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SMALL WORLD...Lily and CJ Maz of Westfield were at the Yankees-Mets game
at Yankee Stadium recently when they were picked to do the “Memory” game
between innings and were pictured on the jumbotron. The screen said they were
from Westfield, and Lily in her Westfield sweatshirt was seen by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, who also was at the game. The mayor came over to congratulate them.

SOUTH JERSEY…Lois and Bill Connelly of Galloway, NJ enjoy reading The
Westfield Leader to see their son’s work.  Rob Connelly is the office manager of the
newspaper.

Photo courtesy of Bob Burslem
WELL PREPARED…Dylan Burslem of Westfield takes time out to read The
Westfield Leader while visiting the Iwo Jima on May 27 during Fleet Week in New
York City.

Westfield High School Prom photos courtesy of Anna Kowalski, Jackie Cash, Ingrid McKinley and Kelley Komar.

Westfield High School Prom photos courtesy of Eileen O’Donnell, Jackie Cash and Ingrid McKinley.

the committee met with Traffic Safety
Engineer Gordon Meth and Board of
Education President Julia Walker to
discuss the options it will propose at
the next public WHS parking meet-
ing. That meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 16, at 7:30 p.m. in the
WHS auditorium.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst said that in working with Ms.
Walker, it feels “like we’re team-
mates with the board of education.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

future renovations. “We need to keep
doing what we have done, to build
surplus up or pay off to fund the
pool,” Mr. Gildea said. Although the
surplus is in “good shape,” the coun-
cil advised reducing its use com-
pletely “to massage” the spike in the
debt.

“This pool has been around since
1969 and it has been a jewel of this
community,” Mr. Gildea said. “With
a good opening day and the new
renovations on the concession stand,
picnic area and landscaping, this will
contribute to the pool’s success.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann reported that there are
currently 255 pool membership ap-
plications that have been submitted,
amounting to 861 individuals on next
year’s pool waitlist.

Board of Education liaison Jane
Clancy followed with a report before
the school year concludes. She an-
nounced that the facility committee
decided to incorporate the purchase
of boilers as well as roof work in this
year’s budget for Franklin and
McKinley Elementary Schools.
However, the main focus was
Jefferson Elementary School’s field
problems due to the leaking of dete-
riorated sewer drains. Although the
cost of replacing the drains is under
investigation, the replacement of the
field with sod is currently being ar-
ranged, so as to not interrupt the
summer baseball season.

“At the end of June, we want to
prioritize for the maintenance and
improvement of all the fields in town
because it is a place where kids just
want to go out and play,” Ms. Clancy
said.
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Memorial Pool
Assistant Program Director

Dolores MacKay Kaufmann reported
on several of the town’s past events.
Despite the rain, she reported that the
5K run was still successful even with
the smaller turnout. She also men-
tioned the success of the Balloon
Parade, which is now a picnic held at
the Mindawaskin Park gazebo for
Westfield preschool-age children and
their families. The registration for
summer programs is also currently in
progress and going well, Ms.
Kaufmann said.

Mr. Kaufmann also reported on Parks
and Fields Committee work, finances
and work being done at Memorial Field
and tennis courts. The Parks and Fields
Committee also announced it will help
upgrade Jefferson’s field in conjunc-
tion with the board of education, as
well as install a “more usable” softball
field at Franklin.

The Westfield Recreation
Commission’s next meeting is open
to the public and will be held on
Thursday, July 14.

the insertion of $11,761 in revenue
into the 2011 municipal budget, a
result of a grant from the Clean Com-
munities program. And the governing
body approved hiring John Chadwick
to provide professional planning ser-
vices in connection with the updating
of the borough’s Master Plan.

At its June 21 meeting, the coun-
cil is expected to approve a resolu-
tion urging the State Assembly to
approve a bill that would permit
municipalities to spread industrial
and commercial tax refunds for 2010
and 2011 over a three-year period.
The State League of Municipalities
is urging enactment of the legisla-
tion, which has already cleared the
State Senate. Mayor Mirabelli said
that such a law “will help us in
planning and budgeting,” especially
when “we’re faced with some rather
substantial property tax appeals.”
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Primary Election
Union and Roselle. He ran under the
Democrats For Change banner.

