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TWO DECADES OF PHILANTHROPY…Westfield resident and New Jersey
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., (R-21, Westfield), second from right, joins Hans
Dekker, left, president of the Community Foundation of New Jersey, Ruth Dekker,
second from left, Partnership in Philanthropy (PIP) Board member Gina Moran,
center, and Victoria Foundation Executive Director Irene Cooper Basche at PIP’s
20th anniversary celebration dinner, recently held at the Short Hills Hilton.
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Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

I have used Park Grove Auto Body on several occasions

and have been  more than satisfied every time. I am spoiled

by the door-to-door service and my car comes back

practically brand new. Park Grove does high quality work,

is very professional, and handles all the paperwork and

negotiations with the insurance company. The attention to

detail is phenomenal. Joe Binko is trustworthy and easy to

work with. The process is completely hassle-free.

Jody W., Westfield NJ

Heres what our Customers are saying

Art  Ammermuller
Business Health Plans    Medicare Plans

Term Life Insurance

art@benefitsnj.com     14 Years Experience

732-345-6300
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Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Approval Rating Dips
To 51 Percent in FDU Poll

A recent Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s PublicMind poll has 55
percent of New Jerseyans believing
the state is “on the wrong track,” up
from 47 percent in April while Gover-
nor Chris Christie’s approval rating
dipped to 44 percent, down from 51
percent in April. The FDU poll of 804
registered voters statewide was con-
ducted by telephone with both landline
and cell phones from May 16 to 22.

Millburn to Hear Report on
Parking Deck Proposals

Summit and Cranford have park-
ing decks, Westfield voters rejected a
deck and now the Millburn Township
Committee is scheduled to meet to-
night, June 2, to report on parking
deck proposals for Lot 7 at the
Millburn train station and Lot 2 at the
intersection of Essex Street and
Lackawanna Place, northjersey.com
has reported.

Residents of the Glen Avenue
neighborhood near the train station
said a deck would adversely affect
their quality of life. Businesses are
also opposed, saying the Essex Street
deck construction would tie up 170
of existing parking spaces in the
Millburn’s biggest lot for nine
months.

ELEC Sues Sharp James for
Repayment of Campaign Funds
The New Jersey Election Law En-

forcement Commission (ELEC) has
filed a civil lawsuit in the state Supe-
rior Court for repayment of $94,004
in campaign funds that ELEC claims
were used to fund criminal defense
costs for former State Senator and
ex-Newark mayor Sharpe James,
politickernj.com has reported.

Jesse Jackson Guest Speaker
At N.J. Union Rallies

Rev. Jesse Jackson was in New
Jersey on Tuesday to rally workers at
Camden’s Walt Whitman Park, ac-
cording to news reports. He was also
scheduled to appear in Jersey City,
Newark and Trenton at press time
yesterday, June 1.

The Christie Administrator is in
contract talks with the largest public
workers union, the Communications
Workers of America. The governor
wants state employees to more of
their health insurance costs. Workers
currently pay 1.5 percent.

Rep. King Leaves Door Open
To Presidential Run in ‘12

Rep. Peter King (R-N.Y.), chair-
man of the U.S. House Homeland
Security Committee, said he is leav-
ing the door open for a possible presi-
dential bid. “Let’s see what happens,”
Rep. King told The Associated Press.
“This is something out of the blue. It
is a great honor, but right now I am
focused on getting re-elected to the
House next year.”

Joseph Mondello, chairman of the
Nassau County Republican Commit-
tee, suggested Rep. King run for presi-
dent during a recent party fundraiser.

WNET to Takeover NJN
Through New Non-Profit

New Jersey officials are completing
a deal to give New Jersey Network’s
(NJN) television operation to a new
nonprofit corporation run by WNET
Channel 13, the New York City-based
PBS flagship station, according to a
Star-Ledger report. The new WNET
nonprofit company in New Jersey,
which will manage the operation, is
expected to work with programmers,
including Caucus Educational Corp.,
the nonprofit New Jersey production
company run by Steve Adubato Jr., to
provide local content, according to the
Ledger article.

Corps Allocates $7.5 M for
Beach Replenishment

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers has allocated $7.5 million in
replenishment funds for Monmouth
Beach and northern Long Branch.
The money follows a request by
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th) who rep-
resents Monmouth County in Con-
gress. Mr. Pallone also sought funds
for dredging Shark River and for
two engineering and feasibility stud-
ies in the Jersey Shore area.

That Army Corps money will be
added to about $2.5 million in fed-
eral and state funds to provide a total
of $12  to $14 million that will allow
the Army Corps to begin the projects
later this year, the Asbury Park Press
reported.

Christie Asks HUD to Approve
Fort Monmouth Redevelopment

Governor Chris Christie has joined
lawmakers in calling on the Depart-
ment of  Housing and Urban Redevel-
opment (HUD) to approve the rede-
velopment plan for Fort Monmouth
that was submitted in 2008.

Rutherford Institute Files
Lawsuit on Behalf of Renna
NEWARK —The Rutherford In-

stitute has filed a free speech lawsuit
against Union County over its claim
that a local community activist can-
not utilize the county seal on her
local TV show.

The lawsuit, filed in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in New Jersey, alleges that
Union County officials violated the
First Amendment rights of Union
County Watchdog Association Presi-
dent Tina Renna when they demanded
she cease displaying the seal on
“Union County Citizen’s Forum” or
face a trademark infringement law-
suit.

