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Changing of the Guard
Has Begun at WHS

Two long-time fixtures on the WHS
sports scene will be retiring at the end
of this school year: Kathy Luckey, an
SPFHS grad, and Greg Gorski, a
graduate of Clark (A.L. Johnson).

Luckey was a 40-year member of
the staff, having been there at the start
of girls sports at WHS. She coached
girls tennis for 22 seasons and also
several years of girls basketball. More
recently, she served as a liaison for
AD’s Ed Tranchina and Sandy
Mamary. Her tennis teams won 10
sectional and four state titles and she
is both a committee member and in-
ductee in the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame.

Gorski was an absolutely invalu-
able member of the school’s sports
programs, serving as a head coach in
girls basketball and boys track, and
also a longtime assistant in football
and track. He served 22 years under
football coaches Gary Kehler (1972-
82), Jim Benedict (1994-95) and Ed
Tranchina (1996-2004). Gorski’s 1976
girls hoops team went 18-6, a win
total surpassed only twice since (both
times with 19). He also was head boys
track coach for 12 years, ending in
1991, and his teams won four county
titles. Gorski has stayed on to assist
Jack Martin and was instrumental in
the success of quite a few state cham-
pion weightmen, jumpers and vault-
ers.

The trend of a retiring “old guard”
of coaches will, unfortunately, be con-
tinuing. Very-long-time coaches Bob
Brewster, Thom Hornish, George
Kapner, Jack Martin and Mike Tirone
will all be coming upon decision-time
re: retirement. That’s some of the best
coaches at one time since the mid-
1960s, when the WHS staff included
legends like Kehler, Walt Clarkson,
Joe Della Badia, Chuck Gantner,
Norm Koury, Dick Zimmer, John Lay,
Bjarne Tonneson and Bill Hansel.

For the record, Tirone has been a
part of the town’s school sports sys-
tem since 1967, when he – and fellow
“rookie” Dick Gralewski – coached
an eighth-grade football team that in-
cluded, among others, my brother C.J.!
(The team went 1-3, losing 6-0 in each
of the first three games before a win
over Montclair Academy. As seniors,
that WHS team went 9-0 and allowed
just four touchdowns, led by RJHS
grads John Kerr, Al Deombeleg, Bob
Mansell, Pete Parken, Bruce Cant,
Kurt Stiefken, Bill Taylor and Tom
Pfeiffer.)

DEN TRIVIA QUESTION
When WHS won the state Group 3
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Devils of the Month
Anna Simon, Sirena Van
Epp, Hannah Kronick,

Ashley Edwards

tennis tournament in 1957, its final
four wins came against Linden,
Millburn, Montclair and, in the title
match, Dickinson of Jersey City.
(Dickinson, in fact, had eliminated
WHS in both 1954 and ’56.) Who did
WHS beat 3-0 in the opening round?

STATE TOURNEY UPDATE
The WHS boys had their run of

sectional and state titles ended after
four years in a 5-0 loss to Ridge,
which won all five matches in straight
sets. Sounds like a rout, eh? It wasn’t.
Unbeaten Ridge won 65 games and
WHS won 43. The WHS doubles
teams lost 6-4, 6-4 and 7-6, 7-5; each
of the singles had close losses in at
least one set: 7-6, 7-5, 7-5.

(By the way, those past four years
WHS’s average season record was
30-1.5 . . . that’s 30 wins per year, and
1.5 losses per year!)

The tennis defeat was part of a rare
triple loss day for the Blue Devils, all
at Watchung Hills! In addition to the
neutral site tennis match, WHS lost to
Watchung Hills that day in both soft-
ball and boys lacrosse state tourna-
ment games.

The boys baseball team began sec-
tional play with come-from-behind 5-
4 wins over Franklin and Phillipsburg,
both times scoring twice in the bottom
of the seventh inning. The Brew Crew
played Hunterdon Central on Tues-
day in the semifinals. A win would put
them in the sectional final tomorrow.

The Franklin win was No. 20 on the
season. It is the 11th time in school
history that WHS has reached that
number, including nine times under
coach Bob Brewster. The last time
was in 2006. The first was in 1966,
when Brewster was a sophomore
backup catcher.

A.J. Murray broke the school single-
season home run record with his ninth
in a regular-season 10-0 win over Sum-
mit. The previous mark had been set
by two pretty fair hitters, Lamont
Turner (1999) and Mike Murray
(2006).

MILESTONES ON HOLD
The boys tennis team finished at

20-5 with a 5-0 victory over Summit,
putting coach George Kapner at 996
career victories as a WHS varsity
sports coach.

Baseball coach Bob Brewster was
at 496 career wins going into Tuesday’s
sectional semifinal against Hunterdon
Central.
$EEKING $OME A$$I$TANCE

Jon Holt, co-captain of the 2009
state champion boys swim team and
heading into his junior year the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts at Amherst,
will be spending his summer in xxxxx,
as a volunteer teacher/construction
worker.

