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Great rates.
FDIC insured. 
Did we mention great rates?

12-month CD

for balances of $25,000 or more

METLIFE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT WITH: 

• A fixed rate for the term of the CD

• Choice of a traditional CD or  

 Individual Retirement Account CD

•  The security of FDIC insurance**

•  Free Identity Theft Resolution Services†

All from a bank with a name you can trust.

To take advantage of this great rate, open an account online

at www.metlifebank.com or call 1-800-753-6561

Mention special code: SNOOPY27

*Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective as of 5/9/11 and subject to change at any time without notice. The minimum balance required to earn the advertised APY is $25,000 and must be deposited in a 
single transaction and must come from a source other than MetLife Bank. Accounts with balances from $2,000.00 up to $14,999.99 earn 0.90% APY, balances of $15,000.00 up to $24,999.99 earn 1.10% 
APY, balances of $25,000.00 up to $49,999.99 earn 1.30% APY, balances of $50,000.00 up to $99,999.99 earn 1.30% APY and balances of $100,000.00 and more earn 1.30% APY. The minimum balance 
to open a CD is $2,000.00. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. IRA CDs cannot be applied for online. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the 
base rate of interest in effect at that time. Visit www.metlifebank.com for current rates, terms and account requirements. Rates apply to personal accounts only.
**FDIC insurance up to $250,000 per depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category.
†Identity Theft Resolution Services are provided by Identity Theft 911®.
Deposit products and services provided by MetLife Bank, N.A., Member FDIC.
© 2011 METLIFE, INC. L0511179829[exp0512][All States][DC] © 2010 PNTS
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Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Courtesy of Steve Glazer, Westfield Historical Society
CIVIL WAR HISTORY..A statue honoring those who gave their lives in the
American Civil War stands in Fairview Cemetery as the nation commemorates
the 150th anniversary of the start of the great conflict.

Westfield Was Site of Early
Civil War Casualty

Editor’s Note: The following ar-
ticle was based on a story appearing
in a book recently published by the
New Jersey Civil War 150th Anniver-
sary Committee, New Jersey’s Civil
War Odyssey, available at
www.njcivilwar.org.

WESTFIELD -- The Civil War be-
gan on April 12, 1861 with the Con-
federate firing on Fort Sumter. Fed-
eral forces surrendered two days later.
No American lives were lost during
the bombardment of the South Caro-
lina fort and the war was fought far
from New Jersey, so it may be sur-
prising to learn that one of the war’s
earliest casualties was here in
Westfield.

After the events in the South, newly
inaugurated President Abraham Lin-
coln called for 75,000 volunteer troops
for 90 days to preserve the Union.
Men from all over the Northeast
formed and joined regiments to serve
their country. A New Hampshire man
named Charles Webster Walker en-
listed with the Goodwin Rifles of the
2nd New Hampshire Infantry regi-
ment and headed off to join in the great
struggle. He never made it.

After being celebrated in Boston
and New York, the regiment took a
steamboat to Elizabeth, New Jersey.
There the men were loaded onto trains
to travel to Washington, D.C. Unfor-
tunately, they were loaded onto open
gravel cars rather than passenger cars.
They were traveling through the
Westfield train station late in the
evening of June 21 and Walker, who
had been elected to the rank of lieu-

tenant, spotted some of his men be-
having recklessly and went to ad-
monish them. Just then, the train
lurched forward, Walker fell and the
wheels of the cars rolled over his
legs, gravely wounding him. He was
taken to the next stop, Plainfield, and
died shortly afterwards, on June 22,
1861, exactly 150 years ago this
month.

When Walker’s body was returned
to New Hampshire, there was a huge
funeral for its native son, the first
from the state to die in the nation’s
Civil War. His body lay in state in the
capital of Concord. Businesses and
government closed for the day and
flags flew at half-mast. The first ma-
jor battle of the war was fought at
Bull Run in Virginia in July 1861
when Lt. Walker’s regiment lost many
more men. After that, deaths became
commonplace and such large shows
of grief impossible. By its close, more
than 620,000 Americans had died in
the conflict.

It is now the sesquicentennial of
the Civil War and Lt. Walker’s death.
The New Jersey Civil War 150th
Anniversary Committee has been
established to help increase aware-
ness and accurate recognition of the
sacrifices and contributions of the
people of New Jersey during this
defining time in American History.

For more information about how to
help research our area’s role in the
Civil War, please contact the Westfield
Historical Society at
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.com
or call (908) 654-1794.

Forum to be Held June 15
On Municipal Consolidation
WESTFIELD – Westfield residents

are invited to an open forum on
Wednesday, June 15 at 7 p.m. to dis-
cuss how municipal consolidation
could provide tax relief.

The forum will be run by Gina
Genovese, a former mayor and coun-
cilwoman in Long Hill and now the
executive director of Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey. The program will
take place at 140 Central Avenue,
across from the Westfield Post Of-
fice. Ms. Genovese has presented
similar programs for Scotch Plains

and Fanwood.
“I knew public forums about mu-

nicipal consolidation had previously
been held in nearby towns,” said
Douglas Sheehan, a Westfield resi-
dent since 1987. “Given that fact —
not to mention the emphasis put on
studies of municipal consolidation
by the law Governor [Chris] Christie
recently signed — now is the perfect
time for residents of Westfield to learn
about the benefits of consolidation.”

