
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, June 9, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Email us at: gillespiesfoods@yahoo.com
856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ

Photo courtesy of Bob Burslem
WELL PREPARED…Dylan Burslem of Westfield takes time out to read The
Westfield Leader while visiting the Iwa Jima on May 27 during Fleet Week in New
York City.

SOUTH JERSEY…Lois and Bill Connelly of Galloway, N.J. enjoy reading The
Westfield Leader to see their son’s work.  Rob Connelly is the office manager of the
newspaper.

Photo courtesy Pat Hoynes
LOCAL HERO…At the Fanwood Memorial Day Remembrance, Mayor Colleen
Mahr congratulates Captain Walter Biner for earning a Bronze Star as an
infantry platoon leader in Afghanistan. The citation, in part, acknowledges “his
leadership through 12 months of sustained combat…” and his qualities as “…a
true warrior and exceptional officer.” Captain Biner is a 2003 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and a resident of Fanwood.

Westfield High School Prom photos courtesy of Anna Kowalski, Jackie Cash, Ingrid McKinley and Kelley Komar

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times
OUTSTANDING...The cast of  Westfield High School’s production of Sweeney
Todd — The Demon Barber of Fleet Street walked away the big winner claiming
the top prize of Outstanding Overall Production of a Musical, among other
awards,  at the Rising Star Awards hosted by the Paper Mill Playhouse on
Tuesday night. See story page 22.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIG WIN…The Westfield High School baseball team defeated Morris Knolls, 8-
5, in the NJIAA Group 4 semi-final at Kean University in Union on Tuesday.
Westfield will play Manalapan at Toms River South High School on Saturday,
June 11, at 2 p.m. for the Group 4 State Championship. The achievement, Coach
Bob Brewster’s 499th career win, took the team further than it has ever gone in
the history of the program.  See full story in next week’s edition of the newspaper.

Lesniak, he said he was going to
‘slaughter’ us. According to the votes,
he did not.”

“We knew when we took on this
challenge that it was going to be an
uphill battle,” Mr. Monteiro told
Democrats For Change supporters at
their headquarters at the Aroma Res-
taurant and Lounge in Elizabeth.
“Taking on two of the most powerful
political brokers in the State of New
Jersey, Senator Ray Lesniak and [As-
semblyman] Joe Cryan, two of the
top five most powerful politicians in
the State of New Jersey… and we did
this all on people-power.”

Another big race on Tuesday was
in Roselle, where Democratic voters
picked Council President Jamal
Holley, 1,652, over incumbent Mayor
Garrett Smith, 992, who is facing
insurance fraud and related charges
from leaving the scene of a car acci-
dent in December and allegedly fil-
ing a false accident report and ficti-
tious insurance claim. Councilman
Holley faced charges a few years ago
of tampering with absentee ballots.
Also in the race was Independent
Joseph O’Halloran, 769, who ran
under the Democrats For Change
banner.

Locally, there are no municipal
elections in Scotch Plains this year.
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percent of the nation’s students
achieve this high an honor.”

Awarded as the Valedictorian of
her class, Laura Bruce was reported
to have earned a Grade Point Aver-
age of 4.723. She will be attending
Penn State University in the fall.
The Salutatorian honored was
Amanda Ho, who was also recog-
nized for her participation in the
Region II Band-Orchestra. She is
reported to be attending Duke Uni-
versity in September.

Mr. Whitehouse concluded the cer-
emony by saying, “You folks have
really embraced all that we have to
offer. Look at what you have accom-
plished. You truly bring pride to our
community.”

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, June
16, at 7:30 p.m. in the administrative
offices at Evergreen School on Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

Mountainside to Repair Faulty
Cedar Avenue Catch Basin

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — With several
neighborhood residents in attendance, the
borough council said that a severely dam-
aged catch basin on Cedar Avenue will be
repaired soon, a move that should cut
down on flooding issues on the street.
Homeowners were also told, however,
that their street is not high on the list for
resurfacing at this time.