Holt, a sort of renaissance guy, is
willing to take on the costs (approx.
$10,000); nobody had a gun to his
head forcing him to volunteer. But,
knowing the kind of young man he is,
the Den feels it’s only right to send
him a check to help defray his costs.
And we’re hoping that maybe some of
your Faithful Readers, especially
former WHS swimmers but also fans
of all WHS sports, will consider send-
ing whatever they can to help him to
Jon Holt, 779 Summit Avenue,
Westfield, NJ 07090.

If 500 readers sent $10 each, half
his costs would be covered, and that
would be very sociable of everybody
involved.

OLD SCHOOL UPDATE
We got one late addition to the “old

school” debate from the May 5 and 19
Dens. It comes from Charlie Widmer
(WHS, ’64) and, to no surprise, he is
Olde School-plus.

“I got a 12.75 out of 13,” he wrote.
“I’ve got two pair of black running
socks, one with a yellow No Mercy
logo, the other with a red snorting
bull. Not all black, but black enough
to keep me from a full 13.”

IN THE GENES
J.B. Kole, the son of former WHS

pitcher Jeff Kole (’76), was the win-
ning pitcher and singled in the winning
run as Ridge defeated Hillsborough 4-
3 in the Somerset County Champion-
ship game. It was the Green Devils’
first SCT title since 1989.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Cappiello (’08) just finished

his third year of varsity baseball at
Plymouth State University in New
Hampshire. The junior first baseman
hit .333 with eight doubles and 21
RBIs for the 12-24 Panthers. “Capp”
hit .378 and .389 his first two college
seasons, after hitting .357 and .356 his
last two years at WHS. He will be
playing with the Freehold Clippers of
the Atlantic Baseball Confederation
Collegiate League again this summer,
starting on Memorial Day.

Former WHS all-state quarterback
“Broad Street” Joe Monninger (’71)
is now Professor Joseph Monninger,
noted author and member of the En-
glish department at Plymouth State.

THIS AND THAT
If you want consistency, how about

the WHS boys swim team? In the 25-
year history of the state Team Cham-
pionships, the Devils have advanced

to the sectional finals all 25 years,
winning 17 of them en route to nine
state titles during that period. And the
girls swim team has won 14 straight
sectional titles, last losing to Randolph
in 1998.

While talking about the swimmers,
can anybody guess how many coaches
in New Jersey history have coached
their school’s boys AND girls teams
to state championships? Pretty sure
the answer is four: Cherry Hill East’s
Bill Sheppard, Mountain Lakes’ Dave
Leshnower, Haddonfield’s Bob
Querbin and . . . WHS’s Jeff Knight.
He coached the boys to state titles in
2008 and ’09, and the girls in ’11.
Next year, don’t be surprised if both
teams take it all.

Did St. Patrick really need to score
28 points in the fourth quarter to reach
100 in its UCT semifinal rout of SP-
F? A 72-50 lead going into the final
period for one of the country’s top-
rated teams would seem pretty safe,
and maybe time to work on its delay
game. Question: Did any of the Celtics
live in Union County? If you know, let
me know at bj1019@aol.com.

Not sure if this has ever happened in
school history, but the WHS baseball
and softball teams both lost three times
to Berkeley Heights this spring. Still,
it’s great to have the Highlanders back
on the schedule.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
With Tom Richardson and Terry

Bentley at singles, along with Perry
Fisher and Steve Falk at doubles, Sam
Bunting’s club opened the ’57 state
tourney with a win over . . . Don
Bosco!

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
The May winner of a free sub from

Ryan (The) Mann at Hershey’s subs is
the 4x400 (1,600) relay team of Anna
Simon, Sirena Van Epp, Hannah
Kronick and Ashley Edwards. The
foursome won the Union County Con-
ference and Union County champion-
ship races, with the team clocking a
county meet and school record 3:57.40
at the latter. That was more than two
full seconds faster than the old school
record. Splits were Simon 1 .2, Van
Epp 59.5, Kronick 1 .7 and Edwards
56.2. In addition, Edwards won the
100, 200 and 400 races at the confer-
ence championships.

The Devil’s Den appears in the
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Raiders Get Second in Track
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placed runner.
“Mentally I knew it was going to be

a tough race, because it would be me
against the clock, because that would
be my position next week for Groups
[championships]. My coach told me
if I ran a 55, the next person would be
around 59,” Englese said. “I tried to
get out hard. I felt myself starting to
slack a little bit on the back turn, but
I had to pick up my knees and keep
going. I am not too happy with my
time, but as long as I could continue
to help my team out in the sectionals.”

The next day, Englese had a full
workload, competing in the 100 and
200 meters instead of her usual 800
then finishing off the day with the
4x400.

“Now it’s the championship part of
the season. I really need to work on
my speed, so I am really happy to run
the 1’s [100] and the 2’s [200] just to
get me quick, like firing off, but espe-
cially to help me with my starts. My
starts will be a big part of my 400,”
Englese said.

Englese crossed first in the 200
with a time of 25.74 and second in the
100 with a time of 12.66. Teammate
Gilliam Burke finished sixth in the
200 at 26.92. Englese, Megan
Schetelich, Laura Van Horn and Jenna
Ellenbacher won the 4x400 with a
time of 4:02.76, followed by the Raid-
ers at 4:05.96.

