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OPEN HOUSE GALA
You are cordially invited to our Open House Event 

June 4 - 5, 2011  1-4 pm
Visit our website or snap the QR code for a complete list of our Open Houses Snap this QR code  

with your Smartphone  
to visit our Web site

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ANTICIPATION...Monday morning, the crowd at the Westfield Memorial Day
Parade listens to the opening cermonies held before the start of the parade.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
HEROES...Veterans cruise the parade route atop a float encased in flags during the Westfield Memorial Day Parade held
Monday. The veterans made their way to Fairview Cemetery on East Broad Street, where closing cermonies were held.

State, Local Officials React to
Court Ruling for Abbott Districts

RVSA Seeks to Recover $36 M
For Construction of Co-Gen

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The New Jersey Supreme
Court, in a sharply divided 3-2 deci-
sion, ordered the state to fund an
additional $500 million to the state’s
32 poorest districts, defined as Abbott
Districts. The Christie administra-
tion slashed $800 million in educa-
tion funding in last year’s budget.
Some of the aid was restored in this
year’s spending plan, which is due
July 1.

Justice Jaynee LaVecchia, writing
for the majority of the court, said the
“state has failed to fully fund the
SFRA (School Funding Reform Act)
in Fiscal Year 2011” and the educa-
tion cuts in 2010 “have been
instructionally consequential and sig-
nificant.”

“The state seeks, through the legis-
lative power over appropriations to
diminish the Abbott pupils’ right to
funding required for their receipt of a
thorough and efficient education af-
ter representing to this court that it
would not do so in order to achieve a
release from the parity
requirement…The state may not use
the appropriations power as a shield
from its responsibilities.”

Justice Roberto Rivera-Soto, who
gave the dissenting opinion, said Jus-
tice LaVecchia’s “remedy [to fully
fund] just the 32 former Abbott Dis-
tricts is not sufficient to meet consti-
tutional violations found by Judge
[Peter E] Doyne,” the Special Master
appointed by the New Jersey Su-
preme Court to conduct a remand
hearing on whether the state

underfunded the school aid formula
in the 2010-2011 budget.

“When, as here, there is grave doubt
concerning the propriety of a proce-
dural maneuver employed, it ill-be-
comes the Judiciary — the unelected
branch of government — to engage
in an unseemly power-grab under the
guise of unnecessary constitutional
adjudication. Far greater virtue lies
in allowing the political branches of
government — those directly elected
by the citizenry to give voice to their
views to engage in a Democratic dis-
course and seek solutions consonant
with their constitutional obligations,”
Justice Rivera-Soto stated in his dis-
senting opinion.

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) in a statement said,
“Using the state’s windfall, we should
provide additional funding for all in-
adequately funded districts across
New Jersey. This will render the
court’s decision a moot point.”

“Adequate funding and quality edu-
cation are not urban versus rural or
suburban issues. Education is a New
Jersey issue,” Mr. Sweeney said.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield), whose district includes
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Clark,
told The Westfield Leader he believes
the court case involves more than
solely the Abbott Districts, noting
that a lot of education funding “helps
students with learning disabilities.”

“This issue is a lot bigger than a
half a billion dollars [to Abbott Dis-
tricts],” Mr. Green said.

He said the 2010-2011 school year
funding cuts impacted not just urban
districts, but suburban districts like
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and North
Plainfield, both of which are in his
district. Mr. Green said districts face
issues from language barriers for
some students to the high cost of
special-education programs.

Assembly Majority Leader Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union) said in a pre-

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) manages and
maintains the facilities to handle sew-
erage treatment for 11 Union County
municipalities. The 11 towns include
Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Rahway,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Westfield and Woodbridge, and
the governing body from each town
appoints one commissioner to the
RVSA. Each commissioner serves a
three-year term on the board, receives
a stipend of approximately $2,000
per year, and there are no term limits.

For 2011 the RVSA has approxi-
mately $23 million in anticipated rev-

enue, with almost all the funds com-
ing from service charges to its mem-
ber municipalities. The 2011 budget
totals the same $23 million in rev-
enue. For 2011 the RVSA’s expenses
include $3.2 million in salaries and
wages, $1,344,150 in “fringe ben-
efits,” $5.3 million in “other ex-
penses,” $9,836,150 for providing
services, and a debt service payment
of $9,744,400. RVSA’s total debt as
of December 31, 2010 was
$203,542,316.

In March of this year the RVSA’s
attorney, Julie Donohue of Weiner
Lesniak, filed a Demand for Arbitra-
tion where the RVSA is seeking to
recover “$36 million, plus interest
and costs of arbitration” in reimburse-
ments for the construction of a co-
generation facility which, according
to the RVSA, cost $23,657,344. In
addition to attorneys’ fees, the RVSA
has also spent $2,332,857 on a foren-
sic accountant in order to uncover all
of the cost overruns with the cogen
facility.

The cogen facility was originally
to be constructed at a cost of $10.4
million under the original proposal
by Paulus Sokolowski and Sartor
L.L.C. (PS&S).

The cogen facility project, which
began in 2000, was supposed to burn
methane gas created from the digest-
ing of sludge to help power the facil-
ity and to dry and burn sludge as a
cost savings versus hauling and dis-
posing of the sludge created at the
sewerage facility.

