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** Notice to Cranford, Garwood Residents **
Cranford or Garwood organizations desiring to have
its news published in The Westfield Leader, please put

in story form and e-mail to community@goleader.com

Library Program to Feature
‘New Jersey Shipwrecks’

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will present “New Jersey
Shipwrecks” on Tuesday, June 14, at
7 p.m. Dan Lieb will speak about the
sunken treasures discovered off the
coast of New Jersey.

Mr. Lieb is a founding member and
current president of the New Jersey
Historical Divers Association, Inc., a
not-for-profit historical organization
dedicated to the preservation of New
Jersey shipwreck and maritime his-
tory. The organization’s main thrust
is to discover the names of the many
unidentified shipwrecks that lie off
New Jersey’s beaches, and to bring
their history to light.

Mr. Lieb has participated in dozens
of archaeological investigations on
wreck sites in and out of the state of
New Jersey. Most of these
investigations were under the
direction of professional contract
archaeologists.

Having identified 13 wrecks off the
shores of New Jersey, Mr. Lieb has

written comprehensive reports detail-
ing each identification project and has
had these reports published through
the NJHDA Journal. This journal is
archived throughout the region and is
available to the interested public.

Mr. Lieb additionally has written
multiple articles on the identification
of shipwrecks, and illustrated
shipwreck sites for several books and
magazine articles including Skin
Diver magazine. He also has appeared
on the History Channel program
“Deep Sea Detectives.”

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person at
the library, by calling (908) 789-1670
or online at the library’s interactive
calendar page found at
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street. Hours of operation
are Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m., Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

FELLOW HONOREES…Pat DiFabio, left, Garwood Person of the Year, con-
gratulates Charles Abruzzo of Westfield, Garwood Teacher of the Year, at the
2011 Annual Education Foundation of Garwood Dinner at The Westwood on
April 28. Mr. DiFabio was honored for his contributions to the community,
particularly his 60 years of volunteer service to the Garwood Fire Department, of
which he is a current and active member.

Heart Walk to Take Place
Saturday at Nomahegan

CRANFORD – The Annual Ameri-
can Heart Association Mid-Jersey
Start! Heart Walk is scheduled for this
Saturday, June 4, at Nomahegan Park
in Cranford. Registration will begin at
8:30 a.m., with a program featuring
guest speakers starting at 9:30 a.m. A
ribbon-cutting event will take place at
10 a.m. to kick off the walk.

Among the guests will be Mark
Holtz, chairman of the American Heart
Association Mid-Jersey Start! Heart
Walk and chief operating officer of
Overlook Hospital; Dr. Andrew Plump,
vice-president and Worldwide Fran-
chise Discovery Head of Cardiovas-

cular Diseases at Merck; Joseph Ryan,
Mid-Jersey Start! Heart Walk Survi-
vor Ambassador, a 47-year-old
Livingston resident and stroke survi-
vor, and Nicholas Magliocco, Mid-
Jersey Lifestyle Change Award re-
cipient. Mr. Magliocco made signifi-
cant changes in lifestyle, including
eating better, exercising more and los-
ing weight, after losing his mother last
year to cardiovascular disease.

There is no charge to participate,
but donations will be accepted dur-
ing the walk to support the American
Heart Association. The main focus of
the event, however, is to encourage
participants to get more active to help
lower the risk of heart disease and
stroke.

A Kids Zone will be available from
8:30 to 11 a.m. to encourage children
to participate in physical exercise and
heart-healthy activities.

Additionally, three different themed
“tents” of Inspire Change, Create Hope
and Celebrate Success will be fea-
tured between 8:30 a.m. and noon.
Health screenings will be available
throughout the day. Sponsors of the
event include Subway, WalMart, Over-
look Hospital and Merck.

For more information, call the
American Heart Association at (609)
208-0020.

Local Students Earn
Degrees from the

University of Vermont
BURLINGTON, Vt. – Some 2,475

students were awarded a variety of
bachelor’s degrees during the Uni-
versity of Vermont’s 207th Com-
mencement ceremonies on May 22.
There were some 511 advanced de-
grees and certificates awarded by the
UVM Graduate College and approxi-
mately 111 women and men took the
oath of Hippocrates following the
awarding of their M.D. degrees at
ceremonies of the UVM College of
Medicine. A list of local students and
the degree earned by each follows:

Robert D. Makowski of Cranford,
received a BA in Economics;
Samantha A. Manetti of Westfield,
received a BS in Wildlife and Fisher-
ies Biology; Virginia A. Stroup of
Westfield, received a BA in Global
Studies; Benjamin F. Witt of
Mountainside, received a BA in So-
ciology; Melissa K. Cameron of Ber-
keley Heights, received a BA in Envi-
ronmental Studies; Amanda M.
McGrath of Berkeley Heights, re-
ceived a DPT in Physical Therapy.

