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Musical Club of Westfield Announces
2011-12 Scholarship Winners

WESTFIELD - The Musical Club
of Westfield is pleased to announce
the winners of the 2011-2012 schol-
arship awards.

Bridget McCoy of Cranford will
receive the Caroline Holt Memorial
Scholarship; Robert Steinfeld of
Westfield will be the recipient of the
John Heim Memorial Scholarship and
James Chu, a 2009 graduate of
Westfield High and now an under-
graduate at Princeton University will
be the Alice T. Stephens Scholar.

Bridget McCoy is a mezzo-soprano
from Cranford and a recent graduate
of Cranford High School. She has
been a vocal student of Betsy
Mackenzie-Stubbs for the last four
years. She has participated in All-
State Chorus from 2005-2010 (first
chair), 2007-2010 All-Eastern Cho-
rus, and 2007-2010 National Chorus
(soloist). In 2009 she was awarded
the New Jersey Governor’s Award
for Vocal Music.

In addition to the scholarship from
the Westfield Musical Club, she re-
cently was awarded the Plainfield
Musical Club Scholarship and the
Kristen DeVito Performing Arts
Scholarship. She is an accomplished
instrumentalist as well, having stud-
ied French horn with Edwin Black
and performing in Region Bands and
Orchestras from 2005-2010 and the
2010 All-State Band and Orchestra.
In 2007, she performed at Carnegie
Hall with the Youth Music and Arts
Festival. Bridget will be attending
Carnegie Mellon University this fall
for vocal performance and music
education.

Robert Steinfeld is a 2011 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School (WHS)
and will be pursuing a degree in Music
education at the University of Dela-
ware. Robert is both a pianist and
percussionist. From 2007-2010 he
has performed in the percussion sec-
tion of the Greater Newark Youth
Orchestra, the WHS Wind Ensemble
and the WHS Jazz Band. He also
sang tenor in the WHS Concert Choir
and the St. Bartholomew’s Adult
Choir in Scotch Plains.

As a piano student of Laurie
MacNeill Clancy, he has performed
in recitals in Weill Recital Hall at
Carnegie Hall with both the Golden
Key Music Festival and the National
League of Performing Artists. He gave
his first public solo recital at the
Watchung Arts Center in September
2010 as a charity benefit. He has been
the accompanist for WHS musical
productions. As a high school sopho-
more, Robert’s composition for
strings and woodwinds was featured

in a school performance.
James Chu, a student of composi-

tion at Princeton University, was re-
cently selected to compose an opera
scene for a performance alongside
faculty composers next spring. He
was awarded the Lewis Summer Arts
Fund to research post-minimalist
music, and the link between text and
music.

In the fall, he will study at the
Royal College of Music in London
with an emphasis on composition, as
well as clarinet. James graduated from
Westfield High School in 2009, hav-
ing studied clarinet since 2005 with
Andrew Lamy of the New Jersey
Symphony.

At Princeton, he is a student of Jo-
Ann Sternberg. He performed with
the New York Youth Symphony from
2006-2007, the Tanglewood Festival
Orchestra in the summer of 2007, and

has performed with the Princeton
University Orchestra since 2009. He
is also a member of the Princeton
University Undergraduate
Composer’s Collective.

The Musical Club of Westfield will
continue their financial support of
Juilliard School of Music students
Ben Baron and Nathanael Udell, a
bassoonist and French hornist respec-
tively. Melvin Diep, a University of
Michigan piano performance major
and Michael Rosin, a composition
major at Montclair State University
will also receive continued support.

If you are interested in making a
tax deductible donation to the schol-
arship fund please contact Clarissa
Nolde at cnoldestudio@hotmail.com.
The Musical Club of Westfield is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
the encouraging and fostering of good
music.
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Then, take time to explore the
Montmartre neighborhood.

The fifth must-see depends on how
much time you have and your level of
interest in art. Art-lovers should not
miss Musee du Louvre, situated be-
tween the Seine and the rue de Rivoli.
Everyone seems to have their own
best strategy for making the best use
of one’s time inside this massive maze-
like museum that houses the Mona
Lisa and Venus de Milo along with
Egyptian, Greek and Roman antiqui-
ties, Islamic art and various sculp-
tures, painting and drawings. If art is
your thing, budget a full day for the
Louvre. Even if you don’t want to
venture inside, the building itself pro-
vides great photo opportunities, and
the giant glass pyramid in the museum’s
courtyard should also be seen.

