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OPEN HOUSE GALA
You are cordially invited to our Open House Event 

June 4 - 5, 2011  1-4 pm
Visit our website or snap the QR code for a complete list of our Open Houses Snap this QR code  

with your Smartphone  
to visit our Web site

Scotch Plains Police Officers Fiore and
Cheney Assist in Delivery of Baby

SCOTCH PLAINS  — On May 24,
at approximately 10:17 p.m., Officer
Jason Fiore, of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department was on routine pa-
trol when he was flagged down by a
resident on the 2000 block of
Westfield Avenue.

The resident stated that his wife was
in labor and was about to give birth.
Off. Fiore radioed headquarters to dis-
patch the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
to the scene and requested the assis-
tance of additional officers. Officer
Brian Cheney arrived immediately,
and with the assistance of several fam-

ily members, delivered the baby in-
side the residence.

Off. Cheney, a former medic, was
able to stabilize the mother and new-
born child. The baby was born at
approximately 10:33 p.m. without
any complications.

The rescue squad responded and
transported mother and child to Over-
look Hospital for further care. Police
Chief Brian Mahoney stated that all
police officers receive first aid train-
ing as first responders and this is the
eighth time Off. Cheney’s has deliv-
ered a baby in his career.

Jason Fiore Brian Cheney

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THE FESTIVITIES BEGIN…Vin and Nick Losavio, owners of John’s Meat Market in Scotch Plains, share the duties
of Master of Ceremony at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade on Monday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TWIRLING DIRVISH...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Color Guard
entertain the crowd with their expert flag twirling abilities at the annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade held Monday.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade by Christina M. Hinke

Scotch Plains Municipal, Library
Budgets Clarifications Addressed
SCOTCH PLAINS—  In order to

clear up any confusion in last week’s
story about the adoption of the Scotch
Plains municipal government, we offer
some clarifications. The total budget
amounts to $23.5 million. Of that total,
$1.4 million is earmarked for the town-
ship library. This year’s property tax
bills, under a mandate from the state,
will list the library as a separate line
item, meaning there will be a tax rate
listed for both the library, which will be
13.4-cents per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value, and for the municipal gov-
ernment, which will be $1.431 per $100,
a decrease of 8.7-cents from 2010.

For the average assessed home in
Scotch Plains of $122,100, the munici-
pal tax decrease amounts to $106.23 —

or $1,747.25 vs. $1,853.23 last year.
For an average assessed home, the cost
for the library is $163.61.

As Township Manager Chris Marion
stated at the May 18 budget hearing,
the library line item on the tax bills is
“not a new charge, fee or tax.”

The total appropriations for 2011,
including the library, amounts to $23.5
million, which is 2.3 percent higher
than 2010. The total tax rate, including
the library, is $1.565, a 4.7-cent in-
crease from last year. For the average
assessed home, that equates to a total
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes of $57.39 — or $1,910.87
vs. $1,853.48.

We regret any confusion created on
our part.

Hundreds Line Streets for
Annual SP-F Parade

By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Hundreds of spectators lined Park
Avenue Monday for the annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Pa-
rade, which was preceded by wreath-
laying ceremonies in the two com-
munities.

This year’s parade featured “The
70th Anniversary of the Start of World
War II” as its theme. The four grand
marshals chosen by the American
Legion for the event — Robert “Red”
Taylor, Frank A. Russo, Alex DiPace,
and George Reider — all served in
that conflict and are now residents of
Scotch Plains or Westfield.

Mr. Taylor said he derived a sense
of pride simply from having been
asked to serve as one of the parade’s
grand marshals.

Other veterans of the Second World
War living in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield were named and ap-
plauded just before the presentation
of the wreaths in an opening cer-
emony. When World War II veterans
drove down Park Avenue in the pa-
rade shortly thereafter, veterans of
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Af-
ghanistan and Iraq followed in their
own cars close behind.

George Becker, a Korean War vet-
eran who took part in the parade, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“I like parades, and as an ex-service-

man, I like this one even more. I’m
glad to be a citizen in the greatest
country in the world.”