Cougars Byanna Grant, Burke and
Regine Hunter, with a PR leap of 35-
4, all qualified for the finals in the
triple jump.

“It’s going to be right by her [Hunter]
PR, so we are going to have three girls,
who are going into the finals,” Cougar
Head Coach Pete Kane said.

Grant propelled into the finals with
a distance of 37-8, the best of all the
qualifiers.

“That’s a PR by three inches for
her,” Coach Kane pointed out.

Grant’s leap held up for first place,
followed by Raider Camille Handy at
37-2.5 and Burke with a distance of
36-2.5, a PR by a half an inch.

“My last jump was the best that I
have ever done, because I was right
on the board, and usually I am a little

behind the boards. I start out usually
around 34, but I increase as I go
along. My speed usually changes,”
Burke said.

Grant kept alternating between the
triple jump and pole vault events then
just after that, she competed in the
100 hurdle finals. Grant also tied for
second in the pole vault with a height
of 8-0 and placed third in the high
jump with a clearance of 5-0.

“When I go back to the pole vault,
I just block out what I did in the triple
jump. I just concentrate on that one
event, then I just concentrate on the
next one,” Grant explained.

Hunter, who placed fourth in the
triple jump with a distance of 35-9,
must have been inspired by Grant’s
success in multiple events.

“I have known her for a while, so it
is easy competing with her. I look up
to her anyway. I compete in triple
jump, long jump, high jump and 100-
meter dash,” said Hunter, who added,
“I like him [Coach Kane] to keep
pushing me. It makes me do better
every time.”

Grant had been greatly influenced
by former teammate Kelly Burke,
who placed first in the state last year
in the pole vault and took top honors
in the triple jump in critical meets
with a distance of 38-2.

“I look up to Kelly and try to beat
her personal records,” Grant com-
mented.

“We put our best athletes in the
hardest events, and they are coming
through for us. They are competing
with each other, and they are enjoy-
ing it, so it’s a lot of fun,” Coach Kane
said. “It’s nice, after Kelly [Burke]
that we have three kids coming on
and scoring.”

Raider Kathleen Leeper finished
third in the 3,200 meters with a time
of 12:00.16, while Cougar Megan
Byrnes finished sixth at 12:38.71.
Raider Christine Charles took sec-
ond in the long jump with a leap of
16-9, and Raider Sarah Robinson
finished second in the 400 hurdles at
1:07.65. Cougar Rebecca Shimonov
finished sixth in the 100 hurdles at
16.22.

In the Group 4 meet, Blue Devils
Anna Simon (1:00.4 PR), Sirena Van
Epp (59.4 PR), Hannah Kronick
(1:01.6) and Ashley Edwards (57.6)
finished second in the 4x400 with a
time of 3:59.1. Edwards took second
in the 400 with a time of 57.27. Van
Epp placed fifth in the triple jump
with a PR distance of 35-1. Her dis-
tance, along with Sophis Devita’s 32-
0 leap set a WHS record. Megan
Reilly placed second in the javelin
with a toss of 107-6 and Christine
Mosco took sixth at 99-2.

Reading is Good For You
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Westfield, Sunny home with spacious interior, boasting recent 
updates, hardwood floors and an easy flow. The living room 
adjoins the dining room & granite accented updated kitchen.  
The master has an updated bath, there are 3 more bedrooms, 
another full bath, family room, updated powder room, central 
air, remodeled rec room & deck. Presented for $745,000. 

       

    Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

        NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Westfield, Artfully styled Colonial with classic moldings, 
hardwood floors, comfy rooms & modern amenities. There is 
a fire lit living room, dining room, den & newer kitchen with 
breakfast nook. Lovely bedrooms, an enclosed porch, 1.5 
baths, delightful yard, a two car garage and a close to every-
thing location complete this portrait. Presented for $475,000. 

Westfield, Colonial with foyer, hardwood floors & classic 
moldings. The living room flows to the formal dining room. 
Nearby is the family room & eat-in kitchen w/powder room. 
The master bedroom has an updated  bath; there are 3 more 
bedrooms, another full bath, rec room, updated central air/
forced air heat & a superb location. Presented for $675,000. 

Westfield, Colonial with framed hardwood floors, moldings, 
skylights, high ceilings, recent updates & an addition. There 
is a living room, formal dining room, family room, den & a 
fabulous updated kitchen on the 1st floor. The master is 
joined by more bedrooms, an updated bath, rec room, patio 
& a close to everything location. Presented for $899,000. 

Westfield,  Colonial with ample room, charming details & a 
marvelously updated kitchen. Located in a quiet neighbor-
hood, boasting a spacious living room, formal dining room & 
inviting family room. There is a master suite, three more bed-
rooms, two updated baths, other recent updates & a sprawl-
ing yard with patio. Presented for $699,000. 

Scotch Plains, Conveniently located, spacious home w/
hardwood floors, custom built-ins & charming antique 
touches. The living room opens to the eat-in kitchen with new 
appliances. There is a family room, 1st floor master suite, 
two more bedrooms, office 2.1 baths, an easily finished base-
ment, & a sizable property. Presented for $435,000.  