Other, perhaps lesser-known sights
to see in Paris include the Musee
d’Orsay, a Left Bank museum with
an extensive collection of works by
Monet, Manet, Renoir, Cezanne and
Van Gogh; the imposing Hotel de

Ville, which is basically City Hall and
located near Notre-Dame; Hotel des
Invalides, situated at the opposite end
of the Champ des Mars from the Eiffel
Tower; Place Vendome, a large public
square that is ringed by some of the
world’s priciest retailers and hotels;
the massive and grand Opera de Paris;
the beautiful Jardin du Luxembourg,
the city’s second largest public park;
the Jardin des Tuileries, a lovely pub-
lic park adjacent to the Louvre that
was created in 1564 by Catherine de
Medicis; and for the morbid at heart,
Père Lachaise Cemetery, the final rest-
ing place for Edith Piaf, Jim Morrison,
Gertrude Stein and Frederic Chopin.

And now that the official touring is
complete, you can get down to en-
joying Paris for real — off the beaten
path. While it’s helpful to have a map
with you, it’s also fun to pick a neigh-
borhood and just wander its streets
aimlessly — and be amazed at what
you can discover. It was by doing this
that I found several wonderful shops,
restaurants and cafes — among them,
Au Vieux Paris d’Arcole, a lovely
restaurant and café situated on a quiet
side street off another quiet side street
a few blocks from Notre-Dame. Its
exterior is easily one of the prettiest
in the city.

Kong is a trendy rooftop restaurant
and lounge at 1 Rue du Pont-Neuf
with views of the Left Bank and

some outstanding cocktails. Aux Trois
Petits Cochons (Three Little Pigs)
was so good that I had dinner there
twice on my most recent trip. And a
spur of the moment detour one night
led me to Pamela Popo, a small café
a block from the Hotel de Ville that
made me want to own something
similar one day.

Seating is tight at many cafes,
especially at peak times, but it’s un-
beatable for people-watching. Don’t
expect to be rushed; Parisians enjoy
their meal times so waiters tend to
leave you alone once you’ve been
served. And remember that gratu-
ities are normally included in the
bill so tipping is not required, al-
though it is all right to leave a few
euros if service was exceptional.

Aimless wandering around the city
also affords you endless photo possi-
bilities since pretty much every street
has something worth recording, be it
its winding narrowness, the beauty of
a building’s façade, a colorful flower
box in a window or someone sitting

at an outdoor café.
The Marais dis-

trict on the Right
Bank is great for ex-
ploring, with its nar-
row streets and al-
leyways and count-
less shops and ca-
fes and interesting
and varied people.
And just when you
think you have ex-
hausted all
sightseeing oppor-
tunities here, you
turn a corner and
come upon yet an-
other interesting
street or neighbor-

hood. One could easily spend a few
days walking Le Marais without get-
ting bored.

Over on the Left Bank, in the
general area of the Latin Quarter
that houses the Sorbonne, you’ll find
a similar neighborhood worthy of
walking without direction. The
neighborhood may remind one of

Greenwich Village with its narrow
and winding streets, small cafes,
bookstores, shops and large student-
age population. Adjacent is the St.
Germain neighborhood, which is a
bit more expensive than the Latin
Quarter but still filled with its share
of interesting shops, restaurants and
art galleries.

If upscale shopping and dining
are on your agenda, try the ritzy
neighborhood between the Arc de
Triomphe and the Seine, and don’t
forget to stroll nearby Av. Foch, a
wide, tree-lined boulevard that is
one of the most expensive and lovely
residential streets in the world.

While the Paris Metro is clean,
safe and easy to navigate, it’s more
interesting to get around the city by
walking. Besides the ones just men-
tioned, pretty much every neighbor-
hood in Paris is worth a look. A year
ago, I arrived after an overnight flight
and, despite zero sleep and jet lag, I
spent several hours that first day
wandering several miles, from the
Eiffel Tower area across the city to
Notre-Dame and then back past the
Arc to my hotel a mile away.

Another fun way to see the city—day
or night—is by hopping on one of the
open-air tour boats that run up and down
the Seine throughout the day and into
the evening. And be sure to spend an
afternoon crossing some of the architec-
turally interesting bridges that connect
the Left and Right Banks as well as the
two islands—Ile de la Cite and Ile Saint-
Louis—that lie in the Seine.

No amount of words—not even these
1,600—can do Paris justice. Photos
don’t tell the full story. Nor do stories
told by friends. It must be experienced
first-hand, and repeatedly, to fully ap-
preciate it — its elegance, its beauty, its
grandeur, its history, its atmosphere—
everything.