“I knew the fight we were up
against. I knew that our opponents
were working for their personal in-
terests and had millions of dollars. I
was born in Elizabeth poor, and let
me tell you, folks at the Elizabeth
BOE, the fight has just begun,” Sen.
Lesniak told supporters.

Sen. Lesniak’s running mates, As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan of Union,
7,668, and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano of Elizabeth, 7,516, likewise
survived a tough race in defeating a
challenge from Mr. Dunn’s slate,
former councilman and ex-board of
education member Tony Monteiro,
6,065, and current Elizabeth Coun-
cilman Carlos Cedeño, 6,037.

Asm. Cryan added, “This election
tonight was about Democratic values
and standing up for working people.
We are going to keep standing by you
and fighting against [Governor] Chris
Christie…Tonight, we are moving
forward and tomorrow, we will con-
tinue to send our message to Chris
Christie.”

Asw. Quijano told the crowd, “This
election was about real Democrats,
not people who call themselves
Democrats. Everyone from all differ-
ent walks of life came together, work-
ing hard, and because of them, we are
going back to Trenton.”

On the opposing side, Mr. Cedeño
said, “Even though it might appear
that we’ve lost today, we really didn’t
lose, because according to Ray
Lesniak, he said he was going to
‘slaughter’ us. According to the votes,
he did not.”

“We knew when we took on this
challenge that it was going to be an
uphill battle,” Mr. Monteiro told
Democrats For Change supporters at
their headquarters at the Aroma Res-
taurant and Lounge in Elizabeth.
“Taking on two of the most powerful
political brokers in the State of New
Jersey, Senator Ray Lesniak and
[Assemblyman] Joe Cryan, two of
the top five most powerful politi-
cians in the State of New Jersey…
and we did this all on people-power.”

Another big race on Tuesday was
in Roselle, where Democratic vot-
ers picked Council President Jamal
Holley, 1,652, over incumbent
Mayor Garrett Smith, 992, who is
facing insurance fraud and related
charges from leaving the scene of a
car accident in December and alleg-
edly filing a false accident report
and fictitious insurance claim. Coun-
cilman Holley faced charges a few
years ago of tampering with absen-
tee ballots. Also in the race was
Independent Joseph O’Halloran,
769, who ran under the Democrats

For Change banner.
Locally, there are no municipal

elections in Scotch Plains this year.
There are uncontested Primaries in
Westfield, Fanwood, Cranford,
Garwood and Mountainside.

Running for reelection to the
Westfield Town Council are GOP
incumbents, Frank Arena in the First
Ward, JoAnn Neylan in the Second
Ward, Mark Ciarrocca in the Third
Ward and Jim Foerst in the Fourth
Ward. Democrats are Timothy Van
Epp in the First Ward, Matthew Sontz
in the Third Ward, and Gregory
Romer in the Fourth Ward. There is
no Democratic candidate in the Sec-
ond Ward.

In Fanwood, two-term Democratic
incumbent Mayor Colleen Mahr is
joined on the party’s ticket by first-
term incumbent Russell Huegel and
Kevin Boris, an unsuccessful coun-
cil candidate in 2010. Fanwood GOP
Chairman Joseph Britt, the GOP
mayoral contender, is joined by Ja-
son Benedict, who ran for council
last year, and Nicole Cole, a candi-
date for Union County freeholder in
2009.

In Garwood, Sara Todisco joins
incumbent Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli on the Democratic
ticket. Republican council candi-
dates are Carol Kearney and Steven
Blaufeder. In Mountainside, Coun-
cilman Keith Turner and Council-
woman Deanna Andre join Mayor
Paul Mirabelli on the Republican
Party’s ticket.