At the council’s monthly agenda meet-
ing on Tuesday, about 10 Cedar Avenue
residents attended and listened as neigh-
bor William Leber read a statement lay-
ing out various concerns while distribut-
ing photographs to the governing body of
the damaged catch basin, which is situ-
ated on a curve in the roadway and was
likely damaged during the winter by a
snowplow. Public Works director Ronald
Romak told the residents that the catch
basin is slated to be repaired soon.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli told the
homeowners that Cedar Avenue is not
scheduled for resurfacing, saying that the
prioritization is “based on the recommen-
dations of the [township] engineer on
what roads are most in need.” The mayor
said that some roads in Mountainside
“are in much worse condition than Ce-
dar.”

Earlier in its brief meeting, the council
met with homeowners from Corinne Ter-
race seeking a permit to open the road
surface to activate a natural gas line to the
home they are building. The married
couple said they were unaware that the

roadway would need to be reopened until
late in the process of razing their present
home and building a new one.

Mayor Mirabelli noted that the water
utility is scheduled to do some work on
Corinne Terrace next week, an effort that
will involve cutting some holes in the
road, and urged that the gas utility coor-
dinate with the water authorities so that
the same openings can be used by the gas
company. “I’d prefer to have less open-
ings in the road,” the mayor said.

In other business, the council, at its
June 21 regular meeting, is expected to
approve a resolution awarding a contract
to Denbar Construction of Kenilworth
for pothole repairs in 2011 and 2012. The
council also approved the insertion of
$11,761 in revenue into the 2011 munici-
pal budget, a result of a grant from the
Clean Communities program. And the
governing body approved hiring John
Chadwick to provide professional plan-
ning services in connection with the up-
dating of the town’s Master Plan.

At its June 21 meeting, the council is
expected to approve a resolution urging
the State Assembly to approve a bill that
will permit municipalities to spread in-
dustrial and commercial tax refunds for
2010 and 2011 over a three-year period.
The League of Municipalities is urging
enactment of the legislation, which has
already cleared the Senate. And Mayor
Mirabelli said on Tuesday that such a law
“will help us in planning and budgeting,”
especially when “we’re faced with some
rather substantial property tax appeals.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THE RACE BEGIN…Mark Holtz, chief operating officer of Overlook
Medical Center in Summit, and stroke survivor Joe Ryan cut the ribbon to start
the American Heart Association Heart Walk in Nomahegan Park in Cranford on
Saturday morning.

Alexa Zepka for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VICTORY…State Senator Ray Lesniak, left, and Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
thank supporters at a gathering in Union after defeating the Democrats For
Change ticket in Tuesday’s Primary Election in the 20th Legislative District.

There are uncontested Primaries in
Westfield, Fanwood, Cranford,
Garwood and Mountainside.

Running for reelection to the
Westfield Town Council are GOP
incumbents, Frank Arena in the First
Ward, JoAnn Neylan in the Second
Ward, Mark Ciarrocca in the Third
Ward and Jim Foerst in the Fourth
Ward. Democrats are Timothy Van
Epp in the First Ward, Matthew Sontz
in the Third Ward, and Gregory Romer
in the Fourth Ward. There is no Demo-
cratic candidate in the Second Ward.

In Fanwood, two-term Democratic
incumbent Mayor Colleen Mahr is
joined on the party’s ticket by first-
term incumbent Russell Huegel and
Kevin Boris, an unsuccessful council
candidate in 2010. Fanwood GOP
Chairman Joseph Britt, the GOP
mayoral contender, is joined by Ja-
son Benedict, who ran for council
last year, and Nicole Cole, a candi-
date for Union County freeholder in
2009.

In Garwood, Sara Todisco joins
incumbent Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli on the Democratic ticket.
Republican council candidates are
Carol Kearney and Steven Blaufeder.
In Mountainside, Councilman Keith
Turner and Councilwoman Deanna
Andre join Mayor Paul Mirabelli on
the Republican Party’s ticket.

Cranford Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach is seeking reelection to
his township committee seat on the
Democratic ticket, along with coun-
cil candidate Thomas Hannen, Jr.
GOP candidates are Andis Kalnis
and Lisa Adubato Nesi.

State legislative races will head up
election ballots this year. In District
21 (Westfield, Cranford, Garwood,
and Mountainside), Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield is joined on the
GOP ticket by Assembly incumbents
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and Nancy
Munoz of Summit. Democrats are
Senate candidate Paul Swanicke of
Warren and Assembly hopefuls Bruce
Bergen of Springfield and Norman
Albert of Cranford.

