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River Mill Exhibit to Include
Paintings by WF’s Winbury

Landscape by Gail Winbury

WESTFIELD – River Mill Art
Gallery, located at 504 North Av-
enue East, will host an exhibition of
paintings by Gail Winbury and Mark
Saenger running June 7 through July
16. There will be a public reception
for the artists with light refreshments
on Saturday, June 11, from 4 to 8
p.m. at the gallery.

Gail Winbury lives in Westfield
and is an artist and psychologist.
Her paintings are known for their
evocative emotional tone, visual
strength, light, and beauty. Her work
demonstrates her interest in the meld-
ing of art and psychology in expres-
sive portraits – and in oil and acrylic
– showing what is both on and be-
neath the surface of her paintings.

In 2001, she was awarded the
Curtis Hilliard Memorial Award for
Watercolors at the New Jersey Cen-
ter of Visual Arts. She is a member
of the Contemporary Art Group and
maintains a private practice in
Westfield. In addition, she is a judge
for the NJ Cultural and Heritage
Commission Senior Art Show. Her
paintings hang in many private col-
lections.

Mark Saenger is an independent
artist and a charismatic teacher. He

is the recipient of various awards,
including the prestigious Copper
Beech Foundation Award from the
Ridgewood Art Institute’s 26th An-
nual Juried Art Show for his award-
winning painting, The Canal

As a beginning artist himself, Mr.
Saenger was initially motivated to
paint by a college art professor who
advised him to “stick with it”. Tele-
vision paint-along artist, Bob Ross,
fascinated Mr. Saenger. He took a
workshop with the  popular TV per-
sonality only to find, to his disap-
pointment, but more to his benefit,
that nothing which looks so easy
could be achieved without commit-
ment and skill. From there on, he
began a rigorous study of the prin-
ciples of art, having to spend long
hours behind the easel and miles of
canvas. He has studied with some of
the most notable landscape artists of
today.

He enjoys helping beginners and
intermediate artists get on the road
to success. Mr. Saenger’s goal is not
only to stop time and capture a cer-
tain light effect or condition, but to
ensure that the viewer can feel the
warm glow of the sunset, or the
bitter cold of winter.

Westfield Community Center -
Raising Awareness Through Music

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Last Friday
night, some of Westfield’s young-
est bands, including the 45’s and
Blue Side Down, played at the
town’s Community Center. The
event was designed to showcase
the bands and raise money for the
Center.

The evening came about after
several inquiries were made fol-
lowing a previous “Battle of the
Bands” held there earlier this year.

“A lot of people were asking about
having other battles after that show,”
Lance Martin, owner of Westfield’s
Rockin’ Joe Coffeehouse and a mem-
ber of the Center’s Board of Direc-
tors told The Westfield Leader and
The Times. “We saw how much it
was getting people talking about
the Center again, so we worked
to get another one going.”

That responsibility fell to Max
Narotzky, a local high school stu-
dent who chose the line-up and
also performed as one-half of the
Continents, a bass and drums duo.

“One of the big things I wanted to
do here was not make it a competi-
tion like last time,” Max said. “This
was purely a chance to let the bands
play for an audience, which they
don’t get to do a lot.”

Using the Community Center as a
performance hall has been a shot in the
arm for the seventy-five-year-old
Westfield institution. In the past, the
building has played host to events
featuring such names as baseball
great Jackie Robinson. Since the
inception of the Westfield YMCA,
however, townspeople have become
less and less aware of the building.
Mr. Martin himself admits he thought
the building was abandoned before
joining the board.

Board President Chris Beck has
plans to give the Center a bigger
name in the community. “We offer
services for after-school and sum-
mer kids, as well as seniors,” said
Mr. Beck. “Events like this show-
case highlight the Center and get
people talking about it. And with
enough people talking about the
Center and using it, we can offer
Westfield teens a safe place to go at
night, instead of walking the streets.”