At the forum Ms. Genovese will
introduce the second edition of “Cour-
age to Connect New Jersey Guide-
book: The Tools for Municipal Con-
solidation,” published this month. It
is a comprehensive manual that pro-
vides step-by step measures that resi-
dents and local officials could take to
form municipal consolidation study
commissions and, ultimately, con-
solidate communities.

“This is a crucial issue for the fi-
nancial well-being of Westfield resi-
dents and our community,” said Mr.
Sheehan, noting he hopes local and
state elected officials attend.

The program is free and open to
residents of Westfield and the sur-
rounding communities.

To learn more about Courage to
Connect New Jersey, visit
www.CourageToConnectNJ.org or e-
mail info@couragetoconnectnj.org.

Elimination of Pres. Primary Clears
Senate State Government Committee
TRENTON – Legislation that

would move New Jersey’s February
Presidential Primary Election back
to June to be held with the regular
partisan Primary Elections was ad-
vanced last Thursday by State Gov-
ernment, Wagering, Tourism and His-
toric Preservation Committee. The
bill was recently approved 76-0 by
the State Assembly.

The bill is Sponsored by Assembly
Democrats John Wisniewski (D-19,
Sayreville), the state’s Democratic
chairman, Assembly Majority Leader
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15, Tren-
ton), Assemblyman Thomas Giblin
(D-34, Clifton) and Majority Leader
Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union).

“When we first moved New
Jersey’s Presidential Primary up six
years ago, it was with the intent that
New Jersey be more than a fundraising
stopover for Presidential hopefuls,”
Asm. Wisniewski said.  “Moving the
Primary back to June just makes
sense, from both a relevance and eco-
nomic perspective.”

Under the legislation (A-3777),

New Jersey’s separate February Presi-
dential Primary would be eliminated
and returned to the regular June Pri-
mary Election as it was before 2005.

“This move is as much about cost
savings as it is about returning rel-
evance to New Jersey’s Presidential
Primary Election,” Asm. Cryan said.
“It costs between $8 to $12 million to
hold a separate Presidential Primary
in February, money that, in this eco-
nomic climate, could be put to much
better use than ensuring New
Jerseyans can pick their party’s can-
didate for President on the same day
as half the nation.”

Asw. Coleman added that moving
Primary back to June “ensures that if
there is another extended Presidential
Primary battle in the future New
Jerseyans will have a more significant
say in the outcome."

The measure now heads to the full
Senate for further consideration.
Should it receive Senate approval,
the bill will have to come back to the
Assembly for final concurrence be-
fore going to the governor.

FW Resident Assisting
In Tornado Claims

TRENTON – Fanwood resident
Mark Nussenfeld is among four staff
members from the New Jersey De-
partment of Banking and Insurance
working in Alabama this week as part
of a national volunteer effort to assist
residents who suffered damages from
tornadoes last month with filing in-
surance claims, Commissioner Tom
Considine said.

Staff members are working in
Alabama’s mobile service centers and
offer technical assistance to residents
filing insurance claims for damages
suffered from the tornadoes that
struck in April. Staff are working 12-
hour shifts for seven consecutive days.

GOP ‘Disappointed’ Oliver
Won’t Move Pension Reform

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce (R-26,
Whippany) and Conference Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) said
they were disappointed with a Star
Ledger story in which Assembly
Speaker Shelia Oliver (D-34, East
Orange) indicated that pension and
health benefit reforms would not
move forward without significant
support from her caucus. Speaker
Oliver has indicated without such
support, moving ahead with the long-
awaited reforms is not an option.

“The state’s pension and health
benefits systems face insolvency and
valuable time has been wasted over
the last several months. Taxpayers
deserve a plan, not further delays,”
Assemblyman DeCroce  said. “Re-
forming these systems means prop-
erty tax relief. Nothing is more im-
portant than that.”

“As Republicans stand ready to
work on legislation that delivers re-
lief to property taxpayers and helps
save the system for the plans’ partici-
pants, it is unfortunate the Assembly
Democrats can’t get on the same
page,” Asm. DeCroce said. “Our cau-
cus remains committed to supporting
a bill that brings meaningful change
to these programs which are on the
brink of collapse, but time is running
out.”

Governor Chris Christie and Sen-
ate President Steve Sweeney(D-3,
Gloucester)  have been meeting with
Speaker Oliver on a plan that ad-

dresses both the pension and
healthcare systems, but no agreement
has been reached. Governor  Christie
has said it is critical these reforms be
enacted by the end of June.

“No one can dispute these pro-
grams are broken and need to be
fixed,” Asm. Bramnick said. “June is
a critical month when taxpayers will
see how serious Trenton is about ad-
dressing our state’s biggest problems.
As we head into the home stretch it is
time for serious discussions about
how to deliver a plan that repairs both
systems.”

Asw. Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains) told The Star Ledger, “My
sense is that the majority of the mem-
bers think it (reforms) should go to
the bargaining table” through the
collective bargaining process.

Two River Bank Names
Patock Chairman

AREA – At the May 10 annual
shareholders’ meeting of Commu-
nity Partners Bancorp (parent com-
pany of Two River Community Bank),
the Board of Directors unanimously
elected Frank J. Patock, Jr. as their
new chairman of the company’s board
and its bank subsidiary.

Mr. Parton held the position of
board chairman of Two River Com-
munity Bank since its formation in
2000, and of Community Partners
Bancorp since its formation in
2006.