In District 22, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Scotch Plains and
Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield join Democratic Senator
Nick Scutari of Linden; Republicans
are Assembly candidates Joan Van
Pelt of Plainfield and Middlesex Bor-
ough Councilman Jeff First.

Thomas Fortunato and Alexa Zepka
contributed to this story.
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Parking Issues Dominate at
Westfield Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Council conference session,
several residents of Kimball Avenue were
on hand to request that the council not
change the current two-hour parking re-
striction on their street.

At the public council meeting two
weeks ago, East Dudley resident Ralph
Steinhart had asked the governing body
to consider removing the two-hour park-
ing restriction on at least one side of
Kimball Avenue in order to alleviate the
parking congestion on Elm Street.

Bob Burslem said that the residents are
“perfectly happy” to buy resident permits
to park their own vehicles on the street.
He said that because the neighborhood is
Westfield’s only designated historic dis-
trict, it is reasonable for the parking re-
striction.

Wally Parker told the council that the
thought of the removal of the two-hour
restriction was “kind of distressing.”

According to resident Pat Velderman,
the homeowners give up certain rights in
terms of what they can do to their homes
by living in a historic district and should
have the parking restrictions stay in place.

Francis Palladino asked the council to
maintain the two-hour restriction but con-
ceded that parking is congested on Elm
Street. He said that it is difficult for cars
to pull off of Kimball onto Elm due to
parked cars and line of sight issues.

Town Administrator James Gildea said
that the item is on the Public Safety
Committee agenda but had not been ad-
dressed yet. He added, “Unique circum-
stances apply to this particular block.”

In other business, the council heard
from Central Avenue resident Maria
Carluccio. Ms. Carluccio was accused at
the last public council meeting of calling
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan “crazy,”
and said it was very troubling to be ac-
cused of something that she did not say.
“For the record, I never called you
‘crazy,’” she said, to which Council-
woman Neylan said, “right.”

Adina Enculescu said that no one noti-
fied her regarding the placement of the
pedestrian activated light in front of her
Central Avenue home. She said that on
Monday she was surprised to find new
road striping and asked if there would be
any more surprises.

Mr. Gildea said that the county has not
advised the town that the project is com-
plete. He told Ms. Enculescu “to be
clear…the town did not recommend to
put the light in front of your home.” He
pointed out that the drawing that the town

had sent to the county, and recently pro-
vided to Ms. Enculescu, had requested
that the light be placed between her prop-
erty and her neighbor’s property.

Councilwoman Neylan reported that
the Public Safety Committee met prior to
the full council meeting and that it was
unable to get through its lengthy agenda
due to a discussion of parking issues in
the area of Westfield High School (WHS).
She said that the committee met with
Traffic Safety Engineer Gordon Meth
and Board of Education President Julia
Walker to discuss the options it will pro-
pose at the next public WHS parking
meeting. That meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 16, at 7:30 p.m. in the
WHS auditorium.

Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst
said that in working with Ms. Walker, it
feels “like we’re teammates with the board
of education.”

Westfield Discusses
Town Pool Finances

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On Monday, the
Westfield Recreation Commission con-
vened reported many town projects for
the summer. Town Administrator Jim
Gildea began with a presentation about
the history and financial timeline of the
Westfield Memorial Pool, which opened
Memorial Day weekend. He examined
the capital ordinance of the pool to ex-
plain ability to maintain “appropriate,
affordable rates.” “It’s important to un-
derstand the background of the pool if
you are unaware of it,” Mr. Gildea said.

In 2002, bonds were taken out for reno-
vations on the pool’s diving tank, slide and
lap pool. The dwindling budget prompted
the use of the surplus from 2010-2011.
The town council recommended that the
commission establish a plan in 2013 to
alleviate the debt. “We need to keep doing
what we have done, to build surplus up or
pay off to fund the pool,” Mr. Gildea said.
Although the surplus is in “good shape,”
the council advised reducing its use com-
pletely “to massage” the spike in the debt.

“This pool has been around since 1969
and it has been a jewel of this commu-
nity,” Mr. Gildea said. “With a good
opening day and the new renovations on
the concession stand, picnic area and
landscaping, this will contribute to the
pool’s success.”

Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann
said there are 255 membership applications
that have been submitted, amounting to 861
individuals on next year’s pool waitlist.


