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Fanwood Council Sets Meeting on
Speeding; Discusses Paving, Parade

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council, at
Monday night’s agenda meeting, dis-
cussed ongoing problems with speed-
ing on Shady Lane and Poplar Place.

Mayor Mahr said a meeting is set
for Monday June 13, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Carriage House adjacent to Bor-
ough Hall; she said 15 to 20 residents
have already indicated plans to at-
tend.

Councilman Mike Szuch, pointing
to speeding on Shady Lane, said,
“It’s been that way since I was a kid
growing up in the 60s.”

Many people use Shady Lane and
Poplar Place as a cut-through to get to
and from Martine Avenue.

Mayor Mahr said the police de-

partment has been “monitoring and
pulling people over” on the road in
recent weeks, but she noted that “the
majority” of those pulled over have
been residents of Shady Lane and
nearby streets.

Mayor Mayor encouraged neigh-
borhood residents to participate in
Monday evening’s meeting.

“Whatever we propose…and I be-
lieve we’re going to be proposing
something different…[residents are]
the ones that are going to have to live
with it,” the mayor said.

During public comments, resident
Michael Lewis thanked the govern-
ing body for addressing the speeding
issue.

“It’s a serious situation,” said Mr.
Lewis.

Adoption of the 2011 municipal

budget is scheduled for next Tuesday
night’s regular mayor and council
meeting.

The $5.6 million proposed budget,
introduced last month; calls for a 3.6
percent reduction (about $19.40) in
local property taxes and a separate
tax averaging about $147 to fund the
municipal library.

The budget is expected to be
adopted after a public hearing and
Mayor Mahr said the borough’s Chief
Financial Officer, Fred Tomkins, “will
be here to answer any of the public’s
questions.”

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Antonios Panagopoulos reported
on the Belvidere Avenue reconstruc-
tion project.

Mr. Panagopoulos said the con-
tractor had to mill and repave the
entire street because the top layer of
the roadway “was put down when it
was too hot.”

“There was a lot of cracking in the
roadway,” he said.

Mr. Panagopoulos said that during
the re-milling and repaving, a “soft
spot” was discovered in the pave-
ment and that must now be repaired
as well, so that it matches the rest of
the new roadway surface.

“It’s going to look right in the
end…it’s a gorgeous street,” said the
engineer.

Mr. Panagopoulos also reported
that reconstruction has begun on part
of Watson Road, which will get Bel-
gian block curbing and sidewalks that
are accessible to those with disabili-
ties.

He also said the former Rocco’s
Tavern building on Terrill Road has
been completely demolished and,
once any remaining debris is cleared,
grass will be planted on the property,
although the parking lot will remain
“as it is.”

“I think that we just have to make
sure that happens,” said Mayor Mahr.

Regarding the recent Memorial
Day Parade, Councilman Anthony
Parenti, who serves on the parade
committee, said, “I generally heard
more negative than positive [com-
ments]; in fact, I only heard negative
and nothing positive.”

Mr. Parenti said complaints from
Fanwood indicated there were “too
many kids representing
nothing…baseball and the Girl
Scouts…and not enough about veter-
ans.”

Mayor Mahr responded, “This
would be the time to make some
changes…if we need to.”

“I think we do,” said Mr. Parenti,
who also added that Fanwood is “out-
numbered” five-to-one by Scotch
Plains on the parade committee.

PROM NIGHT…The Union Catholic High School Senior Prom was held on May
19 at Crystal Plaza in Livingston. Pictured, left to right, are: Brian Douress of
Rahway, Colleen Cassidy of Scotch Plains, Megan Tosato of Mountainside and
Brian Milanes of Union.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PUBLIC CONCERN... Fanwood resident Michael Lewis addresses the govern-
ing body during Monday night’s Fanwood Council agenda meeting. Also pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Council members Russell Huegel, Katherine
Mitchell, and Robert Manduca, Borough Attorney Dennis Estis, and Borough
Engineer Antonios Panagopoulos.

GOP HOPEFULS…Joe Britt, right, chairman of the Fanwood Republican Party,
who was unopposed in the GOP Primary Tuesday as the party’s mayoral
candidate, is pictured with GOP council candidates Jason Benedict and Nicole
Cole, also unopposed in the Primary.

Photo courtesy of Jack Molenaar
CANDIDATES…Unopposed in
Tuesday’s Democratic Primary,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr will
seek reelection in November on the
party’s line with  Councilman Russell
Huegel, left, who is also seeking re-
election to the Borough Council, and
council candidate Kevin Boris, both
of whom were unopposed Tuesday.
Mr. Boris, who ran for council last
year, serves on the borough’s plan-
ning board.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LARGE AND IN CHARGE…At the Greek Fest, held last weekend at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield,
Spartans guarded the entrance so festival attendees could enjoy traditional Greek food and entertainment.
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GOP & DEMS Hold Elections;
All Incumbents Win in State

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Union County Democratic
voters picked incumbent Freehold-
ers Angel Estrada and Chris Hudak
and their running mate, Vernell
Wright, over a slate of candidates
running under the Democrats For
Change banner, Marlene Abitanto,
Erna Letemps and Elcy Castillo-
Ospina.

