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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tenebrous – Dark; gloomy
2. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia

from which flour is made
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the

greedy pursuit of riches
4. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter

CUMSHAW
1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. An undue burden or unfair demand
3. An ample amount or quantity
4. A tip or gratuity

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion

PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones

Why Didn’t RVSA Execs., Board
See Errors in Cogen Proposal?

We have all read stories about snake oil salesmen.
We have all bought something and had it break the
first time. We have used it or spent money on a piece
of clothing only to have it disintegrate with one spin
in the washer. At night it’s one infomercial after
another trying to sell you the latest and greatest
product to make your life easier. For the most part,
after spending $19.99 on the item we’re not happy
that it doesn’t work, but we don’t feel like we’ve
really wasted a lot of time and money. Not so is the
case with the new cogeneration facility at the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA). This boon-
doggle has cost the taxpayers over $23 million to
build, and now, it doesn’t do anything it was sup-
posed to do.

There are 11 members of the RVSA board of
Commissioners, who come from various back-
grounds of business and science – Richard LoForte
of Kenilworth  worked in manufacturing for
Engelhard Corp.  and was appointed in 2008, Allen
Chin of Westfield is a registered professional engi-
neer and has been on the board since 1985, Frank
Mazzarella of Clark previously worked as the direc-
tor of the Bridgewater sewer utility and has been on
the board since 1992, James Murphy of Cranford has
been on the board since 2001 and is a professional
comptroller – just to name a few. All of these people,
despite their education and experience, were sold a
big giant bill of goods by PS&S/Keyspan.

For the RVSA, which constitutes such a large
portion of each town’s tax bill, the board has obvi-
ously been asleep at the wheel. We have a hard time
believing that these supposedly educated and knowl-
edgeable people did not realize any of the issues
highlighted in the RVSA lawsuit while it was hap-
pening over the past 10 years.

We believe that the RVSA board had good inten-

tions 10 years ago when they began to update the
facility and rectify the issues highlighted by a law-
suit with the New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP). The facility needed updat-
ing, the power system needed upgrading, and the
board asked the engineering firm of PS&S/Keyspan
to offer them solutions to these problems. According
to the lawsuit, in the several rounds of proposals, the
numbers that PS&S/Keyspan presented kept chang-
ing in terms of what this facility could or would do,
how much sludge it could handle and at what savings
this would be to the RVSA. Despite the fact that the
size of the proposed facility was growing in size and
cost, PS&S/Keyspan was promising the board that it
would save the same amount of money over carting
the sludge away. The lawsuit also alleges that some-
where along the way PS&S/Keyspan changed the
base case scenario to make it look like the cost
savings of the cogen facility was larger than it was.
Where was the board? Where was the executive
director? Where was any member of the RVSA staff
who was reviewing these plans? How do 11 people
approve all of these contracts and change orders,
review all these plans, listen to presentations, and not
one person on that board noticed any one of the
errors highlighted in the lawsuit?

In addition to the costs of the facility itself, there
are now the costs of the forensic accountants and
attorneys. But this issue is now in the hands of the
American Arbitration Association where the RVSA
is asking for $36 million plus interest and costs of
arbitration; and we have hope that this issue will be
resolved favorably for the taxpayers sake – but it
shouldn’t have happened in the first place. Mayors
and councils need to choose their designees to all
boards with care, choose someone who is going to
take the time and effort that each position requires,
not someone who is politically connected, espe-
cially when the futures of our towns and our tax
dollars are at stake.

Also, authorities shouldn’t be money pits for attor-
neys, accountants and engineers.

Scotch Plains GOP Should Have
Listened to Views of Council DEMS

Mayor Malool Clarifies
Statement In Article

Council Did Not Select New
Police Chief, Search Panel Did

One important correction: The Garwood Borough Council
did not select Lieutenant Underhill as the new police chief.

He was recommended as the new chief by a mayoral search
committee. I imagine the council will be asked to ratify this
decision at some point in the future.

James Mathieu
Garwood Councilman

$30,000 Per Student Is Not Enough
For Asbury Park Board of Education?

Despite the fact that the Asbury Park
School system spends $29,819 per stu-
dent on education, its school board is
seeking to overturn the decision by a
state-appointed fiscal monitor to close
the Barack Obama Elementary School
due to a decline in elementary school
enrollment. Assembly Republicans Dave
Rible and Mary Pat Angelini ( both R-
Monmouth) say the board’s actions show
how indifferent it is to the amount tax-
payers contribute to education, particu-
larly since Asbury Park receives 89 per-
cent of its funding from the state.

“Taxpayers across the state should be
outraged that a school system which
spends $12,000 more per pupil than the
average school district in New Jersey has
the audacity to oppose the decision to
close a school,”Asm. Rible said. “Suing
the state will be costly and time consum-
ing. The school board’s action is pre-
cisely why a state monitor is needed in
Asbury Park. Many school districts have
tightened their belts and are meeting the
challenge to operate more efficiently.
Asbury Park’s school board has not
learned that lesson.”