Was Wertheimer Manipulated Into
Freezing Dems for Change Finances?
It appears that self-proclaimed area

political boss [Sen. Ray] Lesniak and
Union County government has now
finally closed their last loophole, in
that our judicial system, overseen by
sitting Judge Wertheimer, is now pos-
sibly compromised by political per-
suasion. It appears that this judge is
manipulated by his pension or tenure
and is afraid of those politicians and
area political bosses such as Lesniak,
Assemblyman Cryan and behind the
scenes boss [Charlotte] Defilippo.
Wertheimer had recently ruled to
freeze the bank accounts of the
“Democrats for Change” political
party that opposes Lesniak’s slate of
“Regular Democrats.” This is under
the pretense of questions raised by
Lesniak, in the opponent’s
fundraising.

This Union County government now
owns the sheriff’s office by allowing
Sheriff Froehlich to double dip mak-
ing $250,000 per year, along with
inserting Cryan in an undersheriff
position with no safety, security nor
law enforcement experience; they own
the prosecutor’s department by ex-
tending [Prosecutor Ted] Romankow’s
job past his mandatory retirement age,
his second in command has abused his
powers, according to the New Jersey
Waterfront Commission on corrup-
tion report, but was not held account-
able to his malfeasance, plus Union
County actually funds the prosecutor’s
department so they look the other way
if connected cronies are to be investi-
gated.

This last judge threw out a lot of
political cases in favor of Lesniak
and cronies, which then had to be
appealed and subsequently over-
turned on a higher judicial level. The
tentacles of the Union County sys-
tem go deep. If one wants to talk about
questionable fundraising: Union
County government had appointed
“Regular Democrat” political boss
Charlotte Defilippo, whose responsi-
bility is to fundraise for her political
party, as the director who gives out all
the professional no-bid construction
contracts mostly to the same firms that
donate to her political party. Is that a
coincidence? Where’s Judge
Wertheimer on that? Plus now you
know why there is so much construc-
tion for Union County government
buildings. Judge Wertheimer decreed
that Lesniak’s opponents bank accounts
are now frozen until two business days
before the election. His integrity and
the integrity of the justice system in
Union County is now compromised by
politics.

We have to get rid of Lesniak, the
rampantly abusive Union County gov-
ernment and even the judicial system
that Union County political bosses
control. Judge Wertheimer has now
become a useless pawn in the game
of horrible New Jersey politics. This
county is hurting. I am voting for the
“Democrats for Change” candidates
to express my desire to rid of [this
harmful government]. You should too.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Garwood Rushed Appointment of Its
New Police Chief, Lt. Underhill

As a member of the Garwood Bor-
ough Council, I believe our Police
Chief Search Committee engaged in
an inadequate and hasty selection
process for a new chief of the
Garwood Police Department. In Janu-
ary, Chief Legg informed the mayor
and council of his intention to retire
in 2011 after more than 30 years of
honorable service to the borough. By
mid-March, he informed us that his
specific retirement date would be June
30, 2011, giving the borough more
than three months to conduct a broad
and thorough search for a qualified
candidate to fill his position. With all
that time, the committee only inter-
viewed two lieutenants currently on
the force and chose one of them as
chief. No one outside the borough
was interviewed and, as a result, I
believe the residents of Garwood were
not served by this narrow search pro-
cess.

I do not believe the position was
publicly advertised and the commit-
tee did not reach out to nearby mu-
nicipalities, counties or other law
enforcement entities to encourage
qualified candidates to apply. Is it
possible not one other man or woman
in the entire state was qualified and
interested enough even to be consid-
ered for the position? I think not.

I believe the borough and the de-
partment deserved better. Unfortu-
nately, this hasty process may cloud
Lieutenant Underhill’s ascension to
a position for which he may very well
be qualified, and I have told him so.
Indeed, I do not feel qualified to
criticize or to praise him on his cre-
dentials as I am not familiar with
them. To date, I have never seen his
resume and have only read about his
credentials in the newspaper story
announcing his appointment.

The few dealings I have had with

the new chief have been positive and
I find him to be an extremely likeable
officer. Other than that, I cannot truly
say I know him or the other candidate
who interviewed for the position. I
believe the committee owed it to a
new chief to have a rigorous search
process that may very well have
served only to validate the
Lieutenant’s qualifications for the po-
sition. Had they done so, I would
have been more willing to defer to
their judgment.

I preferred to discuss this issue
privately with members of the com-
mittee in order to avoid any negative
ramifications to the new chief, but
that avenue was foreclosed to me. I
attended the last council meeting and
was surprised to discover a decision
had been made by the committee and
the position had been offered to, and
accepted by, Lieutenant Underhill.

It never appeared on any agenda I
received. Had that been the case, I
would have made my inquiries and
expressed my concerns accordingly.
In addition, as the chair of the finance
committee, I do not know the salary
being offered to the new chief or the
terms of his contract. I hope I will
find out soon as I am responsible for
the borough’s budget.

I wish to reiterate that my dissatis-
faction is with the selection process
for Garwood’s new police chief and
not with our new chief. On the con-
trary, as I told him today, I look for-
ward to working with him and get-
ting to know him better. It’s just that
I wish I had that opportunity before
he became our new chief of police
and that the committee had executed
its mission in a more responsible
manner.