And a final word about the French
themselves. They are not rude, they do
not hate Americans and they do not
look down on you if you do not speak
French. The language barrier was mini-
mal and most everyone I  encountered
there was helpful and courteous.

Paris: City of Light
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Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT VIEW...A gargoyle perched on a ledge at the
top of Notre-Dame Cathedral, looks west toward the
Seine. In the distance, the Eiffel Tower can be seen.
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‘Horrible Bosses’
Deserves no Promotion

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 I’ve had some horrible bosses. Not
quite “can’t wait ‘til they die so I can
stomp on their graves” horrible, but hor-
rible enough to be able to relate to the dire
quandary best buddies Nick, Dale and
Kurt are faced with in director Seth
Gordon’s “Horrible Bosses.” Of course,
unlike the boys, I never contemplated
killing any of the stinking slave drivers.

 Yes, it has come to that, and damn the
consequences per an inconsistent screen-
play that’s never endearing or funny
enough to win our suspension of disbe-
lief. OK, so there are some droll scenes in
a “Dumb and Dumber” sort of way. And
while we can’t believe anyone would hire
these dudes in the first place, we still feel
sorry for the poor fools.

 So meet the commiserative trio, all at
their wits end thanks to the untenable
position each has been put in by his heart-
less taskmaster. Jason Sudeikis’s Kurt
Buckman was on easy street at Pellit
Chemical, where he was the number two
man until his paternalistic mentor died.
Now he has to deal with his idiot, coke-
headed son, Bobby, played by Colin Farrell.

 Just as bad in another way is Kevin
Spacey’s Dave Harken, the big honcho
where Jason Bateman’s Nick Hendricks
was expecting an imminent vice presi-
dency. But surprise…the rotten cad was
only dangling the spot to make our guy
work harder. Adding insult to injury, the
tyrant is quite proud of himself. And then
there’s Dale’s predicament.

 Living the male fantasy turned night-
mare, dental assistant Dale, played by
squeaky-voiced Charlie Day, is beset by
the unremitting sexual onslaught of his
nymphomaniac employer. Making it
worse, because Dr. Julia Harris, D.D.S.,
is proficient at anesthetizing folks and
putting them in compromising positions,
she’s blackmailing diminutive Dale.

 That’s right. Be her Lothario or she’ll
tell his fiancée a whole pack of lurid lies.
Making it a double whammy, because
Dale is a registered sex offender, bogus
charge or not, if he doesn’t cooperate the
lustful doc also threatens to report him to
the authorities. The film’s only memo-
rable performance, Jennifer Aniston’s
bawdy dentist is a hoot.

 Laying it on with a fervor heretofore
rarely seen in her movie career, the pul-
chritudinous exhibition makes one won-
der if Brad will have second thoughts
about giving Jennifer the gate in favor of
Angelina. Through word and deed that
would make Mae West blush, the lovely
Miss Aniston affirms that she has gradu-
ated from her girl next door image.

 Otherwise, the film possesses no other
notable features. The plot to murder the

three horrible bosses takes a predictable,
screwball route, replete with an atypical
hit man portrayed by Jamie Foxx, his first
name unmentionable in this space. Silli-
ness prevails, with credibility tossed out
the window. Sillier yet would be to take
any of it seriously.

 But while a farce doesn’t necessarily
have to be believable, there’s a sliding
scale of tolerability. If we’re busy laugh-
ing, who cares if it makes sense? In the
case of “Horrible Bosses,” it simply isn’t
humorous enough to justify the irksome
lapses in plausibility. These ordinary fel-
lows make the switch to potential killers
all too readily.

 You see, in the 11th hour, Mr. Foxx’s
Blankety-Blank Jones explains why he
can’t personally do the deed. However, in
consideration of the $5,000 retainer he’s
taken, he will advise. But he has only one
bit of counsel for the desperate pals. In
order to avoid the establishment of a
motive, it would be wise if each man
killed the other’s boss.

 This arrangement paves the way for a
bevy of confusion and illogicality that
soon dissolves into a general free-for-all
posing as a plot. A few running gags
pepper the scenario, and from a helter-
skelter script one gleans the occasionally
amusing moment. However, it’s the hor-
rible bosses themselves who keep this
film afloat.

 Forgetting for a second that this is
supposed to be funny, which, regrettably,
isn’t all that difficult, we note the title
characters are not only vile, but down-
right criminal. At a minimum, each de-
serves dismissal. Some even warrant le-
gal prosecution. Still, much as they might
conjure memories of our own tormenters,
straight up execution is a tad stiff.