Mr. Beck also plans to get a variance
for the Town of Westfield to convert
the property across the street into a

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCK ON...Aaron Rubin, a local pop-band, plays a set at the Westfield
Community Center’s open mic night held May 27.

playground/community garden. So
far, events like the band showcase
are garnering the needed support
from teens who are eager to play,
and their parents. One father said,
“If you play sports in Westfield,
you have places to go. But if you’re
in a band, where do you go? Now,
they finally have a place to play for
an audience.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, who at-
tended the showcase, said that he
was, “amazed at the talent the youth
of Westfield have.” Indeed, the
sounds of the night moved through
acoustic pop (the Randos); a bass n’
drums duo (Continents); pop (Aaron
Rubin); hard rock (the 45’s); clas-
sic rock (Prophets of Time) and
punk-pop (Blue Side Down).

Still, there is one area in which
the Center’s musical efforts can im-
prove. The bands play in the
Center’s gym, with the room’s echo-
filled acoustics making it difficult
for the bands to be heard Max ad-
mits that to mic the room is one of
the hardest parts of the event.

As the interest and support of the
community grows, the Center may
be able to mend this problem and
continue giving support to the com-
munity and the young musicians of
Westfield.

WHS Among Top High Schools Nominated
For Paper Mill  2011 Rising Star Awards

Literacy Volunteers Celebrate
Publication of Connections

WESTFIELD - Literacy Volunteers
of Union County will celebrate the
publication of the third edition of Con-
nections, a student art and literary maga-
zine, on Wednesday, June 8, from 7 to
9 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield located at 140 Mountain
Avenue.

Nearly 70 adult learners from both
the Basic Skills and English as a Sec-
ond Language programs contributed
poems, essays, letters and artwork for
consideration in Connections. All of
the published work is unedited, in the
students’ own words and represents a
cross section of all levels of adult learn-
ers in the community. The one charac-
teristic they all have in common is the
desire to improve their lives by learn-
ing to read, write or speak English.

Cover art for Connections 2011 fea-
tures the paintings of Helena Araujo, a
young mother of three, whose touching
stories have appeared in the first two
editions of the magazine. Mary Cam-
pion, Helena’s tutor, says, “ Helena is a
remarkable young woman, who is fo-
cused on her children and bettering all
their lives. Helena is truly talented and
being a very modest person, she doesn’t
realize it!” Several of her paintings will

be on display at the celebration.
During the evening, a number of

students will read their contributions to
the magazine. The readings are the
most anticipated part of the program as
students step up to the podium and
demonstrate how “Literacy Changes
Lives.” Tutors, fellow students, family
and supporters of literacy will be on
hand to acknowledge their accomplish-
ments and support them as they present
their work. Dessert and coffee follow
the presentations.

This magazine is made possible in
part through the generosity of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
HEART (History, Education, Arts
Reaching Thousands) Grant, Westfield
Rotary, Westfield Service League and
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League.

Literacy Volunteers is a non-profit
organization that recruits and trains
volunteers to work with adults seeking
to improve their reading, writing or
English conversation skills. To learn
more about Literacy Volunteers visit
our website www.lvaunion.org or con-
tact Susan Petrow by emailing
susan@lvaunion.org or calling (908)
755-7998.

WORK OF ART…“King of Azores,” a painting by a student in the Basic Skills
and English as a Second Language program is one of the many pieces of art
included in the student art and literacy magazine Connections.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The
Times

CLASSIC PUNK...Blue Side Down’s
lead singer belts a tune at the
Westfield Community Center’s open
mic night held May 27. MILLBURN - Westfield High

School, along with Eastern Regional
High School in Voorhees, received
15 nominations in the Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising Star Awards for
Excellence in High School Musical
Theatre, the most nominations
achieved by a high school.

Since their inception in 1996 the
Paper Mill Playhouse, under the ar-
tistic direction of Mark S. Hoebee,
and Managing Director Todd
Schmidt, the Rising Star Awards have
ignited the careers of many notable
performers, all of whom attended
high school in New Jersey. Among
the early Rising Star nominees and
winners are Academy Award® nomi-
nee Anne Hathaway, Tony® Award
winner Laura Benanti, and 2011
Tony® nominee, Nikki M. James.

The Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Awards, presented by the In-
vestors Savings Bank Foundation,
are modeled after the Tony® Awards
and Paper Mill Playhouse’s pro-
gram serves the entire state of New
Jersey with nearly 100 entered pro-
ductions from public, private and
parochial high schools. Paper Mill
Playhouse conceived and created
the awards in 1996 to give schools
the opportunity to showcase their
musical arts programs on a state
level.

This year’s Paper Mill Playhouse
Rising Star Awards Ceremony will
take place at Paper Mill Playhouse
on Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m.

The Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Awards are one of several such
programs sponsored by regional
theatres around the country. The
winning performers in the Lead
Actress and Lead Actor categories
will represent the Paper Mill Play-
house Rising Star Awards at the
National High School Musical The-
atre Awards competition at New
York University, which culminates
in a Gala Ceremony in New York
City. The National High School
Musical Theater Awards
(NHSMTA) is a celebration of out-
standing student achievement in
high school musical theater. The
program recognizes individual art-
istry in vocal, dance and acting per-
formance, and honors teachers and
their schools’ commitment to ex-
cellence in performing arts educa-
tion. The third annual National High
School Musical Theater Awards will
be held on Monday, June 27, at the
Marquis Theatre on Broadway.

Activities will commence on
Wednesday, June 22, with rehears-
als, master classes, private coach-
ing and interviews with theater pro-
fessionals leading up to the live
awards show where the Jimmy™
Award for Best Performance by an
Actor and Best Performance by an
Actress will be presented. The pro-
gram will conclude on Tuesday,
June 28.

Paper Mill Playhouse also awards
$5,000 in scholarships at the Paper

Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
Presented by Investors Savings
Bank Foundation. Four $1,000 cash
scholarships are given to outstand-
ing individual students who plan to
continue studying theatre in col-
lege, and a technical theatre schol-
arship of $1,000 is sponsored annu-
ally by Scaramouche Costumes,
LLC. Paper Mill Playhouse is
pleased to announce that a prize of
$500 will be given to a school re-
ceiving the 2011 Educational Im-
pact Award which acknowledges a
school that successfully connects
the musical to the district’s curricu-

lum, using the production as a teach-
ing tool for the greater student body
and local community.

Among the top nominated high
schools, Eastern Regional High
School in Voorhees, and Westfield
High School in Union County lead
with 15 nominations each, followed
by Summit High School with 13,
Union High School and Cranford
High School with 12 nominations
each, Nutley High School with 11
and Hillsborough High School with
10 nominations.

For a list of local nominees see
page 19.

Plainfield Symphony
Announces 92nd Season

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield Sym-
phony, New Jersey’s oldest commu-
nity symphony, continues to make his-
tory as it announces its 92nd subscrip-
tion concert season. Music Director
Charles Prince has another
groundbreaking season planned that
features a Mahler event, a Spanish gui-
tarist, a young pianist, a homecoming
for a popular American soprano and
masterwork compositions from
Schumann and Beethoven.

The season begins on October 1,
with Bartok/Schumann featuring con-
certmaster Evelyn Estava playing the
Bartok Violin Concerto No. 2. After-
wards, the symphony will perform
Schumann’s Symphony No. 4. In No-
vember, the symphony welcomes an-
other Gold Prize winner from the Young
Pianist Competition of New Jersey,
this time performing the
Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 1
with 16 year-old Justin Wong. The
second half of the evening features a
performance of one of the most well
known classical music compositions
ever written and recorded,
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5.

The season ends on April 28, 2012
with a Mahler event that includes a
very special homecoming for
American soprano Lisa Daltirus.
Ms. Daltirus grew up singing in
Plainfield churches and now travels
the country performing the title
roles in such operas as Tosca, Aida
and Il Trovatore. With the Plainfield
Symphony, she will sing from the
Mahler songbook Des Knaben
Wunderhorn and then join the sym-
phony for a rousing performance of
Mahler’s Symphony No. 4. Before
the concert, the audience is invited
to join Music Director Charles
Prince for a “Chat with Charles”
pre-concert lecture and perfor-
mance. The chat starts at 7 pm and
the concert starts at 8 p.m.

To purchase season tickets, visit
plainfieldsymphony.org. For a bro-
chure, call (908) 561-5140.