The school board’s decision comes a
month after a state audit of the Asbury
Park School system revealed a myriad of
inefficiencies and wasteful spending in
the district. The findings revealed that
the district erroneously paid premiums
totaling $15,000 for health and dental

enrollment, including payments for 13
months for an individual who was an
employee of another public school dis-
trict; a contractor was overpaid $25,200
while another was overpaid $7,500, and
staff were allotted 1,300 extra days of for
“critical illness in the family.” The audit
was conduced between July 2009 and
December 2010.

“One month ago, Assemblyman Rible
and I called for stricter controls over
spending by the district when the embar-
rassing audit was released,”Asw. Angelini
said. “The school board is accountable to
all the taxpayers in New Jersey who help
fund Asbury Park’s school system. In-
stead of looking for ways to streamline its
operation, the board wants to perpetuate
a system that is failing both students and
taxpayers. The board members who voted
to reverse the decision need to make the
case why a system whose enrollment is
declining by 40 percent should continue
the status quo. I don’t believe they can.”

Note: Last Friday, the New Jersey De-
partment of Education released updated
spending figures for the 2009-2010 school
year in its Taxpayers’ Guide to Education
Spending. The report revealed the aver-
age total spending per pupil in New Jer-
sey for the 2009-2010 school year was
$17,836, compared to Asbury Park’s
$29,819.

Rich Savner
Assembly Republican Office

Letters to the Editor

In the [Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times May 26] planning
board article, although Michael [Pollack] accurately depicted
what I said, he also omitted what I consider to be an important
point. While I did reject several developers’ proposals for the
Verizon site, I also told each of them that I represent only one
vote out of five and that each developer could make a presenta-
tion before the entire council to request rezoning, or they could
go to the zoning board of adjustment, but none of the developers
chose to do so. I think it’s important to note because the article
makes it look like I have the ability to make rezoning decisions
or accept/reject development applications by myself, and as you
know, in Scotch Plains’ form of government, I do not have that
authority.

Nancy Malool, Scotch Plains Mayor

Memorial Day Marked
Grand Finale

For WHS Band Dir.
Congratulations and thanks to  Doug

Schwarz – director of the Westfield High
School Marching Band. This past
Monday’s solid performance of the WHS
Marching Band at the Memorial Day
parade was a fitting end to his term as
director of the marching band. Mr.
Schwarz will be moving on from his
position as band director to further his
personal education. He will be missed
tremendously by all that had the pleasure
to learn and work with him during the
past few years.

As was always the case, the marching
band was well prepared and performed
spectacularly at the parade. The band
began with a solid playing of the national
anthem to start the ceremonies, performed
a rousing reprise of songs from their
playbook while marching and ended with
a fine medley of the military hymns from
all branches of service during the closing
ceremony for veterans at the Fairview
cemetery. The spirit, professionalism,
talent and dedication that Mr. Schwarz
instilled upon the members of the march-
ing band were there for all to witness.
Bravo, Mr. Schwarz, bravo.

On behalf of all the other families and
friends involved with the marching band,
I would like to thank Mr. Schwarz for his
dedication and commitment to the march-
ing band. We wish you well in your future
endeavors and will always appreciate your
effort on behalf of the students.

Frank Dougert
Westfield

Westfield, Here is List
Of Unsafe Sidewalks on

Southside of Town
My sympathies to Ms. Florence

Duggan, who fell on the Edgewood Av-
enue sidewalk. I find it a real shame that
neither the homeowner nor the Town of
Westfield would cover the expense to
repair her glasses.

I do need to thank you for bringing to
my attention Title 59:4-3, a municipality
must have actual or constructive notice of
a condition and not remedy the condition
before the town can be held liable.

As an avid walker, I hear by give notice
to the Town of Westfield that the side-
walks on the following streets are unsafe:
Boulevard, Drake Place, Grove Street,
Montauk Drive, Rahway Avenue, Scotch
Plains Avenue, Shackamaxon Drive,
Shadowlawn Drive, South Avenue, Sum-
mit Avenue, Talcott Road, Tice Place,
Washington Street, Westfield Avenue,
West Broad Street and Willow Grove
Road.

The above list is inclusive of the streets
that I frequently walk. Just because a
street, with sidewalks is not listed, doesn’t
mean that they are safe. As you can see by
the above list, my walks most occur on
the south side of Westfield, but I am sure
that the sidewalks on the north side aren’t
much better.

I will make sure to give notice to the
Town of Westfield as I encounter addi-
tional unsafe sidewalks on my twice-
daily walks. If anyone would like to join
me and see for yourself, I look forward to
the company.

Jacqueline Bass
Westfield

I couldn’t attend the May 18th town
council meeting where the Republican
majority passed the tax increase due to a
previous business commitment. Thanks
to technology we can relive these mo-
ments on our computers.

I agree with the comments of the Tea
Party where they said that the town’s
budget should be non-partisan. After the
November election, when Mr. Glover
was re-elected and Mr. Marcus was
elected, I told them that I, as the Demo-
cratic chairman, expected them to make
the decisions based on what they felt was
the right thing to do, not necessarily the
politically correct thing to do. They were
elected, not me.

