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WISCHUSEN WHACKS DOUBLE IN THIRD INNING; FRENCH SINGLES IN FIFTH, VERRILLI SINGLES IN SEVENTH

Wolfpack Tames Cougars, 6-0, In Group 3, Sectional Softball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

West Morris Central pitcher Jenny
Skinner hit all the necessary spots to
limit the hosting Cranford High
School softball team to just three hits
in a 6-0, Wolfpack victory in the first
round of the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 tournament at Adams Field
in Cranford on May 24. The 15-7
Wolfpack advanced to face host
Nutley in the quarterfinals on May
26, while the Cougars concluded their
season with a 12-7 record.

Skinner, who yielded only one free
pass, while striking out four Cou-
gars, received offensive support in

the form of a ruthless and successful
“Small Ball” strategy that created
confusion amongst the Cougar in-
fielders.

In the meantime, the Cougars’ hits
came from Allie Verilli and Kathleen
French, who each poked singles, and
Kerry Wischusen, who drilled a
double. Senior leadoff hitter Nicole
Ravetier received the sole base-on-
balls.

Shortstop Maggie English played
a big role in taming the Cougars’ bats
with a number of fine plays, which
resulted in eight putouts. Her most
memorable play was a grab of a lined
shot off the bat of Ravetier in the

fourth inning.
“She [Skinner] was definitely hit-

ting her spots, inside and out. I don’t
think she was overpowering. We
didn’t really have a lot of strikeouts.
I think it was mostly just not hitting
where their players weren’t. I think
we could have gotten on her, but the
balls didn’t land. She pitched a good
game,” said Ravetier, who has played
her last game in a Cougar uniform.

Skinner never had to face more
than four Cougars at the plate in any
one inning. The closest threat came
in the bottom of the third when
Wischusen drilled her double to deep
left, but when she rounded second

and decided to return, she became the
victim of a fine relay.

The Cougars were, however, at a
disadvantage offensively with the
absence of pitcher Julie Siragusa, who
had been sidelined with an ankle in-
jury. Siragusa, who batted in the No.
3 spot, had been one of the Cougars’
key hitters.

Cougar Meg Sawyer took over the
pitching duties and held the Wolfpack
to no runs on one hit for the first three
innings, but when the “Small Ball”
came into play in the fourth inning,
the well-oiled wheels began to squeak.

Allie McCourt led off the fourth
inning for the Wolfpack with a bunt

single and promptly stole second on
the first pitch. Katie Carberry hopped
an RBI single up the middle. Becca
Raymond dropped a single into shal-
low centerfield. Cougar third baseman
Verilli handled a bunt well enough to
force out a runner at third. After an-
other force out, Kelsey Braun and
Skinner rapped back-to-back RBI
singles to give the Wolfpack a 3-0
lead. The speedy McCourt would fin-
ish the game with a pair of bunt
singles and a pair of stolen bases.

The more furious act of “Small
Ball” came in the sixth inning and
yielded three more runs. Five
Wolfpack girls laid down bunts, which

caused mental confusion, miscues and
throwing errors and a merry-go-round
of runners on the base paths.

“We don’t really see a lot of ‘Small
Ball’ from teams, so this was totally
different. They had a lot of lefties, a
couple of girls who did stuff that we
were not used to seeing, so we had
some miscommunication and some
misplays in the infield. That defi-
nitely contributed too,” said Ravetier,
who will now play club softball be-
fore moving on to Babson College in
Wellesley, Mass. in the fall.
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Cougar Youth Finds Success at Knights of Columbus Charity Baseball Event in Westfield
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NOT GETTING THE BALL ON TIME…Cougar catcher Melissa Moreno does not get the ball in time as Wolfpack base
runner Maggie English scores in the fourth inning.
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GETTING A PIECE OF THE BALL…Cougar Olivia Salinardo gets a piece of the ball in one of her plate appearances
against the Wolfpack in Cranford on May 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST…Cougar first baseman Olivia Salinardo makes the putout at first base on Maggie
English in the second inning in the sectional game against West Morris Central.
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AWAITING THE THROW…Cougar shortstop Nicole Ravetier awaits the throw at third base in the sixth inning against
West Morris Central. The Wolfpack girls won, 6-0.
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PITCHING A STRONG GAME…Tom Feeney of the Cranford Cougar 11/12’s baseball team pitched a strong game against
Newark Ironbound at the Knights of Columbus Charity event at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on May 29.
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SLIDING HOME SAFELY …Cranford Cougar Brian Papa slides home safely in the fifth inning during the Knights of
Columbus Charity event in Westfield on May 29. The Cougars handed Newark Ironbound a 17-4 defeat in five innings.