“This case represents a grotesque
violation of our First Amendment
right to free expression,” said John
Whitehead, president of The Ruth-
erford Institute. “Government offi-
cials should know better. Such cen-
sorship has no place in a free soci-
ety.”

Mrs. Renna began producing the
television show for airing on the
Township of Cranford’s public ac-
cess Channel 35. The show consists
primarily of reading the resolutions
and formal acts of the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders as well as other news
and public information of local inter-
est.

Displayed in the background dur-
ing the show was a graphic consisting
of the Union County seal with a spot-
light shining on it to symbolize the
show’s purpose of bringing to light
the activities and workings of the
county government.

 In September 2010, Cranford

Township received a letter from the
county’s counsel demanding that the
township “cease and desist use of the
Seal of the County of Union in any
way including, but not limited to,
displaying it in the background of all
television shows” except for recorded
Freeholder meetings.

The letter advised that the seal is a
pending trademark, that “you are
committing trademark infringement,”
and demanded proof that television
shows had been changed to eliminate
use of the seal. Township officials
advised Mrs. Renna of the letter and
she removed the spotlighted seal from
the background.

Mrs. Renna contacted The Ruther-
ford Institute for advice about her
rights. In April Institute attorneys
informed Union County officials of
Mrs. Renna’s First Amendment right
to display the seal in connection with
news programming and requested that
the county withdraw its claim to trade-
mark protection in the seal.

However, the county refused to
disclaim its assertion of trademark
protection. In response, Institute at-
torneys filed a First Amendment law-
suit in federal court asking the court
to affirm Mrs. Renna’s right to dis-
play the seal.

The lawsuit contends that the
county seal is not subject to trade-
mark protection and that its display
in connection with news and public
information programming is consti-
tutionally protected expression,
which does not constitute trademark
infringement.

Stender: Christie Decision On
RGGI Was ‘Short-Sighted’

TRENTON – Asw. Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains), one of the prime
sponsors of both the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative (RGGI) and the
Global Warming Response Act, has
called Governor Chris Christie’s deci-
sion to pull New Jersey out of RGGI,
“short-sighted and calamitous.” Her
statement as follows:

“This is yet another example of
the Governor unilaterally imposing
his disastrous ideology on the people
of this state in an effort to pander to
his larger conservative base. He
claims RGGI has been ineffective,
yet offered no data to back up that
claim.

“Meanwhile, according to the lat-
est RGGI report, pollution is down
15 to 30 percent since its launch,
almost 18,000 jobs have been cre-
ated, and the region’s economy has
grown by more than $2.3 billion. In
New Jersey, alone, just the first dozen
projects funded through the program
will help reduce our Co2 emissions
by 84,000 metric tons each year and
help businesses generate over
167,000 megawatt hours of clean
energy per year, enough to meet the
equivalent annual electricity needs
of more than 19,600 typical New
Jersey households.

“The Governor also claims he has
the authority to single-handedly with-
draw us from RGGI. Meanwhile,
other states that have considered this
move have done so through the leg-

islative process. In fact, his own
Republican colleagues in our Leg-
islature believe the same thing, go-
ing so far as to introduce legisla-
tion that would withdraw us from
RGGI. We’ve seen the Governor
turn his back on women, the work-
ing poor, and the middle class, but
now he has turned his back on our
entire state and our future way of
life.

“This decision is short-sighted
and calamitous for future genera-
tions and I will do everything in my
power to fight it legislatively in
order to protect the people of our
state. The Governor’s feet must be
held to the fire when it comes to his
legal requirement to meet the ambi-
tious greenhouse gas reductions
goals set forth in the Global Warm-
ing Response Act,” Asw. Stender
said.

Meanwhile, Asm. Michael Patrick
Carroll (R-25, Morristown) issued
an opposing viewpoint. He called
RGGI a “tax and spend program run
by a secretive private entity [that]
has nothing to do with the environ-
ment and everything to do with driv-
ing up energy prices.”

“We should unshackle the
nuclear industry, explore more do-
mestic sources of energy, look to
more hydropower, and, perhaps,
provide tax credits for energy effi-
cient projects and vehicles,” he
said.

Survey of CEOs Show
State’s Economy Improving
TRENTON — The attitude of New

Jersey CEOs toward the state’s
economy and business climate has
improved significantly over the last
18 months, according to the results of
the New Jersey Economic Policy
Summit’s latest “C-Suite Survey” (C-
Suite VI) of Garden State CEOs.

The findings, presented on May 25
at the fourth annual New Jersey Eco-
nomic Policy Conference, show that
75 percent of respondents believe
that the state government has become
more responsive to the needs of the
business community over the past six
months. Almost as many, 72 percent,
rated New Jersey’s economy as fair

or good. These figures are up from 35
percent and 34 percent, respectively,
in the previous C-Suite Survey (C-
Suite V), conducted in the fall of 2009.

“While the results also show that
New Jersey still is viewed as having
a long way to go in terms of its tax
structure and regulatory environment
as compared to other states, attitudes
clearly have gotten better,” Bloustein
Dean James W. Hughes said. “In the
current survey, 48 percent of respon-
dents say state government is encour-
aging/enthusiastic or helpful/support-
ive, as compared to 31 percent in the
previous survey conducted in the fi-
nal quarter of 2009.”