The arbitration is being brought
against Amin Engineering P.C.,
PS&S, Consolidated Construction
Management Services, Inc. (CCMS),
Keyspan Corporation, National Grid
Services, Inc., Caterpillar Inc., Foley
Power Systems, Komline-Sanderson
Engineering Corp., Laguarda Bianchi
and Associates, Inc., Hatch Mott

MacDonald I & E, Inc. (HMM),
Mactec Federal Programs, Inc., J.H.
Reid General Contractor, Inc., and
Aecom USA, Inc., all of whom took
part in the construction of, or pro-
vided services to, the cogen facility.

“Had PS&S/Keyspan presented
truthful, accurate and reasonable eco-
nomic analysis, the facility would
never have been built. The RVSA
would have simply upgraded its old
gas blower engines and incurred a
relatively small cost to install two
backup diesel generators,” the arbi-
tration alleges.

The allegations laid out in the 89-
page arbitration demand include that:

Caterpillar Engines that were in-
stalled to be used as a back-up could
not be started without any utility
power and even after they could be
started, it would take 40 minutes for
them to be capable of running at full
capacity; on at least four different
occasions the Caterpillar Engines ex-
perienced explosions causing dam-
age to the engines and the facility; the
sludge dryer is not dust free as was
called for in the specifications which
results in an added cost of dedusting
to the RVSA.

In addition, the facility was con-
structed for a capacity larger than the
RVSA could ever have use for; PS&S/
Keyspan changed the cost estimate
for the facility without providing de-
tailed justification; None of the indi-
viduals on HMM’s Value Engineer-
ing team, who were supposed to evalu-
ate the design and recommend cost
savings, had any prior experience with
cogen facilities; PS&S/Keyspan and
the general contractor, Reid, both re-
fused to take responsibility for the
design of the system and denied con-
tractual obligation for redesign.

During construction of the facility
in 2004 the RVSA also entered into a

‘Dems for Change’ Battle
Lawsuit From Opponents
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — “This is a ‘David
and Goliath’ epic race,” Tony
Monteiro, running for the 20th Leg-
islative District Senate office, told
The Westfield Leader on Monday,
after he and his running mates under
the Democrats For Change (DFC)
committee banner appealed a law-
suit, filed by his Primary Election
opponents in the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict, Senator Raymond Lesniak, As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan and As-
semblywoman Annette Quijano, ac-
cusing DFC of falsely reporting cam-
paign funds to the New Jersey Elec-
tion Lawsuit Enforcement Commis-
sion (ELEC).

Last Saturday, weeks before the
June 7 Primary Election, state Supe-
rior Court Judge William Wertheimer
ordered the DFC, a joint candidate
committee running candidates in New
Jersey’s 20th Legislative District
Democratic Primary, to temporarily
cease using and accepting any fur-
ther campaign funds until it can pro-
vide ELEC an account of its expendi-
tures. Senator Lesniak, Assembly-
man Cryan and Assemblywoman

Quijano filed two lawsuits against
the DFC, and a third against For the
People of Union County and Paul
Perreira that restrains The Union
County Reporter from publishing and
distributing and incurring any further
expenses. Senator Lesniak told The
Leader that the Union County Re-
porter “has been passing himself off
for a newspaper but is a political
action committee.”

Mr. Monteiro, (one of the two Dis-
trict 20 DFC’s Assembly candidates)
told The Leader, “On Friday, a major-
ity of the lawsuit was overturned,
with the exception that partial funds
were frozen from the gala dinner.” He
said after Monday’s appellate court
hearing that he expects that order to
be overturned as well.

“They assigned it to Judge Karen
Cassidy [Union County assignment
judge] and she kicked it out. It was in
violation of First Amendment rights.
It is a perfect tactic in stopping mo-
mentum. They saw that and tried to
stop it,” Mr. Monteiro said.

On Monday morning, the case was
heard in the Appellate Court and there
is a scheduled court date tomorrow,

Area Vets Honored; Vietnam
Mem. Groundbreaking Held

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield residents
flocked to the streets to watch the
annual Memorial Day Parade, com-
memorating the town’s veterans with
both old traditions and new ceremo-
nies.

Before the parade, Luke Gibbons,
a junior at Westfield High School and
member of Boy Scout Troop No. 73,
presented his Eagle Scout Project to
honor the 11 Westfield soldiers who
sacrificed their lives in the Vietnam
War. He will supervise the construc-

tion of a memorial dedicated to these
men, which is currently represented
by American flags at the future site.

“I chose this project because every
year Pete Hogaboom, one of the scout
leaders, requested a memorial like
this,” Luke said. “Hopefully, the con-
struction will be done by Veteran’s
Day this year.”

Luke’s father, Keith Gibbons, re-
cently established the Westfield Vet-
erans Fund to help support the new
memorial. As president, he began to
fundraise through the Fund’s website

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FALSE ALARM...Last Thursday, NJTransit reported that a passenger heard a
fellow rider making what he thought was a bomb threat. The train was stopped
in Cranford. A sweep of the train by the bomb squad revealed that the threat was
unfounded. During this time, the area and buildings around the Westfield Train
Station were evacuated for a period of 30 minutes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Memorial Day Parade by Betsey Burgdorf