 But, once convinced of their course,
none of the three disgruntled employees
exhibits the slightest angst over killing a
fellow human being. In other words,
they’re about as loony as their prospec-
tive victims. Thus, aside from being some-
what curious as to how things will turn
out in the end, we inevitably lose interest
amidst the flood of contrivances.

 Too bad director Gordon didn’t have
the wherewithal to impart some kernels
of wit and wisdom about despotism in the
workplace. In addition to tempering the
gobbledygook, it would make the come-
dic failure less obvious. Unfortunately,
like the truly grave problem it professes
to address, “Horrible Bosses” is hardly a
laughing matter.

…
 “Horrible Bosses,” rated R, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Seth
Gordon and stars Jason Bateman, Jenni-
fer Aniston and Jason Sudeikis. Running
time: 98 minutes

According to their mom, it was a les-
son about paying Uncle Sam, as well
as adding the tax onto their book pur-
chases.

The next stop was the Savory Spice
Shop where just the smells alone tan-
talized the nasal cavity. Here the young
starlets measured powdered cheeses
as one of their activities. Using a
scooper and a scale, Zack poured in-
gredients into a plastic bag until it read
the correct weight of 2.05 ounces.

Tasting samples from Indonesia,
India and China, Dori and Zack en-
joyed their time at Savory Spice Shop.

The final destination was Alan’s
Orchid. Incorporating geography, the
kids learned where local fruits and
produce sold at the store comes from.
Learning about ingredients and be-
ing able to read labels was a key
lesson here. To understand the im-
portance of locally grown fruit and
vegetables, Zack and Dori sampled
the produce.

Overall, the Kaplans enjoyed the
expereince.“When the segment ran
last week, my kids were a little em-
barrassed when their friends saw them
on television,” Mrs. Kaplan said.

GMA
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Water Color Club
To Hold Exhibit
MORRISTOWN - The Essex Water

Color Club, celebrating the start of its
80th year, will be presenting a special
exhibit of members’ watercolor paint-
ings in the Main Corridor of the
Morristown Memorial Hospital located
at 100 Madison Avenue from Saturday,
August 28, through Monday, October
17.

Awards will be presented on Sunday,
September 11, at the regular meeting of
the Essex Water Color Club from 2 to 4
p.m. in conjunction with a demonstra-
tion by Charles Brandenburg. The meet-
ing will take place at the Livingston
Senior Community Center, 204 Hill-
side Avenue, Livingston.

For more information, call John Wolff
at (973) 994-1597.

America in Bloom
Judges to Visit

WESTFIELD - Judges from
the America in Bloom competi-
tion will visit Westfield on Au-
gust 1 and 2. Westfield is an
America in Bloom veteran and
defending champion of the
25,000-50,000 population cat-
egory in last year’s program.

Westfield is one of 22 towns
across America that is working
on local revitalization programs
this year with the hopes of being
named the best blooming town in
America.

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SNEAKING IN A LESSON…“Good Morning America” (GMA) teamed up with
Parenting.com to film a segment of the GMA weekly series “Sneaky Teacher,” in
Westfield last week featuring a local family. Pictured, left to right, are: Rachel
Fishman Fedderson, editor of Parenting.com and Westfield mom, Debbie Abrams
Kaplan, and her children, Dori and Zack, shown here checking out books at The
Town Book Store.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANTICIPATED RETURN...Anthology, a women’s clothing boutique
formerly on Quimby Street and displaced since May 5 by the Ferraro’s
fire, will re-open soon in its temporarily location at 121 Central Avenue
(next to Williams and Sonoma).

‘Family Flix’ to Present  G-Force on August 2
SPRINGFIELD – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal are happy to
announce the next evening of “Fam-
ily Fun and Flix” – the free summer
outdoor entertainment and film se-
ries – will join National Night Out to
show the movie G-Force on Tuesday,
August 2, at Meisel Park in Spring-
field.

Come to Meisel Park at 7:30 p.m.
and participate in “National Night
Out” sponsored by PBA Local 73
before the feature film “G-Force” on
August 2. At dusk, sit back and watch

the 2009 spy-fi Disney 3-D comedy
about a team of superspy guinea pigs
who do battle with a mad billionaire
intent on conquering the earth by
programming all the home appli-
ances to follow his instructions. The
movie features the voices of
Penelope Cruz, Tracy Morgan,
Nicolas Cage, Zach Galifinakis and
many other actors.

For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
527-4900. For program and rain in-
formation call (908) 558-4079 after
3 p.m. on the day of the show.


