who is sponsoring the bill (S-2883/A-3777), has
called the change a “no-brainer.” Election costs
include the printing of election and mail-in ballots,
transporting voting machines to and from election
polls, and paying poll workers $200 for a 15-hour
day. Interesting that cost of this extra election was
never raised when the additional election date was
created.

The problem in New Jersey is that we have too
many elections – School Board, Primary, General
Election, as well as non-partisan races held in May
in only a handful of towns as well special school
referendum votes that, for whatever reason, are not
included on school election ballots in April. In our
opinion, the state needs to combine and eliminate
election dates to save money and increase voter
turnout at the same time. In addition, voting in New
Jersey needs to become more meaningful. Every-
thing is so carved up and locked up by those in power
that the game is mostly over before being presented
to the voters for a decision.

In supporting the initial move for a separate Presi-
dential Election in New Jersey, Senator Dick Codey
(D-27, Verona) said “the change (to February) seeks
to preserve New Jersey’s influence in the Presiden-
tial Primary process as other states try to move their
Primaries and Caucuses earlier in the year” and that

New Jerseyans had donated $15 million to Presiden-
tial candidates in 2004 only to have the Republican
and Democrat nominations for President sewn up.

Senator Nick Scutari (D-22, Linden) said that
“open elections are the bedrock of our democracy
and now more New Jerseyans than ever can come out
and take part” in the Presidential Primary.

Well Sen. Scutari is not entirely correct. To vote in
a New Jersey Primary, voters must either be regis-
tered Democrats or Republicans, or be willing be-
come affiliated upon casting their vote in the Pri-
mary.

According to election records on the Union County
Clerk’s website, in 2008, 100,000 of the county’s
121,000 party voters participated in the Presidential
Primary – 85,000 Democrats and 36,000 Republi-
cans. Non-party affiliated voters are not allowed to
vote in the Primary. The excitement of the Primary
battle between Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama
drove many unaffiliated voters to register as Demo-
crats so as to be able to vote in that Primary. Currently
in Union County with a population of 520,000, there
are 287,000 registered voters – 124,000 unaffiliated,
119,000 Democrats and 44,000 Republicans.

If lawmakers want to really save money, eliminate
the primary altogether and just allow all candidates
on the November ballot. Let voters, and not political
insiders, decide the winners.

We’re certainly not against voting but we are
concerned that the Primary Election system disen-
franchises the majority of the voters in this state
while perpetuating the power bosses and those living
off the dole.

This could be a good start in straightening out the
mess we’re in along with term limits, bans on hold-
ing more than one public position and pay-as-you-
go for your own pension.

As former Governor Jon Corzine said, “Pigs fly
over the Statehouse.” We’re not naive enough to
believe this will stop anytime soon.


