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O’DONNELL HOMERS, GRYCAN FANS 7, MEYER 4 RBI

Lady Blue Devil 12s Trample
Chatham Softball Girls, 12-2

KESSLER CRACKS 2-RUN HR, PANSINI GOES 3-FOR-3

WF White 12U Pitchers Halt
Long Hill Baseball Boys, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the playoffs, the
Westfield White 12U baseball team
honed its pitching skills in a 7-2 vic-
tory over Long Hill at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 20, the
42nd anniversary of man’s landing
on the moon (July 20, 1969).

Starting pitcher Alex Pansini made
good use of his breaking ball to curb
Long Hill in the first three innings,
yielding two runs on four hits, while
walking none and striking out one.
Owen Bartok pitched the next three
innings, giving up just two singles
and walking one.

“The one thing that was very con-

sistent was our pitching was excel-
lent. We only let up two runs. We got
out of a couple of jams. Alex pitched
great for us all year. He has a very
good breaking ball. Owen is starting
to throw the ball really well,”
Westfield Head Coach John Ripperger
said.

Long Hill pitchers Kevin Sylvestri,
Stephen LaRagina, James Shelhorn
and Brian Diaz did very well also and

kept the game very close until
Westfield White rolled with three runs
in the fifth inning to add a comfort-
able cushion.

“Our pitchers did a good job. They
threw strikes. They didn’t walk any-
body,” Long Hill Head Coach Scott
Heller said.

Pansini led Westfield’s 11-hit out-
put, going 3-for-3, with an RBI
double, and scoring twice. Owen
Kessler (2 runs scored) added em-
phasis with a two-run home run, and
Cullen Birkel chopped a two-run
double and scored once. Bartok had a
pair of singles and an RBI. Trevor
McNamara (run scored), Ian
Humphrey, Jack Meiselman and Mike
Echausse each singled. Matt Varano
walked, scored and had an RBI. Owen
Ripperger and Drew Boley both drew
a walk.

Of Long Hill’s six hits, Sylvestri
ripped an RBI double and scored
once. Chris Lopez drilled a hard single
and scored once. John Stanton, Nick
Mink, LaRagina and Shelhorn all had
a single. Jake Korossy had an RBI.

Westfield took a 3-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning. McNamara
singled and scored on Varano’s sharp
groundout to third. Pansini singled
then Kessler hammered his two-run
shot over the centerfield fence.

Long Hill answered with both of
its runs in the second. Lopez lined a
leadoff single to left, stole second
and scored on Sylvestri’s double to
right. Later, Korossy tapped a
grounder to short, scoring Sylvestri.

With Stanton, Long Hill’s ace
catcher, behind the plate for the re-
mainder of the game, Westfield White
was very cautious about attempting
to steal. However, they managed to
get around that obstacle with some
well-timed hit-and-run plays. The first
came in the second inning when
Ripperger, who was on first, took off
toward second as Humphrey rapped
a single to left. Stanton did, however,
manage to gun down a runner at third
to prevent any runs being scored.

Westfield pulled off another hit-
and-run play in the third that did
result in a run when Pansini whacked
a double to center as Varano scored
from first base.

“The catcher kept them from run-
ning, because he has a very strong
arm,” said Coach Heller. “The kids
are very well coached in what they
need to be doing in the team situa-
tion.”

Long Hill tried to get something
going in the third. The speedy Jared
Heller attempted a bunt single, but
the ball popped up behind the plate
when Westfield catcher Meiselman

made a diving grab to take some wind
out of Long Hill’s sails.

“One of the things that we work on
with our catchers is to anticipate
things around them very quickly. That
was one of the best plays he’s made

all year on a short popup that most
times this year would have fallen to
the ground. That was a big out,” Coach
Ripperger said.

“We had an opportunity to break
things open. We had somebody
bunting to move runners. He’s the
best bunter on our team. That was the
situation we were looking for. He
made a good attempt, but the catcher
made a great catch,” Coach Heller
said.

Westfield White plated three runs
in the fifth to grab a 7-2 lead. Birkel
hopped his two-run double and Bartok
slashed his RBI single.

“Our defense was good. Our bats,
we took a lot of bad swings. A lot of

guys got fooled. They were kind of
half-swinging or didn’t make their
mind up. We really have to work on
our bats going forward if we are go-
ing to do anything in the playoffs,”
said Coach Ripperger, who added,
“This win was very important for us,
because it probably puts us into the
top-six for the playoffs. We have one
more game against Branchburg on
Saturday [July 23]. They are about

like us. It is probably very important
for us to beat them for seeding pur-
poses. If we win that game, we might
get the five seed.”
Long Hill 020 000 2
Westfield 301 03x 7
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Westfield High School girls soft-
ball Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
decided to get a glimpse of what part
of her future varsity lineup may con-
sist of by coaching a 12-and-under
group this summer that competes in
the Parkway League.