The parade led off with a bagpipe
player, a car carrying the four grand
marshals, and a number of cars driven
by other veterans. Also featured were
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School color guard, marching band
and cheerleaders. Amongst the groups
that made an appearance were the
two towns’ Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts
and Daisy Scouts; the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association;
Scotch Plains Softball; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Lacrosse; the Scotch Plains
Modern Academy of Fine Arts; the
Marie Moore School of Irish Dance;
the Fanwood Lions; the Metropoli-
tan Festival Band; the Fanwood Re-
publican Club; the Fanwood Demo-
crat Club; the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood; and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

The Scotch Plains ceremony took
place at the Veterans Monument at
the intersection of Park and Front
Street and included the presentation
of the wreaths, a gun salute, the high
school marching band’s rendition of
“The Star-Spangled Banner” and the
school’s chamber choir singing
“America the Brave” and “God Bless
America,” a benediction, and a speech
by Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Over the past several years, said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

State, Local Officials React to
Court Ruling for Abbott Districts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The New Jersey Supreme
Court, in a sharply divided 3-2 deci-
sion, has ordered the state to fund an
additional $500 million to the state’s
32 poorest districts, defined as Abbott
Districts. The Christie administra-
tion slashed $800 million in educa-
tion funding in last year’s budget.
Some of the aid was restored in this
year’s spending plan, which is due
July 1.

Justice Jaynee LaVecchia, writing
for the majority of the court, said the
“state has failed to fully fund the
SFRA (School Funding Reform Act)

in Fiscal Year 2011” and the educa-
tion cuts in 2010 “have been
instructionally consequential and sig-
nificant.”

“The state seeks, through the legis-
lative power over appropriations, to
diminish the Abbott pupils’ right to
funding required for their receipt of a
thorough and efficient education af-
ter representing to this court that it
would not do so in order to achieve a
release from the parity
requirement…The state may not use
the appropriations power as a shield
from its responsibilities.”

Justice Roberto Rivera-Soto, who
gave the dissenting opinion, said Jus-

tice LaVecchia’s “remedy [to fully
fund] just the 32 former Abbott Dis-
tricts is not sufficient to meet consti-
tutional violations found by Judge
[Peter E.] Doyne,” the Special Mas-
ter appointed by the New Jersey Su-
preme Court to conduct a remand
hearing on whether the state
underfunded the school aid formula
in the 2010-2011 budget. “When, as
here, there is grave doubt concerning
the propriety of a procedural maneu-
ver employed, it ill-becomes the Ju-
diciary — the unelected branch of
government — to engage in an un-
seemly power-grab under the guise
of unnecessary constitutional adju-
dication. Far greater virtue lies in
allowing the political branches of
government — those directly elected
by the citizenry to give voice to their
views to engage in a Democratic dis-
course and seek solutions consonant
with their constitutional obligations.”

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) in a statement said,
“Using the state’s windfall, we should
provide additional funding for all in-
adequately funded districts across
New Jersey. This will render the
court’s decision a moot point.”

“Adequate funding and quality edu-
cation are not urban versus rural or
suburban issues. Education is a New
Jersey issue,” Mr. Sweeney said.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield), whose district includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and Clark,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he believes the court case in-
volves more than solely the Abbott
Districts, noting that a lot of educa-
tion funding “helps students with
learning disabilities.”

“This issue is a lot bigger than a
half a billion dollars [to Abbott Dis-
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RVSA Seeks to Recover $36 M
For Construction of Co-Gen

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) manages and
maintains the facilities to handle sew-
erage treatment for 11 Union County
municipalities. The 11 towns include
Clark, Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Rahway, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Springfield, Westfield,
and Woodbridge and the governing

body from each town appoints one
commissioner to the RVSA. Each com-
missioner serves a three-year term on
the board, receives a stipend of ap-
proximately $2,000 per year and there
are no term limits.

For 2011 the RVSA has approxi-
mately $23 million in anticipated rev-
enue, with almost all the funds coming
from service charges to its member
municipalities. The 2011 budget totals
the same $23 million in revenue. For
2011 the RVSA’s expenses include $3.2
million in salaries and wages,
$1,344,150 in “fringe benefits,” $5.3
million in “other expenses,” $9,836,150
for providing services, and a debt ser-
vice payment of $9,744,400. RVSA’s
total debt as of December 31, 2010 was

$203,542,316.
In March of this year the RVSA’s

attorney, Julie Donohue of Weiner
Lesniak, filed a Demand for Arbitra-
tion where the RVSA is seeking to
recover “$36 million, plus interest and
costs of arbitration” in reimbursements
for the construction of a cogeneration
facility which, according to the RVSA,
cost $23,657,344. In addition to attor-
neys’ fees, the RVSA has also spent
$2,332,857 on a forensic accountant in
order to uncover all of the cost overruns
with the cogen facility.

The cogen facility was originally to
be constructed at a cost of $10.4 mil-
lion under the original proposal by
Paulus Sokolowski and Sartor L.L.C.
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