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Union County Football All-Stars Smother Middlesex County All-Stars in Snapple Bowl, 28-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this past season, and Director of Ath-
letics (DA) Rob Harmer, formerly
the DA of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Bottone, who was awarded a plaque
as the Union County Coach of the
Year at halftime, received an out-
standing performance from one of
his players, running back Vinny
Fuschetto, who had a seven-yard
touchdown (TD) run in the first half
and turned a short reception into a 64-
yard TD gallop.

The UC offense worked in two
platoons. Papandrea ran one offense,
and Hillside quarterback Devonte
Ginyard ran the other. UC received
the opening kickoff and after a few
first downs were forced to punt, where
Trotter downed the ball at the
Middlesex two-yard line. A few plays
later, Satir Stevenson (Roselle) re-
covered Rontik Sadler’s (Dunellen)
fumble in the end zone for a UC TD.
Pat Eichner (Governor Livingston)

added the point after (PAT) to make
the score 7-0.

Due to the constant pressure and
discipline of the UC defense,
Middlesex’s offense sputtered. Pryor
was in on a number of tackles, in-
cluding a pair of quarterback sacks in
the first half. Roselle Park linebacker
Connor Gabriel made a huge tackle
at the Middlesex 19 to force a punt,
which gave UC possession at midfield
just before the end of the first quarter.

UC moved the ball to the seven
where Fuschetto, with a great block
from Westfield offensive lineman
Nick Matthews, hooked left into the
end zone for the TD with 10:18 left in
the half.

“We were going to run the 48 sweep.
He gave me a little tweak where I was
going to hook the end. I was much
bigger and I beat him,” Matthew de-
scribed.

After UC took the 14-0 lead,

Cranford tight end Bryan
Fitzsimmons said, “I am honored to
be here. I just can’t wait to see us with
a ‘W’. I hope we can hold it out.”

Middlesex made a valiant attempt
to get onto the board before halftime,
but UC defenders Eichner and Marcus
Allen (Union) ended the drive at the
Union 22 with a bump out of bounds.

With the persistence of the UC
defense and several more low-to-no
gain tackles by Pryor, including sacks
of six yards and two yards, respec-
tively, Middlesex continued to spin
its wheels. Eichner, from his defen-
sive back position, also threw a
wrench into Middlesex’s operation
with a diving interception at the Union
23.

After Papandrea carried the ball

for three yards, he handed off to Darius
Mayers (Roselle), who was swarmed
by nearly the entire Middlesex de-
fensive line near the line of scrim-
mage. Instead of going to the turf,
Mayers kept churning with second,
third, fourth and fifth efforts, until he
broke free and sprinted down the
right sideline for a 74 yard TD with
1:43 left in the third quarter. Eichner
added the PAT.

After Pryor’s six-yard sack forced
a punt, UC took over possession at
their own 36. After a run for no gain
and an incomplete pass, Fuschetto
caught a little off-tackle pass and
turned on the burners down the left
sideline for his 64-yard TD with 10:41
remaining to plant UC firmly in the
driver’s seat, 28-0.

Middlesex got its only score when
Karim Sawyer snagged a short pass
on the right sideline and sprinted 60
yards for the TD with 6:29 remain-

ing. The PAT failed.
Pryor’s final sack late in the game

extinguished any hopes of Middlesex
scoring again.

“I kept my intensity. Coach told us
that the ‘D’ line had to run every-
thing, so we just went out there, ev-
erybody, and just did our thing. The
first practice that we had, everybody
connected real quickly. From there,
we just bonded the whole time,” Pryor
said.

“We put in a lot of time over the last
week with double sessions. The
coaches really pounded it in mentally
the plays to us, both on offense and
defense,” DeMartino said. “Coming
into this game, we felt really secure
with all the material.”

“Even though they [Middlesex] had
more practices, we wanted to get out
there. You read all this &@!!$^##
about how they have eight ‘D[ivision]
I’ players. We just wanted to go out

and make a statement even though
their line probably had about 500
pounds on our line, but we still came
out, pushed them around and ran the
ball. That’s what we wanted to do,”
Matthews said. “We played as one
team instead of a bunch of individu-
als like Middlesex. A team is going to
win.”

“They [UC defense] are a bunch of
individuals who came together as a
team. They had a couple of great
sacks and a couple of great tackles. It
reminds me back in the Westfield
days. It was a good time watching
them on defense from the sidelines,”
DeMartino said. “It was definitely
[great], because of all the stakes com-
ing into this game, their [Middlesex]
win streak, all the snap talk they were
giving us. It was a really good feeling
to come out with a win.”
Middlesex 0 0 0 6 6
Union 7 7 7 7 28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING THE LEAD…Cranford Cougar Bryan Fitzsimmons, No. 45, and Westfield’s Jesse DeMartino, No. 65, enjoy
the comfortable, 21-0, lead at the end of the third quarter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING IN ALL THE ACTION…Scotch Plains-Fanwood offensive lineman Mike Tufaro, No. 55, and A.L. Johnson’s Alex
Rodrigues, No. 60, take in all the action at the Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVIL FANS…Tony DeMartino of Westfield waves at the camera prior to the opening kickoff of the
Snapple Bowl showdown at Kean University in Union on July 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING PUMPED UP FOR THE GAME…The Union County All-Stars get pumped up prior to the coin toss to determine
who will receive first at the Annual Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPF RAIDER FANS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood fans, which includes Raider heavyweight wrestler Anthony Tufaro, center,
await the opening kickoff at the Annual Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TROTTING ONTO THE FIELD…Cranford Cougar linebacker JT Vicci, No. 33, trots onto the field during the
presentation of athletes prior to the start of the Snapple Bowl.
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