It is interesting that in the recent bud-
get drama played out live on May 18,
Republican Chairman McClintock and
former Republican Mayor Marks got up
and attempted to preemptively shut down
any meaningful discussion of a local prop-
erty tax freeze during the public com-
ments prior to the budget discussion.

The truth of the matter is that there
were at least half a dozen opportunities to
reduce the taxes worthy of a discussion.
Councilman Vastine said that this was
the first time he had heard about them,

suggesting some sort of political trickery.
Certainly that is not true. He heard about
them during the conference meeting prior
to the televised meeting. I understand that
the three Republicans chose not to listen
to Mr. Glover or Mr. Marcus. Why? Ob-
viously, because they are in the majority
and a majority can do that.

So what was the right decision that
night? In my opinion, the right decision
would have been to table the vote and
spend a little bit more time considering
some options. If in the end, the decision
was to ignore the opportunities, then so
be it. At least they could have said that
they tried.

Obviously, by the mere presence of
Mr. McClintock and Mr. Marks, the po-
litical fix was in and the vote was going to
be passed regardless of the protests of the
Tea Party or our two Democratic council-
men.

Folks, we need to get the Mayor to
understand that she needs to, at the very
least, listen and consider the opinions of
the minority. Please call her at (908) 322-
6700 and tell her so. Thank you!

Louis Beckerman,
Scotch Plains Dem. Chairman

Will The Constitutional Right to
Complain Be Decided in the Courts?
An interesting problem faces the

[Westfield] council and the town. There
are two citizens with the constitutional
right to complain and there is a council
with a constitutional right to conduct
business. The two sides are on a collision
course and neither wishes to attempt to
accommodate the other. If it continues,
the matter will eventually go to court to
everyone’s financial detriment.

The two ladies involved believe they
were abused in the beginning of their
complaints. They most probably are cor-
rect, but that is no excuse for the abuse
they now heap on the council. Decorum
and civility would serve them much bet-
ter than vitriol. They would be wise to
remain as victims rather than be seen as
aggressors.

The council, on the other hand, most
probably began the problem months ago
with its original mistreatment of the la-
dies. There seems to be some unwritten
maxim that to admit a mistake is fatal to
the dignity of the council. With blind
obedience to that maxim, the majority sit
in uncomfortable silence while the om-
nipotence of the council is defended by
the minority. Compromise is most likely
considered blasphemy.

The two bulls charge headlong at one
another with no one willing to blink.

After all this time, may I suggest that
the ladies act like ladies. A simple state-
ment, politely said, can be more devastat-
ing than a vulgar tantrum.

May I further suggest that the council

un-circle the wagons and suggest the
possibility of perceived error. This does
not require donning sackcloth and ashes,
it means admitting you are human. You
have the opportunity to take the high
road, to exercise the ancient “noblesse
oblige” and begin the process of ending
this drama without admitting anything.

Who did what to whom and all the
other arguments of the past should be put
aside. The only question that should be
answered is the best and safest location
for the light on Central Avenue. It should
not be difficult to find a traffic expert who
can validly assert his/her independence.
After an examination of the area and
whatever documents he/she requires, a
report should be given to the public and
the council simultaneously.[ No commu-
nication to either side in advance]. Let the
chips fall where they may.

This may result in boring council meet-
ings deprived of their present protests.
This might be considered acceptable to
the council.

This might result in the end of a “cause,”
but it will end in a dignified manner and,
if it goes against the ladies, they will have
remained the victims rather than possibly
be seen as aggressors.

Ignoring the results as perceived by the
combatants, the public would have a fair
ending to questions that have gone unan-
swered for too long.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Westfield Sidewalks Replacement Program, See Online
Dear Ms. Bass, The copy of your e-

mail to The Leader has been received by
the mayor and council.

Regarding your report of the condi-
tions of sidewalks in various locations,

let me first confirm that Title 59 is a state
law that does provide a degree of immu-
nity to municipalities under certain cir-
cumstances. In the case of sidewalks,
however, the issue is not necessarily Title
59. Sidewalks, including all maintenance
and repairs, are the responsibility of the
abutting property owner. The incident
that you refer to in your letter occurred on
a sidewalk that abutted a private resi-
dence and therefore that sidewalk is the
responsibility of that private property
owner, not the Town of Westfield.

This is a great opportunity to reiterate
that the Town of Westfield does have a
sidewalk replacement program in place
to assist property owners. If interested,
property owners may make application to

the Town to be included in the program.
The total cost of any sidewalk construc-
tion that abuts the applicant’s property is
the responsibility of the applicant/prop-
erty owner, but it will be billed over a
three-year period via a special assess-
ment on the property. In addition to the
convenience of paying over time, a ben-
efit to the program is it offers the econo-
mies of scale. That is, higher volume
offers lower costs. Applications for the
sidewalk replacement program are avail-
able online at www.westfieldnj.gov (go
to “Forms and Permits” under the Public
Works Department).

Joan Thermann
Town of Westfield

Assistant to Mayor, Administrator