Mr. Estrada received 13,894 votes,
followed by Mr. Hudak, 13,501, and
Ms. Wright, a former school princi-
pal and now a supervisor of adjuncts
at Kean University, who garnered
13,491 tallies. Leading the Demo-
crats For Change ticket was Ms.
Abitanto, who garnered 6,815 tallies,
followed by Ms. Letemps, who re-
ceived 6,763 votes, and Ms. Castillo-
Ospina, with 6,610 votes.

The Union County Democratic
Committee-endorsed candidates
gathered to wait for election returns
Tuesday at Galloping Hill Caterers in
Union.

“One of the most important key
elements to focus on is going to be
bringing the budget under control. I
am hopeful for the future, but realize
that we still have a lot of work to do,”
Mr. Estrada told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Mr. Hudak, who joined the free-
holder board in December, told The
Times, “We have such a strong Demo-
cratic Party, and everyone will rally
together, continuing to do what we
have been doing over the past years.

We have powerful candidates, and I
am not at all nervous that only regis-
tered Democrats and Independents
can vote in [the Democratic Pri-
mary].”

Ms. Wright, running in place of
Freeholder Nancy Ward, who is not
seeking reelection, pointed to a 37-
year career as a teacher in Union.
“Every step of this process is a new
step for me. I want my message to be
that I can be the voice for people like
me.”

The party-endorsed candidates de-
feated the Democrats For Change
ticket in Westfield by 169 votes, in
Scotch Plains by 316 tallies, and by
40 votes each in Mountainside and
Garwood.

The winners will now face Repub-
licans Andrew Smith of Summit and
Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth, who were
unopposed in their party’s Primary
on Tuesday.

Another race closely watched by
political analysts was the race for the
State Senate and General Assembly
in District 20. The district includes
Elizabeth, Roselle, Union and Hill-
side.

Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), who has served in the Legisla-
ture for 32 years, the past 28 in the
Senate, fought back a challenge from
Elizabeth Assistant Superintendent
of Schools Jerome Dunn of Hillside,
by a tally of 7,659 to 6,612. Mr. Dunn
said he won in Elizabeth and in his
hometown of Hillside but lost in
Union and Roselle. He ran under the

Democrats For Change banner.
“I knew the fight we were up

against. I knew that our opponents
were working for their personal in-
terests and had millions of dollars. I
was born in Elizabeth poor, and let
me tell you, folks at the Elizabeth
BOE, the fight has just begun,” Sen.
Lesniak told supporters.

Sen. Lesniak’s running mates, As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan of Union,
7,668, and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano of Elizabeth, 7,516, likewise
survived a tough race in defeating a
challenge from Mr. Dunn’s slate,
former councilman and ex-board of
education member Tony Monteiro,
6,065, and current Elizabeth Coun-
cilman Carlos Cedeno, 6,037.

Asm. Cryan added, “This election
tonight was about Democratic values
and standing up for working people.
We are going to keep standing by you
and fighting against [Governor] Chris
Christie…Tonight, we are moving
forward and tomorrow, we will con-
tinue to send our message to Chris
Christie.”

Asw. Quijano told the crowd, “This
election was about real Democrats,
not people who call themselves
Democrats. Everyone from all differ-
ent walks of life came together, work-
ing hard, and because of them, we are
going back to Trenton.”

On the opposing side, Mr. Cedeño
said, “Even though it might appear
that we’ve lost today, we really didn’t
lose, because according to Ray
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Honors High School Students

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Over one
dozen Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students were honored Mon-
day evening at a special Scotch Plains
Board of Education meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes addressed the audience say-
ing, “This is the highest honor a su-
perintendent can have to recognize
its honor students. I am proud to
single out all those students who have
had individual success.”

Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse stated, “This is one of
the most enjoyable evenings of the
school year. I am struck by the breadth
of your talents. You all have distin-
guished yourself with hard work.”

Earning awards for their participa-
tion in the All Eastern Choir, students
Charles Centinaro was reported as
the vice-president of choir, while Jes-
sica Moore was celebrated for scor-
ing within the top 10 in the state
audition and William Shore was hon-
ored for being a soloist.

Kyle Bimbaum was honored for
his public speaking and academic
excellence, and for his role as presi-

dent of the New Jersey DECA pro-
gram. Kaitlyn Majek, who was not
present at the ceremony, was also
honored for her work done in the
DECA program.

Scholar Athletes included Emily
Nagourney who earned the title of
the NJSIAA Scholar Athlete and
Emily Nagourney again and
Alexender Parker, who were both
named Union County Scholar Ath-
letes.

Varshini Narayanan was honored
as only the third at the high school to
receive an award from the American
Association of Teachers of Spanish
and Portuguese. Isabel Lopez was
awarded with the National Hispanic
Recognition Award.

National Merit Commended Stu-
dents included Sam Bhakuni, Zachary
Cohen, Hayley Cornwell, Gregory
Favreau, Isabel Lopez, David
Mandella, Alexander Parker, Alexa
Rothenberg, Andrew Vasias, Lauren
Williams and Caresse Yan.

National Merit Finalists include
Benjamin Parisi, William Shore and
Laura Bruce. Board Member Karen
Kulikowski noted, “Only less than 1