James Mathieu
Garwood Councilman

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
GARWOOD’S FINEST...Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi and Dennis Clark (not pic-
tured) congratulate United States Marine Corps Sgt. P.J. Lewis on his speech during
the Garwood Memorial Day Service held at the VFW. Sgt. Lewis is a Garwood police
officer and recently returned from serving in the Middle East. Pictured, left to right,
are: Councilman Timothy Hak, Mayor Quattrocchi, Republican Chairman John
Quattrocchi, council candidate Carol Kearney and Sgt. Lewis.

Local 2011 Rising Star Awards Final
Nominations and Honorable Mentions

Outstanding
Overall Production of a Musical

Cranford High School – Okla-
homa!; Westfield High School  –
Sweeney Todd

***
Outstanding Performance by an

Actress in a Leading Role
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Cara Costa as “Laurey”
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Catalina Gaglioti as “Mrs.
Lovett”

***
Outstanding Performance by an

Actor in a Leading Role
 Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Matthew Stoke as “Curly”
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Peter Surace as “Sweeney
Todd”

***
Outstanding Performance by an

Actress in a Supporting Role
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Maeve Brady as “Aunt Eller”
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Rebecca Skowron as “Beggar
Woman / Lucy”

***
Honorable Mentions

Cranford High School – Okla-
homa!, Erica Morreale, as “Ado
Annie”

***
Outstanding Performance by an

Actor in a Supporting Role
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Matt Lynn as “Tobias Ragg”
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Christopher Morrissey as “An-
thony Hope”

***
Honorable Mentions

Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, Garrett Verdone as “Judge
Turpin”

***
Outstanding Performance in a

Featured Role
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Peter Carmo as “Adolfo Pirelli”
***

Outstanding Performance by an
Ensemble Member

Cranford High School – Okla-
homa!, Emily Grable as “Dream
Laurey”

***
Outstanding Performance by a

Chorus
Cranford High School – Oklahoma!

***
Outstanding Achievement by a

Teacher or Outside Director
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Michelle Massa and Lynn C.
Berry

 Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, Daniel Devlin

***
Outstanding Achievement in

Music Direction Final Nomina-
tions

Cranford High School – Okla-
homa!, Anthony Rafaniello

Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, John Brzozowski

***
Outstanding Achievement in
Choreography and Staging
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Michelle Massa
***

Outstanding Scenic
Achievement

Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, Roy Chambers

***
Outstanding Lighting

Achievement
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Michael Kimmel and Lisa
Weinshrott

***
Outstanding Costuming

Achievement
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Lynn C. Berry
Westfield High School – Sweeney

Todd, Christine Hahn, Alison
Antonelli and Samantha Waldman

***
Outstanding Hair and Make-up

Achievement
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Michelle Massa
***

Outstanding Achievement in
Graphic Design

Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, Cheryl Wu

***
Honorable Mentions

Cranford High School – Okla-
homa!, Sarah Armstrong

***
Student Achievement Award
Cranford High School – Okla-

homa!, Esmeralda Fyhr, Costume
Design and Costume Shop Head

Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, Jill Salisbury, Assistant Tech-
nical Director

Westfield High School – Sweeney
Todd, Tzvetelina Garneva, Stage
Manager

***
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
congratulates all nominees and
wishes them continued success.
The Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Awards Ceremony will take
place at Paper Mill Playhouse
Tuesday, June 7, at 7:30 p.m.

See full story page 20 and watch
for results in an upcoming edi-
tion.

***

Letters to the Editor

Cranford/Garwood News

Carly Jane Meyer
Named to Dean’s List
KEENE, N.H. - Keene State Col-

lege has released the Dean’s List for
the spring semester 2011. Among the
1,450 students named to the Dean’s
List is Carly Jane Meyer of Cranford.

The Dean’s List designation is be-
stowed to those Keene State College
undergraduates enrolled in a degree
program who have completed a mini-
mum of six credit hours in the semes-
ter, receiving no failing or incom-
plete grades. A 3.5 or higher grade
point average on a 4.0 scale is re-
quired to earn the Dean’s List honor.

Tierney Completes
Leadership Program
SCRANTON, Pa. - University of

Scranton student Shannon Tierney
of Cranford recently completed the
Scranton Emerging Leaders pro-
gram, which is a series of weekly
workshops for nominated students
dedicated to developing and enhanc-
ing leadership skills. The program
focuses on communication, social
change and leadership style.

Worcester Polytech
Announces Grads

WORCESTER, Mass. - The follow-
ing local residents graduated May 14
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute.

Eric Michael Murphy of Cranford
was awarded a Master of Science
degree in Mechanical Engineering.

Lindsay Brown of Westfield was
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Actuarial Mathematics.

Jack Philip Sternal of Westfield
was awarded a Bachelor of Science
degree in Biology and Biotechnol-
ogy with Distinction.

908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning June 27th
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties 

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Cranford Memorial Day Parade Photos
*** By Paul Lachenauer are on Page 5 ***