“The season is going well. We are
4-4. We have a big age range. We
have girls going into sixth grade and
girls going into eighth grade. For
girls, we have a lot of different heights
and a lot of different strengths on the

team, but the girls are doing a really
good job. They are learning, hope-
fully learning how to play softball the
right way,” Coach MacDonald said.

Two girls on the team, Danielle
Rinaldi (catcher/shortstop) and Sa-
rah Mastrocola (third base/pitcher),
were voted to play in the Parkway
League All-Star game. Also, Veronica
Grycan and Maria Panarese, along

with Mastrocola have been the young
Blue Devils’ key performers on the
mound.

“They [Rinaldi and Mastrocola]
are playing really solid defense for
us. They play key positions and do a
great job,” said Coach MacDonald,
who added, “We have three girls,
who have been doing the majority of
the pitching. They are 12 [years old].
They have ups and downs, but they
have a lot of potential. They offer
different things, and I can see them
hopefully building up and one day
offering some things at the high

school.”
Offensively, Shannon O’Donnell,

an eighth grader, has been hitting the
cover off the ball.

“Our best hitter so far is Shannon
O’Donnell. I don’t think she’s hit a
single all season. She hits mostly
doubles and triples,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils’ speed demon on
the bases has been Devyn Tibbals.

“She is going into sixth grade, and
she doesn’t stop. She gets away with
it because she is speedy. She will hit
a single and somehow turn it into a
double,” Coach MacDonald pointed
out.

In their final regular-season home
game, the Blue Devils jumped on the
Chatham Cougars to earn a 12-2,
five-inning victory on the Westfield
High School field on July 19 to up
their record to 5-4.

O’Donnell, who went 1-for-2, with
two RBI and two runs scored, started
the scoring with a leadoff solo home
run in the bottom of the second in-
ning. On the mound, Grycan, who
yielded a run in the first inning and
another in the second, retired 12 of
the final 14 Cougars who stepped to
the plate. Grycan struck out seven
Cougars, while walking three and
allowing three singles.

“This was her strongest pitching
performance of the year. She got
stronger as the game went on. She
didn’t really lose the strike zone. She
was able to put the batters away and
keep us in the game,” Coach
MacDonald said.

After a scoreless and hitless first
inning, the Blue Devils’ bats came to
life, beginning with O’Donnell’s solo
blast, to finish with nine hits that
mixed well with the five free passes
that they received. Olivia Meyer
drilled a two-run double and a two-

run single, while scoring once. Julie
Ross went 2-for-2 with three RBI.
Grycan and Rinaldi each singled,
scored twice and had an RBI. Katie
Brown (2 walks, 2 stolen bases) and
Mastrocola (walk) each rapped a
single and scored twice. Panarese
walked and scored once.

“We made a small adjustment to
the pitcher, because her routine was a
little bit slower than we are used to. It
takes an inning or two to get used to
that. Once we figured it out, got our
weight back and figured out how to
hit through the middle of the ball, we

were much more successful,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Chatham scored a run in the first
when Meg Redmond singled and
scored on Jess Viola’s RBI single.
The Cougars upped their lead to 2-0
in the second when Erin Cronin
singled, advanced to third on a pair of
wild pitches and scored on Sarah
Stubeck’s groundout to second.

After O’Donnell’s home run in the
second, Rinaldi scored on Grycan’s
RBI single then Ross added an RBI
single to give Westfield a 3-2 lead. In
the third, the Blue Devils took advan-
tage of four straight walks and two
errors, and added Meyer’s two-run
double and Ross’ two-run single to
plate six runs.

In the fourth, Rinaldi looped an
RBI single to right field and Meyer
followed with a two-run single up the
middle to give Westfield a 10-run
lead. In the fifth, Grycan got the first
two Cougars to ground out to her,
then fanned the final batter to seal the
victory.

“This has been a great experience.
I like the little break from the high
school age group. I like to break it up
a little bit, and these girls are a lot of
fun,” Coach MacDonald said.
Chatham 110 00 2
Westfield 036 3x 12
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GOOD CONTACT…Westfield White batter Ian Humphrey makes good contact with the ball and slashes a single
to leftfield in the second inning against Long Hill.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN…Westfield’s Katie Brown, No. 10, gets tagged out at third base by Chatham shortstop Maddy
Mudrick after being caught in a rundown in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING THIRD BASE…Long Hills’ John Stanton, right, slides in under the tag of Westfield White third baseman Owen
Kessler in the first inning. Westfield White won, 7-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING STRONGER AND STRONGER…Westfield pitcher Veronica Grycan releases the ball as shortstop Danielle
Rinaldi positions herself in the game against Chatham on July 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SATISFYING HOME RUN TROT…Westfield White’s Owen Kessler receives congratulations from coach John Ripperger
after he slammed a two-run homer in the first inning against Long Hill.
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