Cranford Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach is seeking reelection to
his township committee seat on the
Democratic ticket, along with coun-
cil candidate Thomas Hannen, Jr.
GOP candidates are Andis Kalnis
and Lisa Adubato Nesi.

State legislative races will head
up election ballots this year. In Dis-
trict 21 (Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood, and Mountainside), Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield is
joined on the GOP ticket by Assem-
bly incumbents Jon Bramnick of
Westfield and Nancy Munoz of Sum-
mit. Democrats are Senate candidate
Paul Swanicke of Warren and As-
sembly hopefuls Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norman Albert of
Cranford.

In District 22, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Scotch Plains and
Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield join Democratic Senator
Nick Scutari of Linden; Republicans
are Assembly candidates Joan Van
Pelt of Plainfield and Middlesex Bor-
ough Councilman Jeff First.

Thomas Fortunato and Alexa Zepka
contributed to this story.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LET THE RACE BEGIN…Mark Holtz, Chief Operating Officer of Overlook
Medical Center in Summit, and stroke survivor, Joe Ryan, cut the ribbon to start
the American Heart Association Heart Walk in Nomahegan Park in Cranford on
Saturday morning.

Optimist Club Honors Top
Westfield Teachers; Kozlik Retiring

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During the Westfield
Board of Education meeting held Tues-
day, two teachers were honored as Out-
standing Middle School Teachers for 2011
by the Optimist Club of Westfield.

The first to be honored was Laura
Segedin, who has been teaching Indus-
trial Arts Technology for 11 years at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. She
teaches sixth-grade Industrial Problem
Solving and Woods for the seventh and
eighth grades. She also is the advisor
for the Rocket Car Club and the Cook-
ing Club. She thanked the Optimist
Club for the award and stated, “Each
year that I teach, I have grown to love
what I do more and more.” Board of
Education President Julia Walker noted
that letters of nomination on Ms.
Segedin’s behalf described “her pas-
sion for teaching and eagerness to help
all students achieve their individual
best.”

The second 2011 Optimist Club win-
ner of the prestigious teaching award was
Kristen Smith-Morasso, who has been a
vocal music teacher for 29 years in the
Westfield district. It was noted that she
has taught through the years at Roosevelt
as well as at Wilson, Washington,
Jefferson, Tamaques and McKinley El-
ementary Schools and at Edison Interme-
diate School, where she presently teaches.
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), who at-
tended and read resolutions to both teach-
ers, stated, “With all the schools that you
have taught at, I am sure you have touched
the lives of literally thousands of stu-
dents.” Mrs. Smith-Morasso concluded
by saying, “I love to share my passion for
music with my children. This town val-
ues and wholeheartedly supports the arts,
and I do really appreciate it.”

In other business, six students from
Edison Intermediate were honored for
their Special Recognition Award for Cre-
ativity by NASA. It was noted that only
eight awards in total were given out to
middle schools nationally. Student Advi-
sor Sean Bonasera addressed the audi-
ence, saying that these six students used
their own time, working after school and

on weekends, preparing a prototype of a
project that filters wastewater. The six
students, James Goldberger, Koryn
Kraemer, Sean Moore, Tim Plump, Alex
Shorrock and Hermes Suen, presented a
short video on how the filter system works.
After the presentation, Mr. Lance stated,
“You should be proud of your public-
school system in Westfield.”

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan announced that
after 45 years of dedication to the educa-
tion field, Theodore Kozlik will retire
from his role as the assistant superinten-
dent of pupil and personnel services in
Westfield.

“Ted has always made sure he has
brought the appropriate services for each
student. He is a consummate professional
in every way, and he will be deeply missed
in this district,” Superintendent Dolan
said. His retirement becomes effective as
of July 31.

Alexa Zepka
For The Westfield Leader
VICTORY…State
Senator Ray Lesniak,
left, and Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan thank
supporters at a gather-
ing in Union after de-
feating the Democrats
For Change ticket in
Tuesday’s Primary
Election in the 20th
Legislative District.


